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A section covering information from a wide variety of sources, which it is hoped will help
build a picture of the history of the Parish.
.
Entries are arranged in date order with names shown in bold type.
1086 - DOMESDAY BOOK - CHARDSTOCK ENTRY
Hundred:
Whitchurch [Canonicorum
County:
Dorset/Devon
Total population:
72 Households (very large)
Total tax assessment:
12 geld units (very large)
Value:
Value to lord in 1086 £16
Households:
45 villagers. 21 smallholders. 6 slaves
Ploughland:
20 ploughlands (land for). 4 lord’s plough teams.
17 men’s plough teams
Other resources:
4.0 lord’s lands. Meadow 10 acres. Pasture 3* 1.5 leagues.
Woodland 2* 2 leagues & 3* 2 furlong mixed measures.
2 mills, value 1.0
Lord in 1066:
Salisbury (St. Mary), bishop of
Lords in 1086:
Walter; William
Tenant-in-chief in 1086: Salisbury (St. Mary), bishop of
Phillimore reference:
3,13
Source: Open Domesday - The first free online copy of Domesday Book
1660 TO 1691 - THE CLERGY IN CHARDSTOCK
The following extracts are taken from a book called The Church in an age of danger;
parsons and parishioners, by Donald A Spaeth:
1 - “Other gentlemen also instructed parish clergymen how to behave. Robert Tyderleigh,
esquire and JP, advised the vicar of Chardstock to reform before he incurred ecclesiastical
punishment.” Probable date early 18th century.
2 - “Richard Luce, the vicar of Chardstock, expressed the boredom and frustration that many
parish clergy must have felt when he complained to a parishioner that if the members of his
congregation ‘did hear him all the daies of their lives they should not be a fart the better for
his preaching’. Luce threw a Bible on the ground, ‘trampled on it & then swoare severall
oathes that he would burne all the bookes he had in his study’”. Richard Luce was the Vicar
of Chardstock from 1661 to 1669.
3 - “The disgusted inhabitants of Chardstock who refused to receive communion from their
drunken minister also included a husbandman, a labourer and an illiterate clothworker”.
Dated 1667 when Richard Luce was the Vicar of Chardstock.
4 - Concerning representations made against the clergy. “Those of higher status were
better represented among witnesses than those of lesser status......six of eleven witnesses
in Chardstock (Dorset) were drawn from the gentry and middling sort” Dated 1691 when
James Keate was the Vicar of Chardstock.

5 - “In Chardstock [in 1668] 120 to 140 of its 500 to 600 adults received communion on
occasion”.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1669 - CHARDSTOCK VICARAGE
Memorandum 21 Dec 1669 there were then digged up in the Vicarage kitchen before the
fireplace two skulls, a greate and a small, and the bones of a growne person, and of a child.
The bones in the opinion of all that have scene them, have layne there very many yeares.
James Keate, Vicar
Libera me a sanguinibus Deus,
Deau salutis meae
51. Psal. 14
Translation: “Deliver me from bloodguiltliness, O God, thou God of my salvation”.
Source: Entry in Chardstock Parish Register book two held at Devon Heritage Centre under
reference 2590A/PR/1/2.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1672 - PERAMBULATION OF THE PARISH
Memorandum of 14th day of May, 1672 there was a perambulation or a viewing of the
westerne and northerne bounds of this parish of Chardstocke by the Vicar and diverse other
the Parishioners.
The bounds against Membury are in Mr Leggs Eastcombs ten foote from the ditch, where
there is now a stone standing, in which place formerly stood a thorne, and afterwards the
bounds are in a ground called Greyditch ten foote from the banke into the said ground and
where the banke ends ten foote from the ditch, and onwards Northwest from Chalhanger
gate the bounds passe into a ground belonging to Mr Daubneyes tenement ten foote within
the ditch, and afterwards the bounds passe Northwestward upon Bealy downe along by the
hedges of downe end tenement, which hedge is in Membury parish.
And afterwards against Wambrooke the bounds are at the utmost corner of Bealy farme next
Deereham upon Bealy downe, where there is a crosse cutt in the ground by the hedge & a
stone pitcht into it, and from hence the bounds go Eastward upon the downe by a ridge of
stones, and so to a little stone burrow in the middle of the rode going to Crawley, where
there is another crosse cutt in the earth, and from thence Northeastwards to a marke of
some stones upon top of the hill, at the south side of the enclosure which one Tristram
Warren once enclosed and from thence downe to a little stone burrow on the North side of
a little path below the ground that Thomas Guppy enclosed, and from hence Eastwards to
another stone burrow a little beyond the green path, and then presently to another stone
burrow upon the top of Woollforne hill, & from hence downe the hill to the corner of the wall
of Bremellcombe ground to the great pitt.
James Keate, Vicar
Thomas Vincent, aged 62
William Fippen, aged 78
John Welsh, aged 56
Richard Keate
Giles Bagwell

William Warry
Richard Turner
Joseph Rampson
Henry Atwell
and many others.
Source: Attachment in the back of Chardstock Parish Register book two held at Devon
Heritage Centre under reference 2590A/PR/1/2.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
UNDATED - ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH, CHARDSTOCK
Memoranda that part of the Churchyard wall is to be repaired by Wambrooke men from the
lower church hatch to a place where a little Ash stands in the wall, where formerly stood a
witch=hazell called .....ine opulus.
Source: Entry in Chardstock Parish Register book two held at Devon Heritage Centre under
reference 2590A/PR/1/2.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1680 - ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH, CHARDSTOCK
Collected in this parish of Chardstocke for the redemption of slaves from Turkey, two
pounds eighteene shillings.
James Keate, Vicar
Source: Entry in Chardstock Parish Register book two held at Devon Heritage Centre under
reference 2590A/PR/1/2.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1700 - ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH, CHARDSTOCK
Collected in this parish for the redemption of Slaves Octob:5.1700. sixteen shillings and a
peny.
Source: Entry in Chardstock Parish Register book two held at Devon Heritage Centre under
reference 2590A/PR/1/2.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1708 - JOANNA CRIPPEN
One of Chardstock’s most famous tales is the amazing survival of Joanna Crippen, who
was trapped beneath a snowdrift for several days and kept alive by eating her own clothes.
Joanna, a spinner, was returning from Chard Market with some of her neighbours on the
evening of 24th January 1708. She was not feeling well and as the snow began to fall
heavily she became parted from the others. She sought shelter at a cottage on the way, but
was refused help and struggled on to catch up with her companions.
As she became weaker she was forced to take shelter under a hedge until eventually a man
passed by. He helped her a little way along the road until she collapsed again, and the man
made off, apparently without showing any concern for her fate. The snow soon covered the
woman and the man never reported the incident and so she remained beneath the drift for
several days.
A search for her was started after a woman in the village had had a dream that she was

buried in a certain spot beneath a hedge. The next day she and several friends went to the
spot and prodded the snow, about four feet deep, with sticks,. Soon a faint voice was heard:
“For God’s sake don’t kill me” and minutes later Joanna Crippen was freed from the snow.
She was found weak and half naked as she’d eaten much of her upper garments. She said
she’d been very warm and had slept most of the time. One of her legs was not quite
covered with snow and was frost bitten, but she recovered in a short time and for the rest of
her life was regarded as a living wonder.
Source: Article in Pulman’s Weekly News 18.9.1979 under the heading Wonder Woman.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
24.10.1716 COURT BARON OF THE MANOR OF CHARD
“To Court came John James holding by Copy Court Roll one close called Barnswell Lane
three and a half acres and another close called Marlepitt Close two and a half acres;
surrender and taken again by said John for self and Mary Cogan, Spinster, daughter of
Mary Cogan of Chardstock. Fine £16 2s 6d”.
Source: Extracts from document held by Chard Museum.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1722 - ST. ANDREWS CHURCH
Memorandum that Mrs Ann Hervey, widow and relict of Mr Edward Harvey, gave to the
Church Wardens for the use of the church a carpet for the Communion Table and also a
Cloth for the Pulpit. This was entered in the Register Book as a grateful acknowledgement
for the same.
January 1st 1722 by J Gould, Vicar.
Source: Chardstock Parish Register Volume 3
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1744 - INDENTURE FOR SALE
Indenture for sale dated 23.1.1744 between John Rounseval Gent. of the Parish of
Chardstock and William Amos the younger, Yeoman now late of Pitcombe, Somerset,
Francis Dight, Thatcher, of Axminster and Samuel Gray, Yeoman, of Axminster of all that
messuage or tenement with garden lying in the back lane in Axminster near the Burnthouse.
Source: Item offered for sale on ebay (date unknown).
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1756/1779 - JOHN BRICKRIDGE
On 30.3.1756 John Brickridge of Chardstock joined the Royal Navy as a Rigger. In 1779 he
was aged 54 and had completed 22 years 9 months service of which 4 years had been at
sea. He was described as a widower with two children. He stood 5 feet 5 inches tall, had a
brown complexion and a “cut on fore part of head left side”. The entry under Character
recorded that he was a Good Workman.
Source: Plymouth Artificers 1779
.......................................................................................................................................................................
16.12.1759 - ELIZABETH BOVET - CONFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
“Elizabeth Daughter of Hannah Bovet (base born) was Baptized December 16th 1759. The
above taken from the Parish Registers of Chardstock this fourth day of November 1760 by
me Robert Stephens Vicar.”

Source: Devon Heritage Services ref: 2590A/PR18
.......................................................................................................................................................................
30.6.1779 - MILITIA SUBSTITUTION ORDER
Joel Ketch of the Parish of Chard is serving in the Dorsetshire Militia as a substitute for
Robert Trot of Chardstock. By this Order his wife and three children shall receive 3s weekly
for every week he is in the Militia.
The Overseers of Chard are claiming payment from the Treasurer of Somerset for the
period 30.6.1779 to 27.1.1780, 30 weeks at 3s per week, a total of £4 10s 0d.
Source: Devon Heritage Centre document reference 2590A/PO70/1
......................................................................................................................................................................
3.6.1782 - MILITIA SUBSTITUTION ORDER
William Chard, chandler of Chardstock, “has been chosen by Lot to serve in the Militia for
Dorset ...... and hath provided his substitute Joseph Light of Beaminster, who hath been
Sworn and Inroll’d to serve therein”.
By this Order the Overseers of Chardstock are required to pay William Chard “the sum of £3
10s 0d, which we adjudge to be half the Currant price of a Volunteer within the said County”.
Source: Devon Heritage Centre document reference 2590A/PO70/2
.......................................................................................................................................................................
18.10.1782 - MILITIA SUBSTITUTION ORDER
Thomas Dare, butcher of Chardstock, “has been chosen by Lot to serve in the Militia for
Dorset ...... and hath provided his substitute William Dare, cordwainer of Chardstock, who
hath been Sworn and Inroll’d to serve therein”.
By this Order the Overseers of Chardstock are required to pay Thomas Dare “the sum of £3
10s 0d, which we adjudge to be half the Currant price of a Volunteer within the said County”.
Source: Devon Heritage Centre document reference 2590A/PO70/3
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1789 - GOVERNOR OF CHARDSTOCK WORKHOUSE
WANTED a steady, sober, middle-aged MAN, who is married, to take charge and
government of the POOR of the Parish of CHARDSTOCK in the County of Dorset, and if
skilled in some trade or manufactory the better. ---- Such a person willing to undertake the
above charge, and producing a good character from the principal inhabitants where he
resides, will meet with all due encouragement by applying immediately to the
Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor of the Parish of Chardstock aforesaid, either
personally or by letter post-paid.
June 24, 1789.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 6.7.1789.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1791 - SALE OF COPYHOLD ESTATES
To be sold by auction or otherwise, at Tytherleigh Inn, in the Parish of Chardstock, in the

County of Dorset on Tuesday the 22nd of February 1791, Between the Hours of one and six
in the afternoon; The following copyhold estates, in four separate lots:
LOT 1 For Three Lives - A very compact farm, consisting of a farm-house, with convenient
Out-Houses, Orchard, and several Closes of Ground, containing Fifty-two acres or
thereabout; and One Acre of Wood or thereabout; all adjoining and well watered;
situate at Crawley, in the Manor of Chardstock aforesaid, now in the possession of
John Bishop, as tenant thereof; subject to a reserved rent of 5s 71/2d, and for an
Heriot, the best goods.
LOT 2 For Two Lives - A house, orchard, and several closes of ground, containing 15 acres
or thereabout; situate in the Tithing of Alston, in the Manor of Chardstock aforesaid;
subject to a reserved rent of 4s 0d.
LOT 3 For Three Lives - An orchard and two closes of ground, containing five acres or
thereabout; situate at Alston, in the South Tithing of the Manor of Chardstock
aforesaid; subject to a reserved Rent of 1s 8d, and an Heriot.
N.B. The last two Lots, are now in the Possession of James Hoar, as tenant thereof.
LOT 4 For two lives - An orchard and several closes of ground, lying together, and containing
twelve acres or thereabout; lying in the South Tithing of the Manor of
Chardstock aforesaid; now in the possession of Timothy Hoar, as tenant
thereof, subject to a reserved rent of 3s 3d.
For sight of the premises, apply to the tenants; and for further particulars to Mr Lax, Attorney
at Law, Wells; - Mr Tyley, of Wedmore, or the said Timothy Hoar.
Source: Poster produced by J E Lewis, Printer, Bookbinder and Stationer, Wells.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
19.5.1794 - MILITIA ORDER
Robert Payne, baker, “has been chosen by Lot to serve in the Militia for Dorset , now
embodied and in Active Service. By this Order the Parish Officers of Chardstock are required
to pay Robert Payne the sum of £4 10s 0d, which we adjudge to be half the Currant price of
a Volunteer within the said County”.
Source: Devon Heritage Centre document reference 2590A/PO70/4
.......................................................................................................................................................................
9.1.1798 10.7.1798 & 31.8.1799 - MILITIA SUBSTITUTION ORDERS
Three documents relating to Samuel Lacey serving in the Dorset Militia as a substitute for
William Bentley of Chardstock.
At the General Quarter Sessions held on 9.1.1798 at Blandford Forum (2590A/PO70/5) it is
recorded that Samuel Lacey’s wife and two children received a payment of 3s weekly for 63
weeks from 27.6.1795 to 12.9.1796, a total of £9 9s 0d.
At the General Quarter Sessions held on 10.7.1798 at Shaston (2590A/PO70/6) it is
recorded that Samuel Lacey’s wife and three children received a payment of 4s weekly for
74 weeks from 12.9.1796 to 10.3.1798, a total of £15 12s 0d.
Note: The calculation is incorrect. 74 weeks at 4s per week is 296s or £14 16s 0d not £13
12s 0d as recorded.

At the General Quarter Sessions held on 31.8.1799 at Dorchester (2590A/PO70/6) it is
recorded that Samuel Lacey’s wife and three children received a payment of 4s weekly for
13 weeks and 3s weekly for 39 weeks for the period from 10.3.1798 to 10.3.1799, a total of
£8 9s 0d.
Source: Devon Heritage Centre document references 2590A/PO70/5, 70/6 and 70/7
.......................................................................................................................................................................
13.9.1799 - LETTER RELATING TO MILITIA PAYMENTS
Full transcript
Sirs
Dorchester Sept. 13th 1799
There is due from your Parish [Chardstock] to the County of Dorset £23 8s 0d for the
maintenance of the wife and three children of Samuel Lacey residing at Crewkerne,
Somerset substitute in the Dorset Militia for William Bentley of Chardstock.
The above sum is due to the County after deducting £10 2s 0d the amount of two Orders
now lying in this office for the Maintenance of the Wife’s and Family’s of Joseph Dunster
and Robert Payne balloted Men in your Parish and if you have Disbursed any more Money
for the Maintenance of these Families you will get a regular Order from a Justice of the
Peace and bring with you to the Sessions at Bridport 2nd October next to settle with Mr
Lambert and the same shall be allowed you out of the above £23 8s 0d
I am Sirs (for Mr Lambert)
Your most Obedient Servant
William Martin
Source: Devon Heritage Centre document reference 2590A/PO70/8
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1801 - POPULATION OF CHARDSTOCK
The Register Book of the Parish of Chardstock for Baptisms and Burials for the period 1766
to 1812 records that in 1801 the population of the parish was 1095 and that the number of
houses was 187, an average of 5.9 persons per dwelling.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1801 & 1802 - CHARDSTOCK
Isaac Pryer of Chardstock included in a list of Game Certificates issued in the County of
Dorset between 1st July, 1801 and 8th September, 1801 and between 1st July 1802 and 7th
September 1802
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 21.9.1801 & 20.9.1802
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1803 - CHARDSTOCK
William Leate and John Wills of Chardstock included in a list of Game Certificates issued
in the County of Dorset between 1st July, 1803 and 8th September, 1803.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 19.9.1803
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1807 - CHARDSTOCK
Thomas Palmer of Chardstock included in a list of Game Certificates issued in the County
of Dorset between 1st July, 1807 and 10th September, 1807.

Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 28.9.1807
......................................................................................................................................................................
1809 - AUCTION SALE - THOMAS DRAYTON
TO be SOLD by AUCTION by Mr Charles Locch [sic] on Thursday and Friday, the 28th and
29th of September, 1809 at ten o’clock in the forenoon, in the parish of Chardstock - All that
desirable FLOCK of PRIME SHEEP and other LIVE and DEAD STOCK, the property of Mr.
Thomas Drayton, who is going to decline business; consisting of 200 Ewes of different
ages, 50 Chilver Hogs, 40 Pur Hogs, 2 Rams, 20 Wethers, all warranted sound and free
from goggles; 6 good Milch Cows, 6 Heifers (part with calf), 3 Steers; 8 excellent Cart
Horses and Mares with their Harness, 2 Mares with their Colts, 2 exceedingly good Hackney
Mares, 2 Hackney Mares and Colts, 3 fine Colts from 2 to 3 years old; 60 tons of exceedingly
good Hay (well made), 50 acres of After-grass, 50 acres of old and new Wheat in mow (well
saved), 20 acres of good Barley, 20 acres of Oats, 8 acres of Peas, 3 acres of good Clover
Seed; 1 excellent Gig and Harness, 3 very good Waggons (lately new), 3 ditto Putts, 3 Carts,
a good Cider-press and Mill, with sundry Implements of Husbandry, Dairy, Utensils &C. &c.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 11.9.1809.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1811 - POPULATION OF CHARDSTOCK
The Register Book of the Parish of Chardstock for Baptisms and Burials for the period 1766
to 1812 records that in 1811 the population of the parish was 1151 (560 males and 591
females). The number of houses was 209, producing an average of 5.5 persons per
dwelling.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1812 - WAMBROOK AUCTION SALE
To be SOLD by AUCTION, at the Red Lion Inn, in Chard, in the county of Somerset, on Friday
the 28th day of August, 1812, at three o’clock in the afternoon, in one lot, ----- A capital and
very desirable FREEHOLD ESTATE, comprising a Moiety of the MANOR and LORDSHIP of
WAMBROOK, and the entirety of a valuable and very improvable FARM, advantageously
situated about two miles from Chard, and intersected by the turnpike road leading from that
town to Honiton, seven miles from Axminster and Ilminster, ten from Honiton and
Crewkerne, and twelve from Taunton, Wellington, and Lyme; consisting of a substantial
stone-built and thatched Farm-house, dairy-house, and Cottage, with suitable barns and
out-buildings, and 294 statute Acres (more or less) of inclosed rich Meadow, Pasture,
Orchard, and fertile healthy Arable and Sheep Pasture land, capable of great permanent
improvements at an easy rate, lying conveniently disposed, and the principal buildings
nearly central; part occupied by Farmer Thomas, by lease which will expire the 25th day of
March 1814; and the residue by Messrs. Titcher and Type, as tenants from year to year.
The whole property is in Wambrook, except two and a quarter acres in Chardstock and ten
and a half in Combe St. Nicholas, in the county of Somerset. ---- The Land-tax is redeemed,
and the parochial rates extremely low.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 24.8.1812.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1814 - CELEBRATION OF VICTORY NAPOLEONIC WARS
Hand written account in the flyleaf of the Chardstock Register of Baptisms 1813 to 1861 DHS reference 2590A/PR/1/5

“A list of the subscribers, with the amount of their subscriptions, to an entertainment given to
the Poor of this Parish, on the conclusion of a Peace between England and France, in the
Year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fourteen - when Europe was deliver’d
from the most horrible tyranny ever known!!!
Thank be to God thro Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Subscribers
The Revd. T Carter (Vicar)
Mr Cuff (Rector)
The Revd. A Tucker (Curate)
Messrs Symes
W Pryer Senr
I Bently
T Dene [Deane}
Bartlett
Shore
I Pryer
Bond
F Bond
I Dene [Deane]
Chard
W Bently
Collier
Kibby
B Denning
W Pryer Junr
W Wills
J Wills
J Symes
Palmer
Mrs Palmer
Mrs Clarke
Collected from the Ladies for music
Messrs Pinney
Drayton
J Pryer
Welch Junr
Bragg
TS
I Fowler
H Fowler
Culverwell
Aplin
Waldron
R Chard
R Apsey
Apsey Junr
Hayes
Cox
Forsey
Salway

£
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
5

s
12
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
5
11
11
11
11
11
11
11
11
11
11
11
5
5
5
5
5
11
5

d
6
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
0
6
6
6
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
6
0
0
0
0
0
0

Ellett
Cook
Seward
Halway
Marks
Warren
W Apsey
Collis
T Drayton
R Dene [Deane]
Mrs Hoare
Mrs E Chard
Mrs H Domett
Messrs J Denning
G Welch Senr
W Domett
Chard
J Chard
Perring
Harris
Total
Disbursements
Beef, mutton & veal
Flour, raisins, currants, eggs & salt
Bread
Potatoes
Cyder
Musicians
Ringers
Expences in putting up tables &c &c &c
Total

55
£
23
7
3
12
3
4
55

5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
4
2
3
2
2
3
2
2
2
6

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
6
0
0
0
6
0
6

s
11
2
12
17
0
3
12
8
6

d
71/2
9
0
0
0
0
0
11/2
6

Eight hundred men, women and children partook of the entertainment.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1814 - COURT BARON OF THE MANOR OF CHARDSTOCK (exact date unknown)
William Bond of Axminster, Land Surveyor, granted licence to let a house, garden and half
an acre in the South Tything of the Manor of Chardstock, late Burridges.
William Bond of Axminster, Land Surveyor, granted licence to let a cottage and four acres
called Purdishay in the Parish of Chardstock.
Source: Two items offered for sale by Abebooks September, 2008..
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1814 - JOHN HORNER
1.1.1814
John Horner, formerly of Chardstock, lately of Membury, Labourer, in Devon
Prison for being an Insolvent Debtor
Source: Announcement in the London Gazette
.......................................................................................................................................................................

1817 - CHARDSTOCK AUCTION SALE
CHARDSTOCK, in Dorsetshire, 3 miles from Chard and 4 from Axminster.
TO be SOLD by AUCTION, on Wednesday the 26th day of February, 1817, at the George Inn,
in Chardstock aforesaid, precisely at four o’clock in the afternoon, either in one, or the
following Lots:Lot 1. A very desirable FREEHOLD ESTATE, consisting of a substantially-built Dwelling
House, fit for the residence of a genteel family, with suitable offices, stables, barns and
outbuildings; gardens, 2 orchards, and 2 pieces of Meadow Land, containing about 6 acres
(more or less) within a ring fence, and delightfully situated in the rural village of Chardstock
now occupied by Mr Richard Drayton, as tenant from year to year; together with a small
Copyhold Plot of Ground, held for 3 good lives, adjoining the Freehold, and occupied
therewith.
Lot 2. A Freehold ORCHARD, called Kitbridge Orchard, containing about 2 acres, more or
less, occupied also by Mr Richard Drayton, as tenant from year to year.
Lot 3. A Freehold MESSUAGE, consisting of a Dwelling-House, barn, and out-buildings, with
the Garden and Orchard thereto belonging, situate at Crawley, in the said parish of
Chardstock, occupied by Thomas Sparke or his under tenant.
Lot 4. A Copyhold ESTATE, held in the Manor of Chardstock aforesaid, for 2 good lives,
called Pinneys or Pearces, consisting of a Dwelling-House, garden, and orchard, with 7
pieces of Land, containing in the whole, about 18 acres (more or less) now in the
occupation of Mr Richard Drayton, as tenant from year to year.
Lot 5. A small COPYHOLD, called Lucombes [Larcombes], held for 3 lives, containing an
Orchard, adjoining to a Close called Combes Plot.
For viewing the said Lands and Premises, apply to Mr Richard Drayton in Chardstock
aforesaid; and for further particulars, at the office of Mr Clarke, attorney at law, in Chard.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 17.2.1817 and 24.2.1817.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1817 - E SHORE
Between 1st and 30th November, 1817 Edward Shore, miller of Coxden Mills, Chardstock
was declared bankrupt.
Source: Extracted from The London Gazette
......................................................................................................................................................................
1818 - COXDEN MILL
To be SOLD by AUCTION (before the major part of the Commissioners named and
authorized in and by a Commission of Bankrupt awarded and issued against Edward
Shore, of Coxden Mills, within the parish of Chardstock, in the County of Dorset, Miller,
dealer and chapman, a bankrupt) at the Greyhound Inn, in Bridport, in the county of Dorset,
on Wednesday the 28th Day of January 1818, at five o’clock in the afternoon All those capital WATER GRIST or FLOUR MILLS called Coxden Mills, with the Messuages
or Dwelling-House, Mill-House, Stable and other convenient outhouses belonging, and 3
Closes of rich MEADOW LAND adjoining together, by estimation, 12 acres (more or less),

situate in the parish of Chardstock aforesaid, in the possession of the said Edward Shore.
The above Mills are advantageously situated, adjoining the turnpike road leading from
Axminster to Chard, within one mile of the former and five of the latter town, which has an
excellent corn market; are distant only six miles from the sea-port of Lyme, and possessing
a never-failing and abundant stream of water: are well worth the attention of any person
wishing to engage extensively in the business of a Miller, or any machinery requiring a large
supply of water.
The Mills and Lands will be sold in Fee Simple. The occupiers will shew the premises; and
any further information may be obtained at the office of Mr Murly, solicitor, Crewkerne,
Somerset.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 19.1.1818
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1818 - JOHN LINDSAY & WILLIAM WARD
The business of Dorchester Assizes commenced on Friday morning, Mr Justice Holroyd
presiding at the Crown Court. [Amongst those found guilty were] John Lindsay and William
Ward, for robbing S Moon, at Chardstock, 7 years transportation.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 16.3.1818
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1818 - ROBERT PINNEY
At the General Quarter Session of the Peace for the County of Dorset, held at Shaston,
[Shaftesbury] on 20.7.1818 Robert Pinney was sentenced to 4 months imprisonment to
hard labour for stealing potatoes at Chardstock.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 20.7.1818
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1818 - CAPITAL FARM - TYTHERLEIGH AND HULLS
To be LET for a Term of Seven or Fourteen Years from Christmas next, all those capital
Messuages, Bartons and Farms called TYTHERLEIGH and HULLS; containing in the whole
upwards of three hundred and twelve acres of good meadow, pasture, arable land and
orchard, situate at Tytherleigh in the parish of Chardstock, in the county of Dorset; distant
from Chard three miles and from Axminster three miles.
For the above purpose a survey will be held at Tytherleigh Inn in Chardstock on Tuesday the
15th of December next at three o’clock in the afternoon.
For viewing the premises apply to Mr Miller at Tytherleigh Inn; and for other particulars to
Messrs. Flood and Mules, Honiton, Devon. Dated 26th November 1818.
Source: Exeter Flying Post 3.12.1818.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1819 - ISAAC CHUBB
The general quarter session of the peace for the county of Dorset commenced at Blandford
on Tuesday last and the business did not terminate till Saturday afternoon. There were
thirty-six prisoners on the calendar for trial. [Amongst those found guilty were] Isaac Chubb
for stealing an iron chain belonging to N Turner of Chardstock 1 year’s imprisonment to

hard labour.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1819 - ROBERT HARRIS
At the Dorchester Assizes, Crown Court commencing Friday 12.3.1819 Robert Harris was
found guilty for ‘burglariously entering the dwelling-house of Betty Deane, in the parish of
Chardstock, and stealing a quantity of silver plate and articles of wearing apparel”. He was
found guilty and received “the awful sentence of death”, but this was reprieved before the
Judges left town. His actual sentence is not recorded.
Sources: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 8.3.1819 & 15.3.1819
Hampshire Chronicle 22.3.1819.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1819 - JOHN LINDSAY & WILLIAM WARD
Dorchester Assizes, Crown Court on Saturday 13.3.1819 John Lindsay and William Ward
were found guilty for robbing S Moon at Chardstock and sentenced to 7 years transportation.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1819 - CHARDSTOCK
Announcement of a Fair to be held at Chardstock on 11th October 1819.
Source: Hampshire Telegraph 27.9.1819
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1820/1821 - BELL RINGING IN CHARDSTOCK
Three articles concerning the same events
Bury & Norwich Post 11.4.1821
At Dorset Assizes a trial, which had excited great interest in the county, came on before a
Special Jury. The plaintiff was a cordwainer at Chardstock, named Deem, and brought his
action against the Rev. T Bubb [Babb], Curate of the place, for a malicious prosecution in
preferring a bill of indictment against the plaintiff and four other ringers of the parish,
charging them with forcibly entering the belfry of the parish church, and ringing the bells
without the consent of the Minister or Churchwardens; which bill was “ignoramus’d” by the
Grand Jury. The damages were laid at 1000l [£1000] but on the examination of witnesses
there was an utter failure of any proof of malice; and the Judge, in summing up, said that the
ringers being in the belfry at all, without leave, were wrong. Verdict for the defendant.
Hampshire Chronicle 14.5.1821
A very similar version appeared in the Leeds Intelligence 4.6.1821
At the Dorset Sessions an indictment was preferred by one of the bell-ringers of the parish
of Chardstock, in that county, against the minister of that parish for an assault. The charge
arose out of the proceedings against the Queen. The bell-ringers persisting in forcing
themselves into the belfry, and ringing the bells in defiance of the repeated prohibitions of
the clergyman, he thought it his duty to support his authority by personally endeavouring to
remove them from the belfry; and for that purpose proceeded to the church at nine at night,
whilst the bells were ringing. The ringers rushed out of the church when they heard the
clergyman coming, and he caught the first that issued from the belfry, in order to ascertain
who he was. Mr Glynn, the Counsel for the clergyman, argued that the clergyman was
authorised, not only to prevent the ringing, but to remove those who rung, in defiance of his
authority, from the church, and to ascertain who the wrong doers were, provided he did not
use unnecessary force in so doing ----- The Chairman declared the law to be as it was

stated by the Counsel for the clergyman, and the Jury acquitted the defendant.
The Republican Volume 4
Amidst all the wanton outrages committed by the Tory Jacobins, we have heard of none
exceeding one which has happened in the county of Dorset. There are now confined in
Dorchester gaol, to await the Sessions in January, five men, who were ringers at
Chardstock, a small parish near Axminster. Their offence is that of entering the belfry and
ringing the bells, on hearing the news of the failure of the Bill of Pains and Penalties against
the Queen. The men have acted with much spirit, and, like the Suffolk farmer (Mr Twight),
have refused to be bailed. To the honour of the parishioners be it said, that the men have
been liberally supported in gaol, and that the whole parish has deserted the church, as the
curate (Thomas Bab) is the prosecutor, and one William Tucker the committing magistrate.
The very constable who brought the men to the gaol would have bailed them, but they sternly
refused it. On all cases of public rejoicings those men, as the regular ringers of the parish,
were in the habit of entering the belfry without any other instructions than the request of the
parishioners; but on this occasion the curate felt offended, and charges the men with
breaking into the belfry! - It is currently reported in Dorchester that on the Sunday following
the committal of the men, the curate, clerk, and sexton had the church to themselves, and
that not an individual entered it; not even two or three to form what is called a Christian
congregation! The public papers have not noticed this circumstance, but the statement
might be relied on as fact. The names of all the parties have been sent to the Editor of the
Times newspaper three weeks since.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1820 - CHARDSTOCK - JOHN SWAN
Dorset Regular Militia Deserters. Parish of Chardstock South - John Swan, Cordwainer of
Axminster, Devon, aged 20.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 30.7.1821
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1821 - CHARDSTOCK - ROBERT FARNHAM
Dorset Regular Militia Deserters. Parish of Chardstock North - Robert Farnham, Labourer of
South Perrott, aged 27.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 30.7.1821
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1825 - CHARDSTOCK - JOS. GALE
Dorset Regular Militia Deserters. Parish of Chardstock South - Jos. Gale, Labourer of
Poorstock, aged 27.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 27.6.1825
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1827 - CHARDSTOCK - WILLIAM BEER
At the Dorchester assizes included in the list of prisoners for trial was
William Beer for burglary at Chardstock.
Source; Salisbury & Winchester Journal 12.3.1827
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1828 - AUCTION HOOK FARM

Chardstock, Dorset - An Unreserved Auction will be held, by Mr J Chaffey, at Hook Farm, on
Wednesday the 30th January, 1828, for:
The LIVE STOCK, and CORN, the property of Mr John Fryer, who has left the Farm:
comprising 20 horn couples, warranted sound, 20 exceeding good young dairy cows
forward in calf, 4 three-year-old heifers in calf, and 1 bull, all of the Devon breed, 4 capital
cart horses, rising 5 years old, sound and staunch, 4 sets of harness, 6 store pigs, 1 mow
of wheat, and 2 mows of barley.
Refreshment on table at twelve o’clock, and the Sale will commence at one.
Dated January 14th 1828
Source: Sherborne Mercury 28.1.1828
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1829 - CHARDSTOCK AUCTION SALE
By Mr Chaffey, on Tuesday the 21st day of July 1829, at the George Inn, in Axminster, in the
county of Devon, precisely at five o’clock in the afternoon, subject to such conditions as will
be then produced. The following LANDS, DWELLING-HOUSES, and MILLS, in the lots
hereundermentioned: --Lot 1. --- All those Four Closes of excellent Meadow, Pasture, and Arable Land called
STRONG’S GROUND, containing by estimation 18 acres and half (more or less), situate at
Smallridge, in the parish of Axminster, in the county of Devon, and now in the occupation of
Mr Jonathan Symes.
Lot 2. --- All that convenient Dwelling-House, with the Barn, Stable, Garden and Orchard,
thereto adjoining, containing by estimation 1 acre and half (more or less), situate at
Smallridge aforesaid, near lot 1 and now in the occupation of Mr Thomas Cozens, as tenant
thereof.
Lot 3. --- All those excellent Mills (now used as a lace manufactory), with the Orchard thereto
belonging, situate in the parish of Chardstock, in the county of Dorset, now in the occupation
of Mr Facey, as tenant thereof.
Lot 4. --- All that commodious and well-built Dwelling-House, with the Malt-House, Stable,
Outhouses, Garden and Orchard thereto adjoining, containing by estimation 2 acres (more
or less), situate at Smallridge aforesaid, and now in the occupation of the said Jonathan
Symes.
Lots 1, 2, and 3 are held in Fee-Simple, and lot 4 for the remainder of two several terms of
99 years, determinable on the deaths of two lives, respectively aged 52 and 72.
The Mills are well supplied with a good stream of Water, and calculated for carrying on an
extensive Business.
For viewing the Premises apply to the said Jonathan Symes; and for further particulars to
Mr Bawden or Mr Clarke, Attorneys at Law, Chard, Somerset.
Dated 10th July, 1829
Source: Sherborne Mercury 20.7.1829

.......................................................................................................................................................................
1829 - CHARDSTOCK - SIMEON SYMES
A list of bankrupts included Simeon Symes of Chardstock, late of Old Bailey, corn-dealer.
Source: Perry’s Gazette 1.8.1829
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1829 - CHARDSTOCK - GAME CERTIFICATES
County of Dorset - Persons who have obtained Game Certificates for the year 1829.
List (1) General Certificates at £3 13s 6d each - Thomas Palmer (Chardstock South), Aaron
Wills (Chardstock South) and Rev. George Tucker (Chardstock South)
List (2) Gamekeepers not being Assessed Servants at £3 13s 6d each - John Fowler by
Lord Henley for Chardstock.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 18.9.1828
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1829 - CHARDSTOCK AUCTION SALE
By Mr Chaffey on Friday, the 30th day of October, 1829.
The Prime Live and Dead STOCK, IMPLEMENTS of HUSBANDRY, CORN, HAY &c., the
property of Mr Richard Chard (quitting the Farm): --- Comprising 100 very good Dorset
Ewes, 50 Chilver Lambs, and 2 Rams, warranted perfectly sound; 3 young Dairy Cows, 2
two years old Heifers, 1 fat Heifer, 2 Calves, 4 capital Cart Horses, warranted sound and
staunch; 5 sets of Harness, 1 three years old Cart Colt, 1 Hackney ditto, 2 Donkeys, 6 Pigs,
3 good Waggons, 2 broadwheel Puts, Donkey Cart, Slides, Sulls, Drags, Harrows, Roller,
Winnowing Machine, Fan and Stand, Winnowing Sheet, Bags, Sieves, Chaff Cutter, Corn
Bin, 3 Mows of Wheat, 2 Barley Mows, 7 Mow Staddles, Rick of Ever Seed, 2 good Ricks of
Hay, Wood Mow &c. &c.
Refreshments at twelve and the Sale will commence at half past one o’clock precisely.
A pleasantly situated DWELLING-HOUSE, GARDEN, ORCHARD and 4 acres of rich Arable
Land to be Let. Apply to Mr Chard.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 26.10.1829.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1830 - CHARDSTOCK - GAME CERTIFICATES
County of Dorset - Persons who have obtained Game Certificates for the year 1830.
List (1) General Certificates at £3 13s 6d each - Thomas Deane (Chardstock), Charles W
Loveridge (Chardstock), William Loveridge (Chardstock) and Thomas Palmer
(Chardstock).
List (2) Gamekeepers not being Assessed Servants at £3 13s 6d each - John Fowler by
Lord Henley for Chardstock.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1830 - CHARDSTOCK - JAMES SPILLER
The Epiphany Sessions for the County of Dorset commence tomorrow 12.1.1830. Included
in the list of prisoners for trial is James Spiller, for having run away and left his wife and

family chargeable to the Parish of Chardstock
Source: Sherborne Mercury 11.1.1830
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1830 - COAXDON - DWELLING HOUSE TO BE LET
To be Let by Private Contract from Lady-day next, a Comfortable and Commodious
DWELLING HOUSE, garden, stall-stable and suitable outbuildings of every description, well
calculated for a respectable family, together with or without Thirty Acres of excellent orchard,
arable and pasture land adjoining, all in a ring fence, situate at Coaxdon, two miles from
Axminster and five from Chard, now in the occupation of G T Williamson Esq. who will direct
a person to shew the premises.
Dated 11th February, 1830
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 20.2.1830.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1830 - CHARDSTOCK - THOMAS WEBBER
At the Dorchester assizes included in the list of prisoners for trial and sentenced to 6
months hard labour was Thomas Webber for stealing a shirt, the property of James Seager
of Chardstock.
Source; Salisbury & Winchester Journal 12.3.1830
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1830 - CHARDSTOCK - WILLIAM BEER
Crown Court - William Beer for breaking into the dwelling-house of James Honeybon of
Chardstock and stealing therefrom one sack bag containing two bushels of barley-meal, the
property of the said James Honeybon. Guilty. Death recorded.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 15.3.1830
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1830 - CHARDSTOCK - COURT FARM
Court Farm, in the Parish of Chardstock, Dorset.
On Thursday the 18th instant [18.3.1830], an auction will be held by Mr Chaffey for the whole
of the Live Stock and Implements in Husbandry, the property of Mr Isaac Pryer, quitting the
farm; comprising 110 very prime Couples, 70 Wether and Ewe Hogs, and 2 Rams, the
whole of a superior Knot Breed, and warranted sound, 22 good young Dairy Cows, greater
part with Calves, the others near calving, 7 Barren Heifers, and 1 Bull, 4 Cart Horses,
several sets of Harness, a very good five-year old Saddle or Harness Horse, Hackney Mare
in Foal, strong Pony and 2 Hog Colts; and the whole of the Implements of Husbandry.
Refreshments on table at 12, and the Sale to commence punctually at one o’clock. No
Reserve.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 15.3.1830
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1830 - CHARDSTOCK - REV. ELBOROUGH WOODCOCK
The Rev. Elborough Woodcock has been instituted to the Vicarage of Chardstock on the

presentation of the Rev. Dr. Woodcock.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 22.3.1830
Hampshire Chronicle 15.3.1830
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1830 - CHARDSTOCK WORKHOUSE
Wanted at Midsummer next, a Married Man and Woman, of middle age, without any
incumbrance, as GOVERNOR and GOVERNESS, to superintend the Poor, and to have the
management of the WORKHOUSE, in the parish of Chardstock, Dorset. Testimonials as to
character will be required.
All persons desirous of filling the situation are desired to apply to the Churchwardens of the
said parish, on or before the 12th day of May next; on that date there will be a meeting held
at the Workhouse in the said parish, at ten o’clock in the forenoon, to appoint the person
approved of.
Dated Chardstock on the 9th day of April, 1830.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 26.4.1830.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1830 - COAXDON
To be Let by Private Contract. With immediate possession.
A large, comfortable and commodious Dwelling House, Garden, stalled Stable, and
suitable Outbuildings of every description, well calculated for a respectable family, together
with or without 30 acres of excellent Orchard, Arable and Pasture Lane adjoining, all in a
ring fence, situate at Coaxdon, in the parish of Chardstock, two miles from Axminster and
five from Chard.
For a view of the Premises apply either at the House, or to Mr R Cuff, Chard, and for further
particulars to Messrs Tucker & Forward, Solicitors, Chard.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 26.7.1830
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1830 - CHARDSTOCK - S and F ENTICOT
At the Devon Lammas Assizes S and F Enticot were brought up on a charge of sheep
stealing at Chardstock and Membury, but the case was not heard as no bill had been
presented.
Source: North Devon Journal 12.8.1830
......................................................................................................................................................
1831 - CHARDSTOCK - GAME CERTIFICATES
County of Dorset - Persons who have obtained Game Certificates for the year 1831.
List (1) General Certificates at £3 13s 6d each - Rev. Fortescue Todd (Chardstock South,
Rev. George Tucker (Chardstock South) and John Plummer (Chardstock South),
List (2) Gamekeepers not being Assessed Servants at £3 13s 6d each - John Fowler by
Lord Henley for Chardstock.
Source: Sherborne Mercury

.......................................................................................................................................................................
1831 - CHARDSTOCK VILLAGE - NEWLY BUILT COTTAGE
To be let with immediate possession. A newly-built Cottage, with walled Garden and 2
acres of very productive Orchard adjoining, with or without two Fields of rich Pasture Lane,
containing about 5 acres, within a small distance of the House.
The Premises are well calculated for the residence of a gentleman with a small family, and
the neighbourhood affords a great advantage for a person desirous of field sports.
For viewing the Premises apply to Mr John Seward, Builder, Chardstock, and for other
particulars to Mr Isaac Pryer, the Proprietor, Battleford.
Chardstock is situated three miles from Chard and four from Axminster, and within ten
minutes walk of the western and London mail-road.
Dated Chardstock 3rd February 1831.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 14.2.1831.
Note: From the description above and in the 1840 Tithe Apportionment, this notice may refer
to the property known in 2015 as Ivydene.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1831 - CHARDSTOCK - PHILIP FACEY
The Court for Relief of Insolvent Debtors on the twenty second day of February, 1831; Upon
the filing of the Petition and Schedule of Philip Facey, late of Axminster in the County of
Devon, and of the parish of Chardstock, in the County of Dorset, Lace Manufacturer, a
prisoner in the King’s Bench prison in the County of Surrey; it is ordered and appointed that
the Matters of the said Petition and Schedule shall be heard by the Court at the Court House
in Portugal-street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields on the twenty eight day of March next at the hour of ten
in the morning precisely; of which all Creditors and Persons claiming to be Creditors of the
said Insolvent for the sum of Five Pounds or more shall have notice, by service of a Copy of
this Order made within such Time and in such manner as is prescribed by the Rule of Court
in that behalf
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 5.3.1831
......................................................................................................................................................
1831 - COAXDON
Cottage Residence, Chardstock near Axminster. To be Let by Private Contract with
immediate possession (or at any time which may be agreed apon before Lady-day next).
A Comfortable and Commodious Dwelling-House, with Gardens, two stalled Stables, GigHouse and suitable Outbuildings of every description, together with any quantity of prime
Orchard, Meadow and Pasture Land not exceeding 30 acres, all within a ring fence, situate
not more than 5 minutes walk from the turnpike-road leading from Chard to Axminster,
where coaches pass daily to and from London: - distance from the former place five and the
latter two miles. - The House is calculated for the residence of a small genteel Family and
will be fitted up to meet the taste and convenience of the Taker.
For viewing the Premises, apply at the House; for further particulars, and to treat for the
same, apply if by letter, the postage to be paid, to Mr M Wakley, Land-Agent, near Honiton. -

5th May 1831.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 16.5.1831.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1831 - APPOINTMENT OF OVERSEERS OF THE PARISH OF CHARDSTOCK
Whether a woman may be appointed an Overseer A mandamus was moved for the Justices to nominate two substantial householders to be
Overseers of Chardstock in Dorsetshire. There was an affidavit that at a parish meeting after
Easter, a man and a women were elected Overseers; and at a meeting of the Justices they
approved of the man and refused the woman. The King’s Bench decided that a woman was
not to be an overseer of the poor where there were other persons in the parish proper to
serve; and added that there could be no custom in a parish to put a woman in this office
because she was an householder &c.
Source: Hereford Journal 22.6.1831
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1831 - BURGLARY - MR DRAYTON
About one o’clock on the morning of 29th September 1831 Mr Drayton, a clock and watchmaker of Tytherleigh, Chardstock, was disturbed in his bed by a noise as if some one was
about the house, suspecting it to be a thief, as he had been repeatedly robbed, hastened
down stairs undressed, with an old sword in his hand. He heard a movement as if some
person were endeavouring to escape, when he called out to his daughter for his pistols and
a light. On the light being soon furnished, he discovered that a man had nearly made his
way up the chimney by means of a rope, the lower end of which Mr Drayton had the
presence of mind to fasten to the grate to prevent its being drawn up and removed, by which
precaution a clue was furnished for the discovery of the thief.
Mr Drayton remained for some time in the house and afterwards went out and alarmed his
neighbours, who, on inspection, found that the rope had been fixed to the handle of a pickaxe placed across the chimney top, by which means he had entered the house. Some of the
neighbours happened to know the rope to be the property of Mr. Bishop, a farmer, and the
pick-axe stem to belong to a man who worked for him by the name of Hounsel. A searchwarrant was obtained and some of Mr Drayton’s property found on the premises of the
latter, on which he and his wife were taken into custody: but as suspicion fell more strongly
on his son, Edward Hounsel, who was missing, search was made for him and during the
day he was found concealed behind a hay-rick in a field.
On being told that his parents were prisoners on the charge of the robbery, he confessed
himself the thief and pointed out the spot where he had deposited a watch under a stone, in
which place it was discovered. He was committed to take his trial for felony at Dorchester,
but the father and mother were liberated.
Source: Northampton Mercury 15.10.1831
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1831 - CHARDSTOCK- WILLIAM SEWARD
Dorset Michaelmas Sessions - William Seward was charged with stealing a quantity of
wheat, the property of Mr John Highmore, from a barn in the parish of Chardstock: guilty,
one calendar month’s imprisonment with hard labour.

Source: Hampshire Advertiser 22.10.1831
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1831 - THE PENNY POST
One of those useful establishments, a “penny-post” to the villages of Combe St. Nicholas
and Buckland St. Mary, is about to be established from the town of Chard. It has also been
suggested that an efficient plan of the same kind might be adopted, embracing Chardstock,
Membury, Stockland and Wambrook.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 28.11.1831.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1832 - CHARDSTOCK - GAME CERTIFICATES
County of Dorset - Persons who have obtained Game Certificates for the year 1832.
List (1) General Certificates at £3 13s 6d each - Rev. Fortescue Todd (Chardstock)
List (2) Gamekeepers not being Assessed Servants at £3 13s 6d each - John Fowler by
Lord Henley for Chardstock.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 17.9.1832
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1832 - CHARDSTOCK FAIR
Listing of a Fair at Chardstock on Wednesday 10th October 1832
Source: Liverpool Mercury 5.10.1832
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1832 - CHARDSTOCK - EDWARD HOUNSELL
Dorset Crown Court. Death recorded: Edward Hounsell for breaking into the dwelling house
of Thomas Drayton at Chardstock.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 19.3.1832
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1832 - CHARDSTOCK WORKHOUSE - GOVERNOR & GOVERNESS
WANTED, a Man and his Wife, as GOVERNOR and GOVERNESS of the WORKHOUSE at
Chardstock. Preference will be given to a man who has been accustomed to parish
business and with no family; he will be required to attend to all parochial concerns.
Testimonials as to character &c. will be expected.
Apply at the Workhouse on THURSDAY the 19th APRIL between the hours of ten and twelve.
Dated Chardstock, near Chard, 29th March, 1832.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1833 - CHARDSTOCK - DWELLING HOUSE TO BE LET
To be LET and entered upon immediately.
A Neat and Comfortable DWELLING HOUSE and Garden, with a two stall Stable and all
suitable Offices attached, with or without an Orchard and Field, pleasantly situated in the
village of CHARDSTOCK, near the church and about ten minutes walk from the London
Road; distant from Axminster four miles, three from Chard and seven from Lyme.

For particulars and to treat for the same, apply Mr Richard Chard of Chardstock, aforesaid.
Dated March 30th, 1833.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 1.4.1833.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1833 - CHARDSTOCK - GAME CERTIFICATES
County of Dorset - Persons who have obtained Game Certificates for the year 1833
List (1) General Certificates at £3 13s 6d each - Rev. Fortescue Todd (Chardstock)
and Thomas Palmer (Chardstock North)
Source: Sherborne Mercury 16.9.1833
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1833 - CHARDSTOCK FAIR
Listing of a Fair at Chardstock on 7th October 1833
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 7.10.1833
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1834 - CHARDSTOCK - REV. CHARLES WOODCOCK
The Rev. Charles Woodcock to the Vicarage of Chardstock, county of Dorset, void by the
resignation of the Rev. Elborough Woodcock
Source: Gloucestershire Chronicle 8.2.1834
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1834 CHARDSTOCK - LODGE MILLS
To be sold by tender for the remainder of a Term of Years absolute, of which upwards of 900
years are unexpired.
All those well-accustomed Water Grist and Flour Mills called Lodge Mills otherwise
Wambrook Mills with requisite Machinery attached and supplied with a never-failing stream
of water; also a good Dwelling-House, convenient Offices and Outbuildings, Courtlage,
Gardens and two prime Orchards belonging, containing about 2 acres, situate in
Chardstock, distant about two miles from Chard, six Axminster, ten Crewkerne, Lyme and
Honiton, and twelve Taunton.
The site is well adapted for a Factory and working machinery by water. Half the Purchase
Money may remain on Security of the Premises.
For a view or further particulars apply to Mr Thomas Aplin, the owner of the Mills, to whom or
to Mr Kite, Surveyor tenders in writing may be addressed (if by letter post-paid), until the
22nd Of February next; soon after the Person whose Tender is approved will be informed
thereof.
If the premises are not sold, the same will be Let for a Term from Ladyday next - This will be
only twice advertised - 28th of January 1834.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 10.2.1834.
.......................................................................................................................................................................

1834 - CHARDSTOCK - REV. FORTESCUE TODD
Presentation of Plate - On Thursday last, a handsome presentation of plate was made by
the parishioners to the Rev. Fortescue Todd, on his leaving the curacy of Chardstock, near
Chard, in this county, bearing the following inscription:- “Presented to the Reverend
Fortescue Todd, by his parishioners and friends, as a token of their grateful esteem, and in
testimony of their sincere and zealous discharge of his ministerial duties, whilst curate of
Chardstock Feb. 1834”. The plate, which was very beautiful, and exceedingly admired, was
manufactured by Messrs. Payne of Bath.
Source: Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser 26.2.1834
Salisbury & Winchester Journal 10.3.1834
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1834 - CHARDSTOCK WORKHOUSE
At a vestry meeting held in the parish of Chardstock, Dorset, December 13th, 1832 it was
determined to put down the establishment at the workhouse of the said parish and, instead
of finding the poor in food and clothing as heretofore, to pay them some weekly allowance in
money as should be thought proper and not to allow any to be lodged in the said workhouse
but the old and infirm, and to appoint a woman to take care of them, and also to discharge
the governor and governess, which was accordingly done at Lady-day 1833; and, on making
up the accounts at Lady-day 1834 there appeared a saving, in point of expense to the
parish, of 148l 7s 5d. It has been calculated that this year’s expense will not exceed 80l --The annual expense at the said workhouse, by finding the poor in food and clothing,
including salary and maintenance of a governor &c., has averaged for years past 260l.
Source; Salisbury & Winchester Journal 16.6.1834.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
8.9.1834 - CHARDSTOCK - RAFFLE OF BULL
A Bull - Wonderful Opportunity for Breeders.
To be raffled for in sixty-five shares on Wednesday 17th September 1834 at the George Inn,
Chardstock. That very surprising animal, the Young Bull Miracle, belonging to Mr W
Culverwell, who has determined to part with him in consequence of his being unable to
travel, though requested to do so by the principal Nobility and Gentry in Devon, Dorset and
Somerset.
Ladies and Gentlemen wishing for tickets of twenty pounds each, may be accommodated
by an immediate application to the said Mr Culverwell and Mr Coles, Hares Farm. - Dated
September 8th 1834.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 8.9.1834.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1834 - CHARDSTOCK - GAME CERTIFICATES
County of Dorset - Persons who have obtained Game Certificates for the year 1834
List (1) General Certificates at £3 13s 6d each - John Fowler (Chardstock South), Aaron N
Wills (Chardstock South), Thomas Deane (Chardstock North), William Loveridge
(Chardstock North) and Thomas Palmer (Chardstock North)
Source: Sherborne Mercury 15.9.1834
.......................................................................................................................................................................

1835 - CHARDSTOCK - GEORGE WEBBER
At the Dorset Midsummer Sessions at Dorchester on Tuesday 30th June 1835 George
Webber for stealing a pruning knife at Chardstock.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 29.6.1835
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1835 - CHARDSTOCK - GAME CERTIFICATES
County of Dorset - Persons who have obtained Game Certificates for the year 1835
List (1) General Certificates at £3 13s 6d each - Thomas Deane (Chardstock North) and
William Loveridge (Chardstock North)
Source: Sherborne Mercury 14.9.1835
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1836 - GENERAL FUND FOR THE RELIEF OF THE DISTRESSED IRISH CLERGY
Under a list of amounts donated for this cause is one which reads “Chardstock - Collection
by Rev. Charles Woodstock [Woodcock] £3 4s”.
Source: Morning Post 10.3.1836.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1836 - CHARDSTOCK - REV. FORTESCUE TODD
The Rev. Fortescue Todd, late Curate of Chardstock, Dorset has been presented to the
perpetual curacy of St. Peter’s, Marylebone on the resignation of the Rev. L V Hammick. This
preferment is in the gift of the Crown and its value is £600 per annum.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 21.3.1836
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1836 - AXMINSTER UNION
Notice is hereby given that the Guardians of this Union have, in pursuance of the provisions
of the recent Act of Parliament for Registering Births, Deaths and Marriages, divided the
Union into the following Registrar’s Districts, which have been approved by the Registrar
General, namely 1st - Axminster District: comprising the parishes of Axminster, Hawkchurch, Thorncombe,
Kilmington, Coombepyne.
2nd - Colyton District: comprising the parishes of Colyton, Seaton and Beer, Axmouth,
Shute, Musbury.
3rd - Lyme District: comprising the parishes of Lyme-Regis, Uplyme, Charmouth.
4th - Chardstock District: comprising the parishes of Chardstock, Membury, Stockland,
Dalwood.
By Order of the Board, Charles Bond, Clerk to the Union. Dated Axminster, October 7, 1836
Source: Sherborne Mercury 17.10.1836
.......................................................................................................................................................................

1837 - AXMINSTER UNION
Notice is hereby given that the Guardians of this Union will receive Tenders from Medical
Gentlemen, legally qualified to practise, stating at what sum they will Contract for the
Medical Relief of each District in the Union, for one year, commencing the 25th of March
next, such Contract to include all cases of sickness, surgery, midwifery, and vaccination,
and also such medicines and appliances as may be necessary for all paupers within the
District, whether belonging to the same or otherwise.
The Union is divided into the six following Medical Districts [of which Chardstock was part of
District 5, viz:]
No. 5 - Parishes of Thorncombe and Chardstock and the Tything of Beerhall - population
2775.
The Medical Officers will be required to make a weekly return of sickness and mortality to
the Board of Guardians and to attend the Board when summoned for that purpose and they
will be required to attend such cases of midwifery only as the Board may, under special
circumstances, direct, at an extra charge of 10s for each case so attended.
All Tenders must be sealed and marked “Medical Tenders” and be delivered free of
expense at the Clerk’s Office, in Axminster, before ten o’clock on Thursday the 16th day of
March instant; each Tender to specify the District to be contracted for; and the Guardians do
not pledge themselves to accept the lowest Tender.
By Order of the Board, Charles Bond, Clerk to the Union. Dated Axminster, March 2nd, 1837
Source: Sherborne Mercury 3.3.1837.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1837 - CHARDSTOCK - COTTAGE TO BE LET
TO BE LET BY PRIVATE CONTRACT, and entered upon at Lady-day next.
A Neat and Convenient COTTAGE, fit for the residence of a genteel family, consisting of a
good parlour, kitchen and five bed rooms, together with other convenient Offices attached
and detached, likewise a large walled Garden and Orchard adjoining. Also 3 acres of
excellent Meadow Land, with good Stables and Cow-sheds.
The above Premises are in good repair and pleasantly situated in the healthy and delightful
village of Chardstock, which is distant from Chard three miles and Axminster four, both good
market towns. The present tenant will show the Premises.
To treat for the same, and other information, apply to Mr John Pryer, the owner, of
Pendower, near Yeovil, Somerset; if by letter, post-paid.
Dated March 4th, 1837.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 6.3.1837.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1837 - AXMINSTER UNION
The Churchwardens and Overseers of the several parishes comprised in the above Union,
and hereinafter named, will, in pursuance of the order of the Poor Law Commissioners for
England and Wales, proceed on Thursday the 30th March instant, to the elections of the

number of Guardians of the Poor set opposite the names of such Parishes, for the year
ending the 25th day of March, 1838.
Parishes in the County of Devon - Axminster (3 Guardians), Axmouth (1), Beer and Seaton
(2), Colyton (2), Coombepyne (1), Kilmington (1), Membury (1), Musbury (1), Shute (1),
Thorncombe (2), Uplyme (1)
Parishes in the County of Dorset - Charmouth (1), Chardstock (2), Dalwood (1), Hawkchurch
(1), Lyme-Regis (3), Stockland (1)
Any person entitled to vote in any of the said Parishes may propose, as the guardian or
guardians thereof, any number (not exceeding the number to be there elected) of persons
who are severally rated to the poor-rate of any parish in the Union, in respect of property of
the annual value or rental of £25. The proposal must be written and must state the names,
residences and callings of the persons proposed and the name of the proposer and must
be delivered to one of the Churchwardens and Overseers of such parish on or before the
23rd day of March instant.
Owners of rateable property in such parish, as well as rate-payers, are entitled to vote,
provided their names are on the register of owners, or if they send in to the Churchwardens
and Overseers before the day of closure their claims to vote, with a statement of their names
and address and a description of their property.
Owners may also vote by proxy; but proxies must make the statements above mentioned for
their principals and transmit to the Churchwardens and Overseers the originals or attested
copies of their appointments.
In case a contest for the office of Guardian in any of the said parishes, the votes will be given
in papers to be left by the Churchwardens and Overseers two days at least before the day
fixed for the election, at the houses of those residents of the parish who are then entitled to
vote. All residents out of the parish and all persons who become entitled after that day, must
apply to one of the Churchwardens and Overseers for voting papers on the day of election.
The forms of nomination papers, statements of owners and appointment of proxy may be
seen and copied by voters at the Board room in Axminster.
Charles Bond, Clerk to the Board of Guardians. Dated Axminster, March 7th, 1837.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 20.3.1837.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1837 - CHARDSTOCK - EDWARD HASKELL
Notice given that Mr Edward Frowd Haskell has been appointed the Relieving Officer for the
registration of Births and deaths in the Parish of Chardstock
Source: Sherborne Mercury 19.6.1837
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1837 - CHARDSTOCK FAIR
Listing of a Fair at Chardstock on 10th October 1833
Source: Liverpool Mercury 6.10.1837
.......................................................................................................................................................................

1837 - CHARDSTOCK - LODGE MILLS
For Sale by Auction by Mr Gregory at the George Inn, Chard, Somerset on Tuesday the 12th
Day of December next at five o’clock in the afternoon, subject to such conditions as will then
be produced,
All those well-accustomed Water Grist and Flour Mills called Lodge Mills, otherwise
Wambrook Mills, in Chardstock, having two pairs of good stones (one pair nearly new),
Bolting Machine, and other requisite Machinnery, with a constant supply of water; and a
good Dwelling-House adjoining the said Mills, consisting of a parlour, kitchen, and bakehouse and four bed-rooms, stable, cellar, pound-house and other convenient outbuildings,
with two large excellent Gardens thereto attached, and two prolific bearing Orchards,
abounding with choice fruit, containing about 2 acres (more or less).
The above Premises are within two miles of Chard, ten of Crewkerne, Lyme and Honiton,
six of Axminster and twelve of Taunton - all good market towns; and will be sold for the
remainder of a term of 1000 years.
Half of the purchase money may remain on security of the Premises, if required.
To view the Property, apply to the tenant; and further particulars may be known on
application (post-paid) to Mr Thomas Aplin, of Misterton, or to Mr S Walter, Attorney-at-Law,
Chard.
If the Premises are not sold, the same will be Let for a term from Lady-day next.
Dated November 14th 1837.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 20.11.1837.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1837 - CHARDSTOCK ROBBERY - LUKE SEWARD
Two very different accounts of the same incident
Exeter Flying Post 28.12.1837.
On Saturday the 16th December 1837 as Luke Seward, a carpenter of Chardstock, was
returning home from Axminster, about 11 o’clock at night, two men, who were strangers,
(but in whose company he had been that evening in a cider house), attacked him when
about half-a-mile from his home and robbed him of half a pound of tobacco - a knife - a new
pocket handkerchief, having a print of the Queen in the centre - and a tobacco box, in which,
with the tobacco, were three sovereigns and 17s.
One of the men was about 50, dressed in a black coat, dark waistcoat, brown ribbed
breeches, button stockings, of the same materials, and wore batts. The other man was
about 25, wore a blue coat, dark waistcoat and had a raised mole in one of his cheeks, as
large as a four-penny silver piece. It is hoped that this paragraph will appear in the different
newspapers circulated in the Western Counties, as it might be the means of bringing these
highwaymen to a just punishment.
Exeter & Plymouth Gazette.
Robbery and Beerhouses --- A carpenter of Chardstock named Luke Seward, on his return
from Axminster last Saturday, where he had received £5, was foolish enough to call at one
of the greatest pests in the country, a Beer shop, where he exhibited his money, in the

presence of two fellows unknown to him. As a matter of course (we say), just after he had
left the house, he was overtaken by the two ruffians who had seen his money, which they
very unceremoniously then took the liberty to ease him of, quietly walking away, leaving their
victim sprawling in the mud.
Now we are not astonished at this circumstance, but wonder that such cases do not more
frequently occur, especially when we find tradesman entering these dens of infamy, where
originate two thirds of the crimes committed in this country. Instead of benefiting, as was
intended, the honest and industrious poor man, it tends only to demoralize and ruin him,
and affords the greatest security to the idol and dissolute.
The Beer Act has proved to be the greatest curse in the land, and is, as we before said, the
only thing to which can be attributed to the great increase of crime; sincerely therefore, do
we pray that every parish and town in the Kingdom will soon see the propriety of petitioning
for some considerable alteration, if not for utter repeal.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1838 - COTLEY FARM - LOST DOG
Stolen or Strayed from Mr James Totterdell’s, Wellington, Somerset; a Liver Colored and
White Pointer Dog, with a long tail, answering to the name of “Duke”. He had on a Steel
Collar, engraved “Thomas Palmer, Chardstock” and the dog is marked as follows: - Ears
Liver color, extending around each eye, a spot on the off shoulder, extending over the back
and half way down the near shoulder, a circular spot on the near side, and a spot on the
rump, reaching nearly half way down the tail. Whoever will return the said Dog, either to the
aforesaid Mr James Totterdell or to Mr Thomas Palmer, Cotley Farm, Chardstock, near
Chard shall receive a Reward on One Sovereign; and any person detaining the same after
this public Notice will be prosecuted.
Dated Cotley Farm, near Chardstock December 30th 1837.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 6.1.1818.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1838 - CHARDSTOCK - REV. CHARLES WOODCOCK
On Sunday last the Rev. Charles Woodcock, Vicar of Chardstock preached an excellent
sermon in our church in behalf of the National School, selecting his text from the 18th
chapter of Genesis, 19th verse; on which occasion he happily exposed the pernicious
tendency of these doctrines advocated by those persons who would make what is termed
“useful knowledge” of more importance that Scripturat knowledge, and clearly pointed out
the danger to be apprehended from any system of national education which had not the
Bible for its basis.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 20.1.1838
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1838 - CHARD NEWS
ROBBERY - A daring highway robbery was on Monday evening last perpetrated by four
ruffians on Mr Knight, butcher, of Chardstock, who was on his return from our market in his
cart. The attack was made about a mile and a half hence and very near the residence of Mr
Knight, whom they robbed of between five and six pounds, leaving only four-pence in his
pockets; and not content with their booty, the villians severely beat and bruised their victim,
who, we are sorry to add, can identify neither of the party.

Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 3.2.1838.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1838 - CHARDSTOCK - REV. CHARLES WOODCOCK
A sermon was preached in the afternoon of Sunday the 22nd April in the Parish Church of
Chardstock by the Rev. Charles Woodcock, the vicar, in behalf of the Schools of that place:
and on Sunday last, an examination of the Children took place in the Church, for the
purpose of shewing the method of Scriptural Education pursued, on which occasion the
Church was literally thronged, by the attendance of many respectable families from the
neighbouring parishes, who manifested their approbation and satisfaction at the answers
elicited from the Children - Collections were made on both days in aid of the fund for
building a new School-room, and a liberal sum was subscribed.
It is very gratifying to witness such spectacles as the above, especially at a time like the
present, when we find so many vague ideas afloat about storing the youthful mind with what
is termed “useful Instruction” and “liberal education” without the aid of the Holy Scriptures the only sound basis of all real knowledge.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 5.5.1838
An examination of the children of the Chardstock Sunday School took place in the parish
Church on Sunday the 29th April, which lasted for upwards of two hours. The children, who
have been instructed for the short space of three months only, acquitted themselves to the
astonishment of all who heard them. A collection was made at the close of the examination
and we are happy to state that upwards of £10 10s was the result.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 14.5.1838
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1838 - CHARD - CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY
The annual Sermons in behalf of this Society were preached in our Church on Sunday last,
in the morning by the Rev. Charles Woodcock, Vicar of Chardstock, from Isaiah 65. v. i., and
in the afternoon by the Rev Dr. Doran (late Missionary to India, and also companion of
Bishop Heber) from Acts 25. v. xxv. The Rev. Dr. made a most eloquent and impressive
discourse in aid of the funds for the spiritual instruction of the benighted heathen. The
subscriptions at the close of the day amounted to £10 5s - On Monday evening the first
Anniversary of the Chard Church Missionary Society was held at the Guildhall, which was
both numerously and respectably attended, T E Clarke Esq. in the Chair, who opened the
business of the meeting by stating that, although a warm supporter of the cause for which
they were met, he felt himself quite incapable of the duties which would devolve on him; but
he was delighted at seeing so large an assembly of ladies and gentlemen. The Rev.
Charles Woodcock (the Treasurer) said a year had now elapsed since the Society was
formed in this place and consequently this was the first anniversary. The Church Missionary
Society was formed in the year 1800, by members of the Church of England; but it was met
first with indifference; since that period, however, he was authorised to state that it was
supported by no less than 15 bishops and 4000 of our clergy. The Bible and Liturgy has
been translated into foreign languages and he was proud to say the collections made in
this town last year amounted to £36 and upwards and the villages of Buckland Combe and
Chardstock £76 13s 3d. From a calculation that has been made, a poor Heathen can be
educated and brought to the knowledge of God for 1d per week. And within this last year
there has been collected in England for the Church Missionary Society, between 4 and
£5000 and no less than 25 missionaries have been sent and there are now 97 stations
assisted by 300 inhabitants already instructed in the word of God (Applause).

Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 2.6.1838.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1838 - CHARDSTOCK - CATTLE STEALING
On Monday last, William Friend, of Yeovil, Labourer, was detained at the Chough Inn, in
custody, on suspicion of having stolen 2 Cows and 1 Heifer, which he that day drove into our
market, and quickly disposed of one of them for a sum considerably less than its value to a
Mr Forsey of Chardstock, but who, it is believed, had no misgivings as to the prisoner’s
honesty. The Cattle were of excellent quality and of large size and the prisoner did not give
satisfactory replies to some queries addressed to him, he was remanded until Wednesday
last. During this interval, enquiries were made for him by the servant of Mr William Pearse
of Clist St. Lawrence in Devon, who it appeared bought the cattle at Yeovil Fair and entrusted
them to a friend to drive to the Swan Inn, Honiton, for which he was to give him 5s and he
(Pearse) left Yeovil by the Traveller Coach. On Wednesday last the prisoner was brought up
at the Town Hall to be examined before the Mayor, when his employer appeared and
identified both him and the Cattle, other testimony fully establishing the guilt of the prisoner
was then adduced and on being asked for his defence, prisoner replied he had “nothing to
say”. He was accordingly committed to take his trial at the next Assizes for Somerset.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 7.7.1838.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1838 - CHARDSTOCK
On Tuesday last Francis Edgwers, who described himself as a tailor from Southmolton and
Henry Mortimore, who stated he was a collector of rags and belonged to Newton St. Cyres
were apprehended and carried before Rev. Dr. Palmer at Yarcombe, charged with the
suspicion of having robbed the house of a man named Bright, residing at Chardstock,
whence were stolen several articles of wearing apparel and a half-sovereign. Both the
prisoners were seen about the premises and one of them changed a half-sovereign at an
inn in this town [Chard]; but although there was no doubt of their quilt, the evidence adduced
did not warrant their committal for trial. It was, however, proved that the prisoners slept
during the night in an outhouse at Chardstock in the very agreeable company of waggons,
carts, pigs &c. and they were committed to hard labour at Dorchester gaol, the former for
three and the latter for one calendar month.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 1.9.1838.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1838 - CHARDSTOCK PARISH CHURCH
At the General Committee of the Salisbury Diocesan Church Building Association held “on
Tuesday last” a grant of £50 was approved for the Parish of Chardstock.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 8.10.1838.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1838 - EAST DEVON & DORSET AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY
At the first ploughing match of this Society held on Wednesday 3rd October 1838 on
Corkham Estate, near Colyton, Mr W Anning of Chardstock won the first prize of £4 for
ploughing the best half acre of ground. The driver of the plough received an award of 4s.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 15.10.1838
.......................................................................................................................................................................

1838 - CHARDSTOCK CONFIRMATIONS
At Hawkchurch on Saturday 13th October 1838 the Bishop of Salisbury confirmed 232
persons belonging to Hawkchurch and the neighbouring parishes of Thorncombe,
Chardstock and Wambrook. After the Litany had been read by the Rector of Hawkchurch, the
Rev. Dr Rudge, and the candidates had been confirmed, his Lordship proceeded from the
altar and ascended the pulpit, from which he delivered an earnest and appropriate address.
He was plain and simple and his matter such as was well suited to reach the
understanding and impress the hearts of his hearers.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 22.10.1838
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1838 - EAST DEVON & DORSET AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY
At the first Cattle Show of this Society held at Axminster “on Friday last” John Hutchings of
Chardstock was one of six individuals who were awarded £1 each for long servitude.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 17.12.1838
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1838 - CHARD UNION WORKHOUSE
On Monday last the Rev C Woodcock, Vicar of Chardstock, was unanimously elected
Chaplain of the Chard Union Workhouse, vacant by the resignation of the Rev. W J Bussell
Source: Sherborne Mercury 17.12.1838
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1839 - REV. C WOODCOCK
In pursuance of a notice to that effect a meeting was held on Wednesday, Dec. 26th to take
into consideration the establishment of an Evening Lecture at Chard church, when it was
resolved that the same should be immediately commenced. The Rev. C. Woodcock (the
future lecturer) preached an introductory discourse on Sunday evening last, when the
necessity of an additional service was urged with great energy, and a strong appeal made
for its future support.
Source: Report in the Chard Union Gazette 7.1.1839.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1839 - CHARDSTOCK POST OFFICE
The Postmaster General in compliance with a representation from the Vicar of this parish,
has been pleased to appoint a Post Office and a daily communication to and from the
neighbouring town of Chard. This will be a great convenience to the inhabitants.
Source: Report in the Chard Union Gazette 7.1.1839.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1839 - CHARDSTOCK - ROBBERY
We are sorry to have to report a case of daring robbery, committed under circumstances of
the most aggravated nature, in this neighbourhood. A young man of Totterdale, we believe
from Wellington, had been on a visit to Mr. Deane, of Cotleigh, with whom he had been on
terms of intimacy from his childhood, and from whom he had received repeated tokens of
kindness. The return he has made for the hospitality shown him, has been to rob Mr. Deane
of property to the amount of fifty pounds.

The circumstances of the case are as follows: on Thursday morning the 24th, ult his nonappearance at breakfast, gave rise to a suspicion that something was wrong, (for he had
before been guilty of acts of dishonesty) and on enquiry it was found, that he had left the
house. Mr. Deane immediately went to a box, where he was in the habit of keeping money,
and found that upwards of £40, in notes and cash, had been taken therefrom, in addition to
which, two watches and jewellery, to the amount of £10, more are missing from a desk. To
add to the impudence of the procedure, on the evening of the same day Mr. Deane Jun.
received a letter from Totterdale, posted at Chard, stating that he had taken the liberty of
borrowing a sum of money of him which he should repay with interest, at 10 per cent, in
about two years. On making enquiry Mr. Deane found that he had breakfasted at Mayo’s
Hotel, at Chard, where he had also written the insulting letter, which, he took himself to the
Post Office, where he paid the postage, coolly enquiring, how soon the letter would reach
Cotleigh. Mr. Deane traced him at several shops in the town and heard of him on the
Chaffcombe road, further than which, notwithstanding the most active search has been
made, no tidings have been heard of the thief. Such an instance of base ingratitude, and
total loss of all right feeling, combined with daring and insolent dishonesty, we are thankful
to say, seldom comes before the public.
Source: Report in the Chard Union Gazette 4.2.1839.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1839 CHARDSTOCK - JAMES ENDICOTT/ENTICOTT
Three newspaper reports, viz:
James Enticott was brought before the bench [at Axminster] charged with breaking open in
the day time on the 10th inst the dwellinghouse of Mr John Hobbs at Alston, Chardstock and
stealing therefrom £50 in sovereigns and half sovereigns, £5 in silver and two silver
watches. After the examination of several witnesses, he was fully committed to Dorchester
gaol to take his trial at the approaching sessions.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 21.1.1839
Last week a man named Enticott of Chardstock was committed by John Hussey Esq. to
Dorchester gaol to await his trial for breaking into the house of a Mr Hobbs of the same
parish and stealing therefrom between £60 and £70 in bills and cash. The prosecutor had
left his house to attend the funeral of a deceased relative and the prisoner, who is related to
the prosecutor, being aware of the circumstances, took that opportunity of committing the
robbery. The case was pretty clearly established against him and was strengthened by his
own confession that he entered the back part of the house, added to which some money
was, on a search, found in his shoe.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 26.1.1839
James Endicott, indicted for breaking and entering the dwellinghouse of John Hobbs at
Chardstock and stealing therefrom two silver watches and about £50 in money, was
acquitted, although the circumstances of the case appeared to bear heavily against the
prisoner, who may be considered to have had a very lucky escape.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 18.3.1839
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1839 - CHARD NEWS - CORN LAWS
The public feeling in this town and neighbourhood is, we are happy to state, most decidedly

in favour of the existing Laws and Petitions praying that no alteration may be made have
been forwarded for presentation from the following parishes, viz. - Chard, Winsham, Combe
St. Nicholas, Whitestaunton, Buckland St. Mary, Knowle St. Giles, Lopen, Chaffcombe,
Cudworth, Hinton St. George, Donyatt, Chillington, Dinnington, Dowlish Wake, Kingstone,
Cricket St. Thomas, Wambrook, Hawkchurch, Thorncombe and Chardstock.
We think the Agriculturists have at present little to fear from the war raged against them by
the Cotton lords.
Source: Exeter & plymouth Gazette: 16.3.1839
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1939 - CHARDSTOCK - NEW CHURCH
A sermon was preached yesterday at Chardstock by the Rev. T. A, Walrond, B.A. in aid of the
fund for building a new Church in that parish.
Source: Report in the Chard Union Gazette 1.4.1839.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1939 - NEW CHURCH AT ALL SAINTS
We are much gratified to find that it is in contemplation to erect a new Church in the
neighbouring populous parish of Chardstock, the present edifice being insufficient and at
too great a distance from some parts of the parish for the proper accommodation of its
inhabitants. A Sermon in aid of a fund for effecting so desirable an object will be delivered in
the parish Church in the afternoon of Easter day by the Rev. T A Walrond BA, after which a
collection will be made at the doors, and it is hoped the friends of the Church will come
forward and subscribe liberally on the occasion. A subscription will be opened at the
Vicarage, Chardstock and at Messrs. Stuckey’s Bank, in this place [Chard].
Sources: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 30.3.1839 and Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser
3.4.1839.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1839 - CHARD NEWS
A petition is in course of circulation in this town in favour of a Uniform Penny Postage.
Chard can now boast of a new course of about one mile of excellent ground; it is situated in
Cotleigh farm. The first race will be on Tuesday, the 4th of June.
Cotleigh hunt is composed of most of the gentlemen in the neighbourhood and the horses
generally ridden are scarcely to be equalled in the country.
An Introductory lecture was delivered on Friday week by his Worship the Mayor
(R W Spicer Esq.) in opening the Chard Institution.
Through the exertions of the Rev. Charles Woodcock BA vicar of Chardstock funds have
been obtained adequate for the erection of a new Church in that parish, the foundation
stone of which was laid on Friday.
Source: Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser 8.5.1839.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1839 - NEW CHURCH AT ALL SAINTS

The dedication of a new Church in the neighbourhood of Chard has created no small
interest from the manner in which it was conducted. - The District for which the Church is to
be erected is one lying almost centrally between the parish Churches of Axminster,
Chardstock, Membury and Hawkchurch and from its distance from each place affords little
opportunity for those spiritual privileges which we are all too much inclined to neglect, even
when brought home to our doors. On Friday last, the first stone of the new Church was laid.
The Rev. F P Hodges DCL and Dean Kural attended by the Rev C Woodcock, the vicar of
Chardstock and Rev. T A Walrond. curate of the same parish, met a body of the Clergy and
Laity on a common near the intended site. No less than 17 clergymen were present from
the Parishes of Axminster, Chard, Membury, Kilmington, Coombpyne, Winsham, Combe,
Charmouth, Stockland &c. &c. Mr Arthur Acland, Mr Hill, Mr Barnes, Mr Davidson and other
lay gentry were also among the assemblage. The object apparently in view and which was
maintained as closely as possible, was to give to the proceedings the character of an act of
solemn dedication and worship and, as far as might be, preclude those feelings of a mere
gala, which are usually attendant on such scenes.
Between 11 and 12 o’clock Dr Hodges, with Mr Woodcock and Mr Waldron, all in their
surplices caps and hoods, were conducted by Mr Acland and Mr Hill on behalf of the two
parishes out of which the new District is to be formed, and immediately followed by the body
of Clergy in their gowns to the site. The ground had been previously marked off and railed
round the line of the foundations. A screen had been put up at the eastern end and the
chancel railed off; in this part the clergy were placed - those who were to officiate in the
centre and the others on the two sides. As soon as they were placed, all who could find
room were admitted into the body.
The service used on the occasion was principally compiled from one long in use in the
Diocese of Sodar and Man on similar occasions. The proper Psalms 90th and 87th. The
Lessons Gen. XXVIII verse 10 to the end and Rev. XXI. After which, Dr Hodges using the
words of David “Who is willing to consecrate his service this day unto the Lord”. Mr Acland
and Mr Hill on behalf of their respective parishes come forward, presenting copies of the
service and an account of the proceedings of the day, in two glasses closed up with the
coins of the present reign, using the words “Who are we, that we should be able to offer
willingly &c.” “All things come of thee and of thine own have we given thee”, Chron. XXIX.
After this, Prayers for the Divine Blessing on the Work, the Ministers, the Church, the
Builders, Workmen and other Collects being offered up - the stone was lowered and laid by
Dr Hodges with the following words “Forasmuch as Almighty GOD once accepted the
purpose of Soloman to build his Temple at Jerusalem and nothing doubting but that he
favourably allowe’d this purpose of ours to build this Church, I therefore on behalf of all the
people of this district, lay this the first stone of this Church to be called ALL SAINTS
CHURCH’ in commemoration of all the Saints of Jesus Christ our Lord and to the sole
Honour and Glory of the Holy Eternal and Undivided Trinity, the Father and the Son and the
Holy Ghost. The song “Glory be to God on High and on earth peace”, having been repeated
by all a Hymn was sung.
The service closed with the benediction. It was altogether one of the most impressive
services ever witnessed. The first beam of sunshine that appeared (the morning having
threatened to be stormy) broke forth just as all were saying “And may the glorious majesty of
the Lord our God be upon us; prosper thou the work of our hands apon us, O prosper thou
our hands work”. But not to dwell upon such incidents as this, none could fail to see that it
was a service, not a sight - an act of worship and humble dedication, not to excitement and
show. With the exception of the simple service used, not one word of address from any
person followed, nor even a collection of funds for the object itself. Thankfulness for the past
and confidence in future assistance and blessing seemed the prevailing feelings of those

two happy hours.
And we doubt that He who has given the desire will complete this good work and bless it to
the edification and comfort of many. It is no small proof of the spirit of this undertaking that
the Vicars of Axminster and Chardstock besides, other assistance have given rent-charges
on their livings for the endowment. The foundation-stone was given; the builder, Mr Smith of
Axminster, laid it gratuitously; the service was printed by E Wills of Axminster gratuitously
and the ground marked and dug by about twenty farmers and labourers without
remuneration.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 11.5.1839.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1839 - CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY
On Sunday, May 26th, two sermons were preached in Chard church, on behalf of this
society; in the afternoon by the Rev. T. A. Walrond, and in the evening, by the Rev. C.
Woodcock; and on the following evening, a public meeting of the friends of the society was
held in the Town Hall. The Rev. W. Whitehead, Curate of this parish, in the chair: - The
Chairman, having opened the meeting with prayer, - The Secretary, the Rev. C. Woodcock,
read the report of the Chard Association, from which it appeared, that the amount of
subscriptions and donations, sent to the Parent Society, at Christmas, 1838, was £61 18s
0d, and, that this was from the three parishes of Chard, Chardstock, and Buckland; no
return having been received from Combe; which is also included in the district.
Mr. Woodcock, then detailed some of the Society’s operations in foreign parts, and stated,
that it at present occupies 94 Stations, and supports 85 Missionaries. It has 440 Schools;
and 23,456 Children and Adults are taught in these schools. Mr. W., said, that there was a
deficiency in the revenue of the Society, as compared with that of last year, of eleven
thousand pounds; and strongly appealed to the Christian liberality of the audience for their
aid in carrying on and supporting so good a cause.
The first resolution was moved by the Rev. G. Ware, Vicar of Winsham, who took rather a
gloomy view of the affairs of the Society, in consequence, partly, of the decrease in its
revenue; and, partly, on account of the great efforts of its enemies, more particularly the
Jesuit missionaries, to frustrate its objects, and to hinder its operations, in all parts of the
world. The resolution was seconded, by the Rev. J. S. Coles, Rector of SheptonBeauchamp, who appealed to the audience, as philanthropists, as christians, and as
churchmen, for their increased efforts on behalf of the Society.
The Rev. S. Rowe, Vicar of Crediton, moved the second resolution; in an interesting speech,
which we wish we could gratify our readers by giving at full-length, but space will not permit.
The Rev. A. Templeman, seconded the resolution, and in speaking of the active part taken
by the Ladies in collecting for the Society, greatly excited the feeling and sympathy of the
meeting, by referring to the loss the Chard Association had sustained, by the death of
Mrs. Lance, the Lady of the Rev. J. E. Lance, the Rector of Buckland St. Mary, who died in
March last, under circumstances the most distressing, but who, the Rev. Gentleman
remarked, “when her Lord came, was found watching”.
The Rev. G. Ware, then moved , and the Rev. J. S. Coles seconded a vote of thanks to the
MAYOR, for the use of the Town Hall on this occasion; and a hymn having been sung, the
meeting separated. The collections after the sermons and meeting amounted to £14 1s 3d.
Source: Report in the Chard Union Gazette 3.6.1839.
.......................................................................................................................................................................

1839 - CHARDSTOCK - JOHN MEACHAM
Vagrancy - On the evening of the 13th instant, a boy, whose age could not have exceeded 13
years, was apprehended at Chardstock whilst in the act of breaking the glass and
woodwork of the window of a cottage occupied by a labourer named Spiller, with intent to
enter the same for an unlawful purpose. He was taken before J B Coles Esq., when having
(accidentally as he said) stated his name to be Spiller, he gave it as John Meacham and
added that he came from Exeter; but from his manner it was quite obvious that his story was
a fabrication and he was committed to Dorchester Gaol to hard labour for three months, as
a rogue and vagabond.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 22.6.1839
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1839 - NEW CHURCH AT ALL SAINTS
The quarterly meeting of the Salisbury Diocesan Church Building Association was held on
Tuesday last, when it was agreed to make a grant of £100 towards erecting a new church in
the parish of Chardstock to hold 250 souls, all free seats.
Source: Extracted from an article in the Salisbury & Winchester Journal 8.7.1839.
......................................................................................................................................................................
1839 - TRIENNIAL PRESENTATION - DEAN OF SARUM
The Dean of Sarum will hold his Triennial Visitation at the Three Cups, Lyme Regis on
Friday 26th July 1839 to deal with matters relating to the parishes of Lyme Regis, Halstock,
Chardstock and Wambrook.
The Representatives of Persons dying in these Parishes , who have Wills to prove or Letters
of Administration to obtain to Intestates’ Effects are requested to apply to Mr Davies, the
Registrar on the day of Visitation.
Source: Extracted from an article in the Sherborne Mercury 15.7.1839.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1839 - CHARDSTOCK BAZAAR
We perceive by advertisements posted about this town [Chard] that a Bazaar for the sale of
useful and ornamental works is announced to take place at Chardstock in which parish a
neat and commodious school-room has, principally through the unremitting exertions of the
Vicar, Rev. C Woodcock, been erected; and to aid in defraying the expences of the building,
this bazaar is being got up by ladies and others in the neighbourhood, who take the liveliest
interest in the matter; and we trust that such noble efforts as these - having for their object
the advancement of education, combined with sound religious principles, - will be ultimately
crowned with success.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 17.8.1839
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1839 - CHARDSTOCK BAZAAR
It gives us sincere gratification to state that the hopes we expressed last week have been
fully realised. On Tuesday “---------the sun arose with beams so bright
That all th’horizon langh’d to see the joyous sight”
and we were much pleased at beholding so many of “earth’s inhabitants” rapidly wending

their way, under his benignant rays, to the little rustic village, which presented a scene of
bustle and animation rarely equalled there. The approach to the New School Room in which
the sale was held (and to defray the expenses of building which the proceeds were to be
applied), was rendered very pleasing by the aid of laurels and evergreens, beautifully
interspersed with dahlias and other flowers.
The interior of the room presented an interesting and fairy-like scene and was crowded with
the rank and fashion of all the surrounding towns and neighbourhood. The display of fancy
and ornamental articles, comprising needle-work, paintings, drawings, &c. spoke volumes
for the taste and ingenuity of the donors. The works of the lady of our late respected curate,
Rev. C H Tyler, called forth great admiration, as did those presented by the late lamented
Mrs Lance, many of these who were once her friends, being eager to evince their respect
for her public and private worth by purchasing, at any price, what had gone through her
hands.
The proceeds arising from the sale, and for admittance, amounted to the handsome sum of
nearly £110.
On Wednesday the poor were admitted free, who found there not only ornamental and
expensive goods to please the rich, but many articles of real comfort, at prices within their
means, so that many of them were enabled to cast in their mite and assist in the good work
of advancing the education of their children, having at the same time the satisfaction of
knowing - what is of the utmost importance - that such education would be based upon the
rock of sound religion.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 24.8.1839
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1839 - CHARDSTOCK - EDUCATION
The interest we have always taken in the subject of education, leads us to record with
pleasure the proceedings of those, who, by their personal exertions or pecuniary
assistance, aid in carrying on the great work of instruction - a work which is now forming the
foundation of a moral edifice, fair and strong; whose graceful proportions shall soon be
seen to rise, and whose strength shall be the defence, as its beauty shall be the ornament,
of this our native land.
The village of Chardstock affords a striking instance of the blessings conferred upon a
population, by those simple, but effective instruments of good - Infant and Sunday Schools.
Ten years ago, as we were lately informed by a gentleman who has resided some time in
that parish, the moral condition of the children of the poor was truly deplorable. The week
was spent in idleness, rags and filth; and the sacred hours of the Sabbath were desecrated
to robbery, and petty depredation of every kind. If this be a true picture, and we have every
reason to believe that it is so, the contrast between that period and the present is indeed
great. Now, instead of being left to wander, a prey to the first temptation that presents itself,
the children are assembled in a lofty, airy, and beautiful room, which has just been erected
for their accommodation. Here, during the week, they are taught by the master, the
rudiments of knowledge, and on the Sunday, under the guidance of their respective
teachers, they are instructed in the principles of Christian truth; while the Vicar, the Rev. C.
Woodcock, by a most delightful system of oral instruction, and by the winning and
encouraging kindness of his manner, seems, as it were, almost to allure them to the paths
of knowledge and peace.
It may be thought that these children are not so happy as when they used to be allowed to

wander over commons, and rob gardens and orchards; but whoever has seen them, as we
have lately, in the school at Chardstock - nicely clean, and neatly dressed, with their cheerful
faces, and happy looks “Though laden, not encumbere with the spoil,
Laborions, yet unconscious of the toil;
When copiously supplied, then most enlarged;
Still to be fed, and not to be surcharged” will say that a more interesting picture of true and pure youthful enjoyment could not be
contemplated.
A Bazaar was held in the School-Room, on Wednesday, August 21st, for the sale of useful
and ornamental works, in aid of the expences which have lately been incurred in building
these Schools. We have heard that a large amount has been realized, 130l. [£130]. We
observed that the attendance was very good. It is our earnest hope, that the gentlemen,
through whose exertions, principally, so vast an alteration has been effected in this village,
may be long spared to witness those who are now receiving his Instruction, as they advance
in years, improving in knowledge and virtue; and that he may thus be allowed to see - in
being surrounded by a moral, an industrious, and a religious population - his ardent wishes
realized, and his strenuous efforts crowned with success.
Source: Report in the Chard Union Gazette 2.9.1839.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1839 - EAST DEVON & DORSET AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY
Lyme Regis - On Wednesday last the East Devon & Dorset Agricultural Society held their
second annual Ploughing Match in a field on Shapwick Estate, the property of G A Rhodes
Esq.
In a competition of thirteen ploughs, Mr Bentley of Wootton Farm, Chardstock won first prize
and an award of £4 0s 0d.
Source: Extract from the Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 28.9.1839
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1839 - CHARDSTOCK FAIR
Listing of a Fair at Chardstock on 10th October 1839
Source: Liverpool Mercury 4.10.1839
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1839 - CHARDSTOCK - NEW CHURCH AT ALL SAINTS
At the General Committee of the Exeter Diocesan Church Building Association meeting to
be held on 23rd October an Application for Aid will be made towards building a Church in
the Parish of Chardstock, immediately contiguous to the Hamlet of Smallridge in the Parish
of Axminster.
Signed E C Harington & A T R Vicary - Hon. Secretaries
Source: Western Times 19.10.1839
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1840 - CHARDSTOCK & NEW CHURCH AT ALL SAINTS

At the Committee of the Salisbury Diocesan Church Building Association held on Tuesday
7th January 1840 grants were ordered to be paid to Chardstock £50 and to Smallridge
Church in the Parish of Chardstock £100.
Sources: Extracted from Salisbury & Winchester Journal 13.1.1840 and the Devizes &
Wiltshire Gazette 16.1.1840.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1840 - CHARD UNION
The Rev. C Woodcock, vicar of Chardstock and chaplain to the Chard union, and who about
twelve months since commenced Sunday Lectures in our Church, preached his farewell
sermon on the evening of Sunday last, as such lecturer, to a very crowded and an admiring
congregation.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 22.2.1840
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1840 - CHARDSTOCK - WILLIAM DIMENT
Dorset Lent Assizes opening at Dorchester 11.3.1840 - William Diment, 19, charged with
stealing two geese at Chardstock
Source: Sherborne Mercury 2.3.1840
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1840 - AXMINSTER UNION
Tenders sought from Medical Gentlemen for the Medical Relief in each District of the Union.
For details see the previous announcement in the Sherborne Mercury dated 3.3.1837,
except that in 1840 there were seven medical districts with the Parish of Chardstock
(population 1357) being District No. 7. Tenders had to be submitted by 18th March 1840.
Source: Extracted from Sherborne Mercury 16.3.1840
Mr Pink was subsequently elected for Chardstock.
Source: Extracted from Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 28.3.1840.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1840 - CHARDSTOCK - SAMUEL COLLINS
Reports of two court appearances:
Devon Lent Assizes 16.3.1840 - Samuel Collings 19 for stealing a quantity of horse hair, the
property of John Bond of Chardstock - also charged with three other robberies
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 14.3.1840
Samuel Collins, charged with having stolen on 5.1.1840 a quantity of Horse-hair &c at
Chardstock. There were two other indictments against the prisoner. He was found quilty on
the first charge and sentenced to be transported 7 years. No evidence was given on the
other two indictments.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 21.3.1840.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1840 - CHARD UNION - ELECTION OF GUARDIANS FOR CHARDSTOCK

The election of Guardians for the Parish of Chardstock took place on Thursday last: Messrs Haydon, Bevis, R Chick and S Scott were candidated and the three former were
returned.
Source: Extracted from the Sherborne Mercury 6.4.1840.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1840 - CHARD PETTY SESSIONS - WILLIAM SPARKS
At the Chard Petty Sessions held on April, 13th [1840] William Sparks, was convicted of
stealing turnips, on the 13th of March last, at Chardstock, from a field in the occupation of
Elizabeth Bentley; committed for one month to hard labour, at Dorchester Gaol.
Source: Report in the Chard Union Gazette 4.5.1840.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1840 - NEW CHURCH CHARDSTOCK
We regret to state that on Thursday, the 23rd of April last [1840], the vestry of this Church
was broken open by some ill-disposed person. An entrance was effected by drawing out the
temporary fastenings of the window, and turning it up. The money and communion plate
which seem to have been the objects sought, had previously been removed; and none of
the articles deposited there were taken, with the exception of a small quantity of wine.
Note; This report would appear to refer to the new church at All Saints.
Source: Report in the Chard Union Gazette 4.5.1840.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1840 CONSECRATION OF A NEW CHURCH AT CHARDSTOCK
The Consecration of a new Church, called “All Saints” in the parish of Chardstock, took
place on Thursday the 23rd ultimo [23.4.1840]. This Church is situated on the lower
extremity of South Common, adjoining the hamlet of Smallridge, and is intended to provide
for the spiritual necessities of a district formed out of the contiguous parts of the parishes of
Chardstock and Axminster, containing a population of 400, too distant from their respective
parish Churches to admit of regular attendance. It has been erected altogether by private
subscriptions - aided by the funds if the Diocesan Church Building Societies of Salisbury
and Exeter. The service was performed by the Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Salisbury, who
was received on reaching the common by a body of the neighbouring clergy, headed by the
Archdeacon, and the rural Deans, the Incumbents, and Curates of the respective parishes.
Having walked in procession to the church door, where the petition for consecration was
presented by Mr. Arthur Acland, the beautiful and impressive service for the occasion
immediately commenced, with the reading of the xxiv Psalm. The Rev. C. Woodcock
officiated, and was assisted in the usual morning prayers by the Venerable the Archdeacon
Buckle, the Rev. Dr. Hodges, (the Bishop’s chaplains), the Rev. W. D. Conybrame, and the
Rev. T. A. Walrond, the future minister of the Church. The Bishop preached from the cxviii
Psalm 22, 23. The sermon was distinguished for its peculiar usefulness to all classes of
the congregation, both clergy and laity, and its admirable adaptation to the interesting
occasion. The conservation, or setting apart, a portion of the surrounding enclosures, as a
place of interment then followed; and occasion was taken of the Bishop’s presence to lay
the foundation of a future residence for the minister, with school house attached. When the
Bishop affectionately addressed a few words to the assembled multitude, expressive of his
good wishes towards the completion of the pious design, and his hopes that those who
appreciated the blessings of Church ordinances, and a resident ministry, would come
forward in aid in the work. Those who are interested in the scriptural education of the Poor,
as indeed all are, are thus appealed to in behalf of this admirable object.

After partaking of some simple refreshment, provided in a neighbouring field, the Bishop
proceeded to Axminster, and the clergy and congregation dispersed. Among the numerous
benefactors and friends assembled on this joyful occasion we observed Robert Williams,
Jun., M.P., and T. D. Acland, Esq., M.P., and most of the neighbouring gentry. Ample
provision was made for the poor of the district both in the Church, and at the refreshment
table. - From a Correspondent.
Source: Report in the Chard Union Gazette 4.5.1840.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1840 - CHARD PETTY SESSIONS - JOHN LOVE
Petty Sessions 12.10.1840 - John Love of Chardstock labourer, was held to bail in £20 to
keep the peace towards J Clarke and his wife for 12 months.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 10.10.1840
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1840 - CHARDSTOCK - FARM HOUSE FIRE
A farm house in the occupation of a person named Coles at Chardstock was, on the
morning of Tuesday last, totally destroyed by fire. The barn and outbuildings, and also the
household furniture, were saved. A large body of smoke was seen there on the previous
night by Edwards, the waggoner of this place, on his return with a party from the Land-slip,
and on the following morning, as he was going with another party to the same place, it was
still smoking, but no flame appeared, and he supposed that it was fuel and weeds burning
behind the house, which was distant about a quarter of a mile from the road. The house is
insured.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 4.7.1840.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1840 - DORCHESTER ASSIZES - GEORGE HARP
Dorchester Assizes 22.7.1840 - George Harp, charged with a rape on Elizabeth Wright, at
Chardstock on the 29th of May, was acquitted, the evidence having failed to substantiate the
capital crime.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 27.7.1840
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1840 - CHARDSTOCK - FAIR
Listing of a Fair at Chardstock on Saturday 10th October 1840
Source: Liverpool Mercury 9.10.1839
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1841 - CHARDSTOCK - CRUELTY
Some wanton or malicious miscreant on the 29th ult. entered the stable of Mr. Henry Coles
of Chardstock and cut off the near ear, mane and tail of a valuable bay mare, his property.
Mr Coles has offered the handsome reward of £20 for the discovery of the offender. It was
not long since Mr C had five or six horses similarly maimed and disfigured.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 8.5.1841.
.......................................................................................................................................................................

1841 - CHARDSTOCK - JUVENILE THIEF
A little boy named Thomas Knight, apparently no more than eight or nine years of age, was
on Tuesday last taken before J B Coles, Esq., on a charge of stealing two shillings and nine
pence from the drawer of the desk of the Sunday-schoolmaster of Chardstock on Sunday
last.
It appeared that the artful little fellow obtained leave of William Noyes, the schoolmaster, to
go away from the church door just at the time prayer was about to commence, on the
pretence of getting an umbrella for his sister. After prayer, the master went to the desk which
was left unlocked, to take out the money, and, to his surprise, discovered it was not there.
The boy being absent was suspected, and soon apprehended by Ellett the constable, who
found two shillings and sixpence on him.
The worthy magistrate regretted he had no alternative but to commit so youthful a
delinquent, and sent him to take his trial at the coming sessions for Dorset.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 26.6.1841.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1841 - ANN DOMETT
On Tuesday last, Ann Domett, belonging to Chardstock, was brought before the bench of
magistrates at the Guildhall, Melcombe-Regis, by police-officer Patterson, charged with
stealing a blanket, the property of Mrs Lever, by whom she had been engaged as an ironer.
The charge was fully established, she was committed to the county gaol for trial at the next
session.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 16.8.1841.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1841 - EAST DEVON AND DORSET AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY
The fourth annual ploughing match of this society took place on Thursday, the 14th instant,
in a field well adapted for the purpose, at Court Farm, Chardstock, Dorset. Eighteen ploughs
entered the field of competition at the hour appointed, and, from the style in which the work
was performed by the whole of the competitors, it is evident these useful exhibitions are not
without their advantages, from the spirit of emulation produced, and particularly by the boys
under eighteen years of age. The party, which was very numerous, retired from the field of
rivalry to the Tytherleigh Inn, where an excellent dinner was provided for the occasion, to
which about fifty sat down; W. Tucker Esq. in the chair; and after the worthy president had
given the usual loyal and patriotic toasts, he proposed the health of the patron, Sir W. Pole
Bart. of Shute House, whose kind and high gentlemanly feeling, natural goodness of heart,
and the interest he felt in the success of the society, endeared him to all its members. Drank with great applause. Prizes were then awarded by the umpires [only that for
Chardstock recorded below}:
To Elijah Horner, manager of Mr. Anning’s plough, Chardstock £2 0s 0d. To the Driver [not
named] 2s 0d.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 25.10.1841.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1841 - CHARDSTOCK
Caution to the Charitable - A man, bearing the name of Cox, has been traced from

Dorchester to Lyme Regis journeying with a petition and seeking pecuniary aid to cover the
alleged loss of his horse and cart, which he states were overwhelmed while he was at work
in a quarry in the parish of Chardstock, by the falling-in of the soil; his son being killed at the
same time. His subscription list is headed with the forged names of the Vicar and
Churchwardens of Chardstock, a circumstance which has induced many respectable
persons to add their donations. We have authority to state, that the whole story is a
fabrication; and it will be an act of justice to the public if the rogue is apprehended and
committed to prison.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 27.12.1841
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1842 - AXMINSTER UNION - MEDICAL OFFICER REQUIRED
Notice is Hereby Given that a Vacancy having occurred in the Medical Department of the
District no. 7, comprising the Parish of Chardstock containing a Population of 1405 by the
late Census, the Guardians of the Union will receive Applications from Medical Gentlemen
(legally qualified to Practice) who may be desirous to fill the Situation of Medical Officer of
the said District from the 29th day of September next to the 25th day of March 1843, the
Salary being £21 per Annum.
The Medical Officers will be required to make a weekly return of sickness and mortality to
the Board of Guardians and to attend the Board when summoned for that purpose and they
will be required to attend such cases of midwifery only as the Board may, under special
circumstances, direct, at an extra charge of 10s for each case so attended.
All Applications must be Sealed and Delivered, marked “Medical Officer” (free of expense)
at my Office in Axminster on or before Thursday the 15th day of September next.
By Order of the Board, Charles Bond, Clerk to the Union.
Union Office, Axminster, 25th August 1842
Source: Sherborne Mercury 3.3.1837.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1842 - DORSET ASSIZES - WIILIAM WALDEN
The Lent Assizes for the County of Dorset will be opened at Dorchester on Wednesday 9th
March. Included in the list of prisoners committed for trial is William Walden, 28, stealing a
meat safe at Chardstock.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 7.3.1842
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1842 - CHARD PETTY SESSIONS
March 14th, 1842 before Rev, Dr Palmer, Rev. W B Whitehead and William Tucker Esq. - A
hoary-headed old man, named Paul, of Chardstock, preferred a complaint against two
women and three boys, for damaging his windows, gates and doors. The Rev. Mr.
Woodcock, Vicar of Chardstock, stated to the Bench that he could probably save their time,
by explaining that from representations made to him by his parishioners, he thought the
complainant was mostly to blame, he having been in the habit for a length of time of
currupting the morals of both old and young, without distinction of sex, by reading obscene
passages from a book unfit for general readers. Mr Woodcock thought the charge against
the defendents was of too general a nature to be proved, and that the women, to be
revenged on the old man for attempting to corrupt their offspring, had encouraged the boys

to molest him. The bench called on the complainant to prove his case, and he swore to a
woman who was proved to be in bed ill at the time. The bench not being inclined to give his
testimony any credit, admonished hm, and having made him promise to burn the book,
dismissed the complaint. W. Tucker Esq. then suitably cautioned the boys.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 19.3.1842
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1843 - CHARDSTOCK FAIR
Listing of a Fair at Chardstock on Wednesday 11th October 1843
Source: Sherborne Mercury 7.10.1843
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1843 - DORSET QUARTER SESSIONS - SAMUEL PINNEY
Dorset County Sessions - The General Quarter Sessions for this county will commence at
the Shire Hall, Dorchester on Tuesday next [17.10.1843]. The Calendar of prisoners for trial
included Samuel Pinney, for stealing a pair of shoes, the property of John Paris [Parris] at
Chardstock.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 7.10.1843
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1843 - SAMUEL HUNT AND ROBERT FOLLETT
On Monday last [16th October 1843] Samuel Hunt and Robert Follett were committed to
Dorchester Gaol by J B Coles Esq. to take their trials for killing, with intent to steal, a goose,
at Chardstock, Dorset, the property of Mr. John Marks, yeoman.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 21.10.1843
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1843 - THOMAS MULLIGAN AND ELIZABETH CARTER
Committed for trial at the Dorset Sessions commencing 2nd January 1843 Thomas
Mulligan for assaulting Elizabeth Carter at Chardstock.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 30.12.1843
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1844 - DORSET SESSIONS - ELIZABETH CARTER
Dorset Sessions - Thomas Mulligan, charged with having, at Chardstock, violently
assaulted Elizabeth, the wife of William Carter, with intent, against her will, feloniously to
ravish and carnally know. Hard labour twelve calendar months.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 13.1.1844
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1844 - CHARD PETTY SESSIONS - JOSEPH LANE
Chard Petty Sessions 12.2.1844 - Joseph Lane having arrived here in a post chaise on
Monday, accompanied by a stranger, and having boasted of having plenty of money, an
application was made by Mr James Honeybon, Guardian of Chardstock, for his
apprehension, for leaving his wife and family upwards of twelve months since, whereby they
were chargeable to that parish. A warrant was granted, and a constable brought Lane up in
custody. No sooner had the Guardian stated the charge against Lane, than a very nervous

little gentleman, enveloped in a large cloak, rushed towards the bar. On coming to the table,
this gentleman delivered himself of a short but energetic speech against the jurisdiction of
the Court; at the same time declaring he did not know what the case was. The Bench
desired to be informed who and what he was, to which he replied that his name and
address were “Daniel Lister, solicitor, 23 Berkeley Square, London”. On being told what the
charge against “his client” was, the learned gentleman attempted to shew that the
proceedings were taken at the instigation of persons unconnected with the parish; but this
the Guardian somewhat indignantly refuted, stating that he did it by an order of vestry, and
had been blamed for neglecting it so long. Lane then inquired the amount of maintenance
money, and expressed his readiness to pay whatever it might be. On being told it was £10,
he coolly offered his “note of hand” for it, but Mr Lister perceiving that he was about to lose
his client for “three months hard labour”, saved him this disgrace by advancing a £10 Bank
of England note.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 17.2.1844
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1844 - CHARDSTOCK v WHITCHURCH CANONICORUM
Dorset Midsummer Sessions - Commenced on Tuesday [2.7.1844]. In a case of Whitchurch
Canonicorum and Chardstock - Mr Stock moved to enter and respite an appeal against an
order for the removal of Samuel Spencer, with his wife and child - Motion affirmed.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 6.7.1844
Dorset County Sessions - Commenced on Tuesday [15.10.1844]. Appeals - Whitchurch
Canonicorum v Chardstock - Order quashed, solely on the ground of want of jurisdiction on
the part of the removing magistrates, the justices of Dorset having removed the pauper from
a union in the county of Devon.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 19.10.1844
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1844 - JOHN LANE
Horse Stealing - John Lane, aged 17, was charged with stealing a silver hunting watch, a
pinchbeck seal and other articles the property of John Broughton of Chardstock in March
last. There was also a charge against him of stealing a mare the property of Joseph
Johnstone of Axminster on the 7th of April last. Mr Bevan prosecuted.
Joseph Johnstone - I live in Axminster, where I had some horses in a field, in the beginning
of April. There was a black pony among them and also a colt. I saw them safe on the 9th,
and next morning missed a mare and traced her steps over a bank into a plantation and
hence into the road. There were tracks of a man’s feet also on the bank. I followed the tracks
some distance but did not find the mare then. I soon after started for Axminster, and when I
got there I called a constable, and went on to Kilmington and found prisoner in custody, and
my mare in the stable of the inn there.
Jeremiah Hill - I live in Kilmington. I know Tucker, a constable there. I and Tucker
apprehended prisoner at the turnpike gate on the night of the 9th of April, riding on the mare
which I knew to be Mr Johnstone’s. The constable took the mare and put it in the stable of
the “Old Inn”. I am sure it was Mr Johnstone’s mare.
Verdict - Guilty

The other charge was then gone into.
Sarah Broughton - I am the wife of Capt. Broughton of Chardstock. In March I had two
watches, one silver the other metal, in the house. There was a gold seal on one watch and
a pinchbeck key to the other. I saw them safe about the 16th March, in a drawer in a bed
room - the drawer was kept locked. I afterwards missed the watch and found that the drawer
had been forced open with a chisel. Constable Restarick brought me one of the watches in
the beginning of April, and also the key of the other watch.
By the Judge - A servant lives in the same house with me and my husband. There were
several other drawers broken open besides this one.
Samuel Restarick, constable of Axminster, went to Amos Rice of Membury on the 1st of
April and got from him the watch - the one now produced. I did buy it for 16s 6d. Prisoner
and his brother were together at the time, but the prisoner had the watch. He said he had
got the watch honestly from the place where he worked. Witness gave up the watch to
constable Restarick
Guilty - ten years transportation.
Sources: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 20.7.1844, Western Times 20.7.1844 and North Devon
Journal 1.8.1844.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1844 - CHARDSTOCK INCENDIARY FIRE
Soon after dark on the 4th October a rick of hay, belonging to Mr Honeybun, one of the
Guardians of the Parish of Chardstock, was discovered to be on fire. By much exertion, a
small part of the rick as saved, and another rick standing close by, prevented from igniting. It
is believed to be the act of an incendiary; but what could have prompted him to commission
of the crime, cannot be imagined. Mr Honeybun’s loss is not very extensive; fortunately for
him that it is not, as we understand he was uninsured.
Source; Exeter & plymouth Gazette 12.10.1844
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1844 - THOMAS ELLETT AND JOHN LARCOMBE
Petty Sessions, Chard, 9th December 1844 - Thomas Ellett of Chardstock was summoned
by John Larcombe for releasing five cows which had been seized for the purpose of being
impounded. The complaint was laid under 6 & 7 Vic. cap. 30, which enacts “that in case any
person shall release and horse, ass, sheep, swine or other beast or cattle, which shall be
lawfully seized” &c, should forfeit £5. It was contended that the “other beast or cattle” must
be ejusdem generis with “horse, ass, sheep or swine” and acting under the advice of W
Tucker Esq., and following the example of the Taunton Bench, the Magistrates declined
going into the case and recommended the belligerents to compromise the matter.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 14.12.1844.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1844 - DEVON ASSIZES - SAMUEL LANE
Devon Winter Assize Monday [16.12.1844] - Samuel Lane (20) was convicted of entering the
dwelling house of John Broughton at Chardstock and stealing a cheese and other articles.
Mr Bevan was counsel for the prosecution. The articles after having been missed were
traced to the possession of the prisoner, he having sold them on the morning following the

robbery. He was sentenced to ten years transportation.
Source: Exeter & plymouth Gazette 21.12.1844
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1845 - DORSET QUARTER SESSIONS - JOHN BURRIDGE
Reports of two court appearances
At the Midsummer General Quarter Sessions for Dorset to be held on Tuesday, 1.7.1845
John Burridge, 54, is to stand trial for stealing cleft timber at Chardstock.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 28.6.1845
John Burridge, charged with having feloniously stolen a quantity of pieces of cleft timber
from a certain tenement called Wagg’s Plot at the Parish of Chardstock. Imp [imprisoned]
until the close of the session.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 5.7.1845
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1845 - JOB CRABBE - BANKRUPT
Three newspaper reports covering this bankruptcy. The reporting of Job Crabbe as a
bankrupt appeared in a considerable number of other newspapers.
Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 7.6.1845.
Court of Bankruptcy for the Exeter District - Before Commissioner Bere Thursday 6th June,
1845 re Job Crabbe of Chardstock, flax-spinner.
The bankrupt was examined by Mr J H Terrell, with respect to a conveyance of his
machinery at Chardstock to a Mr Tucker, of whom he had borrowed money. Mr Tucker
having given the bankrupt the stipulated notice to pay the money, which was not being done,
the mortgagee and mortgager joined in selling the machinery and other things scheduled in
the conveyance to Mr Joseph Deane, a person in the employ of Mr Deane of Cotley, the
landlord of the premises. At that time the bankrupt was carrying on another mill at Winsham,
near Chardstock, which he gave up shortly afterwards, because his principal creditor, Mr
Mitchell, hemp merchant, had stopped his credit. Joseph Deane subsequently carried on
the business at Chardstock by means of the services of the bankrupt. The examination was
made in order to satisfy the Court that a previous bill of sale was not an act of bankruptcy,
and whether the machinery, &c. were in the power and at the disposition of the bankrupt at
the time of the act of bankruptcy. Mr Gummer of Chard attended on the part of the bankrupt.
Copies of the bill of sale and the agreement between the bankrupt and Joseph Deane were
applied for.
Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 19.7.1845.
Re Job Crabbe of Chardstock, flax-spinner. This bankrupt also applied to pass his last
examination. Mr Stogdon examined several witnesses to prove that when the Messenger of
the Court seized the machinery &c. in the bankrupt’s possession, he was acting as the
agent of another person who had purchased the property from him and that it was not in his
order and disposal. Mr Stogdon also contended this disposal of the machinery was not an
act of bankruptcy under the circumstances of the case, as the bankrupt was working
machinery at a mill in the neighbourhood at the same time.
The learned Commissioner declined to express an opinion, much less to advise the official

assignee not to continue the messenger in possession.
In consequence of the prevarication manifested by the bankrupt in his answers and the
absence of a satisfactory account of his transactions in his balance-sheet, his examination
was adjourned sine die. At one time his equivocation was so marked that his Honour asked
him if he was sober.
It appeared that the bankrupt had an action pending trial at the Dorchester Assizes, for
defamation, in which he was the plaintiff; and that he had engaged three learned counsel to
conduct his case: he expressed his confident expectation of getting not only his costs, but
something valuable for damages.
Western Times 20.12.1845
Re Jon Crabb, Bankrupt, late of Chardstock, Flax Spinner.
Bankrupt applied for his certificate and there being no opposition offered, it was granted.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1845 - DORSET QUARTER SESSIONS - EDWARD MOORING & JOHN CHARLES
Reports of two court appearances
At the Michaelmas General Quarter Sessions for Dorset to be held on Tuesday, 14.10.1845
Edward Mooring, 33, and John Charles, 32, are to stand trial for stealing a piece of wood,
the property of John Pryer at Chardstock
Source: Sherborne Mercury 11.10.1845
Edward Mooring and John Charles, convicted of having feloniously stolen oak timber from a
field, the property of John Pryer, at Chardstock. Edward Mooring, who had used much
violence against the prosecutor, was sentenced to be transported 7 years and John
Charles to be imprisoned one year, with hard labour.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 18.10.1845
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1846 - THOMAS SATERLY
Included in a listing of prisoners for trial at the next Quarter Session for Dorset was Thomas
Saterly, for stealing a quantity of potatoes from William Bond at Chardstock
Source: Sherborne Mercury 3.1.1846.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1846 - MR POPE
Fire - On the 28th May 1846 the dwelling house and outbuildings of Mr Pope, butcher, of
Chardstock were destroyed by fire, the origin of which is, we believe, unknown. The
premises were insured in the Farmer’s Office.
Source: Exeter & plymouth Gazette 6.6.1846.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1847 - CHARDSTOCK - THOMAS CLARK
Dorchester Gaol Committals - Thomas Clark for poaching at Chardstock 14 days hard
labour.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 6.2.1847.

.......................................................................................................................................................................
1847 - BEWLEY FARM
To be sold by auction on Wednesday 17th March, 1847, without any reserve.
The whole of the valuable LIVE STOCK &c of Mr William Bond, quitting the farm: comprising
100 cross bred couples of different ages, 50 chilver hogs and 2 rams: 13 choice young dairy
cows part with calves, the others forward in ditto: 2 year old heifers in ditto: 2 barren ditto: 4
working oxen, 2 two-year old steers, 10 heifer and steer yearlings: 4 young cart horses, 1
three-year old hackney colt, 2 two-year old ditto, 1 yearling cart ditto and a cart.
A number of capital apple trees for sale by Private Contract.
Refreshments will be provided and the sale to begin at 1 o’clock.
Dated Haselbury near Crewkerne, March 1st 1847.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1847 - CHARDSTOCK - THOMAS BOWDITCH
Petty Sessions 8th March, 1847 - Thomas Bowditch of Chardstock appeared to prefer a
complaint against the Stewards of the Chardstock Friendly Society for excluding him from
the benefit of the society. The case was adjourned at two previous meetings and now came
on for hearing.
From the complainant’s evidence it appeared that he was admitted in October 1841; first
applied for relief in 1844; could not say how much he had received, or when; but had been in
the club three years before he had received any; never told any one he had been ill for ten or
eleven years before he entered the club; nor did he say in November or December last that
he got into the club to receive pay if he got worse; never said so to Robert Bonfield; had
never received pay while attending to his usual work; never earned a penny a week whilst
receiving pay; Mr Spicer attended him once only in ten years, before he entered the club, viz.
in 1833 or 1834; never had any illness from 1834 to 1841; and had contributed yearly to the
society ten shillings.
Mr Langworthy for the defence called Bonfield the Clerk of the Society, who stated that the
complainant first applied for relief in December, 1841 and at different periods since and very
generally to the present time; that he had received £4 3s and contributed £2 7s 6d only.
Thomas Newbury deposed that he knew Bowditch, who worked in husbandry; that in
December last he saw him tolling the bell on a Sunday; it was only tolling (!).
Dinah Bonfield stated that a few months ago she heard Bowditch say he had not been well
for ten or eleven years and that that was the reason why he put into the club; that in
November or December last he said he put into the club in case he should get worse.
The Bench decided that the complainant had been improperly excluded.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 13.3.1847.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1847 - CHARDSTOCK VILLAGE - COTTAGE TO BE LET

For a Term and entered upon Lady Day 1847.
A desirable COTTAGE consisting of a parlour, kitchen, back kitchen, pantry &c, four bed
rooms and dressing room with convenient outbuildings in the course of erection, a most
excellent walled garden and productive orchard adjoining, the whole about 2 acres, with a
Right to Common.
The Cottage has been built 18 months since and well supplied with most excellent water,
near the Church, contiguous to good road and a daily post; the situation is healthy, a good
prospect and Rent only £20 pounds a year, distant from Chard 3 miles, 4 from Axminster &c.
For further particulars apply to Mr R Bonfield, Chardstock.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 25.3.1847. Advertised again 13.5.1847, but with the option
that “about an acre of rich MEADOW LAND would be let with it if required”.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1847 - AXMINSTER UNION
MEDICAL OFFICERS - The Board of Guardians of this Union are desirous of receiving
Proposals from Medical Gentlemen duly qualified, willing to Contract for the care of the Poor
of the Union Workhouse at Axminster and one or more of the following parishes, for one
year from the 25th day of March, 1847, at the respective undermentioned salaries, viz:The Axminster Union Workhouse at a salary of £40 per annum.
The north part of Chardstock, population 984 and a salary £18 per annum. The Medical
Officer for this district will be required to reside at Chard.
The south part of Chardstock, population 418 and a salary of £7 per annum. The Medical
Officer for this district will be required to reside at Axminster.
Note; The rates for other parishes and the qualifications required are omitted from this
transcript.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 27.3.1847.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1847 - THOMAS CHUBB
A man named Thomas Chubb, late of Chardstock, was yesterday committed to Dorchester
Gaol by the Rev. J Parsons for one month’s hard labour as a rogue and vagabond.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 8.5.1847.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1847 - GEORGE STEVENS, LAWRENCE WILLS & HENRY COLES
Chard Petty Sessions 10th May 1847 - George Stevens (described in the summons as a
gentleman) and Lawrence Wills, yeoman, both of Chardstock were summoned by Henry
Coles of the same place, yeoman, for assaulting him at the parish of Chard on the 19th
April. The complainant had the assistance of Mr Dommett and the defendants that of Mr
Joliffe (Crewkerne). The case occupied the Bench a considerable period and excited a deal
of interest, partly owing to the respectability of the parties and partly to the circumstances
under which the assault occurred. We have no room for the evidence, but it appears that
between seven and eight o’clock Mr Coles was returning in company with another person

from our market and overtook the defendants and a young lady named Crandon and that
Coles had insulted them, they committed a violent and unprovoked series of assaults upon
him, for which, upon the constable of Upottery coming up, he gave them in charge. Miss
Crandon was examined for the defence. In cross-examination she stated that Steven’s
object in going through Wambrook to go home, was to see her home! The defendants were
fined £2 17s 6d each including costs.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 15.5.1847.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1847 - WILLIAM APSEY & THOMAS CULVERWELL
Dorset Assizes, Dorchester 19th July 1847 - William Apsey was indicted for a burglary in the
house of Thomas Culverwell at Chardstock and stealing £60 in gold and silver, some £5
notes and foreign coins, including doubloons.
Mr Poulden was counsel for the prosecution.
From the evidence it appeared that on Saturday night the 20th of March the house of the
prosecutor, an old farmer, was properly secured and the property mentioned in the
indictment was in a chest in a room next to that occupied by Mr Culverwell. The chief part of
the money was kept in an old pocket or bag, which Mr Culverwell designated as his
mother’s pocket.
On the family getting up the next morning it was discovered that the window of the room in
which the chest was deposited had been broken open and all the property had been
removed from the chest. At first prisoner’s brother Edwin [Apsey] was suspected, because
he worked for Mr Culverwell and had a key of the barn on the previous evening and
accordingly he was taken into custody that morning as he was at work in the barn. The
prisoner at that time was lying on the straw. Edwin then stated that some part of the property
was put in a hedge near Mr Culverwell’s house and it was found where he stated, but he
afterwards tried to escape.
Mr Culverwell having mentioned the matter to his neighbour, Mr John Bevis, that
gentleman made inquiries and discovered that the prisoner had slept in Mr Culverwell’s the
day after the burglary. It was also found that the prisoner had told a man named Rowe that
he should leave the village, as he thought he should be taken for having stolen Mr Bevis’s
wheat.
In a short time after this the prisoner left the neighbourhood and Mr Bevis, having lost a
considerable quantity of wheat, determined to follow him and traced him to Taunton,
Bridgewater, Bristol and to Cardiff, but there he lost him. He saw the police at Cardiff and
having given them a description of the prisoner he came back to Chard, but in a short time
he heard from the Cardiff police that the prisoner was in their custody. Mr Bevis then went
there a second time and found that the prisoner had changed two £5 notes at Newport and
had shown two doubloons, which he said his father had brought home when he was a
soldier. The prisoner had gone by the name of George Brown while he was in Wales and
his hair being red he wore a black wig. He had a large sum of money and the doubloons
and an old farthing in his pocket.
When taken into custody the prisoner was asked whence he came and he said from the
neighbourhood of Exeter, but he said he knew nothing of Chard. Mr Bevis had him brought
back to Chard and he then said he had found the doubloons in a bag under a heap of
stones, but he persisted in it that the sovereigns were his own. The notes and doubloons

were identified by Mr Culverwell as having been his property.
Mr Rogers having summed up, the Jury found the prisoner Guilty and he was sentenced to
be transported for ten years, to commence on the expiration of eighteen months’
imprisonment, which he had to undergo for stealing Mr Bevis’s wheat, of which he was
convicted last April at Taunton.
The Grand Jury complimented Mr Bevis on the exertions he had made.
Source: Hampshire Advertiser 24.7.1847.
Note: A doubloon is a gold coin of Spanish origin weighing 6.77 grams or 0.218 troy ounces.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1847 - WILLIAM CHICK & WILLIAM BATSTONE
Chard Petty Sessions Monday 14th June, 1847 - William Chick fined 2s and costs for an
assault on William Batstone at Chardstock on 3rd June, 1847.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 19.6.1847
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1847 - REV. W F KERR
Church Missionary Society [Chard] - On the evening of Sunday last, an excellent sermon
was preached in our Church by the Rev. W F Kerr, M.A., Rector of Marston Sieca, Gloucester
and late Curate of Chardstock.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 24.7.1847.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1847 - JOHN VIRGIN
In a Court Case not affecting Chardstock, one of the witnesses was John Virgin described
as “a tailor, who lived down by the water on Chardstock common”.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 24.7.1847.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1847 - TYTHERLEIGH FARM
To be let for a term of 8 years and entered upon at Lady-Day 1848 - All that FARM and
ESTATE called Tytherleigh Farm comprising an excellent Farmhouse with suitable Offices,
Garden, convenient Homesteads, Outbuildings, Stables and Stalls and divers Closes of
productive Orchard, Arable, Meadow and Pasture Land, situate in the Parish of Chardstock
containing in the whole by statute admeasurement 200A 0R 14P and now in the occupation
of Mr Noah Bishop.
The Estate is situate midway between the towns of Chard and Axminster and the Turnpike
Road leading from Axminster to Chard and Crewkerne passes immediately through it.
For viewing the Farm apply to Mr Bishop, the Tenant, and for Terms of Letting and
Particulars of the Property to Messrs. W and J Sparks, Solicitors, Crewkerne.
Dated 7th August, 1847.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 19.8.1847.

.......................................................................................................................................................................
1847 - FREDERICK GREEN
Committed to Dorchester Gaol - Frederick Green for sacrilege at Chardstock.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 16.9.1847.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1847/1848 - REMOVAL OF PAUPERS
Extracts from the Chard Overseers account book for 1847/1848:
5.11.1847 - Expenses removing Ann Summers [from Chard] to Chardstock 3s 6d
14.3.1848 - Expenses removing Robert Pinney, wife and family [from Chard] to
Chardstock 4s 6d.
Source: Chard Museum.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1848 - JOHN PRYER
At the Chard Petty Sessions last week Mr John Pryer of Chardstock, yeoman, was
summoned by George Silly, gamekeeper to Earl Poulett, to answer three informations for
trespassing in pursuit of game on the 14th December at Tatworth. He pleaded guilty to all
the charges and was fined £2 in each case, inclusive of costs.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 20.1.1848
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1848 - DEAF AND DUMB INSTITUTION
The annual meeting of the governors of the West of England Institution for the Deaf and
Dumb was held on Monday in the Board Room.
Included in the newspaper article was the following: On the 5th of July 1847 three children
were elected on the foundation from the Chardstock, Kilhampton and Swymbridge.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 12.2.1848
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1848 - BEWLEY FARM
To be sold by auction, without any reserve, on Friday 18th February 1848.
The following Live Stock and other Effects of Mr Joel Trott, declining the Dairy Business:
comprising 26 very choice young dairy cows, well seasoned in calf, 3 three-year old heifers
in ditto, 3 two-year old ditto in ditto, 4 working oxen and 2 working bulls, all of the Devon
breed; 90 grazing sheep in good condition, 1 two-year old hackney colt, 1 cart horse and 3
waggons.
Refreshments will be provided and the Sale to begin at 1 o’clock.
Dated Haselbury 5th February, 1848.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 17.2.1848
.......................................................................................................................................................................

1848 - FREDERICK GREEN
Dorset Assizes - At the assizes, which commenced on Monday 13th March 1848 at
Dorchester, Frederick Green, was charged with having feloniously broken and entered the
church of All Saints at Chardstock. It appeared that on the 7th September last, the prisoner
was observed in the act of breaking open the window of Chardstock church with an iron bar
and was also seen attempting to forse his body through the window into the church, but was
disturbed by two witnesses, who on arriving at the church found that the glass had been cut
away and the cross-bar severed and that a space had been made large enough to admit a
man. The jury found the prisoner guilty and the learned Judge, after commenting on the
wickedness of his conduct in attempting to rob a church, sentenced him to six months hard
labour.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Chronicle 11.3.1848 and 18.3.1848
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1848 - MARY GOLSWORTHY
Crown Court - Dorset Lent Sessions - Monday 13th March 1848.
Mary Goldsworthy was charged with stealing a sovereign, two shillings and a piece of
bacon of the value of two pence, the property of her master, Edward Seward, at Chardstock.
It appeared that the prisoner when taxed with the crime, admitted the fact and pointed out
where she had put the property. The prisoner received a previous good character from both
her master and mistress.
Guilty - sentence to three months imprisonment with hard labour.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 18.3.21848.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1848 - ISAAC PRYER
At the Chard Petty Sessions last week Isaac Pryer, son of Mr John Pryer of Chardstock,
was fined £2 10s for using two greyhounds and several spaniels for the purpose of killing
game at Tatworth.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 23.3.1848
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1848 - HENRY DIMENT
Committed to Dorchester Gaol - Henry Diment, cutting turf at Chardstock, one month.
Salisbury & Winchester Journal 10.6.1848
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1848 - BUNSTON v COOKE
Chard Small Debts Court - Action to recover 10s auctioneer's commission for selling a
carriage for the defendant, who was then curate of Chardstock but now resides in Norfolk Judgment for plaintiff.
Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 10.6.1848
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1848 - JOHN WHEADON

Dorset Midsummer Sessions - John Wheadon charged with having stolen a quantity of
oats, the property of his master, George Bond, at Chardstock, was found guilty and
sentenced to 3 months imprisonment with hard labour.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 1.7.1848.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1848 - JOEL PARRIS
Examination of Insolvents - 10th July 1848 County Court, Axminster. Joel Parris, formerly of
Chapel Croft Farm, Membury, Devon, farmer, but now of Chardstock, Dorsetshire, out of
business.
Further examination 14th August, 1848.
Source: Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 3.7.1848 & Perry’s Bankrupt Gazette 5.8.1848.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1848 - FREEMASONRY
Province of Dorset - William Tucker Esq, of Coryton Park R.W.P.G.M.
A Provincial Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons for the County of Dorset will be held
at the National School Room in Chardstock on Thursday the 3rd day of August next at Ten
o’Clock in the forenoon for Eleven precisely, when the Officers and Brethren of all the
Lodges in the Province are requested to attend in Masonic Costume, the Clergy in their
Gowns, There will be a Procession to Church as usual, where a Sermon will be preached in
Aid of the Chardstock Schools. On the return of the Brethren from Church, the Ceremony of
the Consecration of the Rural Lodge, No. 802, to be established at Chardstock will take
place.
The Attendance of the Provincial Officers of the neighbouring Provinces or Brethren and any
Visiting Lodges with their Banners and Regalia will be deemed a favour.
The Dinner will take place at Four o’Clock and as it will not be confined to the Masonic
Brethren only, it is earnestly hoped that they may be visited by many others on this occasion.
Tickets 7s 6d each, for the Dinner, including a Pint of Wine, may be had of Brother John
Wills.
By Order of the R.W.P.G.M.
Weymouth 12th July, 1848.

J Jacobs P.G.S.

Source: Dorset County Chronicle 20.7.1848 and 27.7.1848.
.....................
Freemasonry - The Annual Provincial Meeting of Free and Accepted Masons of Dorset was
held at Chardstock on Thursday last, and although most probably on account of the place of
Meeting being on the extensive borders of the County, there were not so many Brethren of
the Province present as on former occasions, there were several Members from the
Provincial and other Lodges of Somerset, Devon, &c. The Lodge was opened by the
R.W.P.G.M. Wm. Tucker Esq. of Coryton Park, soon after Eleven o-clock when the
consecration of the newly formed “Rural Lodge” at Chardstock took place. After this
ceremony and the usual routine of business, the Brethren attended Divine Service at the
Parish Church where the Prayers were impressively read by the Rev. Mr. Woodcock, the

Vicar, and an excellent Sermon delivered by the Rev. W J Perry, P.G.C., who made a most
eloquent appeal on behalf of the Chardstock National Schools; the collection at the doors
for this object amounted to £21 9s 7d. After Divine service the Brethren, with many visitors,
returned to the Lodge room and partook of a splendid banquet provided by brother
Townward of Axminster.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 5.8.1848.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1848 - JOHN BILLETT
Dorchester Gaol - Committals: John Billet, for leaving family chargeable at Chardstock
2cmhl [2 calendar months hard labour].
Source: Sherborne Mercury 29.7.1848.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1848 - THOMAS CHUBB
Chard Committal: A labouring man named Thomas Chubb of Chardstock was last week
committed by J B Coles Esq. for trial at the Dorset Sessions, for stealing cider from the
cellar of a small farmer there named Abraham Larcombe, on the previous Sunday night. It
appeared that the prosecutor had missed cider from his casks and employed a man
named Harris to watch, who caught the prisoner coming out of the cellar in the dead of the
night with a pitcher full.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 23.9.1848.
Dorset Crown Court: Acquitted Thomas Chubb. Note: No account of hearing recorded.
Source: Sherborne Mercury
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1848 - CHARDSTOCK FAIR
Chardstock Fair to be held on 11th October 1848.
Source: Exeter Flying Post 5.10.1848.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1848 - JOHN BILLET
Dorset Crown Court: Six months imprisonment John Billet for felony (stealing apparal) at
Chardstock.
Sources Sherborne Mercury & Salisbury & Winchester Journal both 21.10.1848.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1848 - CHARD, CREWKERNE & ILMINSTER LABOURERS’ FRIEND SOCIETY
The Annual Meeting of this Institution was held on Monday 16th October 1848. In a full report
of proceeding, two items are of direct interest to Chardstock:
“Since the last anniversery meeting the parish of Chardstock has zealously joined the
Society”.
“Chardstock Awards - Aaron Seward 10s, William Pearce 10s, Thomas Gregory 8s 6d,
Simeon Tucker 8s 6d, James Gregory 7s 6d, William Searle 7s, Robert Mansfield 6s 6d,

John Davey 6s, James Newberry 5s, John Rowe 5s”.
The main purpose of the organisation was the promotion of “Field-Garden cultivation”
[allotments], but the report does not specify the reason for the awards.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 21.10.1848.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1848 - ELIAS MILLER
INSOLVENTS TO BE HEARD
13th November 1848 at County Court Axminster Elias Miller, formerly of Crewkerne,
Somersetshire, baker and confectioner, but now of Chardstock, journeyman baker.
11th December 1848 at County Court, Axminster Elias Miller, journeyman baker, Chardstock
Source: Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 6.11.1848, Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 11.11.1848 and
9.12.1848.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1848 - JOSEPH MILLS
Chard Petty Sessions. Assault - John Coles, beer-shop keeper at Furnham, was charged by
Joseph Mills of Chardstock with an assault. The complainant stated that having lent the
defendant £2 10s for which he had repeatedly made application, he again went and asked
for his money, upon which the defendent struck him a violent blow in the face - Fined 15s.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 16.12.1848.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1849 - AXMINSTER UNION - RELIEVING OFFICER WANTED
Wanted by the Board of Guardians, a Relieving Officer for the Northern District, consisting of
Eight parishes with a population of about 10,000 persons viz: - Axminster, Kilmington,
Membury, Dalwood and Stockland in Devon: and Chardstock, Hawkchurch and Thorncombe
in Dorset.
The Officer will have a salary of £85 a year, will be required to reside in the Town of
Axminster, to give up the whole of his time to the duties of his Office, and not to follow any
trade or Profession and to provide a Surety or Sureties to the amount of £200 for the faithful
performance of his duty.
Applications with Testimonials of Character and Competency, must be sent free of expense
marked “Relieving Officer’s Application” on or before 10 o’clock in the forenoon of Friday the
16th day of this instant February, addressed “To the Clerk of the Axminster Union,
Axminster”, on which day the Board of Guardians will take the applications under
consideration and Elect the Officer.
Charles Bond
Axminster, February 2, 1849.
Source: Exeter Flying Post 8.2.1849
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1849 - VAGRANCY - DANIEL SULLIVAN
On Saturday [3rd February 1849} a short, thick-set, but powerful Irishman, who gave the

name of Daniel Sullivan, and said he was a ship porter on his way from Plymouth to
London, was given into custody at Chardstock by the Rev. C Woodcock, the Vicar, for
begging, and on being taken before J B Coles Esq. of Parrocks, he was committed to hard
labour for a month in Dorchester Gaol.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 10.2.1849.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1849 - CHARDSTOCK FARMS TO BE LET
To be Let, and entered on at Lady-Day next several very Desirable Farms in the parish of
Chardstock. The main wish of the Landlord is to improve the system of Farming on his
estates, therefore liberal co-operation will be given to a good occupier.
Applications may be made any time before the 1st day of March to Mr Heygate, Mr Dean’s,
Ridge, Chardstock.
Source: Exeter Flying Post 15.2.1849
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1849 - JAMES LARCOMBE
Chard Petty Sessions
Stealing Underwood - James Larcombe of Chardstock, for cutting and stealing underwood
from a hedge of Mr John Bond at Wambrook, was fined 6s 6d.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 17.2.1849.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1849 - JOHN CHUBB & ELI CHUBB
Committal - On Tuesday 23rd October 1849 John Chubb and Eli Chubb (father and son)
labourers of Chardstock were charged before J B Coles Esq. with stealing a turkey, value
5s, from their master, Mr Abraham Bentley, of that parish, on the 14th October. The warrant
was issued on the 16th of October, but the son having absconded it could not be enforced
until now. From the evidence of Mr Bentley and his carter, it appeared that at half-past
eleven, at night, the younger prisoner was seen from the carter’s window to go through the
Barton and into the shed where the fowls roost and thence, with a turkey under his arm, into
the stable, where he was followed, and with the aid of a light discovered creeping up
between the manger and wall, the turkey lying very quietly on the straw, and the elder
prisoner at the same time loitering outside the stable in disguise, as if waiting to receive the
booty. Mr Bentley knowing them, he let them go, and took out a warrant; but in the mean
time the son ran away and recently came home with the small-pox. The son was committed
for trial, but as the evidence against the father was slight, and Mr Bentley was disinclined to
press the charge, he was discharged.
Note: At the Dorset Lent Assizes Eli Chubb was sentenced to four months hard labour for
stealing a turkey at Chardstock.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 17.3.1849.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1849 - SARAH BIRCH
Chard County Court Thursday 19th April 1849.
A Vixen - Mr Abraham Bentley, yeoman, of Chardstock, applied to Major Elton to have a
woman, named Sarah Birch, bound over to keep the peace. It appeared that the woman
had lived in the service of the complainant, but he was obliged to discharge her; since which

she had threatened and slandered him. He declared that he went in fear of her, as she had
threatened to set fire to his premises, to give him a good threshing, that she would be
d------d if she didn’t have his life, and similar expressions. This was corroborated by three
other persons, who stated that her general manner was very violent. Very recently Mr.
Bentley had to make a complaint against her for wilfully breaking his windows. She was
ordered to find sureties, and, in default, committed for three months. On being removed, she
violently declared “I’m determined to have satisfaction some way or other, if I am to be hung
for it”.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 21.4.1849
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1849 - WILLIAM BOWYER
William Bowyer formerly of Hawkchurch, Dorsetshire, licensed victualler and blacksmith,
but now of Chardstock, out of business, County Court Hearing, Axminster 11th June, 1849.
Source: Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 28.5.1849 and others.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1849 - EXCITEMENT AT CHARDSTOCK
Twice within a week have the populace of this rural village been excited, but under widely
different circumstances; the first being caused by the breaking out of a fire very early on
Saturday morning , when two dwelling-houses, one being also a bakehouse, in which the
fire originated, were destroyed, although every exertion that could be made without an
engine was used. The latest excitement was on Wednesday, and of a more pleasant
character, being the anniversary of the village club, an occasion which produced, as has
been its wont, much mirth and gaiety.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 2.6.1849.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1849 - EDWARD GILL
Edward Gill of Chardstock, Yeoman, but previously of Axminster at County Court, Axminster
9.7.1849.
Source: Perry’s Bankrupt Gazette 23.6.1849
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1849 - COAXDON HALL NEAR AXMINSTER
To be Sold by Auction by Mr Eales White at the George Inn, Axminster, Devon on Thursday,
the 9th day of August next at Five o’Clock in the Afternoon, subject to such Conditions as
shall be then there produced, and either in two lots or together, as shall be agreed upon at
the time of Sale (unless previously disposed of by Private Contract, of which due notice will
be given), the Fee-Simple of all those 52 Acres of Land, be the same more or less, situated
in the parish of Chardstock in the County of Dorset and known by the name of the
COAXDON ESTATE together with the Dwelling Houses and premises situated thereon,
consisting of a Mansion House called COAXDON HALL, which is a substantial stone-built
Dwelling House and contain a spacious entrance hall, dining and drawing-rooms of good
dimensions, library or breakfast room, kitchen, butler’s pantry, wine cellar, and other
convenient offices, five best bed-rooms, two servants’ bed-rooms water closet, &c, stable,
coach-house, dairy, and other convenient out offices; a never-failing supply of hard water
from wells and pumps, and a stream of soft water. Also, a most convenient Farm and Dairy
House, with a pound house, cider press and horse engine, barn, stable, cowsheds, piggery

and other outbuildings.
And, also, all that One Acre of Copyhold Land adjoining to and generally occupied with the
said estate.
The Hall, with a spacious Garden well stocked with fruit trees, lawn and pasture field
adjoining, are now in the occupation of Alexander Knight Esq. and the Farm House and
Premises with the remainder of the Estate, and the one acre of Copyhold Land, are now in
the occupation of Mr Edward Seward.
The Land is of the richest quality of watered Meadow, Arable and Pasture, and about four
and a half acres of thriving and productive Orchard. There is also a large quantity of Timber
(Oak, Ash and Elm) growing on the Estate; and the whole of the premises are in the most
perfect state of repair, a considerable sum having been lately expended thereon.
The Houses and Property adjoin the Turnpike Road between Axminster and Chard being
about one and a half miles from he former and five and a half miles from the latter Town and
the Property is bounded on one side by the River Axe, and is about six miles from the
seaport Town of Lyme.
For further particulars, apply the Auctioneer at his Offices, East Street, Taunton or to Mr
William Wills, Solicitor, Axminster, Devon.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 14.7.1849.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1849 - CHARDSTOCK - STEALING MEAT
On the night of the 23rd July, 1849 the slaughter-house of Mr Ellett, butcher, of Chardstock
was broken into and a quantity of mutton stolen.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 4.8.1849
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1849 - WILLIAM DENZILLOW
Chard Petty Sessions: William Denzillow, blacksmith, of Chardstock was charged with
having stolen an iron bar from Mr. Abraham Bentley, farmer, of that parish, but the evidence
was not deemed sufficient to warrant a committal.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 18.8.1849.
1849 - WILLIAM DENZILOE
Chard Petty Sessions: William Denziloe, smith, of Chardstock was charged with stealing an
iron bar from Mr Benjamin Spiller of that parish in April last. The defendant said he had
purchased it with other old iron of a person unknown and the case was dismissed.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 15.9.1849.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1849 - CHARDSTOCK & ALL SAINTS CHURCHES
The general Committee of the National Society have voted the following grants to the
following schools in the diocese: Chardstock, All Saints £30 and Chardstock, St. Andrew’s
£10.

Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 15.9.1849.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1849 - THOMAS SYMES
Caution to Carters: - Thomas Symes, a carter, of Chardstock, was charged by J B Coles
Esq. with being drunk on the 25th September 1849 and also with being at such a distance
from his waggon that he could not have the government of the horses. The defendant
pleaded guilty, whereapon Mr Coles consented not to press the charges, but begged him to
take warning, as, but for some one having taken the front horse by the head, the waggon
must have come into collision with his carriage. The defendant, on paying the expenses,
was discharged.
Source; Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 13.10.1849.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1849 - CHARDSTOCK - BATTLEFORD HALL
To be Let, with immediate possession, the Genteel Residence called Battleford Hall, situate
in the Parish of Chardstock, Dorset, within one mile and half of Axminster and five of Chard,
both fashionable and excellent market towns.
The House comprises two comfortable sitting rooms, a good kitchen, and other convenient
offices, four bedrooms, an attic and closet with stable and coach house &c. Attached there
is a large and productive kitchen and fruit garden and also a flower garden with every
convenience.
Battleford is most pleasantly situated and is well calculated for a small retired family. The
river Axe runs within a short distance of the House, which would be an advantage to a
fisherman. Very low rent.
For viewing apply at the House and for further particulars to Mr Guppy at the House or at the
Bank, Honiton or to Mr Alfred Guppy, Solicitor, Honiton.
Dated Honiton 13th November 1849.
Source: Western Times 17.11.1849.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1850 - JAMES LARCOMBE
Chard Petty Sessions 14.1.1850 - Game Trespass
James Larcombe, labourer of Chardstock, was summoned by Mr Thomas Palmer Eames
for trespassing in a plantation of Thomas Deane Esq. of Cotley, in pursuit of conies. The
defendant did not appear, and the case was gone into. Francis Sloman deposed that on the
11th of December he saw the defendant in Cotley Plantation with two nets and a ferret; he
was ferreting rabits [sic]. Witness took one rabbit from his pocket, when defendant offered
him 5s to say nothing about it. Fined £1 0s 6d and ordered to be committed to Dorchester
gaol for one month in default of payment.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 19.1.1850
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1850 - CHARDSTOCK ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH
The Lord Bishop of Salisbury purposes holding Confirmations at Chardstock in the
Dorsetshire department of his diocese on March 12 1850

Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 9.3.1850.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1850 - CHARDSTOCK FRIENDLY SOCIETY
The Chardstock Friendly Society celebrated their anniversary last Wednesday.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 1.6.1850.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1850 - ECCLESIASTICAL INTELLIGENCE
The sum of £5 annually, arising out of property within the parish of Chardstock, now vested
in the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, has been granted by them to the Perpetual Curate of
the district church of All Saints, in the above parish, and to the Perpetual Curate of the same
for the time being forever.
Source: Devizes & Wiltshire Gazette 29.8.1850.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1850 - CHARDSTOCK FAIR
Chardstock Fair to be held on 10th October 1850.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 1.10.1850
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1850 - AXE FARM, CHARDSTOCK
To be Let, by tender, from Lady-day next, all that excellent and very desirable Grazing and
Dairy Farm called Axe Farm, containing 101 Acres, more or less, and now in the occupation
of Messrs. George and John Bradley.
The dwelling-house is very roomy and commodious, and has extensive and convenient
outbuildings, adjoined by more than 2 acres of productive orchard, and a large and good
garden.
The Tenant to pay all rates, taxes and outgoings.
Axe Farm is situated about 3 miles from Axminster, 4 miles from Chard, 10 miles from
Honiton and 6 miles from Lyme Regis - all good market towns.
For viewing the farm apply at the farm-house and to Mr Pryer, Chemist and Druggist,
Axminster to whom application must be made for further particulars and sealed Tenders
sent previously to the 9th day of November next.
Dated Axminster, October 3, 1850.
Source: Exeter Flying Post 10.10.1850
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1850 - CHARD COUNTY COURT - TOMS v DEANE
This was an action to recover from Mr Deane of Cotley £5 for ironmongery goods had in
October 1844 by a Mr John Symes, millwright, late of this place, but who, shortly before this
action was brought died suddenly at Bath. Mr Deane being the owner of Hook mills in
Chardstock agreed with Symes for a new water wheel, but, before the work was scarcely
proceeded with, he countermanded the order and said he would have the old wheel

repaired and subsequently settled with Symes for what was due to him. It appeared that the
tenant of the mills, one Jas Crabb, and Symes went afterwards to Mr Tom’s shop and had
goods to the amount now claimed by Mr Deane, who had agreed to forego three years rent
for Crabb to complete the repairs at the mills. Crabb afterwards failed, and Symes, with
other creditors, for goods used about the repairs, sought to make Mr Deane liable, but he
resisted their claims for goods had after the countermand - and as to Mr Toms’s demand
he knew nothing of it, except than when he settled with Symes it was understood and the
settlement was concluded on the understanding that he (Symes) should pay whatever it
was. But Mr Toms’s books, which Mr Salter called for, was an answer to his own case, as it
appeared from them that he had not debited the goods to Mr Deane at all but first to Crabb,
the tenant, and afterwards to Symes, to whom, on cross-examination, he admitted that he
had looked for the money, while a witness, named Sloman, stated that after the goods were
had, he went to the plaintiff’s for some goods for his master, Mr Deane, and, not having the
money, Mr Toms refused to let them go, saying he had no account with Mr Deane. - Verdict
for defendant.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 26.10.1850
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1850/1851 - THE BANKRUPTCY OF WILLIAM HEYGATE
Note: This bankruptcy was widely reported in the newspapers of the time. The articles below
are selective, but cover events as they unfolded.
COURT OF BANKRUPTCY, LONDON - WILLIAM HEYGATE
December 13 1850 before Mr Commissioner Goulburn
Re HEYGATE - This was the first meeting for the proof of debts and choice of assignees
under the bankruptcy of William Heygate of Watford, Northamptonshire and of Chardstock,
Dorset, brick-maker. The bankrupt did not surrender and a warrant has been issued for his
apprehension. He was formerly collector of Lord Henley’s rents, and having received about
£3000 on account of that nobleman, he absconded with it. The messenger of the court has,
however, succeeded in getting possession fo a farm belonging to the bankrupt at Watford
and some valuable brick-fields and implements at Chardstock, which it is represented will
enable the assignees to pay the creditors a good dividend. The debts proved on the
occasion amounted to nearly £4000.
The next meeting of the proof of debts and surrender and examination of the bankrupt is the
13th January 1851, when, if he does not appear, he will be proclaimed an outlaw.
Source: Stamford Mercury 20.12.1850.
EMBEZZLEMENT OF £3000 BY LORD HENLEY’S STEWARD
This serious offence has just been brought to light through the agency of the Court of
Bankruptcy. The steward of Lord Henley up to the last month was William Heygate. He was
a farmer at Watford, and an extensive brick-maker at Chardstock in Dorsetshire. In both
these counties he collected the rents and superintended the various farms belonging to his
Lordship. The greatest confidence was reposed to him and it would seem by the
subsequent examination of his books that he had for some time abused his trust. Several
omission of “encroachment rent’ and other cash payments on account of his Lordship are
altogether omitted. Heygate received from the farmers at Lyng Buckley and other places in
Northamptonshire £1204 17s 9d on the 6th of November last; and at Chardstock he
collected rents to the amount of £687 0s 9d. That is the extent of his delinquencies, as
sworn to by his Lordship, but his defalcations are reported to be of much larger extent.

Source: Bristol Times & Mirror 4.1.1851.
BANKRUPTCY COURT 18th January 1851
The bankrupt, William Heygate, was an extensive brick maker and farmer at Watford,
Northamptonshire and Chardstock, Dorset.
The bankruptcy took place on the 20th of last November, immediately previously to which the
bankrupt had absconded, having first collected above £2000 rentals from the tenants of
Lord Henley, to whom he was steward. It is believed that he quitted England for Australia,
and detective officers, with the local superintendent of police, were sent in pursuit, but up to
yesterday nothing had been heard of the fugitive. The assignees have recovered a farm, four
cottages, some brick-fields and other property belonging to the bankrupt, so that the
creditors will obtain a dividend. The present sitting was appointed for the proof of debts and
last examination of the bankrupt, and considerable difficulty was experienced in the
admission of proofs, as the bankrupt has left no books behind him that disclose the true
state of his affairs.
The bankrupt not having surrendered before the termination of the meeting, he was
proclaimed an outlaw in due form.
Source: London Evening Standard 20.1.1851.
WILLIAM HEYGATE
William Heygate of Watford and Chardstock brickmaker - first dividend of 3s 4d in the
pound, any Tuesday at the office of Mr. Penn, Guildhall Chambers.
Source: London Evening Standard 10.5.1851.
WILLIAM HEYGATE
W Heygate, Watford and Chardstock brickmaker - second dividend of 3d in the pound,
payable at 3 Guildhall Chambers, Basinghall Street, on any Tuesday.
Source: Morning Chronicle 13.12.1851.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1851 - AARON SEAWARD
On Wednesday 29th January 1851 three young men, named Joseph Langford of Axminster,
Robert Clark and John Clark of Membury, were taken before W Woodward Esq. (Mayor)
and R H Aberdein Esq. charged by policeman Treby with stealing six fowls from James
Sandford, Axminster; three ducks from Mr Richard Harris, Axminster; and three ducks from
Mr Aaron Seaward of Chardstock. Treby discovered the prisoners in the market the
previous Saturday under suspicious circumstances, selling poultry, and took them into
custody. The property was identified and they were committed for trial at the sessions.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 1.2.1851
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1851 - CHARDSTOCK RESIDENCE TO LET
To be Let, with Immediate Possession, an attractive and roomy Residence with a good
Walled Garden, Stable and convenient Offices, situate in the pleasant village of Chardstock,
3 miles from Chard and Axminster and very suitable for a lady or gentleman wishing to live
retired. Good fly fishing can be obtained in that celebrated trout stream the River Axe. Rent
only £10 a year.

Apply to Mr Robert Bonfield, Chardstock, near Chard
Dated 19th February, 1851
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 22.2.1851
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1851 - JOHN WHEADON
Committed to Dorchester Gaol - John Wheadon stealing coals at Chardstock.
Source: Hampshire Advertiser 1.3.1851.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1851 - SALE OF TIMBER
Prime Timber at Chardstock on the border of Dorset, two miles from Chard in Somerset.
Messrs Reed and Warren will sell by auction, without reserve, at Cotley House, Chardstock
on Wednesday the 19th of March 1851 at Two o’Clock in the afternoon (by order of the Rev.
Henry William Marker of Combe House near Honiton).
229 Oak, 227 Ash, 136 Beech, 24 Elm, 1 Cherry and 4 Sycamore trees and 20 Ash pollards.
Now standing at Cotley and Wooten Estates in Lots as described in hand bills, to be
obtained at the place of sale; of the auctioneers; of Mr Pyle, Gittisham; or at the offices of Mr
Bowerman, Solicitor, Uffculme, near Honiton.
Messrs R and W beg to assure all dealers in timber that this selection of trees will be found
in excellent quality and the greatest part of large dimensions; most of the oak is coppice
produce and well adapted for Naval and other first-class purposes.
Chardstock is 10 miles from Lyme, 15 from Bridport, 8 from Axmouth, 10 from Honiton and
10 from Taunton.
For viewing apply on the Estate on Monday and Tuesday the 17th and 18th of January and
morning of sale. Deposit 25 per cent.
Wonford Cottage, near Exeter, March 3rd 1851.
Source: Exeter Flying Post 6.3.1851.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1851 - JOHN WAREHAM
Two newspaper reports
Stealing eggs:- On Friday, John Wareham, labourer of Chardstock, was caught stealing
eggs from his master, Mr Deane of Cotley, and other things having been missed from the
farm, his house was searched and in it was found a firkin, two gins, three pieces of iron and
a piece of ash intended for the stem of a pickaxe. He was committed on the following day by
C W Loveridge Esq. for trial at the Dorset sessions.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 22.3.1851
TRIAL OF PRISONER
John Wareham, charged with having feloniously stolen ten eggs, one firkin, three pieces of

iron, two guns [gins] and one piece of ash, the property of Thomas Deane at Chardstock Six calendar months imprisonment and hard labour.
Source: Hampshire Advertiser 12.4.1851.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1851 - CHARDSTOCK FRIENDLY SOCIETY
The anniversary of this really friendly society was celebrated on Wednesday, and the day
being a propitious one, it was fully fashionably and most respectably attended by the lovers
of social rural festivities from all parts of the neighbourhood.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 31.5.1851.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1851 - LUKE TUCKER
Chard Petty Sessions Monday 9th June 1851
Luke Tucker, mason of Chardstock, was summoned for having, on the 13th May at
Crewkerne, produced and used, for the purpose of obtaining a license to retail beer and
cider, a certificate, knowing the matters certified therein to be false, and whereby he
obtained such license and had since kept a beer-house. It was alleged that the matter
certified to be false was that the dwelling-house and premises occupied therewith were
rated in one sum for the rate for the relief of the poor, on a rent or annual value of £8 2s,
whereas the rate-book for 1949 would shew that the different premises were then rated to
three separate sums, amounting in the aggregate to £6 15s only, and one portion of the
property described as belonging to Lord Henley, and distant from the dwelling-house, which
belonged to Mr Apsey, about a quarter of the mile.
Mr William Wiscombe, innkeeper, deposed that he cautioned the churchwardens and
overseers, and principal parishioners that the defendant was not sufficiently rated before the
certificate was signed by the overseer, and that he would summon the defendant if he
obtained it. The overseer, who signed the certificate, was summoned to give evidence; and
the assistant overseer, who had the rate-books was also summoned to produce those for
1849, 1850 and 1851; but he failed to produce the first. The overseer who signed the
certificate, admitted that he had not examined the rate, and was not acquainted with the
nature of the matter, except that it was to enable Tucker to obtain a license, but relied upon
the Assistant Overseer, who told him it was allright. The rate for 1850 contains the property
rated in three distinct sums, amounting together to £8 2s 6d, but part is described as
belonging to Lord Henley, who is opposed to a beer-house being kept there. The last rate
for 1851 described the property altogether and in one rating of £8 2s, but still gives Lord
Henley under the head “owners”, a share as owner. Mr Resterick, excise officer, attended to
prove the production of the certificate at the sitting of the excise officers at Crewkerne on the
13th of May, and that on such certificate the defendant obtained the license. In reply to a
question as to the practice of the Commissioners with regard to the construction of the
words “premises occupied therewith”, he (Mr R) stated that he conceived it to be that the
premises must belong, and be contiguous, to the dwelling-house, but that the different
buildings or closes might be rated in different sums so that they amounted in the aggregate
to the requisite sum, which in the present case would be £8. The further consideration of the
case was adjourned to the next meeting, at which the Overseer was ordered to produce the
rate for 1849. If people may take detached plots of land in a parish in order to make up,
together with some pig-sty of a house, a rating of £8, there will be no end to beer-shops,
which, it is admitted, form the greatest moral pestilence in our land.

Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 14.6.1851.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1851 - REV. WILLIAM MARSHALL
The Rev. William Marshall M A, has been licensed to the Curacy of All Saints, Chardstock.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 14.6.1851.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1851 - FURNISHED COTTAGE TO LET
To be Let from Midsummer next for twelve months, or a longer period, a Furnished Cottage
Residence with walled garden, coach-house, stable and other outbuildings, situate in the
retired village of Alson, distant three miles from Axminster, four from Chard and nine from
the sea watering places of Lyme and Charmouth. For viewing the same and further
particulars, apply to Mr John Stevens, Fursley, near Axminster, Devon.
Source: Western Times 21.6.1851
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1851 - BATH HOSPITAL
The following is a list of patients, with their diseases, who have been discharged from the
Bath Hospital since the last report and who have derived benefit from the use of the Bath
Waters:
[Included in this list is] Job Turner, Chardstock, Dorset, leprosy.
Source: Bath Chronicle & Weekly Gazette 17.7.1851
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1851 - CHARDSTOCK HORTICULTURAL FETE
Two newspaper reports.
A horticultural fete, on a small scale, got up by the Rev. Charles Woodcock, the Vicar, took
place at the retired village of Chardstock on Friday last. There was a good display of flowers
and vegetables and it afforded an occasion for a general holiday to the parishioners, who
were met by visitors from this and the neighbouring towns and villages. Various prizes were
awarded not only for the best flowers and vegetables, but for the cleanest cottages &c.,the
recipients, being suitably addressed by the Vicar, whose exertions to benefit and improve
his poor parishioners are untiring.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 26.7.1851.
Want of space prevented our making more than a brief allusion to the Annual Horticultural
Show which took place recently at the village of Chardstock, situate on the west of the high
road between this place [Chard] and Axminster.
Eight or nine years ago this excellent institution had its origin in the efforts of a young
clergyman, whose health has since obliged him to relinquish his ministerial work, but
whose zeal and charity are unabated in his desire to promote the well-being of his poorer
neighbours. Commencing, on a small scale, in the district of All Saints, of which he was
then Curate, he has been enabled to extend the advantages further, until rich and poor,
farmers and labourers, it seems, have this year been invited to compete for prizes in the
cultivation of vegetables, flowers and herbs. The company who assembled at Chardstock at
the exhibition expressed universal astonishment at the size and excellence of the garden

produce in a district by no means notorious for its fertility.
The objects for which prizes were proposed were arranged under four classes. The first - for
all ordinary vegetables of the season, including a collection of pot-herbs. The second - for
fruit. The third - for flowers. The fourth - for the best collection of each. The three first classes
were for cottagers alone, but the fourth was thrown open to all residents in Chardstock and
All Saints. The school children were also encouraged to exercise their taste in contributing
nosegays of wild flowers, the two best of which were rewarded. Prizes were also adjudged
to those parishioners under thirty years of age, who produced the best certificates for length
of service and general good conduct, as well as those children who showed the best
specimens of needlework.
The last prize we will mention is perhaps the one to be most commended, although, as the
excellent Vicar, the Rev. Charles Woodcock, in his address took occasion to observe, it is
one that requires no little discrimination and knowledge of the circumstances attaching to
each family; it was a prize for the encouragement of cleanliness and neatness in the
cottages of the poor, and was given to a poor widow with four or five children.
The school-room, in which the show took place, was thrown open for the reception of
visitors at three o’clock, from which hour till six - when the Vicar gave his address of
encouragement to the poor and of thanks to the rich, as well for their attendance as their
pecuniary support - it was thronged with eager beholders. It must have been a most
gratifying sight to the Vicar to see himself surrounded by almost all the clergy and a vast
body of the gentry from the neighbourhood, mingling with his poor parishioners and
entering cordially into their enjoyments.
The industrial school for the training of servant girls, attracted particular notice and
admiration and it is satisfactory to find the institution meets with an amount of support that
affords a fair prospect of its continuance and success. It only requires to be known in the
county to ensure general patronage. If we may judge of the other household
accomplishments of the girls under tuition from the specimens of clear-starching and
ironing that were exhibited as their handy-work, we may hope that many intelligent,
industrious, cleanly and trustworthy housemaids, cooks and nursemaids may in time go out
from hence to be a comfort to the families in which they may be engaged. We understand
that the demand is far greater than the supply.
As the Vicar justly observed, those who expect accomplished servants at the ages of fifteen
and sixteen must necessarily be disappointed; the most that can be compassed in such a
school is to instil habits of obedience, cleanliness and order and if those who have the
management of this school should succeed in engrafting these upon such subjects as the
Chardstock and All Saints commons are known to produce, they will confer an essential
benefit on the public.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 9.8.1851.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1851 - MANSLAUGHTER AT CHARD - GEORGE DAWE
George Dawe, a respectable miller, lately residing at Coaxdon Mills, near Axminster, was
indicted for the manslaughter of John White at Chard by riding over him on the highway, as
he was returning from Chard market.
Mr Karslake and Mr Bere conducted the prosecution and Mr Phimm the defence.

Mr Karslake stated the case to the Jury and proceeded to call the following witnesses.
Mr James Farmer, clerk to Messrs Salter and Clarke, solicitors, Chard, produced the plan
which had been made of the ground where the accident occurred.
In reply to Mr Phinn, he stated that the road where the accident happened was only 15 feet
wide. There was no footpath there.
Clement Burt, aged 12 years, was examined. On Monday the 7th of April I was at Chard and
left that night with John White, who was a carpenter living at Tatworth, which is about two
miles from Chard; Elias Hayball, William Parker, Joseph White, myself and my brother left
together and walked towards home. We got to the top of a hill called Two Ash Hill. John
White walked first, he had a sack of potatoes on his back. I heard horses coming behind
me; and then I looked round and saw a man on horseback coming up over the hill very fast.
In his left hand he had his hat and in his right the reins. He waved his hat and holloaed
Ahoy! Ahoy! I ran to the side of the hedge and called to the men, but they did not take notice
of me, and I ran after them and took hold of Hayball by the smock and pulled him out of the
road. All our party except myself and my brother were not quite fresh.
Mr Karslake: - What do you mean by fresh?
Lord Campbell: - Why everybody knows what is meant by fresh, it means that a man is
drunk.
Mr Karslake:- Yes, my Lord, but they have a different meaning for the word in this part of the
country. By fresh they mean sober.
Examination continued:- I saw the man on the horse come up and knock John White down,
and then go on towards Tatworth; we picked John White up and put him against the hedge.
Another man on horseback came up the hill just after. I don’t know what became of him as
my attention was directed to White. It was a moonlight night. Directly afterwards I saw two
men on horses come up the hill from Tatworth; that was in the opposite direction. One
stopped and the other went towards Chard and said “good night”. I saw no more of that
man. I then went home. I cannot say what was the colour of the horse, but I am sure it was
not a white one. It was a big horse.
Cross-examined:- When the man holloaed he was further than the length of this Court from
the men.
Elias Hayball, William Parker and John White [probably an error for Joseph White]
corroborated the evidence of the last witness.
William Henry Loud, I am a butcher living at Lyme Regis. On Monday April 7th I was at
Chard Market and left on horseback about a few minutes after eight o’clock. After I passed
the turnpike gate a man overtook me. I did not then know him; the prisoner is the man. Just
as he overtook me his hat fell off. We rode on together. I saw the prisoner was very tipsy and
turned my horse to pick up his hat when it was picked up by another person. We then road
on together, Dawe on the left and I on the right, until about the first mile-stone, where he
road away from me as fast as the horse could go. Before that we were trotting and cantering
along. Just as he left me he said “Come on, Come on”. I overtook my uncle and a party who
were driving some bullocks of mine about two hundred yards further, and went on until I
came up to the place where the deceased was lying on the ground. I walked with my uncle
to the place; I was on horseback. No horse passed me either way from the time that Dawe

left me until I came up to White. About a minute after I was there I saw Dawe coming back
from Tatworth on horseback. He said “What’s the matter?” I said “I think the man is killed.”
He made no answer but turned his horse and rode towards Tatworth. I saw him sufficiently
to be enabled to swear that he was the same man who rode with me from Chard. He came
back in about two minutes and said “good night” and passed on towards Chard. He went
about one hundred yards and stood his horse across the road, about five minutes. He then
came on at a trot and said “Holloa, holloa, what’s the matter.” “I said sure it wasn’t you that
rode over this man,” He jerked me by the arm and said “D....n me, say nothing about it.” He
assisted in putting the deceased into the cart. The little boy was crying and Dawe said
“Pooh, nonsense, there is nothing the matter with him.” He was very tipsy at that time. He
and I both went together to the deceased’s house. I went to the blacksmith to have a shoe
put on. I went to the deceased’s house and deceased died before I left.
Cross-examined:- When he wrote his name, he asked me are you not going to give your
name. I made no answer and did not give my name. No horse passed me from the time I
passed the gate.
William Clarke of Axminster stated that as he was going towards Ash Hill on the night in
question a horseman passed him. He was going very fast. The last witness afterwards
came up to him. No other horse passed between the first and William Henry Loud.
George Gent was driving a cart along the road on the night in question, when two men
passed him on horseback, riding rapidly. The hat of one of them fell off and was picked up
by another man.
Joshua Bowyer proved that the prisoner waved his hat and shouted as he rode along the
road in company with another man.
Cross-examined:- They were both riding as fast as their horses could go.
John Parsons, a mason of Tatworth, was returning from Chard, when he saw a man riding
from Tatworth towards him and then turned round and went back. He did not know who the
man was. He went on to the Country Hotel, Tatworth and Mr Dawe came in shortly after. He
said some man was killed on the hill; and added “It was not me.”
Cross-examined:- Mr Dawe said “They accused me of it, but so help me God, it was not
me.”
William Seward, landlord of the Kings Arms, Chard, proved that the prisoner was drunk at
his house on the 7th of April, before he left Chard.
Mr Spicer, a surgeon of Chard, proved that the deceased died from the wounds inflicted.
Mr Phinn addressed the Jury in behalf of the prisoner in a speech of great power and ability.
Lord Campbell having summed up the Jury, after a brief consultation, returned a verdict of
Guilty.
The prisoner said - He was not the man who did it.
Lord Campbell said that was an aggravation of his offence. The Jury had found him guilty
upon the clearest evidence and he entirely concurred in the verdict they had delivered. That
observation only convinced that he (the prisoner) was an obstinate man. Instead of feeling,

as he ought, the deepest compunction that he had in a fit of intemperance hurried a fellow
creature into eternity unprepared, he still persisted in denying the fact. That was a great
aggravation of the crime. The sentence of the Court upon him was that he be improsoned in
the House of Correction for twelve calendar months
Source: Sherborne Mercury 12.8.1851
Notes: A Coroner’s Inquest into the incident lasted for three days and was reported, in great
detail, in the Exeter & Plymouth Gazette on 19.4.1851. This report has not been transcribed
for the website, but a copy is available from us on request.
At the inquest John White was described as a quiet, industrious man, who left a widow and
ten children.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1851 - COAXDON MILLS
TO BE LET and entered upon at Michaelmas next.
All those extensive mills at Coaxdon, in the Parishes of Chardstock and Axminster, with
Dwelling House, Bake House, and convenient Out-buildings, together with about Twenty
Acres, more or less, of Excellent Meadow and Orchard Land. The above Mills are situated
on the river Axe a never failing stream; and are capable of making one hundred sacks of
Flour per week, and are within easy distance of Lyme and Bridport, where shipments may
be made to any port.
For viewing the premises apply at the Mills and for further particulars and to treat for the
same, to Mr Michael Dawe, East Chinnock, Yeovil, Somerset.
Dated August 4th 1851
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1851 - CHARDSTOCK FAIR
Chardstock Fair to be held on 11th October 1850.
Source: Exeter Flying Post 9.10.1851
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1851 - CHARDSTOCK DIVERSIONS
The scattered and picturesque village of Chardstock had its “diversions” on Tuesday last,
when the chief “topic” was the favourite rustic amusement “Donkey Racing”, which is
thought in that neighbourhood of more consequence that the national sport - horse racing.
Our informant says it is intended to renew these diversions annually for the express
purpose of “improving the breed of donkeys on Bewley Down”. After the conclusion of the
days “sport” a large party adjourned to Westcombe’s well known hostelry where conviviality
reigned during the evening.
“The Chardstock Stakes” were won by Mr Dening’s “Bewley Down Lass” beating Mr C
Batstone’s “Blue Belle”; Mr Bowyer’s “Abraham Cann”, Mr Hounsell’s “Broad Cratt”, Mr
Jeffrey’s “Mad Dog” and Mr. Deem’s “Flying Dutchman”.
“The Westcombe Plate” was won by “Blue Belle” beating “Abraham Cann” and “Broad Cratt”.
The proceedings passed off well and the greatest order was observed throughout the day.

Source: Sherborne Mercury 21.10.1851.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1851 CHARD, CREWKERNE & ILMINSTER LABOURER’S FRIEND SOCIETY
Extract from annual meeting held 26.10.1851
C W Loveridge Esq. moved that the report read by Mr. Whitehead be received and adopted.
He had observed that it would be attended with considerable advantage, if a Society could
be got up for the purpose of building these cottages to which Mr. Whitehead had alluded,
particularly in the parish of Chardstock and All Saints, where the field gardens were so far
from the residences of the labourers that they could not get to them conveniently to work
after hours. Mr. Whitehead had referred to the great quantity of potatoes which were grown
in the allotments; but he had great pleasure in stating that in the parish of Chardstock there
was not one single allotment where more than the legitimate quantity was grown; and the
allotments were cultivated in a most beautiful manner.
The resolution was seconded by Major Elton and carried unanimously.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 28.10.1851
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1852 - WILLIAM SPARKS
Committed to Dorchester Gaol - William Sparks for stealing wheat at Chardstock hard
labour for two calendar months.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 6.1.1852.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1852 - AARON WARE
Poor Rate:- Aaron Ware, a small farmer, lately residing at Chardstock was summoned for
£2 6s for poor rate, and refusing to pay, a distress warrant was issued.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 17.1.1852.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1852 - CHARLES EDWARDS
Charles Edwards was charged with stealing, at Hardington, one spade the property of
William Russell.
Mr Cole prosecuted.
William Russell examined: I am a labourer residing at Cross. In December I took some
draining work at Hardington and employed prisoner to help me; on Saturday the 6th I put
that spade and some others in the drain; on Monday prisoner did not return to his work; I
saw a mark on the ground corresponding with corded breeches which prisoner wore; there
were different sorts of cord in it; it seemed as if he had knelt down; the spade produced is
mine; I know it by marks in it.
Mary Ann Chuff: I live at Chardstock on the 10th December prisoner came to my husband’s
house and bought two spades, which he asked to leave; the one produced is one that he
left; I gave one to William Dean.
Note: Witness name may be Mary Ann Chubb.

William Dean proved that on the 11th December he saw some men in a field where they
had been draining; prisoner was charged with stealing a tool, and asked whether he had
any besides that he had with him, but which he denied; went to the lodgings and found the
spade produced.
Richard Elms, policeman of Chard, deposed to having taken the spade and apprehended
the prisoner
Prisoner said he had bought the spade - Convicted.
There was another charge for stealing two spades, the property of Edward Rendell, but it
was not gone into.
Sentenced to be imprisoned with hard labour for three calendar months in Wilton Gaol.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 20.1.1852.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1852 - SALE OF PRIME MAIDEN OAK, ELM, ASH AND SYCAMORE TIMBER TREES
Mr Lidden begs to announce to Shipwrights, Timber Merchants and others that he has been
honoured with instructions to sell, in lots, by Public Auction, at the George Inn, Chardstock
on Thursday the 4th March next at 4 o’clock P.M. 383 prime maidens Oak, Elm, Ash and
Sycamore timber trees with their tops, lops and bark, now standing on farms in Chardstock
aforesaid. The timber is of good lengths and dimensions, well worthy the attention of timber
merchants and very convenient for removal, being near good roads,about 3 miles from
Chard and 4 from Axminster; and of which further particulars may be had in handbills of the
Auctioneer.
A deposit of 25 per cent will be required at the close of the sale and four months credit given
for the remainder, on approved security and paying for stamps.
For viewing apply to Mr Wale, Court Farm, Chardstock.
Dated Chard February 18 1852.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1852 - CHARLES DENING
Chard Petty Sessions - Mr Charles Dening, a farmer of Chardstock, was summoned by
James Cossins, of the same place, labourer, for an assault. The summons was issued on
the 3rd March and Cossins was also summoned by Mr Dening for an assault, the summons
being issued on the 16th March.
It appeared that Mr Dening had circulated a report tending to impeach the honesty of
Cossins, whose ire was kindled at it and hence the assault complained of. After hearing
both cases the Bench dismissed them.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 13.3.1852.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1852 - MR JOHN PRYER
Chard Petty Sessions- Mr John Pryer of Chardstock, yeoman, was summoned by a
labourer John White for £2 3s 10d, the balance of an account due for draining and picking
stones as per agreement. The complainant’s charge was 10d per rope for pipe draining at

four feet depth. The defendant said that 10d was an exorbitant price and that he only agreed
to give a fair price, about 7d per rope; that the work was not properly done, the points of the
pipes not being sufficiently close and the depth considerably short of four feet. The
complainant replied that the work was well done and at four feet deep, except where the
defendant from time to time ordered it to be less. The defendant then produced a set-off for
cash paid and potatoes. The complainant had admitted the cash in his information but
objected to the price of the potatoes (being 6s a bag) as above the market value.
After a long discussion the Bench ordered the defendant to pay 18s 10d, with 5s 6d for
costs.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 17.4.1852
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1852 - FRIENDLY SOCIETIES
The Chardstock male and the Combe St. Nicholas female Friendly Societies held their
respective anniversaries last week. but the wet weather sadly marred their pleasure.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 5.6.1852.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1852 - ANN TROTT
Misconduct of Servants:- A domestic servant named Ann Trott, between 12 and 13 years of
age, was last week charged before C W Loveridge Esq. by her master, Thomas Holway,
miller and baker of Chardstock, with leaving his house without notice and stealing a pair of
boots and a variety of articles of domestic use on the 4th July. The prisoner having
confessed and begged pardon, the prosecutor did not press for her committal and her
mother, a poor widow residing at Membury, having become surety for her good behaviour for
six months, she was admonished and discharged.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 17.7.1852.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1852 - SNOOK v CHANNING
Plaintiff is a surgeon, residing at Colyton, defendant a labourer, residing at Chardstock. This
was a claim for £2 for medicine supplied to a deceased relative of defendant, who was
executor and had taken possession of the goods of the deceased. Defendant was not in
court. Judgment was given for the amount claimed - £2 with costs. To be paid in a month.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 20.7.1852.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1852 - CHARD TEETOTAL SOCIETY
This Society is by no means dormant. Its meeting follow each other in rapid succession and
no difficulty is found in filling our spacious Town Hall. Their last meeting was on the 2nd
September and was presided over by the Rev. the Vicar, who was sufficiently recovered from
a somewhat lengthened indisposition to be enabled to be present and enforce by his
eloquence and arguments the benefits of the Society. The Rev. W W Robinson M A,
Incumbent of Christ Church, Chelsea and Vice-President of the National Temperance
Society, delivered an address of great length.
The meeting resulted in one “great fact”, namely the adhesion of the Rev. Charles
Woodcock, the pious and estimable Vicar of the neighbouring parish of Chardstock. He

said he had a servant who was a drunkard and had given him notice that unless he became
a total abstainer from the intoxicating liquors, he should at the end of the month discharge
him. That it then occurred to him that the man might at the end of the month ask him
whether he was a teetotaller or not, and that although temperate, he would not be able to
give the man a satisfactory answer, without first becoming a member himself and that as
example was better than precept, he had determined to sign the pledge on that night and by
God’s blessing to keep it. That he has no fears of his health, but should it suffer from total
abstinence, he must apply to his friend, Mr Robinson, to be released and cured. The man,
continued Mr Woodcock, was in that room and might take his course; for his own part, he
should strictly abide by the terms of his notice.
Mr Woodcock concluded by proposing thanks to the Mayor for the use of the room and the
Chairman for presiding, and the meeting separated.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 11.9.1852.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1852 - ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH
Chardstock Church has been materially benefited by some late internal improvements.
No details given.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 18.9.1852.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1852 - JOHN WAREHAM
Chard Petty Sessions: John Wareham of Chardstock, labourer, was charged by
Mr W D Eames with using a dog and stick for the purpose of killing game on land of Mr
Deane of Cotley, on the night of the 16th September. The defendant did not appear and the
constable having proved the due service of the summons, Mr Thomas P Eames, a relative
of Mr Deane, attended to prove the case. He deposited that upon information he received he
went on the night in question and watched a beer-house to which he had previously traced
footmarks from Mr Deane’s lands. Mr Deane’s huntsman was with him and he (witness)
heard the defendent and one Soloman Potter in the beer-house and heard one of them say
that “they had killed one the night before”, that he saw them leave the beer-house together,
taking with them a dog, and he followed them to a field of swedes, and heard the dog
“driving” and saw him rise several lots of partridges, that he also saw the two men, and one
of them gave a signal to the other, who went with the dog towards him; that he then jumped
out of his hiding place and saw Wareham and Potter and called out to them by their
names, when Wareham made a desperate blow at him with a large stick, but missed him,
and he then ran away, and witness and the huntsman after him and Wareham again turned
and aimed another blow at witness, which also failed, and he again ran off. The dog was a
cross-bred greyhound, belonging to a Mr Marks, and this occurred after midnight. The
Bench fined Wareham £2 and costs, and ordered him to be committed for two months, with
hard labour, in Dorchester gaol, in default of immediate payment.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 16.10.1852.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1852 - CHARDSTOCK FREEMASONRY
The annual meeting of the Freemasons of the Province of Dorset was held on Thursday last
[4th November] at Chardstock, under the presidency of William Tucker Esq. of Coryton Park
R W Provincial Grand Master. The attendance was more numerous than had been
expected, it being generally known that a combination of circumstances would cause the

absence of many brethren who usually attend these meetings. The different lodges in the
province were represented, and several eminent Freemasons from other Provinces
honoured the lodge with their presence.
The usual business on such occasions was transacted in a satisfactory manner. A petition
was presented to the R W P G M from the widow of a late brother of Blandford, an old man
and highly respected member of the Province, lately deceased, who from misfortune and an
illness of considerable duration, was much reduced in his circumstances. The sum of £15
was voted.
The lodge having been closed in ancient form, the R W P G M accompanied by a goodly
number of his officers and brethren, adjourned to the Tytherley Arms and partook of an
excellent dinner, after the discussion of which the usual loyal and masonic toasts were
drunk and duly honoured, masonic songs were sung and the party separated at a very
reasonable hour much gratified with the business of the day.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 6.11.1852
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1852 - ANNA NEWBERRY
Two reports of the same incident
Forgery: - A young woman of the name of Anna Newberry of Chardstock was last week
committed to the Devon County Gaol by the magistrates [of Axminster] for obtaining various
articles from Mr Singleton, draper, of Axminster, by means of a forged order, purporting to
come from the Rev. James Brine, of All Saints, Chardstock.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 20.11.1852
Anna Newberry, aged 25, reads imperfectly, was indieted for having obtained at Axminster
on the 8th of November from Charles Singleton an alpaca dress &c with intent to cheat and
defraud him.
Mr Holdsworth prosecuted; the prisoner was not defended.
It appeared that the perpetual curate of All Saints in the parish of Chardstock (the Rev. J
Bryan) had established a clothing club for the benefit of the poor of the neighbourhood. He
was in the habit of sending tickets to the prosecutor when goods were wanted, as an
authority, upon which the prosecutor supplied them to the members. On the day in question
the prisoner went to the prosecutor’s shop and having presented a ticket purporting to be
sent by the rev. gentleman and his signature attached, she was supplied with the goods
named. Shortly afterwards it was ascertained the rev. gentleman had never given her the
ticket and it appeared that it had been forged. When the prisoner presented the ticket to the
shop assistant, Miss Moxey, she told her it was not Mr. Bryan’s writing and the prisoner
said - “No, but no doubt it was written by some other person, by his order”, Thinking that the
rev. gentleman’s servant had written the ticket, the prosecutor supplied the goods. It
appeared that a young person had thoughtlessly written the ticket for the prisoner. The jury
found her guilty. The rev. gentleman pleaded for a lenient sentence - inasmuch as it was her
first offence, he said she had been unfortunately too much indulged, in consequence of her
having suffered from epilepsy. The court sentenced her to three weeks imprisonment.
Source: Western Times 4.12.1852
.......................................................................................................................................................................

1852 - THE REV. JAMES G BRINE
Education - The Rev. James G Brine, Fellow of St. John’s College, Oxford, and Incumbent of
All Saints, Chardstock, near Axminster, wishes to take three pupils and prepare them for the
Army or the Universities. Terms, under seventeen, £160; above that age, £180 per annum.
Direct to the Rev. J G R, All Saints Parsonage, Axminster.
Source: Advertisement in the Morning Chronicle 16.12.1852
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1852 - THE REV. WILLIAM MARSHALL
The Bishop of Bath and Wells has instituted the Rev. William Marshall M A, late curate of
Chardstock, Dorset, to the vicarage of Alton, Somersetshire.
Source: London Evening Standard 30.12.1852
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1853 - CHARDSTOCK PROPERTY SALE
To be sold by auction by Mr Bowditch at the George Inn, Chardstock, on Tuesday the 25th of
January at five o’clock in the afternoon precisely.
Subject to such conditions as will be then and there produced and in the following or such
other lots as shall be determined on at the time of sale, the undermentioned property, viz: Lot 1 - All that desirable Cottage Residence, with the out Offices and Buildings thereto
belonging and also all that piece or parcel of Land called Purdeshay, thereto adjoining and
containing by estimation 1 acre (more or less) situate and being in Chardstock aforesaid
and now in the occupation of Hannah Dare.
Lot 2 - All that Cottage Residence with the Outbuildings and Premises thereto belonging,
and also all that close, piece or parcel of Pasture Land, called Turners, thereto adjoining
and containing by estimation 1 acre (more or less) situate and being in Chardstock
aforesaid and now in the occupation of Louis Paul.
Lot 3 - All that Policy of Assurance, granted by the Solicitors and General Life Assurance
Society on the 5th day of December, 1849 upon the life of Mr John Apsey, for the sum of
£100.
Lot 1 will be sold for the residue of a certain term of 99 years, determinable upon the death
of the survivor of Austin Froggart, Robert Apsey and R Apsey.
Lot 2 will be sold for the term of the several lives of Robert Apsey and John Apsey and the
longest liver of them.
To view the Premises apply to the respective tenants and for further particulars to Messrs.
Lovibond and Carslake, Solicitors, Bridgwater or Messrs Dommett and Canning, Solicitors,
Chard
Dated January 4th 1853.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 11.1.1853
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1853 - BEWLEY DOWN

A room has been licensed by the Lord Bishop of Salisbury for the performance of Divine
Service in a house on Bewley Down in the parish of Chardstock, Dorset, for the convenience
of the inhabitants in that locality.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 15.1.1853.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1853/4 - THOMAS LARCOMBE
Four related newspaper cuttings.
CHARD PETTY SESSIONS 14.2.1853 - Thomas Larcombe and Thomas Chubb, both of
Chardstock, were charged by Thomas Deane Esq. of Cotley with stealing apple trees from
his nursery there, but the person who bought the trees not arriving in time, the case was
adjourned to the next meeting
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 19.2.1853
CHARD PETTY SESSIONS 4.4.1853 - Thomas Larcombe of Chardstock, a dealer in young
apple trees, was on Monday last charged before C W Loveridge Esq. by Thomas Deane
Esq. of Cotley with stealing a young nursery tree. The tree was produced by Superintendent
Elme, who found it in the yard of the Ball Inn, in the town, and the prisoner claimed it as his
property. It was clearly identified by Thomas Harris, a workman of Mr Deane, who had
several private marks upon it, two of which, however, had been cut out. The prisoner told the
superintendent he purchased the tree of another Mr Deane, but now denied he had said so,
and was unable to give any satisfactory account of how he became possessed of it. He was
convicted of stealing a tree from the same Nursery at the last petty sessions and fined 30s,
which he paid. For this second offence, he was committed to Dorchester Gaol for three
months hard labour.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 9.4.1853
CHARD - Thomas Larcombe a labourer has been committed for trial by the county
Magistrates on a charge of stealing young apple trees in November last from a nursery in
the parish of Chardstock. Immediately after the robbery the prisoner was missed from the
neighbourhood but the police being on the look-out for him, as he had left his wife and six
young children unprovided for, he was a few days ago captured in Curry Rivell, where, under
the assumed name of Chubb, and representing himself to be a widower without a family, he
inveigled a decent single woman into a marriage with him. In consequence of this gross
deception he will also be proceeded against for bigamy and for leaving his first wife and
family destitute.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 18.5.1854.
DORSET MIDSUMMER QUARTER SESSIONS - Four Years Penal Servitude.
Thomas Larcombe, for stealing three apple trees of the value of five shillings, the property
of Thomas Harris and Abraham Bentley at Chardstock.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 6.7.1854.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1853 - MR JOHN PRYER
Three related newspaper cuttings.
On Saturday last [5.3.1853] the wife and son of Mr John Pryer, a respectable yeoman, of
Chardstock were brought here under a warrant and bound over with sureties to keep the
peace towards him for six months. It appeared that the defendants had torn his clothes,
confined him in a room and forcibly taken his money from him, which they thought to justify
by alleging that he was occasionally insane and quite unfit to manage his affairs without
their aid or supervision.

Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 12.3.1853
...........................................
New House, Chardstock - To be Sold by Public Auction by Mr T H Willis on Thursday 24th
day of March 1853.
The valuable Sheep, Dairy Cows, Heifers, Horses, Husbandry Implements, Dairy Goods &c
property of Mr John Pryer, who is about to decline Business.
Comprising 41 down couples, 34 chilver hogs, 1 ram and 6 suck lambs; 6 dairy cows with
calves by their sides; 4 ditto near calving; 4 three-year-old heifers in calf; 2 two-year-old ditto;
6 heifer yearlings, 1 hog bull and 3 suck calves; 2 capital cart mares with their harness, 1 of
them two years old and the other six years old; 1 thorough bred mare in foal; 1 hog cart colt;
1 pony six years old under 12 hands, good in harness; 2 sows and pigs; 1 fat ditto;
waggons, putts, drags, harrows, ploughs, weys, bodkins and chains; winnowing machine;
sieves and bags; about 12 dozen hurdles, nearly new; 10 hogsheads of prime cider and
casks; quantity of empty butts and hogsheads; milk leads and other dairy goods too
numerous to particularise; also about 14 bushels of clover seed, excellent sample; and a
quantity of potatoes.
The auctioneer begs to notify that the sheep are perfectly sound and a cross of the Devon
and Down; the cows are of the Devon breed.
Refreshments will be provided at one-o-clock and the sale commence punctually at two.
The Household Furniture will be sold the following week. particulars of which will be
advertised.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 15.3.1853.
...............................................
Axminster County Court 16.5.1853 Wills v Pryer
This case was adjourned at the last court. Plaintiff is an Auctioneer residing at Axminster.
Defendant is residing at Chardstock. Mr Hillman, solicitor, for plaintiff; Mr Langworthy,
solicitor, for defendant.
Mr Langworthy thought this case was adjourned to await the judgement in the case of
Gardiner v Pryer and would follow the verdict in that case. Mr Hillman wished to have the
case gone into and assured Mr Langworthy that he was wrong.
Mr Wills called, stated that he received instructions from the defendant on the 12th of March
last for the sale by public auction of the defendant’s live and dead stock &c. Defendant was
in company with Mr Deane of Chardstock when he (plaintiff) received instructions for holding
the sale, The hand-bills were requested to be got out immediately, which was done and
advertisements were inserted in two provincial papers that the sale was to take place on the
21st March following; he (plaintiff) received a note signed by the Rev. Mr Woodcock (for
defendant’s wife) requesting that the sale be postponed, in accordance to which note he
(the plaintiff) attended on Mr Woodcock and Mrs Pryer, but could not see the latter; the sale
was to go on and he (plaintiff) attended with his clerk on the day of sale at Chardstock, but
found that nothing was forthcoming to be sold, he returned to Axminster. Several persons
were in attendance at the time appointed for the sale to take place, some of whom came a
considerable distance for the purpose of purchasing.
Cross-examined - I received instructions for the sale both in writing and verbally; had
destroyed the written instructions; did not know that defendant suffered at times from

delusion; had never heard of anything of the kind, after the sale day he heard that the sale
had been postponed in Chard market the Monday previous to the sale by the crier, had no
knowledge of the matter until he attended at Chardstock for disposing of defendant’s stock
&c.
Mr Deane called, stated that he attended at Axminster with Mr Pryer at the time of his giving
Mr Wills the instructions for the sale. He (witness)copied off for the defendant the list of live
and deadstock to be sold. Defendant asked witness as to his (defendant’s) having a sale of
his property, which witness advised defendant to do. Defendant at that time was sane and
knew perfectly what he was doing; defendant had his wife and son bound over to keep the
peace towards him in March last at Chard. Witness was a nephew of defendant’s; had
refused having anything to do with defendant’s affairs.
Mr Langworthy in an address to the court, stated that he thought plaintiff’s case was
pregnant with suspicion and that plaintiff, instead of stopping the sale as he was requested
to do, allowed the sale day to pass over without giving notice of postponement, which was
not a creditable act and it was clear that plaintiff wanted to drain every shilling he could from
defendant. He had know Mr Deane for some time and thought him a respectable man, but
did not think he acted uprightly in advising defendant as he had done.
Mr French called, stated it was generally known at Chardstock that defendant was not right
in his mind at all times and had no doubt but that defendant was of unsound mind.
Defendant some time ago requested witness to affix his name to a memorandum in a book
which he did to pacify defendant.
Mr Honebon also stated that defendant was considered at Chardstock of unsound mind.
Mr Hillman thought Mr Langworthy was rather too warm in his address to the court, but he
well knew that eloquence would have no effect on his Honor.
The court was of opinion that judgement should be given for a portion of plaintiff’s claim and
adjourned the case for his consideration.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 24.5.1853
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1853 - SARAH ANN PEARCE
Committed to Dorchester Gaol - Sarah Ann Pearce stealing turnips at Chardstock - hard
labour 14 days.
Source; Sherborne Mercury 22.3.1853
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1853 - WILLIAM THOMAS
Committed to Dorchester Gaol -William Thomas for vagrancy at Chardstock - hard labour
three calendar months.
Source; Sherborne Mercury 7.8.1853
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1853 - WILLIAM MARKS
Chard Petty Session 12th September 1853
The Beer House Nuisance - William Marks of Chardstock beer-house keeper was on the
oath of the Rev. C. Woodcock , Vicar of the parish, convicted of keeping open his house

there on the 13th ultimo for the sale of beer and cider after eleven o’clock at night and was
fined £2 and costs, which he paid.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 17.9.1853.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1853 - JEREMIAH VIZARD & CHARLES DAVEY
Committed to Dorchester Gaol - Jeremiah Vizard and Charles Davey for leaving service at
Chardstock - hard labour 14 days.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 20.9.1853
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1853 - ATTEMPTED MURDER AT CHARDSTOCK
Four reports of the same incident.
An attempt at murder or suicide was made near this town on Thursday last [20.9.1853]. It
appears that on that day several persons were assembled on the Cotley Race course and
that four of them, after leaving there, went to a beer shop at Burridge in the parish of
Chardstock where they got inebriated, From thence they proceeded to Chard, they got up a
quarrel and in the affray which followed a man named Farrant got his throat frightfully cut,
but how, whether by his own act or that of one of his comrades, is not yet known. The poor
fellow’s life is not despaired of; he is, however, in a bad state and unable to make any
communication.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 27.9.1853.
.....................................
Attempted Murder - We regret to state that the life of a humble shoemaker of this town
[Chard], named Farrant, was last week jeopardised by two ruffians at Chardstock with
whom he had first drunk and subsequently quarrelled at a beer-house there and when on
his way home they pursued and attacked him. He knocked down the first and was about to
defend himself against the other when he found himself prostrated and his throat cut.
On a surgical examination it was thought that the man could not have survived and on
Sunday [23.9.1853], supposing him to be dying, his declaration was taken by
C W Loveridge Esq. His assailants were supposed to be a father and son, named Apsey.
The son has been brought before the wounded man, but he cannot identify him and the
father, against whom a warrant has been issued, has absconded. The man is now we hope
better and may, probably, be considered out of danger.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 1.10.1853
....................................
Mysterious Affair - On Thursday night [20.9.1853] between 9 and 10 o’clock at night a
dissipated character named Robert Farrant, a shoemaker, remarkable for being
quarrelsome when in liquor was found lying in the road in the parish of Chardstock near the
beershop of a man named Marks with his face bleeding from a gash apparently inflicted
with a knife, extending from the cheek bone across the jaw and part of his throat. At the time
of his being found, his brother, who was also drunk, was bawling out murder. He states that
Robert Farrant left the beershop before him and when he overtook him in the road he saw
two men, one near the bridge and the other in the road near his brother, who said
something to the effect that they had fallen on him and he would do something to them in
return. His brother then struck the two men, a scuffle ensued and soon afterwards he heard
his brother cry out that he was stabbed and had his throat cut. He then fell on the ground
where he was found when his brother’s cries attracted the attention of the parties who came

to his assistance. It appears that Farrant and his brother had been drinking and quarrelling
at the beershop in the company of other men whom he had offered to fight and upon some
of whom suspicion rests. The police are actively engaged in investigating the matter. The
man, when found, was taken back to the beershop, where he now lies in an apparently
dying state, scarcely conscious.
Source: Credited to the Sherborne Mercury, but appeared in the Salisbury & Winchester
Journal 1.10.1853.
..............................
The Late Outrage at Chardstock - The man Farrant , who was wounded as described in
our last, still lies very weak and ill from the injuries he received and frequent hemorrhage
[sic] since and it is doubtful whether he will survive. One of the suspected parties, Apsy, is
still at large.
Source; Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 8.10.1853
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1853 - CHARDSTOCK FAIR
Listing of a Fair at Chardstock on 11th October 1853
Source: Exeter Flying Post 6.10.1853
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1853 - ASSAULT - JOHN APSEY
John Apsey of Chardstock was convicted of an assault on an elderly man, named William
Woonton, of that parish, on the night of 22nd September, 1853, and fined 10s and costs.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 15.10.1853
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1853 - ASSAULT - RICHARD TURNER
Richard Turner of Chardstock, thatcher, was apprehended and brought up for assaulting
one Humphrey Cousins, of that parish, labourer, who had been placed in possession of the
prisoner’s goods, which Mr Honebun, for the landlord, had distrained for rent. The Bench
fined the prisoner in the full penalty of £5 and costs, and in default of payment committed
him for one month in Dorchester Gaol.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 15.10.1853
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1853 - CHARD PETTY SESSIONS - STEALING SWEDES
Two disreputable females, respectively named Ann Deane and Susan Fuller, were brought
up in custody before C W Loveridge Esq., charged by PC Bowyer, with stealing swedes
from a field of Thomas Deane Esq. of Cotley in the parish of Chardstock, on the 25th
November. The prisoners acknowledged their guilt, and were fined 5s each, besides the
value and costs. Some man stepped forward and paid Deane’s penalty and Fuller was
committed in default to Dorchester gaol for fourteen days’ hard labour.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 3.12.1853
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1854 - REBECCA DISKETT
DORSET MIDSUMMER QUARTER SESSIONS - Three months imprisonment.

Rebecca Diskett for stealing a brooch, the property of Ann Harriet Woodcock at
Chardstock.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 6.7.1854.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1854 - CHARDSTOCK FAIR
In a listing of fairs, Chardstock Fair will take place on 11th October 1854.
Source: Exeter Flying Post 5.10.1854
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1856 - THE CHARDSTOCK ESTATE
It appears from the correspondence relative to a proposed enfranchisement of the
Chardstock estate in Dorsetshire - (Reports from Committees, 1856, Vol. xi) - that there was
great risk, by sale for a very inadequate sum, of the loss of the reversionary interest of the
church in no less than nearly 4000 acres of land.
The late Bishop of Salisbury and his valuer - the bishop having no further interest in the
property beyond a certain proportion of the money to be realized by the sale, agreed
provisionally with the tenant to enfranchise, subject to the approbation of the Church Estates
Commissioners, for the sum of £29,092. This alienation, for a most inadequate
consideration, was prevented by the acuteness of the surveyor (Mr. Clutton), who
recommended the Commissioners rather to purchase the leasehold interest than to sell
the reversion. The case is somewhat too complicated to state fully here, but there can be no
doubt that an immense sacrifice of public property would have been the consequence of
carrying out the arrangement to which the bishop had provisionally assented.
Source: The Westminster Review, Volume 71
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1856 - THE PATRIOT AND THE HERO
Just Published Price 1s 6d
General Guyon on the Battle Fields of Hungary and Asia; with Portrait. Dedicated to General
Sir John Slade, Bart. G C H, Colonel of the 5th Dragoon Guards.
The profits arising from the sale of this publication will be applied to the support of the
Patriotic Industrial School, Chardstock
Source; Taunton Courier & western Advertiser 2.1.1856
Note: This publication received widespread coverage and appeared in many newspapers
across the country.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1856 - COMMITTED TO DORCHESTER GAOL
Thomas Crabb, alias Board, for stealing turnips at Chardstock, hard labour 14 days.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 22.1.1856
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1856 - CHARD PETTY SESSIONS - STEALING TURNIPS
Job Brown of Chardstock, labourer, (who did not appear) was fined for stealing turnips from

Mr Charles Genge of that parish on the 11th ultimo, and in default of payment, ordered to be
committed to Dorchester Gaol for one month’s hard labour.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 16.2.1856
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1856 - ALSON - SALE OF APPLE TREES
Alson, in the parish of Chardstock. To be sold by auction by Mr T H Snell on Tuesday, the
26th February 1856 at three o’clock. Six hundred and seventy very good young APPLE
TREES, standing in Hutts Plot Nursery.
To view the same, apply to Mr James Long of the Alson Inn.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 19.2.1856
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1856 - CHARD PETTY SESSIONS - RIDING WITHOUT REINS
John Turner of Chardstock and Northcote Single alias Grimstead of Chard, labourers,
were severally fined 5s and costs for riding on their respective carts without reins on the
turnpike roads.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 19.4.1856
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1857 - CHARDSTOCK - THOMAS CHUBB
3.10.1857 Thomas Chubb, Labourer of Chardstock, charged with begging in South Street
[Exeter]. Third conviction. Sentenced to two months hard labour by magistrate’s bench.
Source: Exeter Police Charge Book
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1853 - AUCTION SALE - PINNEY’S OR PIERCE’S TENEMENT
To be sold by auction by Mr T H Wills at the George Inn, Axminster on Thursday the 8th day
of May 1856 at four o’clock in the afternoon (unless disposed of by Private Contract, of which
due notice will be given), the following valuable Copyhold Property, subject to such
conditions as will be then produced.
Note: Only Lot 4 is located within the parish of Chardstock.
LOT 4 - All that capital tenement situate in Chardstock called Pinny’s or Pierce’s Tenement
consisting of a Dwelling House, Orchard and Garden, and the following excellent Closes of
Meadow, Pasture and Arable Land viz.:
Rag Close
Arable
Pierce’s Close
Meadow
House, Garden and Orchard
in Kitbridge-lane
Kitbridge Meadow
Meadow
Yonder Meadow
Meadow
Lower Shiplands
Arable
Upper Shiplands
Arable
Hook Cross
Arable

A
1
2

R
1
1

P
24
8

1
2
1
3
3
1

0
0
3
0
0
3

23
31
2
34
18
10

In the occupation of Mr Robert Bonfield, except the house, garden and orchard, which is in
the occupation of [blank] Evans.
Parcel of the Manor of Chardstock, held by Copy of Court Roll on two lives aged 77 and 74.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 26.4.1856
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1856 - CHARDSTOCK - BURGLARY
On the night of the 17th of April last the dwelling house of a poor widow named Sarah
White, residing at Chardstock, Dorset, was burglariously broken and entered, and a
bellmetal crock and a gloving machine stolen therefrom. The entrance was effected by the
removal of a pane of glass from the casement, which was unhung and laid on the garden.
The gloving machine was last week found in the possession of a young woman named
Elizabeth Clarke, residing with her father and brothers in the same parish, and a warrant
was issued to search the father's house for the crock, but without any successful result. The
young woman said the machine was her brother's, and that she took it from behind a barrel
in her father's workshop; but she declared that the latter knew nothing about it. She was
brought here on the 16th [May] by Mr. Honebon, the parish constable, and committed to take
her trial at the next Dorset Assizes.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 24.5.1856
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1856 - CHARDSTOCK - THEFT
Chard Petty Sessions 20th October 1856 - William Clarke, of Chardstock, was
apprehended and brought up charged with stealing several faggots of hurdle wood from Mr.
Loosmore, of that parish. The stolen property was found in the premises wherein he
lodged, and the woman of the house told the prosecutor that the prisoner had brought the
wood there; but as nothing could be done until her evidence was procured, the case was
remanded for her attendance. In other respects the case presented marks of corroboration,
the prisoner having been seen carrying wood in a field near to the place from which the
property had been stolen.
Source: Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser 29.10.1856
.....................................
Chard Petty Sessions 10th November 1856 - William Clarke, labourer, of Chardstock,
remanded from the 20th ultimo, on his own recognizance to appear, was charged with
stealing wood from the farm of Mr. Loosemore, of that parish, where he had been draining,
on the 17th ultimo. The prosecutor's brother saw the prisoner bringing away wood on his
shoulder, but did not speak to him, and he carried it off. On searching the prisoner's
lodgings, a quantity of wood was found there, and some of it taken away and matched to the
stumps, which Mr. Loosemore produced from his hedges.
Ann Pinney, widow, deposed that the prisoner and another man lodged at her house, and
that wood was brought to her house on the morning of the 18th ultimo, there being none in
her house on the previous day, but she would not say which brought it, although another
witness, Mr. Joseph Deane, yeoman, swore that she told him it was the prisoner, on the
occasion of his going there with the prosecutor to search her house. Prisoner simply denied
the charge; but he was convicted in penalty of 13s. 6d., including costs, and in default of
immediate payment ordered to be committed for one month with hard labour in Dorchester

gaol.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 15.11.1856
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1857 - SAILORS’ BOYS’ SCHOOL, CHARDSTOCK
Note: This item of news received widespread national coverage due to the issue involved
DISPUTE AS TO THE GUARDIANSHIP OF AN ORPHAN. In the Court of Queen's Bench on
Saturday 17th January 1857, the case of Alicia Race, which we noticed last week, was
argued before the Judges - Mr. Serjeant Shee and Mr. Finlayson being counsel for the
mother of the child; Mr. O'Malley and Mr. Lush for the Sailors' Orphan School; and Mr. Bovill
for the Royal Commissioners of the Patriotic Fund.
An habeas corpus had, it will be remembered, been obtained to bring up Alicia Race, a
child ten years of age, under the following circumstances: - lt appeared that the father of
Alicia Race was serjeant of marines, and was killed in the late attack on Petropaulovski; but
previous to that, when on board H.M.S. "Pique," he wrote a letter addressed to his wife, in
which he expressed a presentiment of death, and recommended his children, a boy and
daughter, to the care of their mother. The deceased was a Protestant, and his widow a
Catholic, and the children, after the death of their father, were placed - the boy at the Sailors'
Boys' School, Chardstock, Dorsetshire, and the girl at the Sailors' Female Orphan Home at
Hampstead, of which latter asylum the Rev. H. Bickersteth, incumbent of Christ Church,
Hampstead, was the chaplain. Both the asylums were supported out of the funds arising
from the Royal Patriotic Fund, of which Capt. Fishbourne was the secretary.
In October last the boy was removed from the school at Chardstock and given up to the
mother, at her request; Captain Fishbourne, the secretary, admitting the right the mother to
have the child given up to her. A similar application was made for the female child, but it was
refused, on the ground - first, that the child had no wish to leave the school and adopt the
Roman Catholic faith, because that during her father's life she but rarely attended the
Roman Catholic church; and, secondly, that the Royal Commissioners of the Patriotic Fund
stood in loco parentis to the child, and that they declined to give her up. On the other hand it
was contended that the husband, when living, allowed his daughter to be instructed the
Catholic religion, and often joined his wife and child in their prayers, and that by the
deceased husband's will., dated previous to his leaving England, he made his wife his
executrix, with power and command over his children. In support of the application and
refusal a variety of affidavits were put in and read; and the affidavits grounded the refusal to
give up the child on the circumstance of the child's repugnance to the Roman Catholic
religion; and a number of the affidavits were from ladies and gentlemen of rank connected
with the school, who stated that they had examined the child privately, and had informed her
that she might leave the school and join her mother, but that she invariably and peremptorily
refused to leave the school, and also that she had embodied her feelings a letter in which
she said she loved her mother, but Jesus more so, and that she refused to disobey Jesus
and embrace an idolatrous worship; and expressed her regret that when she was at home
at the Christmas' holidays she was taken by her mother to the Roman Catholic Church, and
that she then objected, answer to a question from the Roman Catholic priest, to enter a
Roman Catholic school. The question was evidently a struggle between the representatives
of the two churches to get possession of the child, to bring her up in their own peculiar
creed.
Mr. Serjeant Shee, on the part of the mother, applied that the child should be given up to the
mother, who was her testamentary guardian law.

Mr. O'Malley, for the institution, denied the right the mother to the guardianship of the child,
and stated that the child refused to leave the institution.
Mr. Bovill also argued that the Royal Commissioners the Patriotic Fund stood in the place
the father, and called upon the court to use its discretion, and, under the circumstances,
order that the child should be redelivered to the guardianship of the Royal Commissioners.
Mr. Serjeant Shee having been heard in reply.
The court said they would take time to consider their judgement, and deliver it on
Wednesday morning, as to the absolute right of the mother to the custody the child.
On that day, accordingly, Lord Campbell stated that the decision of the Judges was, that the
child should be delivered up to its mother. Steps, however, had been taken to thwart this
decision by an application for an injunction
Source of this article: Norfolk News 24.1.1857
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1857 - CHARD PETTY SESSIONS
Daniel Brownsey of Chardstock for allowing his cart to be used at Chard on the 4th
February 1857 without his name and description being painted thereon and was fined 3s
and costs.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 14.2.1857
.....................................................................................................................................................................
1857 - DEVON GENERAL SESSIONS
At the sessions on Tuesday 24th February 1857 John Read pleaded guilty to stealing a
waistcoat and a pair of boots at Shute, the property of James Sprague. He was also
indicted for maliciously cutting off a quantity of hair from the tails of six horses belonging to
John Wale at Chardstock and stealing a portion of the same. Mr Holdsworth prosecuted.
It was proved that after the prisoner had cut the hair off a person in the employ of the
prosecutor mixed some tow with it and soon after it was missed and subsequently the
prisoner sold it to a marine store dealer. The jury found him guilty.
The prisoner having been previously convicted, the court sentenced him to a week’s
imprisonment for the first offence and for the latter to four years’ penal servitude.
Sources: Western Times 14.2.1857 and Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 28.2.1857
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1857 - COMMITTED TO DORCHESTER GAOL
Henry Henly, aged 17, was charged with stealing a silver watch, the property of his master,
Richard Denning, at Chardstock on the 16th of February. Mr Russell prosecuted.
The Prosecutor occupied two farms, one of which was at Haulston [Alston] in the parish of
Chardstock and the prisoner was a servant in his employ. On the morning in question
prosecutor’s daughter was about to leave the farm at Hulston [Alston] to go to the other farm.
She put the watch on the table and before she left prosecutor put a bason over it. Prosecutor
afterwards went out to strew some manure in the yard, but remained close to the door.

Prisoner went in with some milk and was the only person that could have had access to the
house before prosecutor returned and missed the watch. A policeman was sent for and the
watch was found hid in the thatch of a pigsty, in the orchard, where prisoner had no
business to go; but the footmarks of a single person were discovered there, which
corresponded with his shoes.
He was found guilty and sentenced to 6 months’ hard labour.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 26.2.1857 and 19.3.1857
.....................................................................................................................................................................
1857 - COAXDON MILLS
To be Let for a term of 7, 14 or 21 years, from Lady-day next, 60 acres of meadow, pasture,
arable and orchard land, with farm house and buildings in the Parish of Axminster, Devon,
and Chardstock, Dorset (tithe free). For viewing the farm apply to Mr Hallett, of Coaxdon
Mills, Chardstock; and for further particulars and to treat for the same, to Mr M Dawe, East
Chinnock.
Dated February 26th 1857
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1857 - STEALING A SMELLING BOTTLE
Three newspaper articles concerning the incident:
Committal for Trial - On Tuesday [24.2.1857] last a young man, named Bonfield, of
Chardstock, was committed for trial on a charge of stealing a smelling bottle, the property of
the Rev. Charles Woodcock, vicar of that parish. The bottle was stolen from the rev.
gentleman's pew in the church, and the prisoner was detected through offering some parts
of the top to Mr. Indge, of this town, silversmith, who discovered the initials of Mr.
Woodcock's name.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 28.3.1857
........................................
Police - Eli Bonfield was brought before the ex-Mayor, on Tuesday [24.2.1857], and
committed for trial at the assizes, for stealing from the organ loft in Chardstock church,
some months since, a gold top smelling bottle, the property the Rev. C. Woodcock. Part of
the top, bearing the initials of the prosecutor, but which some ineffectual attempt had been
made to erase, having been offered for sale as old gold to Mr. Indge, silversmith, &c, led to
the discovery and detection the offender.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 31.3.1857
.........................................
Eli Bonfleld (20), was charged with stealing a smelling bottle, the property of the Rev.
Charles Woodcock, vicar of Chardstock. Mr. Cook prosecuted and Mr. Cole defended. It
appeared that the prisoner was the habit going in and out of the belfry of Chardstock church,
with the "idle boys" on Sundays, and he was seen there on the 15th June last, when a goldmounted smelling-bottle left in the church by one of the Misses Woodcock, was missed. On
25th March, the prisoner took the broken pieces which formed the gold top to a jeweller at
Chard, and offered them for sale, when he said he picked them up in the road. Prisoner was
acquitted.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 7.4.1857

.......................................................................................................................................................................
THE POLL BOOK FOR THE COUNTY OF DORSET AT THE GENERAL ELECTION OF 1857 EXTRACTS RELATING TO VOTERS FROM CHARDSTOCK
A General Election was held on 3rd April, 1857. Voters from Chardstock had to travel to
Beaminster to cast their vote. Those doing so are recorded below:
Reg. No
Qualification
415
417
420
421
423
425
426
428
432
433
434
436
439
442
443
444
446
447
454
455
456
457
459
464
466
467
468
469
472
473
474
475
477
479
480
484
485
490
493
497
498
500
501
502

Name
Beer, Henry
Bentley, Abraham
Bentley, John
Bently, Thomas
Bond, George
Bonfield, John
Bonfield, Robert
Bright, Robert
Chubb, John
Chubb, Thomas
Clark, John
Coles, Henry
Cox, John
Deane, John
Deane, Joseph
Deane, Thomas Palmer
Deem, Robert
Deem, Robert
Dunster, John
Dunster, Thomas
Eames, Thomas Palmer
Ellett, Thomas junior
Follett, Abraham
Lane, Henry
Larcombe, James
Larcombe, Jacob
Long, Simeon
Loveridge, William
Miller, Benjamin
Miller, William
Miller, Elias
Morey, George
Newberry, Simon
Parris, John
Pearce, Samuel
Pinney, Thomas
Poole, John
Roberts, Thomas
Seward, Edward Long
Turner, John
Tutcher, John
Vickery, James
Vincent, Robert
Vincent, Sydney

Residence
Farway Marsh
Wootton Farm
Fordwater
Fordwater
Crawley
Crawley
Drayton’s
Bewley Farm
Second Moor
Second Moor
Catherine’s Platt
Hare’s Farm
Crawley
Ridge
Cotley Farm
Cotleigh Farm
Chardstock Village
Clay Steps
Burridge
Chardstock
Cotleigh Farm
Chardstock
Tytherleigh Inn
Sandford
Cuccold’s [Cuckold’s] Pit
Second Moor
Leates
Paradise Lodge
Knight’s Farm
Lower Tytherleigh
Chardstock Village
Chardstock Village
South Common
Fordwater
Ledget
Five Bells
Hook
Tytherleigh Farm
Millwall [Millway]
Farway Marsh
Second Moor
Alson
Coaxdon Farm
Coaxdon Farm

Freehold
Occupier
Copyhold
Copyhold
Freehold
Freehold
Copyhold
Occupier
Freehold
Freehold
Freehold
Occupier
Occupier
Freehold
Copyhold
Freehold
Freehold
Freehold
Freehold
Freehold
Occupier
Occupier
Occupier
Occupier
Freehold
Freehold
Occupier
Freehold
Occupier
Occupier
Freehold
Freehold
Freehold
Copyhold
Freehold
Occupier
Occupier
Occupier
Occupier
Freehold
Freehold
Copyhold
Occupier
Occupier

504
506
507
508

Walden, George
Wale, William
Wale, John
Wale, Joseph

Ridge
Crawley
Court Farm
Chardstock

Occupier
Leasehold
Copyhold
Occupier

A total of 48 residents of Chardstock are recorded as having voted.
The contest was between three Conservatives (Seymer, Sturt and Floyer) and one Whig
(Portman). The total number of votes cast for each candidate were Portman 2430,
Sturt 2197, Seymer 2177 and Floyer 2159. As the County sent three MPs to Westminster,
Floyer was the sole unsuccessful candidate.
The Illustrated London News printed a short commentary of the successful candidates:
The Hon. William H Berkeley Portman, the eldest son of Lord Portman, and sat for
Shaftesbury in the late Parliament. He is a liberal, in favour of extended franchise,
but opposed to the ballot.
Mr Henry Gerard Sturt, eldest son of the former MP for the County, and nephew of
the Earl of Cardigan. He sat for Dorchester in the last Parliament, and was elected
for the County in 1856. He voted against Ministers on the China debate.
Mr Henry Ker Seymer, a Conservative pledged to uphold the national church;
opposed therefore to abolition of Church-rates and admission of Jews. He voted for
Mr Cobden’s resolution on the China question.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1857 - COMMITTED TO DORCHESTER GAOL
Joseph Chubb, assault at Chardstock, imprisonment one calendar month.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 26.4.1857
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1857 - CHARD PETTY SESSIONS
10th May 1857 - Thomas Pryer of Chardstock, yeoman, for assaulting a labourer named
Samuel Chick, of the same parish, on the 11th April on his (Chick’s) asking him to pay him
his wages, was fined 10s and costs, amounting together to £1 5s.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 16.5.1857
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1857 - CHARDSTOCK FRIENDLY SOCIETY
This club, which was established in 1837, for 20 years, dissolved in May last and on the 3rd
instant the treasurer (T. P. Deane, Esq., Cotley,) attended at the Titherleigh Arms Inn, and
divided the stock, amounting to upwards of £2,150, amongst the surviving members, 243 in
number. The maximum subscriptions paid in by each member was £10, and much was
also paid out in sickness, one man alone having received above £120
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 13.6.1857
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1857 - FARM CLEARANCE SALE
At Alson in the parish of Chardstock to be sold by Mr T H Wills on Thursday, the 16th day of

July, at three o'clock in the afternoon, the undermentioned corn in ground, horses. &c„ the
property of P. Griffiths, Esq., who is going to leave the neighbourhood, comprising about
twelve acres of very excellent wheat, ditto of barley, 6 ditto of oats, 14 ditto of peas, 13 ditto of
swedes, 1 ditto of mangold wurtzel, and a small lot of potatoes, the after shear of three
quarters of an acre of clover, and the keep of about twelve acres of common land, and an
acre of meadow land until Michaelmas next; also one handsome black cart mare, rising
seven years old, with a very promising colt, 1 capital bay hack mare, eight years old, good in
all kinds of work, with an excellent colt, a capital cart, with iron axles and patent boxes, by
Crosskill, 7 dozen of hurdles, and a quantity of reed.
Twenty-five per cent, to be paid at the close of sale on the Corn, and the remainder before
removal, or on approved bills of two months.
For viewing the Corn, apply to Mr. Griffith, on the morning of sale.
Axminster, July 9th, 1857
Source: Sherborne Mercury 4.7.1857
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1858 - R BONFIELD OF CHARDSTOCK
Messrs Hill & Turner, based at Furnham Wharf, Chard, were merchants for coal, farmers’
fertilisers and building materials. Their delivery book for the period 17.6.1858 to 14.7.1858
records a delivery to R Bonfield of Chardstock of eight and a half tons of culm and some
stone.
Note: this may have been for lime burning or it may be connected with the Bonfield foundry
at Crawley in the Parish of Chardstock.
Source: Extracts from document held by Chard Museum.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1857 - IMPOUNDMENT OF GEESE
William Ellett, of Chardstock, was charged by Hannah Fry, a widow with having rescued
from being impounded a number of geese, which she had seized in consequence of their
trespassing in her garden and damaging her crops; on his undertaking by his attorney to
make satisfaction and pay the costs, the case was dismissed.
Source: Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser 22.7.1857
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1857 - CHARDSTOCK ORPHAN AND INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL
Will be opened to the Public on Thursday, the day 6th of August, 1857, at 12 o'clock, when a
sale of useful and ornamental work will be held in Aid of the Building Fund. Some of the
Children's own work will be sold - rough baskets, hats, &c. At intervals the Crimean Orphan
Children will play on their Fifes and Drums, and sing some rounds.
Refreshments supplied at Moderate Prices.
Ladies are requested earnestly to aid the cause in contributing needle and fancy work.
Tradesmen are encouraged to join in the work - any useful thing, however trifling, will be
gratefully acknowledged. All prices to be marked.

To be sold an American Floating Balls Washing Machine.
The usual Horticultural Show, from 2 to 5 o’clock, in a separate part of the building, under
the patronage of the Lord of the Manor.
Prizes are also offered :
1 - To those persons of the Parish of Chardstock, under 30 years of age, who will produce
the best Certificates from their Masters or Mistresses as to length of service and general
good conduct.
2 - To those school children of Chardstock and All Saints, who will produce the best
specimens of work.
Prizes will also be given for Boys' Needle Work.
The Certificates and Work are to be sent to the Vicarage, Chardstock, on or before Saturday,
August 1st. The work is not to be washed before sent, and the Schoolmistress must certify
that the work has been done entirely by the Children in the School, since July, 1856. The
age, but not the name of each child is to be given; and if any article may be sold, the price is
to be affixed. The work is to be of useful size.
A Prize will be given for the Cleanest Cottage in Chardstock.
Source: Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser 5.8.1857
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1857 - CHARDSTOCK ANNUAL COTTAGERS’ HORTICULTURAL FETE
The annual fete, for the poor Chardstock, took place on Thursday [6.8.1857], and was much
enlivened this year by the addition of a sale of useful and fancy articles, carried on in the
school-room, in behalf of the building fund. It may not be known to all our readers that the
ordinary national school, in this village, was increased, 10 years since, by the addition of
some offices for industrial works, cooking, washing, &c., with the view of training some of
the most promising scholars for domestic service. The demand for these young servants
has been so much on the increase, that the vicar was induced, during the late war, to offer
an asylum to a few of the orphan children of our brave defenders in the army and navy some of whom, especially the girls, may, it is reasonably hoped, avail themselves of the
opportunity thus opened to them of entering service in respectable families. These children
are maintained by the Royal Patriotic Fund, and the commissioners may well be thankful to
have found such blessed home for the education of the children committed to their care.
Doubtless there are other excellent schools in the country for these poor children, but we
very much doubt whether there are any where they are under better auspices, or tended with
more fatherly care, than in the Industrial Schools Chardstock.
The buildings lately erected are calculated to receive only a small portion of the children
boarded at the school, which, we understand, now amount to more than a hundred; nearly
all boys are lodged in the village, under the superintendence of an old Punjab campaigner,
Serjeant Robert Backholer, and his wife, natives of the place. The Industrial buildings
which are raised on ground conveyed for educational purposes to the vicar and
churchwardens, (not, as we had been erroneously led to suppose, on glebe land), and
attached to the national school premises are commodious and admirably arranged. They
were most kindly thrown open to all visitors furnishing themselves with a ticket at the
entrance; and nothing could be more courteous than the manner in which high and low
were conducted, by those connected with the establishment, through its various and
interesting departments. Every portion of the building and its various arrangements, for

convenience and utility, seem to have been carried out with infinite care and judgement, and
excited universal admiration. The architect, we are informed, is Mr. Mountford Allen, of
Crewkerne; and if so, he has shown himself no less skilled and experienced in the
requirements of educational, than in ecclesiastical buildings. The site is peculiarly well
chosen, and affords a beautiful view of the valley beneath, extending north-west towards
Wambrook ; and is bounded by the western slope by the parsonage lands, and the gardens
cultivated by the boys.
The proceedings of the day commenced early, by the arrangement of the horticultural show.
The vegetables and flowers of the poor were tastefully arranged in the boys' play shed; other
exhibitors were not excluded, and some beautiful specimens, we discovered, were
contributed by Mr. Moly, an amateur cultivator, of Hawkchurch. The bazaar was held in the
large school-room ; and, if we may judge from the assemblage visitors in the course of the
afternoon, among whom fancied we could recognize almost every family of any note or
respectability, there never was a charitable object so universally approved, or generally
supported; and most earnestly do we hope to hear, in due time, that the worthy promoters
have met with the success their philanthropic exertions merit. We can only add that our
columns are open at all times to the names of subscribers, and we shall esteem it a
privilege in any way to promote the interests of so excellent an institution. It was very
gratifying to find that contributors to the bazaar included all ranks; and that while some
objects of art were prized a large sum, there were " cheap stalls" for the poorest. We cannot
fail to notice a beautiful picture for £40, by one of the Reinagles; a chess board, by a lady in
the neighbourhood, and some exquisite pieces of work, which we were sorry to see still on
hand at a late hour, and which may probably be still purchased if any friends of the object
are anxious to render it their assistance. The debt upon the building, though small
compared with the outlay, we understood still to amount to several hundred pounds, which
we trust may not long be allowed to rest upon the shoulders of our friend the vicar. He is
unceasing in his labours, and assured his friends that this was not by any means the last
call he had on their purse, as he held in his hand a beautiful design for new church, which
he purposes to commence as soon as funds are forthcoming. The old church, we must say
is very unworthy of its position, standing, as it does, flanked by the beautiful school buildings
the one side, and the picturesque parsonage the other. We trust that the vicar may long be
spared, to carry out all his designs for the good of the parish, and an example to the
neighbouring clergy.
Source: Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser 12.8.1857
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1857 - CHARD POLICE COURT
John Grabham, of Chardstock, was summoned for leaving his horse and cart in the street,
contrary to the bye-laws. The defendant pleaded ignorance and promised not to offend
again, therefore the magistrates only ordered him to pay costs, 3s. 6d.
William Hall, of Chardstock, was fined 2s. 6d and costs for beating a boy called Giles
James, with a horsewhip.
Source: Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser 23.9.1857
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1857 - CHARDSTOCK FAIR
In a listing of fairs, Chardstock Fair will take place on 12th October 1857.
Source: Exeter Flying Post 6.10.1857

.......................................................................................................................................................................
1857 - COMMITTAL UNDER THE VAGRANT ACT
On the 6th October, two young women, named Elizabeth Clarke, of Chardstock, and Mary
Drower, of Axminster, were brought before C. W. Loveridge, Esq., under a search-warrant,
which charged them with stealing a pair of women's boots and a pair of pattens from a
dwelling-house at Chardstock, on the morning of Michaelmas-day.
lt appeared that the house had just been vacated by a Mr. Griffith, who had employed a poor
woman, named Anna Love, to clean it out, and that on the morning in question, while she
was at breakfast, the boots and pattens were stolen. The woman stated that she bolted the
front door on the inside and locked the back door and took the key with her, but left the
windows open to dry the rooms which she had been washing. During her absence a farmer
named Seward, having occasion to remove some manure from the premises, saw the
young women near the front door, but took no particular notice of them, except that they hid
themselves behind a bush; subsequently, however, on again returning into the garden, he
saw Drower near the kitchen window, which was open, and Clarke inside, the doors being
locked, but thinking they belonged to the family of the new tenant he merely spoke to them
and went on. On the following Sunday, as he was going from church, seeing the same girls
behaving very rudely, he made enquiries who they were, and from the replies he received he
at once concluded that they had stolen the poor woman's boots and pattens. Their parents'
houses were searched, but neither boots nor pattens were found and the prisoners denied
having taken them, but admitted they were there as described by Mr. Seward, and that
Clarke got in through the studs of the window.
The justice deeming the evidence insufficient to procure a conviction for the larceny,
convicted Clarke under the Vagrant Act, for being in the house for an unlawful purpose and
ordered her to be imprisoned, with hard labour, in the house of correction at Dorchester, for
fourteen days. Drower was discharged with a caution. Clarke bears a bad character and
has only just concluded a six months' imprisonment, in the same gaol, for stealing a gloving
machine.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 10.10.1857
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1857 - CHARD PETTY SESSIONS 9th NOVEMBER 1857
Poaching: Two charges of trespassing in pursuit of game, preferred by Mr William Bently of
Chardstock against Isaac Pryer of the same place, on being called on, were withdrawn,
having a few minutes before the opening of the court been compromised.
Another case of poaching preferred by Mr R J Elton Esq. against George Hicks of
Chardstock, labourer, was adjourned.
Poor Rate: A summons against Mr Walter Watts of Chardstock for nonpayment of poorrates was withdrawn for want of proper demand prior to issuing the same.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 14.11.1857
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1857 - AUCTION SALE - HIGHER AND LOWER FARWAY FARMS
To be sold by Mr. Bunston, on Tuesday, the 1st day of December next, at the George Inn,
Chardstock, in the County of Dorset, precisely at Five o'clock in the afternoon, (subject to

such Conditions as will be then produced), the following most desirable farms, closes, and
lands, in the Lots undermentioned, viz.:
Lot I - All that excellent and compact farm and estate called " Higher Faraway," with the
allotments of common awarded in respect thereof under the Chardstock Enclosure,
containing by admeasurement 36A 0R 3P (more or less) and now in the occupation of Mr.
Robert Dewberry, as tenant thereof, under the yearly rent of £60.
Lot 2.—A Policy of Insurance in the West of England Insurance Office on the Life of Thomas
Richard Guppy, Esq. for £600 on which several Bonuses have been declared.
Lot 3. All that excellent and compact farm and estate called "Lower Faraway" with the
allotments of common awarded in respect thereof under the said Enclosure containing by
admeasurement 26 acres (more or less) and now in the occupation of Mr. John Grubham,
as tenant thereof, under the yearly rent of £52 10s.
Lot 4.~ All those four closes of arable land, called " Huntley Ground" with the barn and
baritone thereto belonging and the allotment of Common awarded in respect thereof under
the said Enclosure, containing by admeasurement 12A 0R 11P (more or less) and now in
the occupation of Mr. John Poole, as tenant thereof, under the yearly rent of 15s.
Lot 5 - All that close of meadow, called " Coombe Hayes," with the allotment of common
awarded in respect thereof under the said Enclosure containing by admeasurement 2A 3R
17P (more or less,) and now in the occupation of Mr. George Coombs, as tenant thereof,
under the yearly rent of £4 4s.
Lot 6.- All those two cottages or dwellinghouses with the garden and orchard thereto
belonging, called " Dunster's," containing by admeasurement, 1A 2R 11P (more or less)
and now in the occupation of John Perham and George Perham, as tenants thereof, under
the yearly rent of £8.
Lots 1 (except a close containing quarter of an acre, more or less) 3, 4, and 5 are Parcels of
the Manor of Chardstock and held by Copies of Court Roll as follows, viz.:
Lot 1 for three good lives, aged respectively 49, 59, and 61, on one of which lives the above
Policy is effected.
Lot 3 for two good lives, aged respectively 48 and 49.
Lot 4 for two good lives, aged respectively 48 and 55.
Lot 5 for two good lives, aged respectively 52 and 55
Lot 6 and the quarter of an acre Close above referred to, and included in Lot 1, are Freehold.
For viewing the Lots apply to the respective tenants and for further particulars at the office of
Messrs. Salter and Clarke, Solicitors, Chard. October 31st, 1857.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 14.11.1857
Note: The Dorset County Chronicle of 18.11.1858 carried an exact copy of the above notice
for an auction sale by Mr Bunston at the George Hotel, Chard on 29th November 1858.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1857 - INGRATITUDE OF MARY SUMPTION
On Saturday last [21.11.1857] a young woman named Mary Sumption, of Chardstock, in the
service of Mr. Joseph Deane, of that place, was brought before C. W. Loveridge, Esq., under
a warrant, in which she was charged with stealing a black silk cape, part of a delaine dress,

several dozen pairs of cotton and worsted stockings, and other articles of female attire,
value £3, the property of Robert Perry, shoemaker, of Colyton, Devon, from his
dwellinghouse, on the previous Wednesday. It appeared, that the prisoner was the sister of
the prosecutor's wife, with whom she had been on a visit from Sunday to the day in
question, and that after she had left Mrs. Perry found that she was almost without change of
linen; having ascertained from one of her children that the prisoner wore away the dress
under her own, she communicated the matter to her husband, who determined on pursuing
her, in order to recover the articles, with which, if she had acknowledged the theft and given
them up, he would have been satisfied; prisoner, however, claimed most of the articles as
her own, and declared that her sister had given her the cape and dress unknown to her
husband. This the wife solemnly swore was false, and identified all the articles as her own.
She was committed for trial at the next Dorset sessions.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 28.11.1857
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1857 - CHARD PETTY SESSIONS - 14th DECEMBER 1857
Detaining a Bank-Book - Ann Tucker, of Chardstock, widow, was summoned by her
daughter, Elizabeth, for unlawfully detaining a bank-book. On production of the book it
appeared that the money deposited (£5) was put in the mother's name for her daughter,
who was a minor, and the bench at once dismissed the case.
Poaching - George Hecks, of Chardstock, a farm labourer, was fined 12s. and costs for
using a gun for the purpose of killing game, having fired at covey of partridges on Sunday,
the 12th November last.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 19.12.1857
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1857 - CHARDSTOCK SCHOOL’S REPORT
The Rev. E. Douglas Tinling, M A, HM Inspector of Schools visited this school on the 1st
July last, and the following are the observations made by him therein the tabulated reports
just issued:
Infant’s and Mixed School - Attendance 121.
The Chardstock School has been added to at various times, and combines at the present
time a mixed school, under a certificated master, whose wife, also certificated, undertakes
the entire charge of the needlework during the afternoon; there is also an infant school,
under a separate certificated mistress. The buildings are good; the general character of
instruction satisfactory; discipline carefully looked after.
In these schools 93 children are boarded, fed, and clothed; the females sleeping on the
premises, the males having a dormitory provided for them in two cottages in the village. Of
these 93 boarders, 68 are placed in the school at the expense of the Patriotic Fund, 9 are
paid for from other sources and 16 are the children of parishioners. The girls the first-class
attend every morning to the household and industrial work, receiving school instruction
during the afternoon. The boys of the first-class are employed in field labour and household
work every afternoon, attending the school regularly day by day the morning. The
washhouse, laundry, kitchen, bakehouse, dormitory, &c, are excellent, having been erected
by the vicar with the greatest care and attention.
The staff of teachers, &c. consists of - l. Certificated master; 2. Certificated matron,
superintendent and teacher of needlework; 3. Certificated mistress of infant school; 4.

Industrial master, who acts as drill sergeant, and resides where the boys have their
dormitory; 5. cook. Women assist in the washing.”
Source; Dorset County Chronicle 31.12.1857
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1857 - ST. ANDREW’S SCHOOL - CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES
The Christmas festivities in this village have been quite in character with the summer fetes,
which it has so often been our privilege to record; and we doubt whether the full moon has
looked down upon more joyous parties than those assembled, by the vicar and his lady, in
their noble school room.
On Wednesday evening [30.12.1857] the whole range of buildings presented a most lively
spectacle, being highly illuminated with gas, which, we understand, is manufactured on the
premises and, to our utter astonishment, is now conveyed into the village. This evening was
dedicated to the reception and entertainment of neighbouring yeomen and their families.
The accommodation at the vicarage being confined, the party assembled in the beautiful
class-room, lately added to the school premises. Nothing could be more hospitable than
the arrangements made for the reception of a large party.
After tea, the vicar led the way, and every portion of the new buildings was thrown open for
the inspection of the visitors. And well might they express their satisfaction at the comfort,
cleanliness and convenience of the whole establishment. The infants were visited in their
dormitories; and to witness their joyous faces, and their readiness for a game of play, at
once testified to their happiness and the entire absence of all restraint in the presence of
their superiors.
The party then adjourned to the school-room, where the children of the Industrial School
(upwards of hundred in number) were already assembled. After an hour's recitations and
singing, these were permitted to retire to rest and the musical entertainment was delightfully
kept up by a large party from the Vicarage, to the intense satisfaction of their neighbours and
friends. Two recitations from Milton and the touching scene between Hubert and Prince
Arthur from our immortal Shakespeare read by the vicar and an elderly friend, called forth
rapturous applause.
Thursday evening [31.12.1857], being the last of the year, was dedicated to the usual church
service; when the vicar avails himself of the solemn season to stir up the consciences of his
people; nor was he wanting in earnestness and warmth of affection on the present
occasion; his text being Col. iii., 17.
On Friday evening 1.1.1858] the annual Sunday School feast came off, when 250 children, of
all ages, met for tea and cake, the teachers vying with each other their kindness to the
lambs of Christ's flock and closing the evening's amusement by distributing, each their own
class, the tokens of love from the illumined branches of the evergreen tree: so beautiful an
emblem of Him who is exalted on His Mediatorial Throne, that He may pour down gifts on
His children and enlighten a dark world with the bright beams of His Truth. The purport of
the Christmas tree, which is always the standing treat of this evening, was briefly explained
by the vicar, who entreated the parents to avail themselves more fully of the privileges of this
school for their children, which would cost them nothing but a little exertion and
watchfulness on their little ones and dismissed them with his blessing - Oh may such
gatherings be universal: The union of all classes in such works of love is the very best
means of cementing the best interests of all in their common bond and drawing down a
blessing from the great Head and Fountain of Love.

We understand that the vicar is bent upon carrying out immediately the scheme which he
has long contemplated and which will supply to this neighbourhood at least, a desideratum
so much felt by the middle classes - a thoroughly good school, on moderate and fixed
terms, for the sons of yeomen and tradesmen. The opportunity will be hailed by many who
have young families and who will rejoice to place them where the superintendence of a
clergyman, in a country village, removed from the temptations of a town, will secure to their
children all that they can desire in the way of religious, moral, and social training. We have
seen and conversed with the school master, who is engaged for this special work and are
acquainted with several parties who have received the benefits of his instruction at Ockham
in Surrey, where he has had the charge of a middle school for the last four years and left it to
the great regret of his employers and pupils. He is a native of Staffordshire and holds a high
certificate under the Committee of Council for Education, having been trained at
Cheltenham. We beg to refer our readers to Mr. Woodcock's advertisement in our present
impression and wish him all the success the attempt deserves.
Source: Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser 13.1.1858
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1858 - AUCTION SALE - COAXDON CORN MILLS
To be sold by auction by Mr S M Cornelius at the George Hotel, Axminster, on Tuesday,
January 26th, 1858, at three o'clock in the afternoon, (subject to such conditions as will be
then and there produced), the undermentioned valuable property, in one lot, or the following
lots, as may be agreed on at the time of sale.
Lot I - The Fee-simple and Inheritance ot all that Com Mill, called "Coaxdon Mills," with
Dwelling-house, Garden, Stables, Outhouses and about fourteen acres of Arable and
Pasture Land adjoining, of superior quality, with an excellent Orchard, containing two acres,
situate in the parishes of Chardstock, Dorset, and Axminster, Devon, in the occupation of
Mr. Robert Hallett, as tenant thereof for a term of seven years from Lady-day, 1856.
The Mill drives three pair of stones and is supplied by a never-failing and bountiful stream of
water.
Lot 2 - The Fee-simple and Inheritance of all that genteel Residence, called “Coaxdon
Cottage" comprising Drawing, Dining and Breakfast-rooms, five Bedrooms and Attics, with
large and productive Gardens. In the occupation of Mr. George Dawe, as a yearly tenant,
situate in the said parish of Chardstock.
The above Property is pleasantly situated about one mile from Axminster, six from Chard, six
from Lyme and twelve from Bridport, all good market towns and the Salisbury, Exeter, and
Yeovil Railway, now in progress, will pass close by.
The Premises may be viewed by permission of the Tenants and all further particulars
known on application at our office, or of the Auctioneer, Crewkerne.
Ingram & Son, Solicitors, Dorchester. Dated 31st December 1857.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 12.1.1858
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1858 - AUCTION SALE - ISAAC BENTLEY
Messrs Wainwright & Co. have received instruction to sell by public auction at the George

Hotel, Axminster on Friday, January 22nd, 1858, at one o'clock precisely, (subject to such
conditions as will be then and there produced) over 2000 acres of lands across an areal
bounded by Honiton, Taunton and Axminster.
Included in the auction was a house and lands named Southfields of 24A 2R 0P in the
parishes of Thorncombe and Chardstock held in Fee-simple by Isaac Bentley
Source: Exeter Flying Post 14.1.1858
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1858 - CHARDSTOCK MIDDLE SCHOOL.
Three and a half miles from Chard
The Rev. C Woodcock is prepared to open an efficient Middle School (under proper Masters
and Teachers) for the sons of Farmers and Tradesmen, in which a sound and good English
education may be obtained for 20 guineas per annum, including board, washing, lodging
and all school books.
The course of instruction will comprise, besides Reading Writing and Arithmetic,
Geography, English Grammar, Composition, Book-keeping and Mensuration and Algebra,
Latin, French, Vocal Music and Drawing, where required.
The pupils will be under the supervision of the Head Master and will receive every attention,
both in their religious, moral, and intellectual training.
To meet the convenience of parties who study economy, the terms may be reduced to 18
guineas per annum by quarterly payments in advance. Day Scholars received at 4 guineas
per annum, paid quarterly.
The SCHOOL will be opened on January 20th, 1858.
No extras except for medical attendance and 2 guineas entrance for the use of the library,
chemical apparatus, &c.
Source: Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1858 - CHARDSTOCK MIDDLE SCHOOL
Half-way between Chard and Axminster.
Rev. Charles Woodcock B A Christ Church, Oxford. Principal: Mr. Jones C M Cheltenham
Training College, Head Master.
The object of the School is to supply a really sound and Christian Education to the sons of
the yeomanry at a fixed and moderate rate - without extras. No pecuniary profit being sought,
the terms are so arranged as to render the School just self-supporting.
It is entirely distinct in its arrangements from the National and Industrial School, though
forming a part of the same range of buildings.
It is open to all denominations of Protestant Christians. Full particulars may be had on
application to the Principal or Head Master as above.

N.B - The next Quarter commences on Monday, March 29th 1858.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 2.3.1858
.....................................................................................................................................................................
1858 - COMMITTED TO THE DORSET COUNTY PRISON
One calendar month hard labour Enoch Cox, assault at Chardstock
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 1.4.1858
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1858- PETTY SESSIONS
Monday 21st June 1858
William Norris of Wambrook was summoned for riding without reins in the parish of
Chardstock and fined 40s and costs.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 24.6.1858
.....................................................................................................................................................................
1858 - GAME LISTS
First publication for the year 1858
List of persons who have taken out General Game Certificates at £4 0s 10d each, including
the additional duty at 10 per cent.
Chardstock
Chardstock
Chardstock
Wambrook

Thomas Palmer Deane
W Deane Eames
Robert Wale
B C Bordes

Source: Dorset County Chronicle 23.9.1858
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1858 - AUCTION SALE - HARES FARM
By Mr James Hussey on Thursday, 7th day of October next, all the valuable live stock, wellharvested Corn and Hay, Turnips, Potatoes, Apples, Wood, Husbandry Implements, Empty
Casks, Dairy Utensils, Household Furniture, &c, Sec. Late the Property of Mr. Henry Coles,
(deceased), comprising 79 excellent store ewes, par and chilver lambs. 6 grazing wethers
and 2 fat sheep, (all crossed between Devon and Down), 1 Devon and Down ram, 10
excellent young dairy cows, part forward, the remainder well seasoned in calf, 2 three-yearold and 2 two-year-old heifers in calf. 3 barren heifers, 1 grazing ditto, 2 heifer calves, 2
excellent young black cart mares, 1 grey ditto; a bay hackney mare, 4 years old, good in
saddle or harness, an excellent pony, 13 bands high, good in saddle or harness, 1 threeyear-old cart colt, 1 six months old ditto, 11 store pigs, 3 good sheep dogs, 8 ricks of wheat,
3 ditto of oats, 2 ditto of barley, 20 tons of well-made meadow and young grass hay, (in lots),
5 acres of turnips, 1 acre of prime potatoes, orchard of apples (2 acres), a quantity of fagot
wood, ash poles, 3 good waggons,2 putts, 2 spring market traps, sulls, drags, harrows, iron
roller, lot of hurdles, sheep racks, breaching, string and gig harnesses, chaff-cutter, irondouble screw cider press, apple mill, a quantity of empty casks, kieves, &c, winnowing
machine, ditto sheet, corn bags, sieves and measures, corn hutch, 4 mow staddles, sack
trucks, 2 hackney saddles and bridles, grind stone, iron and wood pig troughs, ladders,

various husbandry tools, large beam, scales and weights, cheese wring, churn and stand,
lead and tin coolers, brass pans, large brass kettle, 4 cwt. of cheese, tubs, pails, cream
can, butter weights, &c.
Together with the Household Furniture, culinary requisites, &c.
The above-mentioned Live Stock is of a most useful description, the Corn and Hay are
excellent Samples and the whole is well deserving the attention of Purchasers.
Refreshments at half-past eleven ; the lots being numerous the Sale will commence
precisely at 1 o'clock and every lot will be sold to the highest bidder.
Hares' Farm is about 1 mile from Yarcombe and 4 from Chard.
Honiton, September 21st. 1858.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 5.10.1858
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1858 - AUCTION SALE - HARES FARM
By Mr James Hussey on Thursday, 7th day of October next, all the valuable live stock, wellharvested Corn and Hay, Turnips, Potatoes, Apples, Wood, Husbandry Implements, Empty
Casks, Dairy Utensils, Household Furniture, &c, Sec. Late the Property of Mr. Henry Coles,
(deceased), comprising 79 excellent store ewes, par and chilver lambs. 6 grazing wethers
and 2 fat sheep, (all crossed between Devon and Down), 1 Devon and Down ram, 10
excellent young dairy cows, part forward, the remainder well seasoned in calf, 2 three-yearold and 2 two-year-old heifers in calf. 3 barren heifers, 1 grazing ditto, 2 heifer calves, 2
excellent young black cart mares, 1 grey ditto; a bay hackney mare, 4 years old, good in
saddle or harness, an excellent pony, 13 bands high, good in saddle or harness, 1 threeyear-old cart colt, 1 six months old ditto, 11 store pigs, 3 good sheep dogs, 8 ricks of wheat,
3 ditto of oats, 2 ditto of barley, 20 tons of well-made meadow and young grass hay, (in lots),
5 acres of turnips, 1 acre of prime potatoes, orchard of apples (2 acres), a quantity of fagot
wood, ash poles, 3 good waggons,2 putts, 2 spring market traps, sulls, drags, harrows, iron
roller, lot of hurdles, sheep racks, breaching, string and gig harnesses, chaff-cutter, irondouble screw cider press, apple mill, a quantity of empty casks, kieves, &c, winnowing
machine, ditto sheet, corn bags, sieves and measures, corn hutch, 4 mow staddles, sack
trucks, 2 hackney saddles and bridles, grind stone, iron and wood pig troughs, ladders,
various husbandry tools, large beam, scales and weights, cheese wring, churn and stand,
lead and tin coolers, brass pans, large brass kettle, 4 cwt. of cheese, tubs, pails, cream
can, butter weights, &c.
Together with the Household Furniture, culinary requisites, &c.
The above-mentioned Live Stock is of a most useful description, the Corn and Hay are
excellent Samples and the whole is well deserving the attention of Purchasers.
Refreshments at half-past eleven ; the lots being numerous the Sale will commence
precisely at 1 o'clock and every lot will be sold to the highest bidder.
Hares' Farm is about 1 mile from Yarcombe and 4 from Chard.

Honiton, September 21st. 1858.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 5.10.1858
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1858 - DORSET MICHAELMAS QUARTER SESSIONS
The following appeal and motion was heard before the Court proceeded with the trial of
prisoners :
Dean and others v. the Parochial Officers of Chardstock - this was an appeal by certain
ratepayers of the parish of Chardstock against a rate or assessment of 5d. in the pound for
the relief of the poor of that parish, made on the 16th of July last. Mr. Stock appeared on
behalf of the appellants, and Mr. Portman for the respondents. The rate was quashed by
consent, with full costs. Mr. Stock then moved to enter and respite appeal between the
same parties against a rate made the 25th of September last, and the motion was affirmed.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 23.10.1858
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1858 - CHARDSTOCK MIDDLE SCHOOL
This pleasantly situated and healthy village had, on the 21st December last, another of its
pleasing attractions, which induced a numerous party to visit it. Notice having been given
that a public examination of the Chardstock Middle School would take place that day, a
service was held at the parish church the morning; luncheon followed; afterwards the
parents and visitors met in the schoolroom, to hear the examination of the pupils. The Rev.
C. Woodcock, principal, and Mr. Jones, headmaster, conducted the examination through
the several branches of education. The correct and ready answers given by the boys,
particularly in mental arithmetic, grammar, geography, history, land-surveying and algebra,
called forth the plaudits of the company, thoroughly convincing them of the superior method
of instruction afforded in this school.
Mr. Jones has a most pleasing manner of conveying instruction and, aided by excellent
maps, diagrams, &c, it appears impossible for the dullest comprehension to resist. At the
close of the examination the Rev .C . Woodcock, in his usual kind manner, invited the
company to partake of tea, which was waiting them in an adjoining room, where the
company were welcomed by the happy countenances of Mrs and the Misses Woodcock.
About 100 enjoyed the "cup that cheers but not inebriates”. The rev. gentleman, in
distributing the prizes of well-selected books, gave 'the boys an encouraging and
appropriate address, instilling into the minds of all the great principle that Christianity must
be the groundwork of all education. To the boys who had not this time been successful in
getting a prize, he said Mr. Jones had expressed a wish that they should take home with
them a memento of amusement for the holidays, and for that purpose he had selected
some innocent games, puzzles, &c, which he begged might be given them.
Mr. Jones then read the following report -'Ladies and Gentlemen, lt is now only 11 months
since that Chardstock Middle School was opened for the first time, with the number of three
boys. It was meant to supply the want, long felt in the immediate neighbourhood, that is, a
school where the sons of farmers and tradesmen could receive an education suitable their
probable pursuits in after life. At the commencement of the second quarter, our numbers
had increased from three to eight, and at the close of the half-year a public examination was
held, and prizes were distributed; but as the numbers were small, there was little
competition. At the end of the midsummer vacation a further increase took place and our
numbers were augmented to 18, and lastly, at Michaelmas, we received 8 additional boys;

so that our school now consists of the gratifying number of 26 boys, the majority of whom
belong to the vicinity.
The examination of this afternoon has, we hope, shown generally that those given to our
charge have not wasted their time. But it may not be amiss to enter into a few details
respecting the subjects which have formed the usual routine of our work. The difficulties
which lay in our way were considerable, as were also those of many of the elder boys
especially. Early education had, in the majority of cases, received but little attention, and the
mind, in the most sensitive, and scarcely less important period of its existence, had been
allowed to develop itself without the needful training. In other cases early education had
been more carefully attended to; but a few years absence from, or a constant change of
school - a time here and a time there - had made conceited boys, whose real knowledge
was of the most unsatisfactory and superficial description. The more modern and improved
educational plans, except in few cases, had never been brought to bear upon the class of
boys we found in our Middle School. These were our disadvantages, and those of our pupils
were not less disheartening. It was necessary for them to clear their minds from the feeling
that school life was only a grievous system of mental physic - so much drudgery necessary
to be endured before beginning in life. It was necessary for them to learn there was a higher
kind of education, to which all should aim, beyond the amount of learning needful for the
carrying on with advantage the business of life, viz., the cultivation and discipline of the mind
and the development of the reasoning powers. And it was necessary for them to learn that if
they would be successful, they must be prepared to work hard, very hard, in conquering the
difficulties which lay in their way. After many times feeling how dreadful a thing discipline is,
and after making all kinds of attempts get clear of this mental harness, nearly all betook
themselves to real useful work, and the result has been very high degree of success. In
addition to the usual studies included in the terms "elementary education," a considerable
number have made some progress in the higher subjects, such Latin, Euclid, algebra,
mensuration, and land-surveying. Lectures have been frequently given, too, by the rev. the
principal, and others, on physiology, the animal kingdom ,&c, while many private lectures,
on chemistry, geology, and natural philosophy, have been brought in the usual course of
instruction. A portion of time weekly, weather permitting, has been devoted to drilling
exercises; but neither in this or vocal music has anything more than an elementary
knowledge been accomplished.
The drawing class has advanced steadily and satisfactorily under the able direction of Mr.
Newberry, who has been anxious to instil a thorough knowledge of the principles of the
science upon which he will be able to work with great advantage during the next year.
Considerable attention has also been given to practical land-surveying, and the
measurement of timber and solids.
The conduct of the students has, on the whole, been highly satisfactory, and reflects great
credit on them for the manliness, industry, and general obedience which they have shown to
all around them. Great care has been bestowed in providing them with an appropriate
playground for their sole use, and additional improvements are in contemplation, by adding
gymnastic apparatus and a cricket ground.
The increase of the school compels us to fit up larger rooms, both for teaching and dining,
which, we hope will be in perfect readiness by the end of the vacation, sufficient, indeed, to
accommodate from 60 to 80.
We venture to hope that there are none belonging to the school who have not derived much
good from their half-year's work, and further trust they may be allowed to resume their
studies punctually at the close of the vacation, since otherwise by coming in after the various

classes are arranged considerable interruption will ensue. We would further urge upon the
parents of the pupils the necessity of being extremely careful not to allow anything less than
sickness to break into the routine their studies, for during the past half-year, several, by
being absent few days in the early part the term, have lost their position, and have allowed
their companions to get so far before them that they have been unable to regain their lost
time.
The business of the school will recommence on the 21st of January, till which time we
desire to wish our young friends all the pleasing enjoyments of the season, and whatever
else is comprehended in the familiar but time-honored phrase - a merry Christmas and a
happy new year.
To fill up an interval of time, the Misses Woodcock favoured the company by singing some
beautiful pieces.
Announcement was then made of fire-works, which Mr. Jones had prepared in the playground, for the further amusement of his young friends; this over, the party heartily thanked
Mr. Woodcock for his kindness, and separated with the convlction that children placed
under his care would receive that instruction that would fit them to become good and useful
members of society.
Source: Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser 29.12.1858
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1858 - CHARDSTOCK SCHOOLS
The Rev. C. Woodcock, Vicar of Chardstock and the Principal of the Schools established
there, on the last day of the old year (31.12.1858) distributed to about 230 children their
annual prizes from a beautiful Christmas Tree, all at his own expense. A display of fireworks concluded a pleasant evening.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 8.1.1858
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1859 NOWLEN’S HOUSEHOLD ALMANACK
Entries naming persons from Chardstock or Wambrook
Nobility, Clergy and Gentry:

B C Bordes, Wambrook
Thomas Deane, Cotley
Mr Gibbons, Wambrook
Captain Parker, Wambrook
Rev. H H Smith, Wambrook
Rev. Charles Woodcock, Chardstock

Butchers who attend Chard Market:

William Elliott, Chardstock
Robert Pope, Chardstock

Schools:

Chardstock Middle School (takes Boarders)
Principal: Rev. C Woodcock
Head Master: John Jones
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1859 - CHARD PETTY SESSIONS
February 14th - Important to Overseers.

The overseers of Chardstock summoned. Mr Richard Deane, yeoman, for a poor's-rate,
amounting to between £1 and £2, for lands in his occupation from Michaelmas last, but for
which the previous tenant, a Mrs. Sarah Gerrard was rated. Mr. Deane, with an air of
triumph, called for the production of the rate, and said he would pay it if the overseer would
shew that he was rated. He was informed that the Bench had power to apportion the rate
between outgoing and incoming tenants. Mr. Deane appeared incredulous, and relied upon
the non-rating. The old statute of George was then read to him, and after some little
parleying the matter ended by his agreeing to pay the full rate, and the overseers the
expenses.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 19.2.1859
.....................................................................................................................................................................
1859 - CHARDSTOCK - AUCTION SALE OF PENNY’S
Messrs. Maynard & Sons will sell by auction, at the George Inn, Chardstock on Tuesday, the
15th March, 1859, at three for four o'clock in the afternoon (subject to such conditions as will
be then and there produced), the comfortable Dwelling-House with Garden and Orchard
and about four acres of excellent Arable Land called “Penney’s”, now in the occupation of Mr
Bonfield, as Tenant thereof.
The property is held for two Lives, aged respectively 66 and 35 years, or thereabout.
For a view of the above, apply to the Tenant; and all further particulars may be obtained of
Messrs. Maynard and Sons, Auctioneers, Taunton ; or of Messrs. Alridge and Bromley,
Solicitors, 1, South Square, Gray's Inn, London.
Dated Canon-street, Taunton, February 16th, 1559.
Source: Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser 23.2.1859
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1859 - CHARDSTOCK - ASSAULT
Mary Penneyton was charged with unlawfully cutting and stabbing George Clarke, at
Chardstock, on the 20th February, 1859. Mr. Portman prosecuted; the prisoner .was
undefended.
George Clarke, cordwainer, Chardstock, said the prisoner lodged at his house. On the 19th
of February last, he went to bed at half-past ten; the prisoner came home about half-past
eleven. They brought home some cider; after drinking which they became quarrelsome. He
got out of bed, and went down stairs, and sat on a chair some time without speaking. The
woman's husband left the house, and she abused witness in her husband's absence, and
threatened to break his head with a poker. When her husband came back he struck
witness's daughter, and the prisoner stabbed him under the eye. He did not see her stab.
Jane Goddard said on the above night she saw the prisoner throw something away, which
proved to be a knife.
Mr. J. S. Wells, surgeon, said prosecutor came to his surgery to have his eye dressed. He
found it to be only slight incised wound just under the eye.—Guilty of unlawfully wounding.
Sentenced to three months' imprisonment with hard labour.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 12.3.1859

.....................................................................................................................................................................
1859 - CHARDSTOCK - VAGRANCY
Mary Ann Newberry, vagrancy at Chardstock, hard labour two calendar months.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 29.3.1859
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1859 - GROSS CASE OF ASSAULT
On Tuesday last, [5th April 1859] a rough looking fellow, standing about six feet high, named
Charles Davey, was brought before C. W. Loveridge, Esq., and J. C. Langdon, Esq., by P.C.
Sandiford under a warrant issued on the 1st December, 1857, in which he was changed
with assaulting and beating one Henry Harvey then residing at Tatworth in this parish
[Chard]; but who has since removed to Chardstock, an adjoining parish. The prisoner is a
labourer, and Harvey a well-digger. At the period in question, the prisoner being a single
man and Harvey a married man without family, and occasionally working together, the
former (encouraged by Harvey’s wife,) went with the latter to lodge, and after he had been
there about four months, Harvey had reason, as well from what he had seen, and from what
he had been told, to give the prisoner notice to quit, the result of which was a series of
assaults and brutal treatment, on the part the prisoner and ultimately the elopement of his
wife with the prisoner, who also carried off various of Harvey's household articles. It was not
until last week that the poor fellow was enabled to trace the whereabouts of the parties,
when he discovered they were living together near Bridgwater, whither a constable repaired
and apprehended him, and there learnt that not long since the wife, by the name of Mrs
Davey was convicted of larceny, under the Criminal Justice Act, and imprisoned for six
weeks.
The Bench inflicted on the scoundrel the penalty of £5 and all costs, and in default
committed him to Taunton Gaol for two months, only regretting that they could not order hard
labour. At the expiration of the time, however, other proceedings will be taken against him.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 9.4.1859
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1859 - COMMITTED TO THE DORSET COUNTY PRISON
George Martin, assault with intent &c. at Chardstock.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 26.5.1859
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1859 - PRISONERS FOR TRIAL AT THE MIDSUMMER SESSIONS
George Marten, assaulting a female at Chardstock
Sherborne Mercury 21.6.1859
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1859 - DORSET MIDSUMMER SESSION
George Martin, for assaulting Mary Lane with intent &c. at Chardstock, 12 calendar months’
hard labour.
Salisbury & Winchester Journal
.....................................................................................................................................................................

1859 - COURT BARON OF THE MANOR OF CHARD
Court Baron held 4.6.1859.
Holding described as “ALL THAT Cottage or Dwelling House with the Garden or Plot of
Ground (now an Orchard) thereto adjoining containing by estimation half an acre (be the
same more or less) bounded on the North by Carscombe Estate and on the other sides by
Lands formerly parts of Chard Common which said Premises were some time since
enclosed by Joseph Lawrence of Chard, Labourer, and are situate lying and being in the
Tithing of Old Chard”.
Following the death of Joseph Lawrence and Mary Ann his daughter (and the wife of Elias
White), Eliza White, William Lawrence White and John White (daughter and sons of Elias
White, Yeoman, of Chardstock) “by the direction of and in Trust only for the said Elias White
his Executors and Administrators took of the Lord of the said Manor” the Reversion of the
said premises TO HAVE AND TO HOLD unto Eliza White (aged about 13), William
Lawrence White (aged about 10) and John White (aged about 5) for and during the term of
their several natural lives and the life of the longest liver. Yearly rent 3s 0d. Heriot 5s 0d
“when and so often as the same shall happen”. Elias White paid a fine of £50 as the sole
purchaser of the Copyhold and to have Eliza White, William Lawrence White and John
White admitted as Tenants.
Source: Chard Museum.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1859 - EXAMINATION OF THE MIDDLE SCHOOL.
The third half-yearly examination of the Chardstock Middle School took place on Tuesday,
the 11th inst., when a respectable and numerous party of friends and visitors attended.
Divine Service commenced at 11 o'clock, after which the Rev C Woodcock, vicar, gave a
short and appropriate address. He then invited the company to hear the examination of the
scholars in the lawn at the Vicarage.
Mr Jones, headmaster, took the boys through the several branches of their education, when
the quick and generally correct replies to questions put gave the greatest satisfaction to all
parties. The Rev C Woodcock, principal, also interrogated the boys, and obtained from
them sufficient proof that knowledge the most useful, that of their own country, was taught in
the school. Indeed the care that had been taken to store the mind with useful things was
evident throughout the examination, and the cheerful manner in which the boys demeaned
themselves showed their knowledge had not been obtained under the old system of
arbitrary tuition.
Luncheon being the next order of the day, the company adjourned to one of the new
buildings (recently erected, and which will be completed the end of the holidays, designated
the Higher Schoolrooms) where an excellent cold collation was provided, and nearly 100
partook of the vicars hospitality, after which the party proceeded to the field, some to join in
and others to witness the manly game of Cricket. The principal, headmaster, and boys
played some excellent games; and here again evidence was given of the kind manner in
which the boys were treated, the masters being no check to their mirth, but joining heartily
with them.
Time had now arrived for tea, and as punctuality is the ruling order at Chardstock, the
guests soon found themselves in the beautiful lawn at the vicarage, and after rambling over
the gardens, where everything is in perfect order, seated themselves under tents and shady

bowers, the tables having been arranged under the superintendence of the amiable lady of
the vicar and her daughters, and their kind attention will be long remembered. During tea
the celebrated Orphan Band marched through the gardens playing some excellent tunes,
The Rev C Woodcock read a very satisfactory report of the third half-years work of the
school, from which we make the following extracts: - In accordance with our plans the
course of instruction has been thoroughly practical. In mathematics, beyond the theory and
practice of arithmetic, Euclid, algebra, and bookkeeping have formed subjects of study to all,
except a few in the lower part of the school. In connexion with mensuration, practical land
surveying and timber measuring have been taught. The Latin and French classes, under the
Rev, the Principal, have made very satisfactory progress. The drawing classes, taught by Mr
Newberry, have continued to advance very satisfactory too, under his guidance - a
considerable number having now attained sufficient proficiency in the art to produce fair
sketches. Architectural drawing has been the particular subject of study in this branch
during the past half year. Drawing, as applied to maps and plans, has also occupied some
time, specimens of which have been exhibited. The progress of many in this department
has been very praiseworthy to the students themselves, as they have done the greater
portion of this work in their own time. The English subjects of geography, grammar
composition, history, and writing, including the practice of letter-writing, have received a
proportionate amount of attention.
During the half-year, lectures have been given by the Rev the Principal, on “Human
Physiology”, in continuation of the course begun in the early part of the winter. A laboratory
has been arranged and fitted up capable of illustrating nearly all the details of chemical
science, including the higher branches of qualitative and quantitative analysis. Lectures in
connection with this science have been frequently given by the head master; and the more
advanced students have made much progress in a knowledge of chemistry by devoting a
few of their spare moments to it.
A valuable collection of minerals, specimens of rocks and marbles, with a rich assortment
of ancient models, has been kindly given by the Principal as a nucleus for a museum,
chiefly meant to illustrate the natural history, botany, and geology of the neighbourhood. It is
hoped that students may aid this work by collecting specimens during their vacation. Botany
and geology have proved the source of many interesting rambles in the neighbourhood,
and, we trust, have tended in no small degree to elevate the minds and refine the taste of
the students generally. We also find that a cricket club has been particularly encouraged as
furnishing one of the best means of training the physical and strengthening the mental
nature, and a garden has been allotted to each boy as another pleasant source of
instructive amusement and recreation.
The Rev Gentleman afterwards said; Now, it is my pleasing duty to award the prizes. To the
boys who have not been successful in obtaining a prize, I am desirous they should take
with them a small token of remembrance believing they will work as steadily in the next half
year as they have the past, when no doubt they will have a better position. To all the young
gentlemen I sincerely return my thanks for their good and noble deportment towards myself,
Mr Jones, and other teachers, and their uniform good conduct when school hours were
over. The locking-up system is not adopted, the boys are at liberty, and in no one instance
have they taken advantage of it, or behaved themselves improperly in the village. In your
holidays, which I hope you will spend with pleasure, remember the lessons you have
received, and let your parents and friends feel that your education has been grounded on
right principles. The specimens of writing, drawing, &c., which the scholars have exhibited
to-day are precisely as they came from their hands,no touching-up from the master (a
system too much acted upon), as the parents expect their sons at home to do equally well

as when at school.
Mr Jones spoke of the earnest manner in which his pupils had received his instruction, and
of their industry and perseverance in working early and late to master the lessons given
them. He trusted they would thoroughly enjoy themselves during the holidays, and return
punctually on the 29th of July to continue their studies with renewed vigour.
The 1st and 2nd prizes were awarded to T. Sherren, J. French, H. Chard (with three other
prizes), C. Waring (and a drawing prize), J. Mountstephen, G. Wadman, W. Phelps J. Coles,
J. Criew, R. Hecks, T. Slade. F. Taylor, G. Sellers and F. Scott.
The following also received a token of remembrance, according to their merit: W. French,
W. Campbell, J. Wallis, J. Oram, E. Wallis, E. Newenham, (the last four received prizes for
drawing,) A. Madge. C. Parmiter, J. Pridham, J. Pine, E. Burt, G. Davis, G. Chislett, V.
Johns, F. Sellers, W. Rugg, J. Gould, John House, W. Burt, H. Marsh, W. Sheppard, E,
Huddy, C.Scott, S.Harry, G.Genge, G. Read, J. Poole, G. Poole, J. Long and J Harris.
W K Eames Esq. proposed a vote of thanks to the Rev C Woodcock, for the kind manner
which he had received the company that day, more particularly for the great benefit he had
conferred on Chardstock and its neighbourhood by establishing the Middle School.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 23.6.1859
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1859 - CHARDSTOCK SCHOOL BUILDING FUND
An Amateur Concert will take place at Ford Abbey on Thursday the 28th of July for the benefit
of the Chardstock School Building Fund.
Tickets 7s 6d, 5s and 3s each to be obtained by application to the Rev. C Woodcock,
Chardstock, or at Ford Abbey on the day of the Concert.
Concert to commence at five p.m.
N.B. An early application to Mr Woodcock for tickets will oblige.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 2.7.1859.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1859 - DORSET EPIPHANY SESSIONS
On bail: Silas Beer stealing iron at Chardstock.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 29.12.1859
..................................
Silas Beer, for stealing a piece of iron, called a connecting road, the property of James
Taylor at Chardstock, two calendar month’s hard labour.
Source; Salisbury & Winchester Journal 7.1.1860
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1860 - STEALING A PAIR OF TROWSERS
William Charles (19, M.), labourer, was indicted upon a charge with having stolen at
Axminster, a pair of trowsers and a pair of braces, the property of Samuel Dunster. Mr.

Holdsworth prosecuted, the prisoner was undefended.
According to the evidence of the prosecutor it appeared that the prisoner had been lodging
with him at his mother's house. On Sunday evening the 4th of December, the prosecutor
deposited the pair of trowsers in question in a box which was outside his bed-room door.
The following Wednesday the prisoner absented himself from his lodgings without giving
any notice, and shortly afterwards the trowsers and braces were found missing. Serjeant
Butt, who went to the house of the prisoner's father, in Chardstock, on the 26th of December,
found the prisoner there with the trowsers on him. In answer to the officer's interrogations,
the prisoner said that the trowsers were hung up against the wall with his clothes and that
he took them by mistake. The jury found the prisoner guilty, and he was sentenced to three
months' imprisonment with hard labour.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 7.1.1860
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1860 - SCHOOL TREAT
On the 4th instant the children of the Chardstock orphan, industrial and national daily and
Sunday school, numbering about 400, were regaled with cake and tea by the Rev C
Woodcock, the principal. Numerous prizes were also distributed from a well-decked
Christmas tree, the orphan band played some cheerful airs and Miss A Woodcock on the
harmonium conducted the singing. Various pieces were recited, and during the evening the
teachers presented Mr. Woodcock with a gold pencil case, and the children of the industrial
school gave Mrs Woodcock a silver butter knife. The rev. principal, in thanking the donors
delivered an appropriate address to all. Many visitors were present, amongst whom were
Mrs. Churchill Langdon Clarke, Miss Clarke, Miss Loveridge and W. H Eames Esq. A
pleasant evening was concluded by dancing and other innocent recreations.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 14.1.1860
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1860 - BANKRUPTCY COURT
Lewis Paull, brick and tile maker, Chardstock, 1st March 1860 Axminster
Source: Perry’s Bankrupt Gazette 4.2.1860
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1860 - DORSET LENT SESSIONS
Eli Evans (19) was charged with stealing a flagon, the property of Isaac Pavey, at
Chardstock on the 29th December 1859: - One month’s imprisonment with hard labour.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 8.3.1860
........................
On Bail - Andrew Wilkins, stealing from the person of Thomas Rockett nine pieces of the
current coin of the realm, called sovereings, and other monies, the property of the said
Thomas Rockett at Chardstock.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 6.3.1860
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1860 - INDIAN MUTINY RELIEF FUND
A report of the operation of the fund for the year 1859 included the information that of 72

children placed during that year, 22 were allocated to the “Rev. C Woodcock's Institution at
Chardstock” and that “the average payment for each child, calculated in the year under
review, was £15”.
Source: Morning Post 6.7.1860
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1860 - COMMITTED TO THE DORSET COUNTY PRISON
George Eli Bonfield, aged 23, a blacksmith, was charged with feloniously assaulting Ruth
Orchard at Chardstock on the 18th July 1860, the opening day of the railway from Yeovil to
Exeter.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 26.7.1860
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1860 - SPECIAL JURY - NORTHCOTE V. LANGDON
26th July 1860 - This was an action of ejectment for the recovery of possession of certain
messuage and land in the parish Chardstock, in the county of Dorset. The plaintiff was Mr.
George Barrons Northcote and the defendant Mr. John Churchill. Mr. Sergeant Kinglake,
Sir Frederick Slade, Q.C. and Mr. Coleridge appeared for the former, and Mr. Montague
Smith, Q.C., Mr. Karslake and Mr. Bere for the latter.
Mr. Sergeant. Kinglake, in opening the case, said the action was brought by Mr. Northcote
for the purpose of recovering possession of certain lands at Titherley in the parish of
Chardstock, consisting of 65 acres, and the question in this case arose on the construction
of a will made by Mr. John Stuckey on the 8th of February, 1810. The 65 acres formerly
belonged to a person named Thomas Hull from whom they were bought in 1777, by
Stuckey, who died on the day he made the will in 1810; and it was upon the construction of
one or two clauses of the will that the question would arise as to whether the plaintiff in this
action was entitled to recover these 65 acres or not.
The learned counsel then explained that after disposing of property not concerned in this
action, certain lands and appurtenances designated as the manor or reputed manor of
Titherley were devised to Benjamin John Bartlett and his sons in tail; then, in default of
issue, to Vincent Stuckey and his sons in tail; then, in default, to Nathaniel Pitt and his
sons in tail; and then, in default, to John Langdon and his sons in tail. This devise it would
be observed was confined to the manor or reputed manor of Titherley and to the lands
belonging or appertaining to that manor. Then, after limiting the property in the way he had
described, there was in the after part of the will what was called a residuary devise, of all the
real estate not previously devised, to Benjamin John Bartlett his heirs and assigns for ever.
Then there was bequest of the residue of the personal estate of the same person, who was
sole executor of the will and testament.
The real question now was whether the 65 acres of land were part and parcel of the land
belonging the manor Titherley, or whether they were piece and parcel of the real estate by
the residuary devise left to Benjamin John Bartlett and his heirs for ever, He should state
that Benjamin Bartlett died without issue, so did Vincent Stuckey and so did Nathaniel Pitt,
some years ago; and Mr. Langdon, the person entitled for life with remainder to his sons in
tail, upon the death of Benjamin Bartlett, took possession of the whole of the lands in
question and amongst them those which were the subject of this dispute.
Now it become necessary that he should call attention to the way in which John Stuckey
became possessed of the two properties. With respect to the 65 acres which are the

subject-matter of this action, it would be important to call attention to the mode and manner
in which Mr. Stuckey became possessed of them and his title to the property. These 65
acres, called the Hulls, were, as was alleged on the part ot the plaintiff and as he should
show by documents, distinct and separate from the manor of Titherlcy, while the defendant
alleged that they were part of the lands belonging to the manor of Titherley. If these lands
were part and parcel of the land belonging and appertaining to the manor of Titherley, then
undoubtedly, under the entailing clause of the will, they would pass to the defendant for life,
and to his sons in tail; but if there was property known and well-known as the manor of
Titherley, and if at the time of making the will it should appear there were two distinct
properties, with different titles, coming from different persons, then, under the residuary
clause, the 65 acres, together with the whole of the real estate not included in the other part
of will, would pass to Mr. Northcote. He was informed it was the present Mr. Langdon’s
father who was tenant for life, and therefore the present Mr. Langdon was tenant in tail. It
would be desirable that he should call attention to the title of Mr. Stuckey, and how he
acquired this property.
He had now the conveyance of the 27th and 28th of November 1777 under which John
Stuckey, who was the gentleman who made the will in 1810, acquired what was
designated as these 65 acres of land and he thought that when he drew attention to this
deed and also to a subsequent deed by which Mr Stuckey acquired his right and title to the
manor of Titherley, by a distinct conveyance, emanating from a different person, no doubt
could accrue as to the construction of the will, inasmuch as there were precise premises
and property which would satisfy in every way the description contained in the will,
independent of the 65 acres.
By the deed of the 27th and 28th of November, 1777, certain property was conveyed from
Thomas Hull and others to John Stuckey and he believed there would be no question
raised that these were the land and premises which were the subject-matter of the present
action, and which he maintained passed under the devise of the residue of the real estate to
Benjamin John Bartlett, through whom the present plaintiff claimed. Now there was title
most distinct at that time emanating from the Hull family, and conveying the property to Mr.
John Stuckey, through which he became possessed of the 65 acres.
He must next call attention to a deed of the 28th and 29th of February, 1780, by which Mr.
John Stuckey came into possession of the manor or reputed manor of Titherley, through a
conveyance from Mr. John Pitts and others. These documents showed the precise way in
which Mr. Stuckey became the owner of these two properties. Now the property which they
designated Hulls, and was known and was found the rate-books as Hulls, was rated as a
distinct property; and in 1810 there was a distinct property known as the manor of Titherley,
which would satisfy the description of the entailed property in the will, namely, the manor of
Titherley, described in the deed of 1780.
For the purpose of distinguishing the property, the next deed to which he would refer was
dated the 12th of July, 1816. At that time Benjamin John Bartlett was in possession of the
property as tenant for life; and the deed in question was a mortgage by Barlett on account of
the sum of £15,000, which had been advanced at different times by Mr. John Palmer and
amongst other property both the manor and the 65 acres were included. The mortgage was
for 99 years if Bartlett should live so long; and then came the description as all the
messuages, tenements and farms called Titherley and Hulls, or by whatever other name or
names called or known, late in the occupation of Thomas Pinney and then in the
possession of Benjamin John Bartlett, his heirs or assigns.
The next deed was dated the 7th of July, 1821, by which Benjamin John Stuckey Bartlett -

he having taken out letters patent to add Stuckey to his name in consequence of having
obtained his property through that family - mortgaged the manor of Titherley and the
tenements and farm called the Hulls, to Christopher Samuel Cludd, as trustee of other
parties who had advanced money, subject to the previous mortgage. That deed described
the manor of Titherley and referred to the deed of 1780 under which John Stuckey took an
interest in the premises; and then came the second portion of the premises, in reference to
which the deed of 1777 was referred to. Then, for the more effectually securing the payment
of the moneys due to the said parties, there was a deed of the 11th October, 1826,
conveying the property to Charles Samuel Cludd and to his heirs and assignees for ever.
There was only one other deed to which he need refer, executed in 1856, by which the said
Charles Samuel Cludd conveyed to the lessor of the plaintiff the whole of the previous
interest vested in him.
The learned Judge said he thought it was a question for a special case and asked whether
they could agree upon the facts.
Mr. Montague Smith said that, with respect to the tenements, he had a map here which
would show what passed under the deal of 1777, and what under 1780; hut it was important
to notice that there were certain fences afterwards thrown down.
Mr. Sergeant Kinglake said he would admit that, after Mr. Stuckey became possessed of
the properly, certain fences were taken down and the adjoining land thrown together.
His Lordship observed that they agreed as to the plan which would show what passed
under each conveyance. The next point was to show what alterations had been made and
he understood the plans would explain in what respect the property had been altered and
the hedges that had been taken down. Now the question was as to time.
Mr. Montague Smith said he could show that it was five years after the purchase of the
whole.
Mr. Sergeant Kinglake observed that they could take the examination of James Pinney on
that.
Mr. Montague Smith said the maps would show also the alterations in the roads, which
was a very material part of the evidence, as showing the blending of the two estates. There
were two instances in which roads had been altered.
Mr. Sergeant Kinglake said the one road had been altered since the two pieces of land
were thrown together.
Mr. Montague Smith wished a certain lease of 1795 put in for the purpose of the description
therein continued.
Robert Bodfield was then called by Sir Slade and said he was assistant overseer of
Chardstock from 1832 to 1858. He had the rate book for 1790.
Mr. Montague Smith objected that the question of rating was not evidence, but would agree
to the whole of the rate books being put in, so that either party might refer to them, subject to
his objection.
A correspondence was then put in by Mr. Montague Smith, which had taken place between

Mr. Sparks and Mr, Mules, with reference the property in question and in which the latter
said he did not intend to dispute the title; but Mr. Sergeant Kinglake said he was instructed
that Mr. Mules had no interest in the properly at the time.
Mr. John Sparks was then called to depose to the correspondence and the retention of the
deed relating to the Hulls after the others were given up, though that was afterwards
delivered to witness by Mr. Mules the 19th of January, 1818. In cross-examination by Mr.
Sergeant Kinglake, witness said the bankruptcy of Flood and Lott took place in 1818, but
Mr. Mules was not acting for the assignees.
Under the direction of his Lordship, the jury returned a verdict for the plaintiff, subject to a
special case for the court above.
Solicitors for the plaintiff, Messrs. G. and R. Poole; and for the defendant, Mr. Sparks.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 26.7.1860
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1860 - DIOCESAN CHURCH UNION
A grant of £75 for All Saints, Chardstock, Dorset “which last our western readers should
bear in mind as it is an outlying portion of Dorsetshire, pretty well embosed in Somerset”.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 16.8.1860
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1860 - AXMINSTER AND CHURCHSTANTON, DEVON AND CHARDSTOCK, DORSET
FREEHOLD ESTATE AND LANDS
Note: only those lands within Chardstock are detailed below
Will be offered for sale by public auction by Mr W G Palmer at the Tytherleigh Arms Inn, in
the parish of Chardstock on Tuesday 2nd of October, 1860 at four o’clock in the afternoon, in
the following or such lots as may be determined at the time of sale and subject to such
conditions as will be then produced :In the Parish of Chardstock
A
Lot 2
Part of Coaxdon Common, about
4
Lot 3
Part of Coaxdon Common
0
Lot 4
Part of South Common (Arable and Pasture) 10
Lot 5
Part of Burchill Common
4
Lot 6
Enclosures on Bewley Down
11
Lot 7
Part of Catmore Common, about
2

R
0
1
1
0
3
0

P
0
18
21
0
30
0

All the above mentioned property will be sold in fee-simple and tithe free.
Lot 2 is bounded by lands of Lord Henley and the road leading from Chard to Axminster.
Lot 3 by lands of Lord Henley and Mr Prior.
Lot 4 by lands of Lord Henley, Rev. Brine, Mr Prior and the road leading from Coaxdon to
Smallridge.
Lot 5 by a stream of water called West Ford Water, the road leading from Coaxdon to Chard
and lands of Lord Henley.
Lot 6 no details given
Lot 7 by lands of Lord Henley and the road.

To view apply to Mr M Dawe at Coaxdon Cottage.
Mr John Glyde, Solicitor, Yeovil
Source: Sherborne Mercury 11.9.1860
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1860 - BEGGING
Thomas Chubb, an old man of Chardstock, Dorset, was charged with begging in Cheap
Street last evening about six o’clock. Discharged on promising to leave the town,
Source: Bath Chronicle & Weekly Gazette 13.9.1860
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1860 - HIGHWAY ROBBERY
On Wednesday night [24th October 1860] as Mr Thomas Forsey of Chardstock, butcher,
was proceeding home after attending our market [Ilminster], he was attacked a little
distance from the turnpike gate by some persons and shamefully illtreated. He resolutely
resisted the attack, but was at last overcome. His cries were heard by the gatekeeper, who
immediately went to his assistance, upon which the villians decamped, carrying off with
them a quarter of mutton. Forsey was immediately removed, when it was found that the
injuries he had received from the kicks of his brutal assailants were of a very serious nature
and doubts were entertained of his recovery. He was fortunately enabled to identify the men
who attacked him and they have been apprehended and safely lodged in Ilminster lock-up.
Source: Wells Journal 27.10.1860
................................
Charles Hull senior, Charles Hull junior and Samuel Hull, father and sons, were on the 24th
October 1860 charged before C W Loveridge Esq. with assaulting Thomas Forsey, butcher,
of Chardstock and robbing him of a basket containing a quarter of mutton, a pair of
steelyards and a cloth, near our church, about an hour after midnight. From the evidence
and the appearance of the prosecutor, great brutality had been used towards him and he
was at first considered in some danger. The three prisoners were committed to take their
trial at the next Somerset Assizes.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 3.11.1860
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1860 - CONCERTS
Mr F Thorne, head master of the Chardstock Middle Schools, with the assistance of the
Misses Woodcock, the talented daughters of the rev. principal, is giving a series of concerts
there for the purpose of providing a new organ for the parish church. We trust the efforts will
be as successful as they are meritorious.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 30.11.1860
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1860 - ALARMING INCIDENT
As Mr Rendall, auctioneer of Hawkchurch, was holding a sale of household furniture in a
cottage at Alston in the parish of Chardstock on Thursday 20th December, a beam which
supported the floor of the upstairs room in which the company was assembled, suddenly
gave way and down went auctioneer, company, furniture and floor, one over the other, into

the room below. Happily none of the party sustained any injury.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 27.12.1860
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1860/1861 - CHARDSTOCK MIDDLE SCHOOL
The school re-opens on Monday, January 14th 1861.
Three miles from Chard Road Station on the London and South-Western Railway.
Principal: Rev. C Woodcock B A later student of Christchurch, Oxford.
This Institution has been established to supply a really good and useful education to the
sons of the poor Clergy (especially those who desire to devote themselves to missionary
work), Professional Men, Farmers, Tradesmen &c. at the lowest possible rate, which will
cover the current expenses.
Terms: For Board, Tuition, Washing &c., 6 guineas per quarter, payable in advance. Day
Scholars, 1 guinea per quarter. Entrance Fee, 2 guineas to cover the expense of Stationery.
Library &c.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 22.12.1860.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1861 - CHARDSTOCK MIDDLE SCHOOL
The rev. principal of the new school has recently received letters from the Bishops of
Salisbury and Bath and Wells, earnestly congratulating him on the success which has
attended the working of this school and invoking the Divine blessing on his labours.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 4.1.1861
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1861 - TESTIMONIAL - MR W CAMPBELL
Mr W Campbell, scripture reader at Chardstock being about to leave that parish to become
scripture reader to a portion of the army at Aldershot camp, has been presented with a
purse of sovereigns as a token of the esteem in which he is held by rich and poor in the
former place.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 4.1.1861
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1861 - ECCLESIASTICAL APPOINTMENT
Allen F E Esq. B A to the Head Mastership of the Middle School, Chardstock.
Source: Bedfordshire Times & Independent 8.1.1861
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1861 - CHARD PETTY SESSIONS - STEALING SWEDES
John Summers, a shoemaker lately removed hence by an order to Chardstock, but who
returned here [Chard} was convicted of stealing a bag of swedes from a field of Mr Thomas
Hecks, yeoman, on the 8th January and was fined sixpence and costs, and in default of
immediate payment, committed to Taunton Gaol for 14 days with hard labour.

Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 18.1.1861
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1861 - THE CHURCH
The English Church Committee at Wiesbaden having placed the appointment of a
clergyman to be their chaplain in the hands of the Bishop of London, his lordship has
selected the Rev. James Gram Brine M.A., Fellow of St. John’s College. Oxford, and
Perpetual Curate of All Saints, Chardstock, Dorset, for the post from among the many
candidates. Mr. Brine will be absent from his benefice under the usual licence for nonresidence from his diocesan, the Bishop of Salisbury. The chaplaincy is to become vacant
on the 1st of May next, on the resignation the Rev. John Robbins, M.A.
Source: Dublin Evening Mail 9.4.1861
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1861 - ASSISTANT OVERSEER FOR CHARDSTOCK
Mr Baker, heretofore of Axminster and late of Bridgwater, has been elected assistant
overseer of Chardstock.
Source; Exeter & Plymouth Gazette
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1861 - COMMITTED TO DORSET COUNTY PRISON
John Charles and Isaac Notting, obstructing railway at Chardstock, one month’s
imprisonment.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 4.6.1861
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1861 - THE CHURCH
The Lord Bishop of Salisbury has licensed the Rev. William Foord Crocker, clerk, M.A. to the
curacy of All Saints, Chardstock.
Source: Hampshire Advertiser 22.6.1861
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1861 - ST. ANDREW’S COLLEGE
The Upper School of this College is Open to sons of Clergymen, Professional Men,
Farmers and Tradesmen.
Terms:
Entrance Fee
2 guineas
English department
24 guineas
Classical department
30 guineas
For further particulars, apply at the College.
C Woodcock, late Student of the Christ Church, Principal.
Francis Allen B.A., Exeter College, Oxford, Head Master.
The School Re-opens on the 1st of August and it is particularly requested that all boys return
on that day,
Source: Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser 17.7.1861
.......................................................................................................................................................................

1861- ORGAN FOR SALE - PRICE TWENTY GUINEAS
A Finger Organ, compass GG to F, with Open Dispason, Stop Diapason, Principal, Twelfth
and Fifteenth - blow hand or foot. Mahogany Case with Gilt Front, 8 ft 9 in high, 6 ft wide and
3 ft 2 in deep.- suitable for a Small Church. It is now to be seen in the parish church of
Chardstock, near Chard, where it is to be replaced by a larger instrument.
Source: Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser 14.8.1861
A similar advertisement appeared in the Taunton Courier and Western Advertiser 10.6.1863
with the comment “to be sold and removed immediately on account of Church Restoration”.
......................................................................................................................................................................
1861 - CRICKET MATCH AT CHARDSTOCK
St. Andrew's College v. Taunton College School.
On Wednesday [28th August] a cricket match was played between the above Colleges. In
the first innings St. Andrew's College eleven obtained 39 runs, and the Taunton eleven 20,
leaving the latter 19 in arrear. The next innings the Taunton were again unsuccessful,
scoring 30 against 38, making the Chardstock eleven the victors by 27 runs. The smallness
of the scores is in some degree owing to the grass in the field not having been cut for some
time previously. Some capital catches were made by Turle.
Source: Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser 4.9.1861
.....................................................................................................................................................................
1861 - DORSET COUNTY ASSIZES
William Field Barnet, of Oxford College, was charged by Samuel Pearce, of Chardstock,
with assault, at Coaxdon, on Friday evening, the 30th of August. Mr. H. Paul, of Ilminster,
appeared for Pearce, and Mr. Hillman for Barnet. This case has been brought before the
bench before, but was dismissed for want of evidence.
Pearce said on the evening above-named he had been at Axminster to work and was going
home, and when he got between Mr. Dawes’ and Mr. Wills’, at Coaxdon, he met the
defendant on horseback. He said good night, but the defendant did not answer him. He
called after him, but could not understand what he said, but thought he said “ There’s a job
of work for you at Axminster”. The defendant is a step son of Mr. Dawe’s and is staying at
Mr. Dawe’s at Coaxdon. After he had passed, he turned his horse and came back and
struck him. He heard something go smack. Did not know what it was, unless it was an air
gun. He put his hand to his head and it was blood all over. One shot entered his forehead,
another his face, and another his hand. He went to Mrs. Dawes’ and saw Mrs. Dawe and
the defendant. Mrs. Dawe asked “What’s the matter.” He said, “T’was a wonder your son
had not killed me.” She said, “ Shall I wash your face.” He replied, “ No,” but afterwards gave
consent for her to do it and Mr. Wills attended him.
The Defendant said that Pearce struck him with a gun that he had in his hand and in return
he gave him a blow with a stick he had. There was cross summons Barnet against Pearce
for an assault, the bench heard the evidence of Barnet. Pearce denied the assault. Barnet
was fined £2 10s including costs, and the case between Barnet v Pearce was dismissed.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 1.10.1861
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1861- SITUATION SOUGHT

Wanted by a young Lady, a situation as Assistant in the Drapery Business or in a Bookseller
and Stationer’s Shop, or any Fancy Business. She has had two years experience in the
Drapery Business. Salary not so much an object as a comfortable place. Address, Miss
Pryer, Chardstock, near Chard.
Source: Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser 30.10.1861
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1861 - MAGISTRATES COURT, CHARD
29th October 1861
Thomas Chubb, of Chardstock, was charged by Mr Superintendent Everitt with begging.
The superintendent said that he was driving from Kingstone to Ilminster yesterday and
when near Knot Oak, the prisoner beckoned him to stop, which having done, he asked him
(witness) to give him trifle to help him on the road. On enquiry, he told the Superintendent he
was looking for work, and if he had any to do he would do it. Mr Everitt asked him if he knew
he was speaking to the Superintendent of Police. Upon this the prisoner said he wanted
nothing of him, but hoped he would let him go on his way. The Superintendent then took him
on to Ilminster lock-up. Committed to Taunton goal for fourteen days.
Source: Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser 6.11.1861
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1862 - COMMITTED TO THE DORSET COUNTY PRISON
Mary Ann Street, vagrancy at Chardstock, hard labour 2 weeks.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 21.1.1862
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1862 - FOR APPRENTICING THE CHILDREN OF POOR SOMERSETSHIRE PARENTS
RESIDENT IN LONDON
Successful candidaters at the election in December 1861:
George Henry Warr, father native of South Petherton, mother, formerly Hutchings, native of
Chardstock.
Source; Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser 5.2.1862
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1862 - TO BE LET BY TENDER
The undermentioned desirable parcels of land, together with the cottage thereon, situate
and being in the parish of Chardstock and now in the occupation of Mr Drayton and Mr
White, viz.:
Tithe

Name

Quality

950
963
964
968

Cutcroft
House & garden
Home Meadow
Shells
Allotment on Common
Be same more

Orchard
Arable
Arable
or less

Quantity
a r p
4 0 7
0 3 5
2 0 25
1 1 12
2 2 0
10 3 9

The property will be let from year to year from the 25th of March next.

Tenders to be sent in before the 26th day of February instant. The owner does not bind
himself to accept the highest tender.
For particulars apply to Mr W C Brannan, Auctioneer, 10 Hammet-street, Taunton.
Dated February 8, 1862
Source: Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser 12.2.1862
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1862 - BANKRUPTCY OF MR MICHAEL DAWE
On Wednesday 5th March 1862 before Mr Register Carew.
Mr Michael Dawe, of Coaxdon House, Chardstock, miller and farmer, and now prisoner for
debt in the County Gaol. This was a first meeting. Mr. R. R. Dawe was solicitor for the estate.
The Official Assignee read the report of the estimated liabilities and assets of the bankrupt,
as follows:
Bankrupt owes to secured creditors £3123 10d. The property held by the creditors as
security estimated by the bankrupt, is Coaxdon £4500; Chardstock £1080; Chardstock £15:
orchard £50; leasehold Church £150; Church Tanton £450; total, £6210.
Due to creditors unsecured, £1743 4s 11d; due to creditors not included in the statement
filed, £40 10s; total £4907 4s 11d. Bankrupt states also that he has the following assess,
deeds poll £200; Railway scrip £50; debts, £427 10s. The assets are entirely estimated and
is doubtful whether that sum set down can be possibly realised.
Mr. Dawe said he represented the majority of creditors who had resolved to remove the
case to the County Court, Axminster.
Removed accordingly.
Source: Western Times 8.3.1862
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1862 - ECCLESIASTICAL APPOINTMENT
Francis Edwin Allen B.A. of Exeter College, Oxford, licensed to the Curacy of Chardstock,
Dorset.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 22.3.1862
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1862 - CHARDSTOCK, DORSET AND CHURCHSTANTON, DEVON
Note: only those lands within Chardstock are detailed below
To be sold by auction by Mr Sidney M Cornelius at the George Hotel, Axminster on the 30th
day of April 1862 at 3 for 4 o’clock in the afternoon, the undermentioned desirable Freehold
and Tithe-free Lands situate in the parish of Chardstock, subject to such conditions as will
be then produced and in the following or such lots as may be determined at the time of
sale:In the Parish of Chardstock
Lot 1
Part of Coaxdon Common, adjoining the

A

R

P

Lot 2
Lot 3
Lot 4

road leading from Chard to Axminster
Part of South Common, near the Church
(west side of lane) in the occupation of
Thomas Clarke of Chardstock, shoemaker
Part of South Common (east side of lane),
in the occupation of the said Thomas Clarke
Part of Catmore Common, in the occupation
of James Clarke of Churchill

2

3

18

4

0

0

4

0

34

1

3

11

Lot 1 is bounded by lands of Lord Henley and the road leading from Chard to Axminster.
Lots 2 and 3 by lands of Lord Henley, the Rev. Brine, Mr Pryor and the road from Coaxdon
to Smallridge.
Lot 4 by lands of Lord Henley and the road.
To view apply to the tenants; and for all further particulars to the auctioneer, Crewkerne or to
Mr John Glyde, Solicitor, Yeovil
Source: Sherborne Mercury 15.4.1862
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1862 - COAXDON MILLS, HOUSE AND LANDS
To be sold by auction by Mr Sidney M Cornelius at the George Hotel, Axminster on
Wednesday the 30th day of April 1862 at 2 for 3 o’clock in the afternoon, subject to such
conditions as will be then produced - the undermentioned Valuable Freehold Property and
Lands situate in the parishes of Chardstock, Dorset and Axminster, Devon, in the following
or such other lots as may be determined upon at the time of sale, viz.:
Lot 1

Lot 2
Lot 3
Lot 4

In the Parish of Chardstock
A
All that excellent Mill and Premises called
Coaxdon Mill with Dwelling-house attached
and convenient Out-buildings & Premises
Tithe nos. 738 and 739
0
Mill Mead
Tithe 740A Arable
4

R

P

3
2

22
8

In the Parish of Axminster
Fish Pard plot
221
Orchard
Garden
220
Orchard

2
0

1
1

0
16

In the Parish of Chardstock
Marsh Mead
Tithe 740 Pasture

3

2

29

In the Parish of Chardstock
Coaxdon Cottage and Garden Tithe 737a

Not recorded

In the Parish of Chardstock
Part of Rack Close Tithe 737 Arable

2

1

8

The above property is situated on the River Axe and about a mile and a half from the Town
and Railway Station of Axminster.
There is an excellent approach to the Mill which is well and conveniently fitted up and
bountifully supplied with water and capable of working two pairs of stones.

Lot 3 adjoins the Turnpike Road leading from Axminster to Chard, is very pleasantly situated
and contains three sitting-rooms, five good bedrooms, kitchen and other convenient offices
and garden.
The pasture and arable lands are deservedly famous for being of a highly rich and
productive character.
The River Axe is proverbial for the beauty of the surrounding scenery and for the excellent
fishing afforded for trout and salmon-peal.
An abundance of blue and other stones suitable either for building or for making a superior
quality of lime is contained under Lot 3, adjoining which a portion has been quarried.
For further particulars and plans of the property, apply to the auctioneer at Crewkerne or to
Mr John Glyde, Solicitor, Yeovil or Mr W G Rogers, Solicitor, Exeter.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 17.4.1862
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1862 - CHARGE OF ASSAULT SUSAN TURNER v GEORGE WILLMOTT
Susan Turner, sworn said; I am the wife of John Turner, residing Chardstock. On Tuesday
last, July 8th, George Willmott came into house and struck me. He accused me of saying
something about his wife. He pulled me out the street by the hair of the head and threw me
down; my husband was there and tried to prevent it.
Eilen Serrell, sworn said: I am a widow living at Chardstock. I know Susan Turner; she lives
in my house. I remember last Tuesday: I was sitting at my door and heard a noise. I went
down the street and saw George Willmott, John Turner and Susan Turner. Willmott and
Susan Turner were scratching one another very much. I saw no blows struck. I heard John
Turner cry murder. It was about 8 o'clock.
lsaac Turner, sworn, said : I am a labourer living at Chardstock. I saw Susan Turner and
her husband John Turner, pulling and scratching George Willmott, it was in the street. I
saw Mary Willmott knocked down and I picked her up; I am not quite certain whether it was
John Turner or Susan Turner that knocked her down, it was one of them. John Turner had
a large stick in his hand and was going to strike Mary Willmott with it, but I prevented him
and took the stick away. When I picked up Mary Willmott, Susan Turner said to me " go
home," or I will serve you the same.
George Willmott, sworn said: I am a labourer, I live at Chardstock. On the 8th of July when I
came home from work, my wife told me Susan Turner had been scandalising her character.
I directly went to Susan Turner's house and asked her what she had been saying about my
wife. She said "I have nothing to say about your wife" and told me to go along with sauce.
Whilst I was talking to her John Turner, her husband, came down stairs and struck at me.
Susan Turner then caught me the hair of the head and scratched my face (witness's face
was in a sad plight). My wife came to help me and Susan Turner knocked her down. Mary
Willmott corroborated her husband's evidence.
The Magistrates finding no evidence against George Willmott, or his wife, dismissed them.
The assault being proved against Susan and John Turner (who were summoned by
George Willmott), they were fined £1 15s. including costs or in default 21 days'
imprisonment.

Source: Sherborne Mercury 22.7.1862
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1862 - CHARDSTOCK - DARING ROBBERY
On the evening of Friday last [26th September] a poor man named Samuel Chick, of this
parish, was returning home after his day’s work. In crossing a field near the village, he met
two men dressed like navvies. They demanded the money he had in his pocket. He said
that had none but what worked hard for, whereupon one of the fellows struck him on the
face a tremendous blow with a heavy bludgeon which knocked him down senseless. When
recovered the follows were gone. He immediately gave information to the policeman at
Chardstock, who apprehended the fellows the same night. They were brought up on
Saturday at Beaminster, when they gave the names of William Charles and Ginger Harris.
Charles was committed for six weeks and Harris for one month, with hard labour. They are
natives of Axminster parish.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 2.10.1862
......................................................................................................................................................................
1862 - DORCHESTER MICHAELMAS SESSIONS
Charles Seager, surrended to his bail, charged with assaulting Mary Farrant, with intent, at
Chardstock. Mr Fookes prosecuted. Sentenced to a month’s hard labour.
Source: Frome Times 22.10.1862
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1862 - CHARD PETTY SESSIONS
Monday [22nd December] before C W Loveridge Esq. and R J Elton Esq., James Endicott,
labourer, of Chardstock, was summoned by Mr Thomas Clark for rescuing two cows, the
property of defendant’s master. It appeared that the cows had broken into plaintiff’s field,
and he intended driving them to the ground at Chardstock on the 4th of December. Fined £1
1s including costs.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 23.12.1862
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1862/1866 - CHARDSTOCK - SAMUEL PEARCE
On an unknown date between December, 1862 and January, 1866 Samuel Pearce, soldier
of Chardstock, was charged at Exeter with being a deserter from the 6th Regiment of Foot.
Source: Exeter Police Charge Book
.......................................................................................................................................................................
.1863 - CHARD PETTY SESSIONS
Monday [12th January] - Francis Reed, of Chardstock, Dorset, was charged with breaking
with intent to steal at Chardstock on 14th December, part of a rail fence, the property of
Thomas Harris. Prosecutor has lately lost considerable quantity of fencing and Sunday
morning, the 14th December, he was going towards one of his fields when be saw Reed
break down the rail from the fence and as soon as he saw prosecutor he threw it down in
the road and went into his cottage, which was near to the field. Fined 1s and costs.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 15.1.1863
.......................................................................................................................................................................

1863 - CHRISTMAS TREES
The estimable Mrs. Deane, late of Cotley, but now residing with her son at his residence
Broadoak, Wambrook last week benevolently entertained fifty-two poor children of that
parish with plum cake and tea and some very useful fruits from a Christmas tree planted for
the occasion. The venerable lady was assisted in the distribution by Mr. Mrs. and the
Misses Eames and other relations and friends. Mr. Eames, as is his custom, also
entertained a similar party shortly before in the neighbouring parish of Chardstock.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 23.1.1863
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1863 - COMMITTED TO DORSET COUNTY PRISON
John Pearse leaving family chargeable at Chardstock, one calendar month hard labour.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 2.3.1863
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1863 - ORDINATION
At an Ordination held in the Cathedral Church of Salisbury on Sunday 1st March 1863 the
Right Rev the Lord Bishop of Sarum admitted the following gentlemen into Holy Orders:
Priests: [included was} Francis Edwin Allen B.A. of Exeter College, Oxford and Curate of
Chardstock, Dorset.
Source: Devizes & Wiltshire Gazette 5.3.1863
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1863 - COMMITTED TO DORSET COUNTY PRISON
George Bate vagrancy at Chardstock - one calendar month’s hard labour.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 23.4.1863
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1863 - CHARDSTOCK - FESTIVITIES IN HONOUR OF THE ROYAL MARRIAGE
Wednesday last [15th April] was a red-letter day in the annals of Chardstock, in
consequence of commemorating the marriage of his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales
with her Royal Highness the Princess Alexandra of Denmark.
Great preparations had been made by the benevolent and esteemed vicar, the Rev. C.
Woodcock, and his family, particularly Mr. Charles Woodcock, his only son, and well were
their efforts rewarded by its being a perfect success. The programme issued for the day's
proceedings was such as set all the inhabitants of the village on the qui vive, and each one
anxiously longed for the 15th of April to arrive. The village was decorated with flags and
banners and the drum and fife band greatly enlivened the day rendering some excellent
music.
Divine service of a choral character was celebrated in the church in the afternoon. The
prayers were intoned by Rev. F. E. Allen M.A., head master of St. Andrew's College and the
lessons read by the Rev. C. Woodcock M.A, the principal. The first anthem, “Blessed be
Thou " (Kent), was admirably rendered by the choir, Miss M. Woodcock presiding at the
organ. An appropriate sermon was preached by the Rev. C. Woodcock and the national
anthem was afterwards sung.

A procession was then formed in the following order, headed by the drum and fife band and
proceeded through the village to a field behind St. Andrew's College, the spot selected for
planting an oak tree, which was done by the Rev. C. Woodcock, who named it the Prince of
Wales' Tree. The Rev. Henry Thompson, vicar of Chard, called for three hearty cheers for
the Rev. C. Woodcock and family and also for Mr. Charles Woodcock, which were
vociferously given. From the field they proceeded to the " Quadrangle," where tea was
provided for the Sunday and day scholars, their mothers and women above 60 years of age
and visitors numbering altogether about 500. The Misses Woodcock and several other
ladies assisted and it was extremely gratifying to witness the care and attention they
bestowed upon the young, the aged and infirm.
Tea being over the company adjourned to the field, where all kinds of rustic amusements
were fully entered into until the shades of evening drew on, when a retreat was made to the
Quadrangle, where dancing commenced and lasted until a large bonfire was lit. Shortly
afterwards a torchlight procession was formed, which was composed of boys carrying
about 150 torches and in the rear came a carriage, the horse drawing it was led by two men
in uniform with their faces blackened, containing two masked personages, dressed in
fantastic dresses, one resembling, amidst the light of the torches, a huge monster with the
wings of a dragon, which he continually flapped over his attendant fiddler, who was seated
under, scraping away with all his might and main.
The evening’s amusements concluded with grand display of fireworks. The Rev C
Woodcock afterwards regaled his workmen, about 20 in number, with an excellent supper
at which Mr Charles Woodcock performed the duties of chairman 'and a very pleasant
evening was spent.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 23.4.1863
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1863 - CHURCH APPOINTMENTS
Rev J Wilkinson to the Prebendary of Chardstock Sarum.
Source: Hampshire Advertiser 25.4.1863
.....................................................................................................................................................................
1863 - BRIDPORT COUNTY PETTY SESSIONS
Patience Follett of Chardstock was summoned by Supt. M Hale for having in her
possession unjust weights. Defendant was ill and could not appear. Mr French appeared
on her behalf and pleaded “guilty”. Sergt Lavender said that on the 21st March last he found
the measures in question in the possession of Patience Follett, who keeps the Tytherleigh
Inn. There were three measures deficient. The Bench said it was the first offence and fined
her 10s and costs 11s.
Elias Miller, a confectioner residing at Chardstock, was summoned by Supt. M Hale for
having an unjust weight in his possession. Sergt Lavender proved examining the weights
of defendant and found 1 lb brass weight 3 drachma deficient. Fined 5s and 10s costs.
Source: Western Gazette 2.5.1863
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1863 - CHURCH RESTORATION
The old church of Chardstock is about to be rebuilt at the expense mainly of a brother of the

vicar , the Rev. C Woodcock. The foundation stone was laid on Tuesday last [16th June] by
Mrs Woodcock.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 19.6.1863
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1863 - CHURCH APPOINTMENTS
Rev F E Allen M.A. Head Master of St. Andrew’s College, Chardstock to the perpetual Curacy
of Knowle St. Giles, Somerset.
Source: Oxford Times 27.6.1863
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1863 - CHURCH RESTORATION AND ST. ANDREW’S COLLEGE SPEECH DAY
This village was on Tuesday the scene of much rejoicing on account of two events - the
laying of the foundation stone of the new part of the parish church and the annual speechday of the upper school in St. Andrew's College, of which the vicar of the parish, the Rev.
Charles Woodcock, is the energetic principal and founder.
The church is very old and needs through restoration, partial building and considerable
enlargement; and to meet this want, funds have been raised to the amount £4,000, one of
the most munificent contributors being a near relative of the vicar's. Plans have been
prepared by Mr. J. Mountford Allen of Crewkerne, but to carry these out a far larger sum
would be required and thus considerable sacrifice was to be made. The post ushered the
day with joyful news, bringing an anonymous letter offering to augment the funds to £5,000,
if the original style of the chancel was adhered to. The day's proceedings commenced with
a choral service at ten o'clock with a sermon by the Rev. W E Buller M.A., vicar of Over
Stowey, near Bridgwater, and Rural Dean on the two events of the day - the boy's breaking
up and the restoration of the church. At 11.30 the foundation stone was laid by Mrs.
Woodcock, the vicar saying the office of the Sarum diocese, the choir chanting the Psalms
and hymns. The weather, although gloomy, kindly held at this time.
After the ceremony, all the company adjourned to the college to luncheon and then
proceeded to the schoolroom to hear the boys' recitations, which were pronounced by
competent judges and indeed, by all who heard them, uncommonly good. Then came the
distribution of prizes and the reading of the examiners' reports, which were most cheering
and encouraging to the Principal and Head Master. After speeches to the boys and company
from the Principal and Head Master,all went to tea and some remained to evensong at
seven o'clock, in spite of the rain.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 30.6.1863
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1863 - HONITON PETTY SESSIONS
George Miller, farmer of Chardstock, was summoned by Elizabeth Valentine of Upottery to
contribute towards the support of her illegitimate child. Mr Cox supported the complaint.
Defendant did not appear and 2s per week was ordered.
Source: Western Times 10.7.1863
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1863 - COAXDON HALL
The interesting residence of Coaxdon Hall in the parish of Chardstock was on Friday

last[17th July] disposed of by auction at the George Hotel. It was, with the farm adjoining and
other property, most of which was at the same time also sold, the property of the late Mr
John Wills.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 21.7.1863
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1863 - COUNTY PETTY SESSIONS
Henry Slade, of Chardstock, was charged with trespassing in pursuit of rabbits on the 18th
inst. at Membury in the county of Devon. Reuben Palmer said: I am gamekeeper to Sir
Trayton Drake. On the 18th July I saw the defendant in a field at Membury belonging to Mr.
Jennings, in the occupation of Mr. Bonfield. He had a rabbit his hand. I had heard several
shots and asked him what sport he had had. He said he had shot a rabbit. He said Mr.
Bonfield had given him leave. Witness produced an agreement whereby Mr. Bonfield let the
game to Sir Trayton Drake, reserving the right to trap rabbits, but not to shoot them.
Fined 5s. and costs.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 13.8.1863
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1863 - BEAMINSTER PETTY SESSIONS
George White of Tytherleigh appeared to have George Hounsell of the same place bound
over to keep the peace in an information sworn before the Lyme magistrates. Bound over
himself in £20 and two sureties in £10 each to keep the peace for three months.
Source: Western Gazette 5.9.1863
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1863 - CHARD PETTY SESSIONS
Thomas Pearse, a mason, was charged with being drunk and creating a disturbance at
Chardstock on the 9th September. The charge was preferred by the Rev C Woodcock, who
stated that he did not wish to press the charge severely against the defendant, but he was a
most inveterate drunkard and constantly abusing everyone he met in the village “when in his
cups”. Fined 5s and costs.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 17.9.1863
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1863 - CHARDSTOCK FAIR
Listing of a Fair at Chardstock on 11th October 1863
Source: Exeter Flying Post 6.10.1863
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1863 - SALE OF STEAM ENGINE AND THRESHING MACHINE
For sale an excellent four-horse portable Steam Engine and Threshing Machine by Clayton.
Both are in good repair, with Bands and Covers complete. Price £65. For viewing and
proving the same apply to William W Turner, Chardstock Mills, near Chard.
Source: Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser 7.10.1863
.......................................................................................................................................................................

1863 - CHARDSTOCK MANOR RENT AUDIT
On Tuesday last [27th October] W Salter Esq. held Lord Henley’s rent audit and Annual
Court Baron at the George Inn, Chardstock and subsequently presided at an excellent
dinner there. His lordship’s health, given immediately after the loyal toasts was drank with
three times three, as was that of Mr. Salter, which was given by Mr Wale, his lordship’s
principal tenant. Mr Wale was re-appointed reeve and Mr Joseph Deane hayward of the
manor for the year ensuing.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 30.10.1863
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1863 - ANNUAL CHURCH GRANTS
In a listing for the year of parishes in the West of England that have benefited from grant
funding for “the augmentation of some fifty or sixty poor livings” is the entry “Chardstock, All
Saints, diocese of Sarum, land containing 1A 1R 11P”.
Source: Bath Chronicle & Weekly Gazette 3.12.1863
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1864 - CHARD PETTY SESSIONS
Daniel Brownsell of Chardstock pleaded guilty to an assault upon Elizabeth Parris, the
landlady of the George Inn, Chardstock on 16th April. He said he had been drinking and was
sorry for what he had done. Fined 5s and costs.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 12.5.1864
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1864 - MANOR OF TITHERLEIGH - RENT AUDIT
On Tuesday last [24th May], the Ladyday rent audit of John Churchill Langdon Esq. was
held at the Titherleigh Arms Inn, Chardstock, where a capital old English dinner was
provided for the tenantry by the hostess, Mrs. Follett. W. Salter Esq., the steward, presided
and after ample justice had been done to the good things and the usual loyal toasts had
been given, the health of the much esteemed landlord, Mr. Langdon, was most
enthusiastically drunk with musical honours and was followed by that of Mrs. Langdon,
which also received unbounded applause, followed by " Here's a health to all good lasses."
The health of the steward was likewise cordially given and drunk with three times three; and
a happy evening was spent.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 27.5.1864
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1864 - PURSUANT TO A DECREE OF THE HIGH COURT OF CHANCERY MADE IN THE
CAUSE OF MALLOCK v. STILL
Note: Only lands within the parish of Chardstock are recorded below.
Mr John Porter will sell by auction at the George Hotel, Axminster, on Thursday, the 23rd
day of June 1864 at three o'clock in the afternoon (subject to such conditions as will be then
produced), the desirable properties listed below:
Lot 5 - Two well-stocked freehold orchards situate at or called " Fordwater” adjoining the
road leading from Axminster to Chardstock containing by estimation 1 acre, 2 rod, nil perch
and now in the occupation of Mr C W Bond, or his undertenants.

The premises may be viewed on application to Messrs Bond and Baker, Solicitors,
Axminster; and printed particulars may obtained of Messrs Hopwood and Sons, Solicitors,
47, Chancery Lane, London; Messrs Hillman and Hillman, Solicitors, Lyme Regis; or of the
said Messrs. Bond and Baker.
Dated Lyme Regis, 3rd June, 1864
Source: Western Times 10.6.1864
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1864 - AUCTION SALE - CHARDSTOCK
Note: This article refers to the copyholding known as Penneys/Pinneys or Pearces.
To be sold by Mr Wotton at the Tytherleigh Arms Inn at Chardstock on Thursday the 11th
day of July 1864 at four o'clock in the afternoon precisely (subject to such conditions as shall
be then produced) the undermentioned dwelling house, closes of excellent arable and
pasture land and hereditaments, situate in the parish of Chardstock in the county of Dorset
and in one lot or in the following or such other lots as may be agreed upon at the time of
sale, viz.:
Lot

Tithe

Description

Quality

1
1
2
3
3
4
4
5
5

1047
1042
1172
1113
1119
958
982
434
993
Enclosure
181

House & Orchard
Garden
Hook Cross
Sheeplands
Lower Sheeplands
Rag
Penney’s Mead
Kitbridge Mead
Yonder Meadow

6

Names of Tenants:
Lot 1 H Dean
Lot 4 J Beer

House & Orchard
Garden
Arable
Arable
Arable
Arable
Arable
Meadow
Meadow

Quantity
A R
0
2
0
1
1
3
3
1
3
0
1
1
1
3
1
2
1
2

P
33
4
18
0
22
21
38
34
20

Allotment

Arable

4

32

Lot 2 T Pinney
Lot 5 T Pinney

Lot 3 T Ellett
Lot 6 T Beer

2

The above premises are held by copies of Court Roll, under the Lords of the Manor of
Chardstock and will be sold for the remainder of a term of 99 years, recently created, and
determinable with four lives, aged respectively 32,14,12 and 11 years, or thereabout.
Also will be sold at the same time, three several Policies of Assurance, granted by the
Standard Life Assurance Company and respectively dated the 16th of December, 1863,
whereby three several sums of £200 each were made payable on the death of the survivor
of the said Iives, aged 14 and 11 years, subject to the annual premium of £2 10s until
December, 1867 and afterwards of £2 for each of the said policies. In case the lands are
sold in lots, one policy will be sold with each of Lots 3, 4 and 5.
To view the lands apply to the respective Tenants and for further particulars to the
Auctioneer, 28 East-street, or Mr Turner, Solicitor, Taunton.
A considerable portion of the purchase money may remain on mortgage, if desired.

Dated Taunton, June 23rd,1864.
Sources; Somerset County Gazette 2.7.1864
Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser 6.7.1864
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1864 - ATHLETIC SPORTS AT ST ANDREW'S COLLEGE, CHARDSTOCK
The annual sports of this college took place on Tuesday. June 28 under the direction of the
Rev C Woodcock and having for judges the Rev H F Hamilton and A M Maxwell Esq. The
day's proceedings were of a very interesting character and the spirited manner in which the
several races were contested was a subject of general remark.
The sports were in two divisions - for boys of twelve years and under and for those above
that age.
The flat race of half a mile was won by Mr J Tobin in 2m 25s beating Mr G Tobin by a yard.
A race against time for the juniors was won by Mr A L Scovell, who ran 372 yards in I min.
High Jump for Seniors; Won by Mr G Tobin; Mr J Tobin Height 4 ft 7 in
High Jump for Juniors: Won Mr G Bowen. Height 3 ft 10 in.
Long Jump: Won by Mr G Tobin. Distance 14 ft 4 in.
Long Jump for Juniors: A L Scovell. Distance 12 ft 5 in
Hurdle Race of 150 yards over ten flights: Won by Mr G Tobin in 21 sec. Mr T, Abbot 2nd.
Flat Race of 400 yards for Juniors: Won by Mr A. L. Scovell min 5 sec. Mr O. Bowen 2nd
Throwing the Cricket Ball: Won by Mr E Wroe. Mr G. Tobin 2nd. Distance 75 yards.
Throwing the Hammer: Won Mr D Harris. Mr C Scott 2nd. Distance 49 ft 10 in.
Flat Race of 100 yards, heats: Won by Mr J Tobin in the short time of 9.5 sec.
Flat Race Handicap: Won by Mr J Tobin from scratch in 2 min 39 sec.
Source: Bell’s Life in London and Sporting Chronicle 2.7.1864
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1864 - THE BANKRUPTCY ACT 1861 - ROBERT BONFIELD
WHEREAS, a Petition for Adjudication of Bankruptcy was on the 20th day of June, 1864, filed
in Her Majesty's Court of Bankruptcy for the Exeter District, Robert Bonfield of Chardstock in
the county of Dorset, late a Prisoner for Debt in the Gaol of Dorchester in the said county of
Dorset, under which he has been adjudged Bankrupt.
Notice is hereby given that he is hereby required to surrender himself to John D. King Esq.,
Registrar of the said Court, at the First Meeting of Creditors to be held before the said
Registrar on the Eighth day of July next at 11 o'clock in the forenoon precisely at the Court of
Bankruptcy for the Exeter District in Queen-street, Exeter and also to the Court at the Public
Sitting to be appointed by the Court for the said Bankrupt to pass his last examination of
which sitting due notice will be given in the London Gazette.
At the First Meeting of Creditors the Registrar Will receive the Proofs of the Debts of the
Creditors and the Creditors may choose an Assignee or Assignees of the Bankrupt's Estate
and Effects. At the Public Sitting Proofs of Debts will also be received and the bankrupt will
be required to submit himself to be examined and to make a full disclosure and discovery of
all his Estate and Effects and to finish his examination.
Notice is hereby also given to all Persons indebted to the said Bankrupt, or that have any of

his Effects, not to deliver the same but to Mr. Mansfield Parkyns Queen-street Exeter,
Official Assignee, whom the Court has appointed and give notice to Mr. Taunton, of
Taunton, and Mr E. H. Clarke of Gandy-street, Exeter, the Solicitors to the said Petition.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 23.6.1864
......................................
Perry’s Bankrupt Gazette of 25.6.1864 records Robert Bonfield as having been the late
registrar of births and deaths and formerly a dealer in cider and publican.
.......................................
Exeter District Court of Bankruptcy Friday 8th July 1864
Re Robert Bonfield of Chardstock, Dorset, Registrar of births and deaths. Meeting for
choice of Assignees. Mr Clarke appeared for the bankrupt. The bankrupt owes about £932
17s 6d. There are no assets for unsecured creditors. The bankrupt was possessed of
some copyhold property, which is all mortgaged. The last examination was appointed for
16th August 1864.
Source: Western Times 12.7.1864
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1864 - CHARDSTOCK - SAMUEL BONFIELD
Exeter District Court of Bankruptcy, Friday July 8th 1864 - Before Mr Registrar King - Re
Samuel Bonfield of Chardstock, a prisoner for debt in the Dorchester gaol, registrar of births
and deaths for the Chardstock district - Meeting for choice of assignee - Mr Clarke for the
estate - The official assignee reported that the bankrupt states that he owes to creditors (all
unsecured) about £227 17s 7d: to creditors holding security £705: making a total of £932
17s 6d. The bankrupt also states that he has no assets whatever for his unsecured
creditors. The bankrupt was possessed of some copyhold property for four lives in the
Manor of Chardstock which he mortgaged, in December last, to James Turner of Taunton
for £500 and to Edwin Wotton, also of Taunton, for £205. The property cost him £600 and
that sum he paid out of the £705 borrowed on mortgage; the odd £105 went to Mr Wotton in
settlement of a previous debt due from the bankrupt to Mr Wotton. - No creditor appeared in
this case and Mr Clarke having no proofs to put in, no assignee was chosen, and the 16th
of August next was appointed for the meeting for last examination and discharge.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 19.7.1864.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1864 - CHARDSTOCK - FIRE
A thatched dwelling-house near the common occupied by two workmen of Mr Genge, of
Churchill, and their families, was on Saturday evening burnt to the ground, together with a
part of a rick of old hay, and a rick of this year’s make, which had only been placed on the
spot about a week, belonging to Mr. Genge. The fire is supposed to have been caused by
some hot ashes carried out from the fire-place.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 21.7.1864.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1864 - CHARD PETTY SESSIONS
Thomas White of Chardstock, labourer, was charged with torturing three sheep at
Chardstock on the 8th August by cutting off their tails. Defendant pleaded guilty but said he

thought he was doing the sheep good. Mr Miller, the complainant, said one of the sheep
had its hamstring cut also and this he had been obliged to kill in consequence. Committed
for one month in default of paying £2 and costs.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 18.8.1864
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1864 - REBUILDING OF ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH
Four reports of he restoration and partial rebuilding of St. Andrew’s Church.
The restoration and partial rebuilding of the church St. Andrew, in this parish, the foundation
stone of which was laid in June, 1863, is progressing and there is every probability that it
will be ready for opening by the end of September. The nave and chancel have been rebuilt
and new north aisles added to both. New roofs have also been put to the south aisle and
south transept, the wall of which have been allowed to remain. The church is to be reseated
throughout and tile floors laid in the nave as well as the chancel. These, we hear, have been
manufactured by Messrs. Minton and Co. expressly for this church, from the designs of Lord
Alwyne Compton. The chancel is enriched with some Serpentine and Devonshire marble
shafts, which have been supplied by Mr A. Blackler of Dawlish. The architect is Mr. J.
Mountford Allen, of Crewkerne.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 1.9.1864
....................
The church having undergone a thorough restoration was re-opened for divine service by
the Lord Bishop of the diocese on Thursday last [29th September] . The church formerly
consisted of chancel, nave with south aisle, north and south transepts, north and south
porches,and tower at the west end; but the fabric had fallen into a lamentable state of decay,
the south wall of the chancel being so bad from damp and age that was from ten to twelve
inches out of the perpendicular, and scarcely safe. The only part of the church which was in
a sound and decent state, namely, the south aisle and south transept (which transept is
attached to the Tytherleigh estate in the parish and belongs to J. C. Langdon, Esq.), has
been kept up and restored in proper manner.
In the rebuilding the architect has retained as much of the old church as was a sufficiently
sound condition and adhered as near as possible to the style of architecture of the original
structure. To accommodate the increase of population a north aisle with north porch has
been added and also a north chancel aisle for the use of the members of St. Andrew's
College. On the south of the chancel an organ chapel and vestry likewise been added, and
the church may now be said to consist of nave, with north and south aisles, north and south
transepts, chancel, and north and south chapels. The east window is an Early English triplet
with clustered marble shafts on the interior. The details of this window are precisely the
same as the remains of the old one found embedded the walls of the chancel.
On the south side of the chancel a two-light lancet window, with a two-stalled sedilia
underneath, enriched with Cornish serpentine shafts and some beautiful carving. On the
north side of the chancel the arcade opening into the college chapel has a very rich effect
from the delicately wrought members, the carving, and the marble shafts. The chancel roof
is panelled, with moulded ribs, and carved bosses at the intersections and has been
beautifully illuminated by Mr. Stansell, of Taunton, who has done the whole of the
illuminating throughout the church. The stalls in the church are of oak, panelled and carved,
with richly carved ends and moveable bookboard on iron standards is provided for the front
stalls.

The arcades on each side of the nave consist of four bays, the arch of stones of which are in
alternately of Ham Hill and Bath stones. This roof is an opened timbered one, with curved
and moulded ribs to the principals, purlins, and purlin braces, and a richly pierced and
carved cornice. The roofs of the transepts and college chapel are single framed, and the
plastering between the rafters is covered with stencilling of very chaste design and
character. The body of the church throughout is seated with low open benches, of a very
substantial form and character. The whole of the passages and the chancel are paved with
Minton's encaustic tiles, for which the Right Hon. Lord Alwyne Compton made special
designs.
Between the chancel and the nave is a screen executed in Bath stone, with marble inlays let
into the panels. This screen, with the exception of the marbles, the gift of Mr. C. Trask, of
Norton, the contractor for the masonry. The pulpit base is of Devonshire marble, but the
pulpit itself, the reredos, church gates, and several metal screens are incomplete as yet.
The east window is filled with stained glass, by Messrs. O'Connor and ranks among the
finest of their works. This is the gift of the nieces of the vicar. The small two-light window on
the south of the chancel is also by O'Connor, and is the gift of the architect. The three
windows in the college chapel are filled with stained glass by Mr. VV. Warrington. The east
one, a three light, the gift of the members of the college. The others, two light windows, were
given, one by Mrs. King, a friend of the vicar, and the other by the Rev. R. Hake, minor canon
of Canterbury Cathedral, in memory of his son, a former pupil of the college, who died a
short time since. We understand that a three-light window in the south aisle is now in hand
by O'Connor and is given by some of the parishioners.
The altar cloths and hangings are from Messrs. Jones and Willis, of Birmingham, and the
other is a present from a lady. The whole of the works, which have been most satisfactorily
carried out, have been executed from the design under the superintendence of Mr. J.
Mounford Allen, of Crewkerne. Mr. C. Trask, of Norton, is the contractor for the masonry, Mr.
M. Davis, of Langport, for the carpentering, &c., and Mr. G. Dunn, of Chard, for the plumbing
and glazing.
The whole of the expense of this enlargement and rebuilding has been borne by the vicar,
assisted most munificently by his numerous friends, especially by his brother, T. Parry
Woodcock, Esq. and by an anonymous contributor under the name of Amicus Ecclesiae
Anglicanae.
The choristers and clergy assembled in the schoolroom and having formed in procession
they marched, headed by the Bishop of the Diocese, to the west door. The Processional
Psalm was chanted to Dr. Arnold's single chant. The Bishop took his seat on the north side
of the altar and then proceeded with the service appointed for the consecration of a church.
After the prayers the Ven. Archdeacon Sanctuary, in the absence of the Chancellor of the
Diocese, read the Sentence of Consecration, which was signed by the Bishop. Rev. C.
Woodcock intoned the prayers. The Venite was sung to Tallis’s chant in F. The Psalms
appointed for the consecration service were sung to Turle's, Ouseley's, and Novello's
chants.
The Rev. F. Allen, curate of Chardstock, read the first lesson, the second being read by the
Ven. Archdeacon Downall, Archdeacon of Totnes. The Te Deum was sung to Dr. Elvey's
and Hine's chants, and the Benedictus to Dr. Elvey's single chant. Previous to the
communion service being read the Rev. L. Clarke was instituted to the rectory of Wootton
Fitzpaine, rendered vacant by the resignation of the Rev. VV. Bingham.

The Bishop of Salisbury read the communion service, assisted by the Hon. and Rev. Spring
Rice and by Bishop Nixon. The responses were sung to the Rev. W. Marshall's Kyrie
Eieison, and the Nicene Creed to Merbeck's arrangement. Mr. Herbert, organist of
Sherborne Abbey Church, presided at the organ, and it is needless to say that the
accompaniments were admirably executed. The sermon was preached the Right Rev. Dr.
Nixon, late Bishop of Tasmania, from Exodus i. 5,” And he said draw not hither, put off thy
shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground." The holy
communion was afterwards administered by the Lord Bishop of the Diocese, assisted by
the clergy in attendance.
At three o'clock the company assembled by invitation in the school-room, where an
excellent dinner was provided by the Rev. Mr. Woodcock, to which every one was invited.
The rooms were very tastefully decorated by the boys. Flowers, evergreens, and mottoes
lined the walls and the arrangement was very judicious. The mottoes were " Welcome,"
"Peace and Concord" and "Welcome, kind friends." The Bishop of Salisbury presided, the
Rev. Dr. Nixon occupying the vice-chair. John Floyer, Esq., M.P., was also among the
company.
In the afternoon the Lord Bishop of the Diocese administered the sacred rite of confirmation
to a number of young persons. The bells rang merrily throughout the day, which was
observed as a general holiday by the inhabitants of Chardstock.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 6.10.1864
....................................
The parish church of Chardstock having been beautifully rebuilt was reopened and
consecrated on Michaelmas-day, and the weather being most auspicious, the edifice was
thronged. The work was commenced less than a year and half ago and has been carried
out at the almost sole expense of the Rev. Charles Woodcock, the vicar, and his brother Mr.
Parry Woodcock. The consecration was performed by the Bishop of Salisbury, the bishop
of the diocese. In the services which followed, he was assisted by the Right Rev. Dr. Nixon,
rector of Bulton Percy, and late Bishop of Tasmania (who preached the sermon), the Ven.
the Archdeacon of Dorset, the Ven. Archdeacon Sanctuary, the Rev. the Vicar, the Rev. P.
Allen, Curate, the Ven. Archdeacon Downall, and the Hon. and Rev. Spring Rice.
At 4 o'clock there was a confirmation service, when 27 females and 30 males were
confirmed. At 7 o'clock there was another service, when the Archdeacon of Dorset preached.
The rev. the Vicar provided an excellent dinner for the numerous visitors in the school room.
The Bishop of Salisbury presided, and Dr. Nixton occupied the vice chair. Amongst those
present were John Floyer, Esq. , M.P.; and most of the clergy and gentry in the
neighbourhood.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 7.10.1864.
........................................
The new and splendid church which has risen from the site of the old pile, was opened on
Thursday week. The exterior of the building impresses the visitor very forcibly, but the interior
is magnificent. The stalls are of richly-carved oak, commodious and comfortable. The
stained glass windows are of the very first order, especially the eastern, which is a very fine
production. The chancel roof is profusely ornamented, while the altar-cloth and hangings
are quite in keeping with the other decorations. It is intended (when the funds admit of doing
so) to add a new tower, and when this is done the whole will be a great credit to the
neighbourhood.

Mr. C. Trask of Norton, was the contractor for the masonry; Mr. M. Davis of Langport, builder
and Mr. G. Dunn of Chard, plumber and the building was designed by and carried out under
the superintendence of Mr. Allen, architect, of Crewkerne.
A little before halfpast ten o'clock a procession was formed in the hall of St. Andrew's
College, headed by the Bishop of Salisbury, the choristers of the church, and fifty-three
clergymen from the neighbourhood. Entering the church by the west door, the Bishop
commenced the consecration service. The prayers were intoned by the Rev. C. Woodcock
and other clergymen assisted in the service. The Right Rev. Dr. Nixon, rector ot Bolton
Percy, and late Bishop of Tasmania, preached from the words, "And He said, draw not nigh
hither; put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place where thou standest holy ground." After
the sermon the Holy Communion was administered by the Bishop of the Diocese, assisted
by the Hon. and Rev. Spring Rice, Dr. Nixon, and the clergy.
At three o'clock dinner was supplied in the dining-rooms of the College, to which all comers
were invited free of cost. The Bishop presided, and was assisted by the Rev. Dr. Nixon, as
vice chairman. On the removal of the cloth the Chairman proposed the healths of the Rev.
Charles Woodcock, and Mr. Parry Woodcock, his brother, who had contributed largely to
the cost of the new church. The Rev. C. Woodcock thanked the company for providing such
good cheer and concluded a very happy speech by proposing "A health to all those that we
love." At four o'clock a confirmation took place of twenty- seven males and thirty females, at
the conclusion of which tea was provided in the college. At seven o'clock there was an
evening service, when the Ven. Archdeacon Sanctuary preached from these words—"
Keep thy foot when thou to the house of God, and be more ready to hear than to give the
sacrifice of fools : for they consider not that they do evil," Ecclesiastes chap. 5, v. 1.
Source: Somerset County Gazette 8.10.1864
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1864 - CHARDSTOCK FAIR
Listing of a Fair at Chardstock on 11th October 1864
Source: Exeter Flying Post 6.10.1864
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1864 - CHARD, ILMINSTER AND CREWKERNE LABOURERS’ FRIENDLY SOCIETY
Payments recorded for Chardstock:
Francis Dening 8s
H Dolling 7s
Joel Evans 6s
George Pering 6s
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 13.10.1864
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1864 - DORSET COUNTY SESSIONS
William Huddy, 30, labourer, was charged with stealing one ash pole valued at 6d
belonging to Solomon White at Chardstock on 10th December 1864. Mr. Saunders
prosecuted and Mr. Fryer, at the request of the Court, defended the prisoner.
Prosecutor marked a quantity of poles belonging to him in the " elbow." He lost some and
prisoner came to him on Sunday evening, the 11th December, begged his forgiveness,
hoped he would not be hard upon him and said if he could get over that job he would never
do so again. A police constable deposed to finding a pole at the prisoner’s house under the

stairs and prosecutor identified it as a portion of his property.
Mr. Fryer did not think that the identity had been sufficiently established and relied
principally upon that circumstance for an acquittal.
His Lordship said it was somewhat singular that the prisoner was only indicted for stealing;
there was no count for receiving and they must not attach great weight as to prisoner's
statement about never getting into such a scrape again. If he had been indicted for
receiving, then they could have given it a grave consideration.
The jury found the prisoner “Not guilty" and his Lordship, in discharging the prisoner, said
he had had a narrow escape, for if he had been indicted for receiving, nothing could have
saved him. His Lordship hoped that he would do as he had promised, endeavour to keep
out of such transactions for the future.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 5.1.1865
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1865 - CHARDSTOCK MARKET
An article about ancient fairs and markets includes the following information:
In 1219-20 (3 and 4 Henry 111) a market was granted to the Bishop of Sarum to be held at
Chardstock where the Bishops had a seat and extensive park; and in 1441 (19 Henry V1)
the grant of a fair was also made to the bishop. The fair is still held on Old Michaelmas-day
(October 11), but every trace of a market has long since disappeared.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 28.2.1865
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1865 - ALL SAINTS CHURCH
Trinity Hall - The Rev W F Crocker M.A. [B.A. 1859] of this hall, having resigned the sole
charge of the parish of Chardstock, All Saints, has been presented by the churchwardens
and parishioners with a valuable salver and silver-gilt pocket Communion-Service, as a
testimony of their esteem, which, during his four years’ residence amongst them, he had
deservedly gained by his urbanity and faithful ministrations.
Source: Cambridge Independent Press 4.3.1865
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1865 - COUNTY PETTY SESSIONS
Daniel Brownson [Brownsell] for obstructing the highway at Chardstock February 6th, by
leaving a cart there, was fined 10s and 10s 6d costs.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 16.3.1865
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1865 - BRIDPORT DIVISIONAL PETTY SESSIONS
Appointment of Overseers:
Parish of Chardstock: T P Eames and H Lane.
Source: Bridport News 8.4.1865
.......................................................................................................................................................................

1865 - BRIDPORT HIGHWAY BOARD
Appointment of Waywardens:
Parish of Chardstock: Charles Genge, Churchill
Source: Bridport News 15.4.1865
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1865 - COUNTY COURT, CHARD
Azariah Berry, Forton, Chard, v. Robert Pym, Combe St. Nicholas for £1, money unlawfully
detained.
Plaintiff stated that some two months since he, in defendant's presence, agreed to bet with
Mr Pope, a butcher of Chardstock, £I, as to the weight of some calves. The sovereign was
put out in the room and shortly afterwards plaintiff left for several minutes and when he
returned he was told that defendant had taken it. He had several times applied, through Mr
Pope, for the amount, but had never been repaid. Robert Pope corroborated plaintiff's
statement. His Honour, in giving judgement for the plaintiff, said that defendant's conduct
nearly approached to stealing and it was fortunate for defendant that proceedings had not
been taken against him elsewhere.
Source: Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser 3.5.1865
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1865 - COMMITTED TO THE DORSET COUNTY PRISON
John Pearce, vagrancy at Chardstock - 14 day’s hard labour.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1865 - AUCTION SALE, CHARDSTOCK
To be sold by Mr Bunston at the Tytheleigh Arms Inn in the parish of Chardstock on
Tuesday the 11th day of July next at five o'clock in the afternoon, subject to such conditions
as will be then produced, the following most desirable Farm Closes and Lands in the lots
undermentioned:
Lot 1 - All that excellent and compact estate called “Higher Faraway”, comprising, Orchard,
Meadow and Arable Lane containing about 35 acres (more or less) and now in the
occupation of Mr. Robert Newberry, as tenant thereof. And also all that freehold orchard and
garden immediately adjoining the garden of Higher Faraway, containing about a quarter of
an acre.
Lot 2 - All that excellent and compact estate, comprising Orchard, Meadow and Pasture land
called “Lower Faraway” containing 27 acres (more or less) and now in the occupation of Mr.
John Grabham, tenant thereof. There is a bountiful supply of water on both of these estates
and a stream well stocked with trout runs through part of these farms.
Lot 3 - All those five closes of excellent land called “Huntley Ground” with the Barn and
Barton thereto belonging, containing by admeasurement 12 acres 11 perch (more or less),
and now in the occupation of Mr. John Poole, tenant thereof. And also all that close of
Meadow adjoining called " Comb Hayes" containing two acres and a Piece of land allotted
thereto on Bawled Down containing 17 perch in the occupation of Mr. John Apse as tenant
thereof.

Lot 4 - All those two cottages or dwelling-houses with the garden and orchard thereto
belonging called “Dusters” containing 1 acre 3 rod (more or less) and now in the occupation
of Eli Pearce and George Perm, as tenants thereof.
Lot 1 except a close containing a quarter of an acre (more or less), is parcel of the Manor of
Chardstock and held by copies of Court Roll for four good lives, aged respectively 42, 15, 11,
9 and lots 2 and 3 for four good lives aged respectively, 42, 13,11, 9. Lot 4 and the quarter of
an acre of orchard above referred to, and included in Lot 1, are freehold.
The farms are considerably under let. No increase of rent has been made for many years.
N.B. - The lands may be enfranchised under the Copyholder Enfranchisement Act upon the
termination of the lease of the manor to the present Lord Farmer, which has only about six
years to run.
For viewing the lots apply to the respective tenants, and for further particulars, at the office of
Messrs. Domed and Canning, Solicitors, Chard. June 19th 1865
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 30.6.1865
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1865 - BEAMINSTER PETTY SESSIONS
William House was charged by P C Trowbridge with allowing two donkeys to stray on the
highway ay Chardstock on the 30th August. He admitted the offence. Fined 2s and costs.
George Clarke was charged with a like offence of leaving a horse to stray on the highway at
Coaxdon, Chardstock on the 2nd July. P C Trowbridge proved the case. Fined 1s and costs
10s. To be paid in a month or fourteen days’ hard labour.
Source: Bridport News 2.9.1865
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1865 - ECCLESIASTICAL INTELLIGENCE
The Bishop of Salisbury has appointed the Rev. Charles Woodcock, incumbent of
Chardstock, Dorset to succeed the Rev Robert Sparke Hutchins, who has removed into the
Wiltshire part of the diocese as one of the rural deans in Dorset.
Source: Devizes & Wiltshire Gazette 19.10.1865
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1865 - A WIFE BEATER
On Monday last [16th October] John Baston of Titherleigh, Chardstock, pig and cheese
dealer, was bought up before the county justices for brutal treatment and threatening the life
of his wife, Maria, who exhibited articles of the peace against him. The particular charge
against him was only one of a long continued series of attacks upon her. He was ordered to
enter into recognizances in £50 and two sureties in £25 each to keep the peace for six
months, but no sureties being forthcoming, he was committed to Dorchester gaol for that
period unless in the meantime he can procure sureties
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 20.10.1865
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1865 - SHEEP STEALING AT CHARDSTOCK

Two newspaper reports.
On Wednesday last [20th September] William Payne, cattle dealer, of Axminster, was
charged before C. W. Loveridge Esq. with stealing a lamb, the property of Mr. Apsey, of Axe
Farm, Chardstock, on Tuesday. It appeared that prisoner purchased six two-teeth wethers of
Mr. George Reader, yeoman, of Hawkchurch and that about the middle of the day he was
returning with them and a lamb belonging to Mr. Apsey to Axminster, through Mr. Apsey's
baritone, where there is public roadway. The lamb and one of the others ran back a
considerable distance and prisoner followed them and after getting back his own pursued
Mr. Apsey's lamb and was about to drive it off, but the stepson of prosecutor claimed it and
pointed out the marks of identity. Prisoner still claimed it declaring that he had bought and
paid for it. Mr. Apsey was then called out and he claimed the lamb, but prisoner still insisted
that he had bought and paid for it. In the mean time the stepson ran into the field through
which prisoner had passed and missed lamb. After abusing prosecutor prisoner went on
without the lamb. Prisoner was utterly unable give any satisfactory account of his conduct
and was committed for trial, but was subsequently bailed out.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 28.9.1865
..................................
William Payne, on bail, was charged with stealing a wether lamb, value 35s, the property of
Robert Apsey at Chardstock on the 19th September. Mr Ffooks prosecuted and Mr Collins
defended the prisoner.
The case had scarcely opened when it transpired that on the day in question the prisoner
had purchased some sheep and was driving them from one place to another when a stray
wether lamb got amongst his flock without his knowledge and was identified by the
prosecutor with whom a dispute took place. It being very manifest that there was no
felonious intent, the case broke down at once and the prisoner was discharged.
Source: Bridport News 21.10.1865
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1865 - BEAMINSTER PETTY SESSIONS
Thomas Pearce, was charged by P.C. Trowbridge with being drunk and disorderly at
Chardstock on the 7th October. Defendant was not in attendance and in his absence
complainant proved the case, which took place about half-past eight o’clock in the evening
of the above day near to the Vicarage house. The attention of the officer was called to the
defendant, who was drunk and using very bad language to Woodcock, his family and
others and conducted himself in a very riotous manner. He also abused the witness. Mr
Gundry thought this an aggravated case, and Supt. McHale said the defendant was a local
preacher and when he got drunk kicked up a row in the street. Having been previously
convicted for a similar offence he was fined 28s and 12s costs, or one month’s hard labour.
Source: Bridport News 28.10.1865
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1865 - BEAMINSTER PETTY SESSIONS
Robert Dimens, Chardstock, labourer, was summoned by Benjamin Hiley of the same
place for assaulting him on the 21st September last, by throwing him off a rick. The Bench
thought that both parties were to blame and dismissed the case.
Source: Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser 22.11.1865

.......................................................................................................................................................................
1865 - SALE OF BAKEHOUSE, CHARDSTOCK
To be let, with immediate possession, a good bakehouse, garden and roomy premises
attached. Rent moderate. No resident baker within three miles. For rent and particulars,
apply to Mrs Fowler, the owner, Chardstock or at the Gazette office, Exeter.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 15.12.1865
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1866 - ST. ANDREW’S COLLEGE, CHARDSTOCK
Extract from an advertisement for Lincoln Grammar School
Master of Lower School Mr J Scourse, late of St. Andrew’s College, Chardstock.
Source: Lincoln Chronicle 19.1.1866
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1866 - A BEAST
A correspondent of a contemporary says that one day last week a labourer on Woonton
Farm ate one pound and a quarter of raw beef for his breakfast.
Source: Western Gazette 1866
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1866 - St. ANDREW’S COLLEGE, CHARDSTOCK
Three miles from Chard Road Station and four miles from Axminster on the London and
South-Western Railway.
Warden:
Head Master:
Second Master:
Mathematics:
English Master:
French:
Gymnastics and Fencing:
Vocal Music:
Drawing:
Drill:
Dame:
Housekeeper:

Rev Charles Woodcock M.A. student of Christ Church, Oxford
Rev. Francis Allen M.A. Exeter College, Oxford
J B Powell Esq. B.A. Exeter College, Oxford
Mr Guppy C.M. Training College, Exeter
Mr Fox, Training College, York
Mons Warmuth
Mr W French
Messrs. Powell and Guppy
Mr Newberry
Sergeant Blake
Mrs Weldon
Mrs Dark

The College has been established to supply a sound Church of England Education at the
lowest possible rate. The terms are so arranged as just to meet the current expenses and
to supply good masters.
Terms (Paid in Advance) 50 Guineas per Annum. Board and Education &c. &c. £13 2s 6d
per Quarter, including Washing, Gymnasium, Cricket Ground, Hot and River Baths &c.
Referee: Captain H Luke Robinson, 48, Clarendon Road Villas, Bayswater, London W.
Entrance Fee - Two Guineas

Source: Army and Navy Gazette 24.2.1866 and 12.5.1866
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1866 - REV. J G BRINE
The Rev James G Brine R.D. Fellow of St. John’s College, Oxford, chaplain to the British
residents in Wiesbaden, has been appointed by the Sovereign Duke of Nassau English
tutor to the young Princes. Mr Brine is perpetual curate of All Saints, Chardstock.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 27.2.1866
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1866 - A SWAIN AND HIS TRUE LOVE
Not long ago a young swain and the object of his true love were for some time placed in a
very awkward position. A marriage license had been obtained that the two might be made
one at the altar of a church not a hundred miles from Axminster. A fly and pair was ordered
and proceeded to the house of the young lady and the wedding party was driven oft to the
parish church with all speed. They arrived in due time, but the bridegroom, who came from
the neighbourhood of Chardstock, had forgotten to bring the license! What was to be done?
A messenger was dispatched in hot haste to get the forgotten license; but when he returned
with the license the minister had begun to read the morning service. Here was another
impediment. The fear was that the service would not be over before the clock struck 12! The
party waited in suspense that may be imagined; but service was got through and the
marriage ceremony was finished just before 12, and the now made happy pair went back to
their home man and wife
Source: Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser 28.2.1866
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1866 - POLICING IN CHARDSTOCK
Extract from the County Constabulary:
The chief constable has brought under the consideration of your committee a proposal for
transferring the parishes of Wambrook and Chardstock in the Bridport division of this county
to the petty sessional division of Chard, in the county of Somerset, for police purposes. The
committee strongly recommend the alteration as advisable; and, as they understand it is the
opinion of the justices of the petty sessional division of Chard, as well as of the justices of
the Bridport division, that such alteration should take place, the committee recommend that
the transfer should be carried into effect under the provisions of the Acts 3 and 4 Vic, cap.
68, and and 22 Vic, cap. 68.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 5.4.1866
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1866 - CHARD PETTY SESSIONS
Samuel Perham of Chardstock for stealing some alder rails from a coppice of Mr Isaac
Deane in Chard was fined £2, including the value and costs.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 13.4.1866
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1866 - BEAMINSTER PETTY SESSIONS
Appointment of Overseers:
Parish of Chardstock: William Wale and E L Seward

Source: Sherborne Mercury 17.4.1866
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1866 - BUILDING A SCHOOL AT BEWLEY DOWN
Mr. Charles Woodcock, the talented son of the esteemed vicar of Chardstock, having
undertaken to build schoolroom at Bewley Down, a rather wild district of the parish of
Chardstock, gave a reading here on Tuesday evening last in aid of the fund. The assemblyroom of the George Inn was well filled. The subjects chosen were, "Mr. Bob Sawyer's
Evening Party," Dickens ; " Poems in the Dorset dialect," Barnes " Thrilling scenes in Dixie,"
Artemus Ward " Scene from Lewis Arundel," Smedley; "Selections from the life of Lord
Dundreary," all of which he disposed of in a masterly manner. His make-up as "an old
woman from Bewley Down," in which character he sang two appropriate songs, was capital
and not less droll was his “Lecture in English history, related musically." He was assisted
by Mr. J. G. Tetley, and Mr. J. B. Powell, of Chardstock school, the former of whom gave two
or three brief but laughable stories in the Devonshire dialect. He also accompanied Mr.
Woodcock on the pianoforte, as well as Mr. Powell, who sang " The Bailiff's daughter" and
other songs with considerable taste. The entertainment gave great satisfaction.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 27.4.1866
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1866 - COUNTY SESSIONS
Robert Aplin of Wambrook was charged with having deficient weights. Defendant pleaded
guilty and said the weights were bought new and he did not know they were wrong. The
curate of the parish sent a good character of this defendant. Fined 1s and 12s costs, the
Chairman remarking that he was afraid it would take away good deal of the profits of his
shop. Defendant said it was more than he ever took.
John Apsey was similarly charged. He lived at Hook Mill and sent a letter pleading guilty.
Fined 1s and 11s 6d costs.
Thomas Forcey of Chardstock was similarly summoned. Defendant pleaded guilty. Supt.
McHale said this was a bad case. One 1 lb weight was 12 drachma short and he had never
brought his weights to be adjusted. Mr Gundry told defendant he ought to be ashamed of
himself. He was cheating his neighbours. Defendant said the weights were not used and
were not his. Fined £1 and 11s 6d costs, or 14 days' imprisonment. Allowed a fortnight to
pay.
Source: Bridport News 12.5.1866
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1866 - CHARDSTOCK ACCIDENT
On Monday last [7th May] last a boy about fourteen or fifteen years of age, son of Mr Perham,
keeper of the turnpike gate at Tytherleigh, was thrown from a horse belonging to his master,
Mr Ellett, butcher, and was seriously injured, being rendered for some time insensible and
having his head cut open. He was taken into the house of Mr Blake, the drill sergeant of St.
Andrew's College, Chardstock and the Rev C. Woodcock immediately had a carriage made
ready by which the boy was conveyed to his home. Mr Woodcock then sent for Mr Spicer,
surgeon, of Chard, who was soon in attendance and rendered every necessary surgical aid.
Source: Bridport News 12.5.1866
.......................................................................................................................................................................

1866 - CHARD PETTY SESSIONS
Catherine Loud, wife of James Loud of Chardstock, cattle dealer, was summoned for
conveying 103 hoofs of calves along the public road at Chard on the 28th April without being
covered. Fined £1 and costs.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 18.5.1866
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1866 - CHARDSTOCK - HALF-YEARLY RENT AUDIT
Right Hon. Lord Henley held his half-yearly rent audit at the George Inn in this village on
Wednesday last [17th May]. There was a very large attendance of his lordship’s tenantry.
After the financial business had been gone through, the company sat down to an excellent
dinner, which was served in capital style by the worthy host. Lord Henley occupied the chair,
the steward, R Wale Esq. filling the vice-chair. After the loyal toasts, the health of Lord
Henley was proposed and was received with loud cheers. The President, in acknowledging
the toast, expressed the interest he took in everything connected with the welfare of his
tenantry and congratulated them upon their immunity from the dreaded cattle plague which
had decimated so many herds in the country. The health of the Rev. C. Woodcock was
enthusiastically drunk. The rev. suitably returned thanks. The health of R. Wale Esq. the
respected steward, was also warmly received by the company, who spent very pleasant
afternoon.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 31.5.1866
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1866 - DORSETSHIRE MIDSUMMER QUARTER SESSIONS 3rd JULY, 1866
NOTICES OF MOTIONS.
Joseph Gundry, Esq., to move the two following resolutions: 1. That the Parishes of
Wambrook and Chardstock in the Bridport Division of this County be transferred for Police
purposes from the said Bridport Division to the Chard Division of the County of Somerset,
and that such arrangement be carried into effect under the provisions of the Acts and Vie,
cap. 88, and 21 and 22 Vie., cap. OS. 2.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 14.6.1866
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1866 - CHARDSTOCK - HALF-YEARLY RENT AUDIT
The half-yearly rent audit of J. C. Langdon, Esq., Parrock's Lodge. Chard, was held on
Wednesday last [14th June], as usual, at the Tytherleigh Arms Inn. After business a dinner,
provided in Mrs. Follett's usual style of excellence, was enjoyed by more than twenty of the
tenantry. The chair was occupied by Mr. Lukin of the respected firm of Messrs. Salter, Clarke
and Lukin of Chard, the stewards of the estate, and the vice-chair by Mr. Stoodley of
Branscombe. The usual healths were proposed and drunk - the health of Mr. and Mrs.
Langdon being received, as it invariably is, with every indication of the respect and
appreciation with which they are universally regarded.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 21.6.1866
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1866 - ROBERT POPE (CHARDSTOCK) v WILLIAM GILLARD (COMBE ST. NICHOLAS)
£2 1s for a calf sold. Mr. Paull for plaintiff. Defendant pleaded payment in full on the day of
the purchase. This plaintiff denied. Defendant and his son both deposed to the payment,
which plaintiff stoutly denied and called two persons to substantiate his denial. His Honour

said that the onus of the proof of payment remained for defendant and that if the amount had
been paid as stated, the two witnesses for plaintiff must have seen it, which they denied.
Defendant must pay the amount again.
Source: Western Gazette 29.6.1866
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1866 - COUNTY PETTY SESSIONS
John Wheadon for allowing his horse to stray at Wambrook on the 8th June was fined 1s
and costs 11s.
Daniel Brownsell for allowing three donkeys to stray on the highway at Chardstock on 5th
June was fined 1s and 11s costs.
Charles Huish for allowing his donkey to stray on the highway at Chardstock on the 15th May
was fined 1s and costs 7s.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 10.7.1866
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1866- BRIDPORT HIGHWAY BOARD
A meeting of this Board took place at the Bull Hotel on Wednesday 8th August 1866. The
Surveyor reported that in the parish of Chardstock the road near the village was some years
since widened and now the sides gave way and slipped into the road and that the
inhabitants wished a wall to be built to prevent further slips. He estimated the cost at about
£20. It was ordered to be done.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 14.8.1866
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1866 - CHARD PETTY SESSIONS
At the sessions held on 13th August James Fowler, labourer, and Walter French, tailor,
both of Chardstock, were summoned for stealing 14 partridge's eggs out of the nest on land
the occupation of Messrs. Fowler at Ford Grange, Thorncombe on the 28th July. The
prosecutor (W. H. Evans, Esq.) did not wish to press this case severely and instead of fining
them 5s for every egg, they were ordered to pay the nominal sum of three half-pence each,
with the costs.
Source; Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 17.8.1866
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1866 - HISTRIONIC RAMBLER’S CLUB
The members of the above club have consented, by special request, to give a theatrical
entertainment at the Assembly Rooms, George Hotel, Chard on Thursday evening next [4th
October]. We understand that C. A. J. Woodcock, Esq., and J. G. Tetley Esq. of Chardstock
will take prominent parts on the occasion. Some excellent music will be introduced and
altogether the entertainment bids fair to be a decided success and to insure "good house."
Source: Sherborne Mercury 25.9.1866
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1866 - CHARDSTOCK HARVEST THANKSGIVING
A church service under this name was held at Chardstock on Tuesday last [2nd October],

and a merry and wise Tuesday Chardstock had of it, originating, we believe, in the
enterprise, generosity and kindness of Rev. Rector Woodcock.
At the entrance of the village a "triumphal arch" was erected, which supported a flag bearing
on the one side the motto "Live and Let Live," and on the other " Peace and Prosperity." As
these are, thank Heaven, the piping times of peace, the fife and drum band enhanced the
holiday spirit of the day by piping away. The Rev. Mr. Davidson preached an excellent and
appropriate sermon at the recently renovated parish church of St. Andrews, which was
crowded with a harvest thanksgiving congregation, almost as numerous as the procession
which preceded the service. This was the grace before the one o'clock meat dinner, which
was held in the College school-room and no doubt each guest felt in a Christian spirit from
the effect thereof, just as old Cobbett used to say, " I'll defy you to agitate a man with his belly
full of bread, beer, and bacon." A bountiful tea to the labouring folks, women and children,
and a display of fireworks, brought a very happy day to a very happy close. We ought not to
omit to say that worthy Mr. Farmer Bently's gift of bread, cheese and cider proved most
acceptable and enjoyable.
Source: Western Times 5.10.1866
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1866 - CHARD, CREWKERNE, AND ILMINSTER LABOURERS' FRIEND SOCIETY
Extracts of article The thirty-fourth annual meeting of this society was held at the Town-hall, Chard, on
Thursday, 11th October 1866 and was largely attended.
The Rev W. T. Elton, one of the honorary secretaries, read the report, which referred to the
condition of labourers' cottages and expressed hope that they would be considerably
improved. It also showed that the building of cottages might be made a very profitable
investment in districts where stone and wood were plentiful and exhibited the benefits to be
derived from the proper cultivation of the allotments according to the rules of the society. It
also spoke of the damage done to farm lands and gardens in the country by game;
contained an expression of opinion that the rent of the allotments ought not to be so high;
and referred to the want of co-operation on the part of the yeomen, who were deeply
interested in the welfare of all such associations.
Chardstock: Allotments in excellent order; 13 disqualified by excessive cultivation of
potatoes; several allotments nearly equal
Source: Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1866 - A LISTING OF THE CLERGY
Extract from the listing:
Rev J B Winter B.D. graduate of Cambridge; at present head master of St. Andrew’s
College, Chardstock.
Source: Royal Cornwall Gazette 22.11.1866
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1866- BEAMINSTER PETTY SESSIONS
Charles Burnett was summoned for unlawfully removing three heifers from the outside of
Dorset to Chardstock within the county. He had a permit signed by two farmers, but not by a
magistrate. Defendant said he understood his permit was properly signed. Fined 1s and

11s 6d costs.
Source: Sherborne Mercury 27.11.1866
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1866 - CHARDSTOCK RENT AUDIT
On Wednesday last [12th December] J. S. Lukin, Esq., (Clarke and Lukin) held the halfyearly rent audit of John Churchill Langdon of Parrock's Lodge at the Titherleigh Inn,
Chardstock, when hostess Follett, as is her wont, placed ample repast of the best quality on
her boards and here again the steward presided over a contented tenantry, who drank the
healths of Mr and Mrs Langdon and family with every demonstration of genuine good
feeling. The health of the steward was also received with a hearty good will and his
responses were followed by loudly expressed plaudits.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 15.12.1866
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1867 - BEAMINSTER PETTY SESSIONS
Monday 13th January 1867;- Joel Evans of Chardstock was summoned by Mr. Abraham
Bentley of Chardstock charging him with feloniously stealing one ash tree, value 1s. Mr.
Bentley not wishing to press the case, this cold winter day, it was dismissed.
Source: Western Gazette 18.1.1867
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1867 - ECCLESIASTICAL APPOINTMENT
The Rev George Hugh Bourne B.C.L., Christchurch College, Oxford has been appointed
Head Master and Subwarden of St. Andrew’s College, Chardstock.
Source: Illustrated News 9.2.1867
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1867 - CAPTURE OF PHILLIPS
Two reports of the same event.
Our Exeter and other friends will be glad to learn that this notorious genius has got to the
end of his tether and is in limbo at last. Phillips appears to have courted capture, for he has
never left the neighbourhood, but seen playing the game of the moth and the candle until he
has burnt his wings and can fly no more. He would seem to have been more than foolhardy
and to have taken a sort of swaggering pride in sailing as close to the dangerous bluecoated wind as possible and it is said he has passed constables disguised (Phillips, and
not the C.C.s) in a smock frock and slouched hat and last week was regaled with cider by a
tradesman in South-street.
As a clever jockey he had successfully jockeyed those by whom he was " wanted," but last
Saturday night [9th February] brought his gallop to a standstill. Sergt. Gunn had never
entirely lost the scent of Mr. Jeremy Jockey, although sometimes it proved a cold one and
difficult to follow. The scent was very warm on Saturday and hot in the evening. Sergt. Gunn
had communicated with the Somerset and Dorset Police and a meeting was arranged to
take place at the Titherleigh Inn, in the parish of Chardstock, on the night stated. Sergts.
Gunn (Axmiuster), Hitch (Dorset), Ashman (Ilminster), and Burridge (Chard), with some
constables were present and they followed up Sergt. Gunn's scent until they came to a
lonely cottage, occupied by a man called Samuel Chick, a labourer.

The cottage was surrounded and admission demanded by Sergts. Gunn and Burridge.
Chick opened the (locked) door and denied that Phillips was in the house. This answer
would, of course, not do for the Sergeants, who entered, and ran down their quarry in an
upstairs room. Phillips, hearing the noise down stairs, had taken off his boots and was
ready for a clear and noiseless start, having slept all day so as to be fresh for the night's
“bolt.” He had a bolt - two, in fact, for they were handbolts; and he had a start also, but it was
to Ilminster Gaol.
Source: Western Times 12.2.1867
...........................................
Capture of a swindler
The excitement that has prevailed of late with reference to the prisoner Phillips, who
escaped from the custody of the police at Chard about a month ago, has now subsided, the
fellow having been again apprehended.
The police, no doubt, used their utmost exertions to facilitate his capture, although a clever
trick was resorted to by his friends to induce them to believe that he had left the country.
From private enquiry made by Sergt. Ashman, at Axminster and the neighbourhood, he was
led to suspect that the fugitive was secreted in one of three cottages under Titherleigh Hill,
in the parish of Chardstock, Dorset.
The sergeant therefore made arrangements with Sergeants Gunn and Hitch, of the Devon
and Dorset County Police, to meet him near the Titherleigh Inn, with some constables, to
assist in searching for the delinquent. The officers and their men were promptly on the spot
and mustering about 12 in all, they proceeded to a dwellinghouse in an isolated spot
occupied by a labourer named Chick. The premises having been surrounded by the
constables, Sergeant Ashman and Acting-Sergeant Burridge gained admittance and
enquired for Phillips, whose presence Chick stoutly denied.
The sergeant then proceeded to search and discovered the fugitive standing near a
bedroom window, ready for jump, but probably afraid to venture. The sergeant, on searching
him, found a railway time-table for the present month and the address of a passage-broker
at Plymouth from which it is inferred that the man intended to sail as soon as he could
procure sufficient funds, which were being raised at several factories in the vicinity of Chard.
He was conveyed to Ilminster police-station, where he is awaiting examinations on several
new charges.
Source: Somerset County Gazette 16.2.1867
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1867 - ECCLESIASTICAL APPOINTMENT
Henry Edward Hodson B.A. Worcester College, Oxford licensed to the curarcy of
Chardstock, Dorset.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 21.3.1867
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1867 - CHARD - BOROUGH POLICE COURT
Monday 18th March:- Mr. Robert Duckett of Chardstock and Mr. Charles Scott of Stockland
were charged with a breach of the Bye-Laws of the Borough by riding furiously in Holyroodstreet on the afternoon of the 4th March instant. It appears they were going home from

Chard market on the afternoon in question, each of them on horseback, when they
determined on having a race and on going through Holyrood-street at a terrific pace,
knocked down a child, and injured it very much. Duckett said his horse started and he lost
all control over it. Mr. Scott merely followed him. His Worship convicted both defendants
and fined them 2s 6d each and expenses 9s, which they immediately paid.
Western Gazette 22.3.1867
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1867 - BRIDPORT DIVISIONAL PETTY SESSIONS
Appointment of Overseers:
Parish of Chardstock: Joseph Wall and Joseph Corr
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 11.4.1867
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1867 - LADY-DAY VESTRY MEETING
On Wednesday, the 27th March the usual Lady-day vestry was held in this parish. The
meeting was adjourned to the George Inn, Rev C. Woodcock vicar took the chair.
The following officers were appointed : Mr William Miller, and Mr Adam Bently churchwardens.
Mr Joseph Wale and Mr Joseph Corr overseers.
Mr John Baker was re-elected assistant overseer.
Mr Robert Wale waywarden.
Mr John Cox Bently and Mr Richard Deane guardians.
After the business, about twenty partook of dinner which was well served. The afternoon
was spent very pleasantly. Several gentlemen from Axminster joined the company.
Source: Bridport News 13.4.1867
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1867 - REGISTRAR GENERAL’S QUARTERLY RETURN
Figures for Chardstock:
Births 30, deaths 28.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 3.5.1867
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1867 - CHARDSTOCK INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL
WANTED, immediately, a thorough LAUNDRESS in a large establishment, where plenty of
help is given. Age, not less than 30. Also, at Midsummer, a MATRON for a Girls' Industrial
School. Must understand all housework and be able to cut out and make dresses. Former
schoolmistresses are recommended to apply. Age, about 40.
Any clergyman or lady knowing of suitable persons to fill either of the above situations will
confer a great favour by writing at once to Miss M. Woodcock, The Vicarage, Chardstock.
SITUATIONS required for ORPHAN BOYS as Pages. Address Miss M. Woodcock, The
Vicarage, Chardstock.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 16.5.1867

.......................................................................................................................................................................
1867 - CHILDREN DESERTION
Mr Samuel Griffin, relieving officer of Axminster, summoned Samuel Whynne for leaving his
three children chargeable to the parish of Chardstock. Defendant was sent to Dorchester
gaol for a fortnight.
Source: Western Times 25.6.1867
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1867 - LAMBERT CASTLE RACES
Extract from report of meeting held on Thursday 20th June 1867:
The thanks of the public are due to Mr. John Bently, of Fordwater, Chardstock, upon whom
appeared to devolve the multifarious duties of committee, clerk, and all the rest combined.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 27.6.1867
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1867 - CHARD - BOROUGH POLICE COURT
26th June:- Robert Bright, farmer, of Chardstock was summoned by the borough police for
being drunk and disorderly in High-street at one o’clock on the morning of Tuesday the 18th
June. He had been personally served with the summons, but in consequence of its been
made out as for "John” Bright instead of Robert, he did not appear. He offered the
policeman a sovereign to make up the matter. Adjourned until Monday next.
Source: Somerset County Gazette 29.6.1867
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1867 - POLICE COURT - TRANSFER OF PARISHES
The Clerk of the Peace laid before the Court a letter received from the Clerk of the Peace for
Somersetshire, accompanying an order of sessions of that county as to the terms on which
the removal of the parishes of Wambrook and Chardstock from the county of Dorset to the
county of Somerset, for police purposes, could be effected.
Chief Constable's Office, Glastonbury, April 16th, 1867
Sir, At the spring sessions I was directed to communicate through you to the Clerk of the
Peace for Dorset what would be the annual expenses for maintaining two constables in the
above parishes, in the event of their being transferred to the county of Somerset for police
purposes. I was also directed to ascertain what would be the expense to be borne by each
parish in proportion to population. As regards the first question, the cost maintaining two
second-class constables would amount annually to £112; and, as I find from enquiry that
the following is the population of those two parishes viz.: Chardstock 1,464, Wambrook 286,
the former parish would have to contribute annually the sum of £93 13s. 11d and the latter
£18 6s. Id.
Valentine Goold, Chief Constable of Somerset.
Edwin Lovell, Esq., Clerk of the Peace, Wells.
The Chairman observed that the difference between the two Courts was this - they in Dorset
maintained that the county of Somerset must send from time to time a bill of costs and this
the county of Dorset must pay. They must order the respective parishes to make this
payment; there was no doubt about that, The Act of Parliament was perfectly clear on the
question of payment of constables.

The Act of Parliament which describes contracts that had been made, did not allow a
contract for police constables, therefore he (the Chairman) held that their course was quite
simple. If these two parishes went to Somerset, that county 'must send in quarter by quarter
a bill of costs, which bill the county of Dorset would apportion between the two parishes
according to their population and, having so apportioned the expenses, they could make a
rate on them; the treasurer of this county would receive the money and would pay the sum
demanded by the county of Somerset to the treasurer of that county.
On the other hand the county of Somerset said they were to send in estimate and they now
required the county of Dorset to send them £112 a year. He (the Chairman) found from
information he had obtained that it cost the parishes now something about £103. The
difference was not material but still it showed they were not so extravagant as some people
supposed they were.
But now came another part of the question - supposing the Court considered the law of the
Court of Somerset and agreed to send in a bill of costs under the 2nd and 3rd of Victoria it
would be necessary to make a contract for the prisoners sent to their gaol: that could be
done by a contract under 21 and 27 Vic, c. 68. The Court, therefore, would see this was not a
very simple matter - a matter that could not be done simply by the transfer of Wambrook and
Chardstock to the county of Somerset. It occurred to him whether it would not be far be better
to drop it altogether. (Hear, hear.) He (the chairman) should be inclined to say to the
magistrates of the Beaminster division as he said to the Wimborne magistrates some time
ago - why not hold occasional petty sessions either at Wambrook or Chardstock whichever
place affords the best accommodation? There was no reason in the world, if the
magistrates found it convenient, why they should not hold a petty sessions at one or other of
these places, just as the Wimborne magistrates held a sitting occasionally at Cranborne,
so as to get rid entirely of this question of law between the two counties and to avoid the
necessity of making contracts for all prisoners who were sent by those two parishes to the
Somerset County Gaol. (Hear, hear.) He suggested that the magistrates of the Bridport
division should be consulted upon the fair possibility of holding a petty session, such as the
Wimborne magistrates held at Cranborne; and he hoped before Christmas they would have
the advantage of the assistance of their now chief constable, Colonel Cox, who he trusted
would soon qualify as a magistrate for the county. (Applause)
With the number of magistrates who lived between Beaminster and the borders of the
county, there could be no difficulty in holding a petty session in one of these two places.
They knew that Mr. Lambert did not live far off and there was Capt. Bragge, Mr. Loveridge
and others residing near. If they thought it advisable to try the experiment he would
recommend that they adjourned the further discussion of this question until Michaelmas, to
give time to the Bridport magistrates to consider the subject and to ascertain whether they
were agreeable to the proposal. (Hear, hear.)
The Rev. G. Pickard-Cambridge : You mean them to have a little private court of them own,
my lord. (Laughter.)
Mr. W. C. Lambert wished just to make one observation on this matter, namely, that he
hoped it would not be a special session. He remarked that when a special session was
opened at Cranborne, the magistrates' clerk required extra salary for extra work. Now the
question was, would they not, in the present case, be a “penny wise and a pound foolish" if
the clerk of Beaminster district required extra salary for attending petty sessions at
Wambrook or Chardstock ?

The Chairman said that one of the circumstances that led to this discussion at all was the
very heavy charges upon the county for taking prisoners to Chard and bringing them to
Dorchester again. It was in the endeavour to save the county this expense that the
arrangement was proposed. It could not be expected that a clerk would go to petty sessions
without being paid for it. (Hear, hear.) He really believed when the Court came to look into
the matter, even if the clerk were paid an extra sum, it would not be such a heavy charge to
the county as might at first be imagined. If the Bridport magistrates were consulted, the
Court would be able to see what could be done at the next sessions. He proposed therefore
" That the further discussion of this matter be adjourned to the Michaelmas Sessions."
The motion was agreed to.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 4.7.1867
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1867 - COMMITTED TO DORSET COUNTY PRISON
Daniel Brownsell, ill-treating a mare at Chardstock - 14 days hard labour.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 12.9.1867
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1867 - BRIDPORT SPECIAL COUNTY PETTY SESSIONS.
Monday 2nd December 1867
John Evans, a boy, was charged with stealing a flute from the parish church at Chardstock,
the property of the Rev C. Woodcock.
William Davis, drill instructor at the Chardstock school, said : On the 1st November we were
playing to and from the church, as is our custom. It is usual to leave our instruments in the
porch of the church during the service. On coming out of the church we were a flute short. On
the 21st November I was told that the prisoner had a flute resembling the one we had lost. I
went to the house where the boy was at work (Mr Turner's, shoemaker). I asked him if he
had a flute and he said “yes." I asked him to let me see it. He said it was up at his father’s
house and he would bring it down the next day. I would not wait for that and I went to the
house, where I received the flute from the prisoner’s mother. She said her boy told her that
he had it given to him. It is the same I missed and is the property of the Rev C. Woodcock.
The value of the flute is about 15s.
Henry Larkham, shoemaker, of Chardstock, said : The prisoner works in the same shop as
myself. He brought a flute to the shop and said he had had it given to him by his friends. The
flute produced is the same as the boy had in his possession.
P.C. Trowbridge proved the apprehension of the boy and charging him with stealing the
flute. He said “I told Mr Woodcock I took it from the church porch."
Prisoner pleaded guilty and asked the magistrates to settle the matter. The prisoner was
sentenced to ten days’ imprisonment, and to be afterwards sent to a reformatory for five
years.
Source: Bridport News 7.12.1867
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1867 - CHARDSTOCK - FIRE AT CHURCHILL FARM

A fire broke out in a cottage at Churchill farm on Sunday night between 12 and 1 o’clock, by
which the cottage and all its contents was totally destroyed. The cottage was in the
occupation of a man named Gillingham, who had a very narrow escape of being burnt, as
the roof fell in just as they were out. There was no time to save even the clothing. The fire is
supposed to have arisen from some ashes taken out on fire. The cottage, which is the
property of Mr Genge, was insured in the Sun office.
Source : Bridport News 14.12.1867
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1867 - DORSET PETTY SESSIONS
17th December 1867
Samuel Whynne of Chardstock was summoned by relieving officer Griffin for leaving three
children chargeable to the parish of Chardstock. One month’s imprisonment in Dorchester
gaol.
Source: Dorset County Chronicle 19.12.1867
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1868 - CHARD PETTY SESSIONS
Monday 13th January 1868
Robert Isaac Deem, shoemaker and beerhouse keeper, of Chardstock, was summoned by
Caroline Bowditch, of the same place, a married woman, for indecently assaulting her on
the 25th of November last, and also on the 2nd inst. Mr. Paull appeared for the defendant.
The case lasted a considerable time and at its conclusion the bench decided to commit the
defendant, who reserved his defence, for trial at the next Dorchester assizes. Bail was
accepted
Source: Western Gazette 17.1.1868
.......................................
DORSET LENT ASSIZES
The calendar at present contains the names of the following prisoners: Included in the list is
Robert Isaac Dean (sic), assault with intent &c at Chardstock.
Source: Bridport News 29.2.1868
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1868 - CLERICAL APPOINTMENT - ST. ANDREW’S SCHOOL
We are gratified in being able to state that the Rev. Thomas Beaufort Tylecote, B.A., of
Queens’ College, Oxford, and son of the Rev. T. Tylecote of Marston has been appointed to
a second mastership of St. Andrew’s College, Chardstock.
Source: Bedfordshire Times & Independent 25.1.1868
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1868 - CHARD COUNTY COURT - BATSTONE v GAGE
William Batstone (Yarcombe) v John Gage (Faraway Marsh, Chardstock).
£1 4s 2d, for goods and county court expenses. The debt was admitted and judgement
entered for plaintiff, payable by instalments of 3s a month. Plaintiff, who seemed to be
suffering from an affection of the lungs, as well as from extreme nervousness, was so
overcome as be obliged to be supported in a chair and was unable to give evidence or even
to speak. His wife, however, was with him and he was removed by her with assistance.

Source: Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1868 - PETTY SESSIONS
Wednesday 11th March 1868
Thomas Chubb of Chardstock, Dorset, nurseryman, was charged with stealing a purse, one
half-crown, four florins and one shilling, the property of William Webber. Mrs. Mary Webber,
wife of William Webber, said she crossed the Eastern Arcade on Saturday, between one
and two o'clock to Mrs. Grigg's potato standing, which is just outside the Arcade. Her purse
was safe as she crossed the Arcade. After talking with Mrs. Grigg, Mrs. Webber went to her
home in High-street and then immediately missed her purse. After Mrs. Webber had gone,
E. Grigg saw the prisoner pick up something from the ground where Mrs. Webber had
stood and spoke to his mother. Mrs. Grigg saw a purse in Chubb's hand and saw him open
it. She noticed that it contained silver and that Chubb put it in his pocket. He was standing
close to Mrs. Grigg in the market with apple trees for sale. In a few minutes, Mrs. Webber
came back and complained of her loss. Mrs. Grigg told her what she had seen and Mrs.
Webber went to Chubb and said, " I understand you picked up my purse." He said "I haven't
got thy purse”. Mrs. Webber said " I shan't leave you till I see a policeman ; Mrs. Grigg saw
you with the purse and there was silver in it." Chubb then walked off to the yard of the Crown
and Mitre Inn. Mrs. Webber followed him and remained at the door of the yard until P. C.
Witcombe came. Witcombe asked Chubb to give up the purse. Chubb said, "I haven't had a
purse in my hand to-day." Witcombe said, "If you don't give it up, I must search you." Chubb
took from pocket two £5 notes, some gold, two halfcrowns, three florins, two shillings, two
sixpences, a fourpence, saying, " There ! I don't want thy money; I've plenty of my own." Mrs.
Webber pointed to one of the half-crowns and said, " I can swear to that half-crown; its
mine." Chubb then wanted to go away. Witcombe told him he was a prisoner, charged with
stealing Mrs Webber’s purse. Witcombe then examined the place where the trees were
standing and under a piece of tile he found purse and in it two florins and shilling.
Witcombe said, " Here s the purse, you see." Chubb, said "I did not put. there”. Committed
for trial at the assizes and bailed.
Source: Western Gazette 13.3.1868
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1868 - BRIDPORT COUNTY PETTY SESSIONS
Monday 9th March
Eli Hounsell and James Beer were charged with being drunk and riotous at Chardstock on
the 15th February. Defendants pleaded guilty. P.C. Trowbridge said defendants were very
much under the influence of liquor and used very abusive language. He had no other
complaint to make against them. Fined 1s and costs 7s each.
Source: Bridport News 14.3.1868
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1868 - AXMINSTER UNION CONTRACTS
Tender accepted by the Union Guardians on 19th March 1868 for bread for the quarter to the
20th of June at 8d per 4 lb loaf: Chardstock - Mr Harris.
Source: Bridport News 21.3.1868
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1868 - BEAMINSTER PETTY SESSIONS

Thomas Pearce was charged with being drunk and riotous at Chardstock on the 25th
March. Defendant pleaded guilty and asked for leniency. Defendant had been previously
convicted of a similar offence. The Chairman said, according to a letter the Bench had
received, this was a very bad case and defendant would fined fined 40s and costs. No time
allowed, and in default, a month’s imprisonment.
Bridport News 11.4.1868
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1868 - BATH AND WELLS - ORDINATION
Rev John James Irwin D.D. to the Curacy of Chardstock
Source: Bristol Mercury 13.6.1868
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1868 - COUNTY PETTY SESSIONS
Monday 29th June 1868.
Sarah Ann Daw was charged with assaulting Mary Coles, married woman of Hook,
labourer. Mr. Jolliffe defended. Case dismissed.
Daniel Brownsell, for allowing cattle to stray at Chardstock, was fined 10s, costs included.
Source: Western Gazette 3.7.1868
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1868 - NOTES
Can any of our readers enlighten us to the meaning of the following circular, which has just
been circulated in this neighbourhood: - “By the Grace of God, a Retreat intended especially,
but not exclusively, for clergy of the diocese of Sarum, will be held under the sanction of the
Bishop at St Andrew’s College, Chardstock. from the 10th to the 14th of August. The Rev R
M Benson, of Cowley, Oxon has undertaken to conduct it. Clergy desiring to attend are
requested to signify their wish to the vicar, Chardstock, near Chard.
Source: Bridport News 4.7.1868
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1868 - PETTY SESSIONS
Monday 27th July 1868.
John Griffin, yeoman, Chardstock, was summoned by the Excise for keeping a dog without
a license. PC 27 Trowbridge proved the case and stated that on the 4th May last he saw
Griffin and asked him if he had his dog license. He said he had it at home. The constable
asked him to produce it, and on his doing so, it proved to be for the year 1867. Fined 40s,
including costs.
Source: Western Gazette 31.7.1868
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1868 - THE CHARDSTOCK HARVEST HOME
Held last week, passed off with the usual success. The proceedings of the day commenced
with the booming of miniature cannon; flags floated from nearly every house and the
triumphal arches and floral decorations were numerous. Divine service having been
attended, a goodly company adjourned to the School-room for dinner. The Rev. C.
Woodcock presided and Mr. Churchwarden Miller took the vice-chair. At three o'clock there

was a procession consisting of the Crewkerne Band (who took the lead), the clergy, the
school-children with flags, a waggon containing a plough decorated with flowers, a second
waggon containing men supposed to be sowing corn, and various other equipages, all
representing the process of the harvest. The children had tea in the play-ground ; the
labourers and their wives partook of a meat tea in the schoolrooms and a tea was
afterwards provided for the visitors and others. Amusements were afterwards enjoyed in the
college play-ground and there was a display of fireworks in the evening.
Source: Western Gazette 11.9.1868
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1868 - PRIVATE TUITION
A married and experienced Tutor, late Scholar of his College, now Incumbent of a rural
parish in Cornwall, receives Two or Three Flrst-class PUPILS Into his house, to prepare for
the Universities or Public Schools. Reference is permitted the Right Rev Bishop Nixon,
Stresa per Vignolo, Lago Magglore; or to the Warden, St. Andrew’s College, Chardstock.
Chard. The steamer from Bristol to Cornwall greatly facilitates the journey.
Source: Bristol Times & Mirror 12.9.1868
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1868 - CHARD MAGISTERIAL COURT
Monday 21st September 1868
William Hewish of Chardstock was charged by PC Stickland with being drunk and riotous at
Combe St. Nicholas on 7th September. Fined 5s and costs.
Source: Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser 23.9.1868
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1868 - CHARD BOROUGH POLICE COURT
Saturday 10th October 1868
Abraham Chubb of Chardstock was charged by Mr. John Coles, butcher, with having broken
the leg of a dog, his property, on the 3rd inst. The dog, it appears, was fighting with a dog
belonging to the defendant and it was alleged that the latter broke defendant's dog's leg by
beating it in his endeavours to separate the animals, but several witnesses deposed that
defendant only used the lash of his whip, and not the butt end, and that the dog's leg was
probably broken by the wheel of Mr. Coles's cart passing over it. The magistrates
dismissed the case.
Source: Western Gazette 16.10.1868
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1868 - CHARDSTOCK - GAS LIGHTING
This pretty little village was, on Saturday [31st October], lit up with gas. The works were
erected by Mr. Henry Willey of this city [Exeter], gas engineer and contractor. The college,
church and vicarage were brilliantly illuminated and the inhabitants highly pleased.
Everything passed off most successfully.
Source: Western Gazette 3.11.1868
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1868 - BEAMINSTER COUNTY PETTY SESSIONS
Thomas Pearce of Chardstock was charged by PC Trowbridge with being drunk and

riotous at Chardstock. Defendant admitted that he was drinky. Fined 1s and 7s 6d costs.
Source: Bridport News 28.11.1868
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1868 - COMMITTED TO THE DORSET COUNTY PRISON
Elizabeth Cawley stealing carpet bag &c at Chardstock. Three months’ hard labour.
Source: Bridport News 12.12.1868
.......................................................................................................................................................................
BEAMINSTER COUNTY PETTY SESSIONS.
Monday 18th January 1869.
Eli Evans was charged with stealing a smock frock, value 2s 6d, the property of William
Larkham, of Churchill, in the parish of Chardstock. Complainant, a labourer, said last
Thursday he missed a smock frock. He left it in Mrs Priors’ stable, where was working. He
saw it safe about one o’clock in the day. The prisoner was in the stable when he left and he
did not believe there was any one else there. At night he went into the stable for his smock
to put it on, and he found it was gone. He communicated his loss to the police and on the
following evening he saw his property in the hands of the police constable.
PC Trowbridge said, from information he received, he went in search of the prisoner. He
found him in an unoccupied house at Churchill. He charged him with stealing a smock
frock, which he found on him. He took it to the prosecutor, who identified it as his property.
Prisoner told witness it was his father's smock frock and he then took him into custody.
Prisoner elected to be tried by the magistrates and pleaded guilty. In reply to the Bench,
Supt McHale said prisoner had been previously convicted. Sentenced to three months’ hard
labour.
Source: Bridport News 23.1.1869. Also reported briefly in the Western Gazette 22.1.1869
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1869 - PETTY SESSIONS
Tuesday 19th January 1869
Samuel Wynne, labourer of Chardstock, but who did not appear, was summoned by Mr.
Griffin relieving officer for leaving two children, aged respectively 10 and 8, chargeable to the
parish. Defendant had been summoned three times previously. Sentenced to two months'
imprisonment.
Source: Western Times 22.1.1869
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1869 - CHARDSTOCK.
A couple were lately married here and after the ceremony the ringers waylaid them,
expecting to be engaged. Their services being declined, and their interference not wanted,
they tolled one of the bells in disappointment. This doubt jarred upon the ears of the united
pair and a half sovereign was at once sent to the ringers. The tolling immediately ceased
and a peal was rung.
Source: Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser 24.2.1869
.......................................................................................................................................................................

1869 - YARCOMBE - GENTEEL RESIDENCE TO BE LET
To be let by Private Treaty an excellent slated Family Dwelling House called “Moorhayne
House” comprising sitting room, kitchen, scullery, pantry, six bedrooms and all other
necessary offices, with stable, coach-house, stall, good walled garden and about twenty
acres of rich orchard, meadow and arable land situate in the parish of Yarcombe.
Possession can be had from Lady-day next and, if preferred, the house and garden may be
taken without the land.
Good fishing may be obtained near and the Cotley Harriers are kept in the adjoining parish
of Chardstock.
For viewing and further particulars apply to Mr Wale, Court Farm, Chardstock, near Chard.
March 1869
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 5.3.1869
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1869 - COUNTY PETTY SESSIONS
Monday 15th March, 1869
James Clark for allowing his horse to stray on the highway by night at Chardstock was fined
1s and 9d costs.
Source: Western Gazette 19.3.12869
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1869 - AXMINSTER UNION CONTRACTS
Tender accepted by the Union Guardians on 18th March 1869 for Best bread for the quarter
to Midsummer next at five and a quarter pence per 4 lb loaf: Membury and Chardstock Mr Albert Ryall.
Source: Bridport News 20.3.1869
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1869 - RETURNING FROM HONEY MOON
A few days ago a young man of Chardstock who took to himself his wedded wife in a distant
parish, after spending the day right merrily at the house of the father of the bride the married
party and bridesmaid left in a conveyance kindly lent by a worthy parishioner for the day's
occasion.
While crossing Baalay Down the horse unfortunately shied at some object in the hedge and
ran off carrying the shafts only of the conveyance with him, but throwing the bridegroom out
upon a thorn bush, which seriously scratched his face. The bride and bridesmaid had to
make the best of their way on foot to Chardstock, while the bridegroom and driver went in
search of the horse, which they at length found about three miles from the scene of the
catastrophe, with its legs very much cut and bruised. The bridegroom was too much
otherwise occupied to toll the church bell on this occasion, as he did rather too readily on a
recent marriage of other parties for a less cause.
Source: Western Times 16.4.1869
.......................................................................................................................................................................

1869 - BRIDPORT COUNTY PETTY SESSIONS
Appointment of the overseers of the respective parishes of the division. For Chardstock
those selected were Mr William Marks and Mr Benjamin Miller.
Source: Bridport News 17.4.1869
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1869 - AXMINSTER GUARDIANS OF THE POOR
The newly-elected Board included Mr John Bentley and Mr Richard Dean as guardians for
the parish of Chardstock.
Source: Western Times 20.4.1869
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1869 - BEAMINSTER COUNTY PETTY SESSIONS
Monday 19th April 1869
Isaac Bond, a labourer of Chardstock, was brought up charged with stealing meat from a
butcher's cart on Saturday evening last and was sentenced to 21 days' imprisonment.
Source: Western Gazette 23.4.1869
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1869 - ECCLESIASTICAL APPOINTMENT
The Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Salisbury has conferred upon the Rev. Charles
Woodcock, Clerk, M.A.. Vicar of Chardstock, Dorset, the Prebend of North Grantham,
anciently founded in the Cathedral Church of Salisbury, rendered vacant by the death of the
Rev. John David Hastings, Clerk, the last Prebendary thereof. Mr. Woodcock was duly
installed at the Cathedral yesterday during the afternoon service.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 15.5.1869
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1869 - CHARDSTOCK AUCTION SALE - PARADISE HOUSE
For Sale by Auction, a very superior Country Residence, fit for the occupation of a
gentleman's family, together with about sixty-one and a-half Acres of most productive Land.
Messrs. Maynard are instructed to offer for sale by auction, on Tuesday the 22nd day of June
next, at Three for Four o'clock p.m. precisely, at Patteson's Castle Hotel, Taunton, subject to
such conditions as will then be produced, all that most desirable Freehold Residence and
Estate known "Paradise House" with the Ornamental and Farming Lands and Plantations
adjacent, lots.
The house is elevated, but well sheltered, is approached by lodge and carriage drives, and
contains good dining and drawing-rooms, kitchens and commodious domestic offices, six
bed rooms, dressingroom, servants' apartments and front and back staircases. In the rear
are an enclosed yard, three-stalled stable and loose box, coach-house, harness-room, and
cellars.
The land is partly in hand and partly let to most respectable tenants, who hold the land as
occupiers from year to year, and is of most productive quality. The house is about three
miles from the Chard-road Station of the South Western Railway and about a mile and ahalf from the town of Chard, where there are two other railway stations belonging
respectively to the Bristol and Exeter and South Western Railway Companies.

The property may be viewed on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, between the hours
of Twelve o'clock noon and Five o'clock p.m., by card only, to be obtained from the
Auctioneers, or the undersigned. Particulars and maps may be obtained from the
Auctioneers ; from Messrs. Dymond and Son, Surveyors, Exeter and from Mr. T. J.
Brembridge, Solicitor, Proctor, and Notary Public, Bampfylde Street, Exeter. May 26th, 1869.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 4.6.1869
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1869 - COUNTY COURT - SHOOTING A DOG
Tuesday 15th June 1869
Bastone v Wale. Plaintiff, a baker, sued defendant, a large farmer of Chardstock, for the
value of a dog which it was alleged he had shot. Mr. Tweed for plaintiff ; Mr. Hillman for the
defence.
Plaintiff said that on the 19th of May he went to look at some grass and the dog being with
him jumped over a gate, and in three minutes he heard the report of a gun and saw
defendant running after the dog. Said to him, “You have shot my dog”, defendant replied “I
have, is it yours?” Replied to him, "You know it is and I will make you pay for it; I will put it in
the hands of some one that shall pull some money out of you, same as farmer Miller did ",
Was on the side of the hedge near Chubb’s garden when he heard the report; did not know
there were rabbits there.
The Judge to defendant's advocate - Assuming the dog was trespassing, what right had you
to shoot it ? His Honour believed there was only one exception and that was on an ancient
warren. Plaintiff said his dog was of great value to him for the protection of his cart when
going his rounds with bread. He had the animal in exchange; it cost him about £4. He got
home half an hour before the dog; placed it in the care of Mr. Coles, farrier Mr. Coles now
said he went to see the dog and found several shot holes about it; extracted one shot. The
animal was suffering from loss of blood. His Honour - Is dog dead? Plaintiff - lt is, but not
buried. Defendant's advocate would not deny that his client shot at the dog. He saw it in full
chase and fired at it at the distance of 100 yards for the purpose of frightening it with no
intention to kill. There must be some other cause of death or it would not have lived until last
Saturday.
The Court thought sufficient cause had been shown for the poor dog's death to inculcate
proper regard for dog life, gave judgement for £4 the value sworn to.
Source: Western Times 18.6.1869
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1869 - TYTHERLEIGH RENT AUDIT
The rent audit of J. C. Langdon, Esq., of Parrocks Lodge, was held on Thursday, at the
Tytherleigh Arms Inn. Dinner was served by Mrs. Follett in approved style. The chair was
taken by Lukin, Esq., of the firm of Messrs. Clark and Lukin, stewards for the estates; and
Mr. Ware occupied the vice-chair. Mr. Churchill Langdon jun. joined the party for the first
time and was most cordially welcomed.
Source: Western Gazette 25.6.1869
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1869 - CLERICAL APPOINTMENTS

The Bishop of Hereford has instituted the Rev. Henry Edward Hodson M.A., late curate of
Chardstock, to the rectory at Llandinabo, near Ross.
Source: Pall Mall Gazette 3.8.1869
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1869 - CHARDSTOCK - LAMBS KILLED
A flock of lambs belonging to Mr Miller of Knight’s Farm were attacked by two dogs last
week and three of the number killed.
Source: western Gazette 6.8.1869
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1869 - CHARDSTOCK - EXTENSIVE FAILURE OF A GENTLEMAN
Yesterday, at the Exeter Bankruptcy Court, a meeting for last examination and discharge
was held in the matter of Charles Warre Loveridge of Chard Esq. Mr. Lukin appeared for
the bankrupt, Mr. Daw for the estate and Mr. Hirtzell for creditor.
The official assignee's report showed the total debts and liabilities to be £7,035 15s 11d
and the assets consisted of an annuity of £127 per annum from the East India Company,
estimated to be worth £254.
There are upwards of 130 unsecured creditors and debts to the amount of £840, which are
vouched by the bankrupt's papers. So far as the accounts show, these debts have been
contracted during the last four years, but many of the dates are omitted to be entered. The
principal debts are £900 owing to Mr. Lester for money borrowed and £75 due to the Bristol
and Exeter Railway Company and balance due on bond. The property in the hands of
creditors consists of an estate at Chardstock and a policy of assurance, value together
£7150. There are eight creditors who have charges upon the property, their debts altogether
amounting to £7,835 14s 5d. Furniture valued at £750 has been taken possession of and
sold by the Crown, the debt due to the Crown being £710. A house and premises at Chard,
valued at £750, is held by creditors as security for £1,100. Ten shares in Stuckey's Banking
Company, set down as worth £1,700, have charges on them to the extent of £2,932. The
bankrupt appeared to have unknowingly given wrong information in reference to the annuity;
and in order that enquiries might be made, the case was adjourned for a fortnight. Mr. Daw
stated that it was a very unfortunate case and the bankrupt was at the present time very ill.
Source: Western Gazette 13.8.1869
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1869 - ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH - NEW PULPIT
Mr. J. W. Singer has just completed a very ornamental pulpit, of iron and brass, which he
had been commissioned to construct for the Parish Church of Chardstock. Iron pulpits are
at present almost unique, but, if we may judge from that produced by Mr. Singer, Church
architects will not be loth to adopt them - the more especially as, in the case of Chardstock,
they will not prevent a view of the Chancel.
Source: Frome Times 6.10.1869
.....................................................................................................................................................................
1869 - LYME BOROUGH PETTY SESSIONS
Wednesday 13th October 1869.
Elias Miller of Chardstock, was summoned by Sergt. Hitch for driving a horse from the town

about 2 o’clock in the morning on Thursday, the 7th inst., the same horse having four large
wounds on it, two on its back and two on its side. Fined £1 and 12s costs.
Source: Bridport News 15.10.1869
.....................................................................................................................................................................
1869 - BRIDPORT COUNTY PETTY SESSIONS - RESCUING FROM THE POUND
Monday 22nd November 1869
Abraham Chubb was summoned by Thomas Dean for having rescued three boys [should
be pigs] when on their way to the pound. Mr Manley appeared for the defendant.
The complainant said he lived in the parish of Chardstock. On going into a field he saw
three pigs which were eating barley out of a rick. The pigs were the property of Mr Waldron,
who was the defendant’s master. He was driving them to the pound when the defendant
came up and, setting a dog at the pigs, he drove them back. He asked the defendant if he
knew what was doing and he replied that he might get summons for him.
Mr Manley, for the defence, said the defendant did not set the dog at the pigs. - Mr Gandry;
But a witness has sworn that did. - Mr Manley: There is the difficulty, defendant cannot be
put upon his oath.
The Bench characterised the offence as being of a very serious character and fined the
defendant £1 and costs of 11s 6d
Source: Bridport News 26.11.1869
.....................................................................................................................................................................
1869 - AXMINSTER PETTY SESSIONS
Tuesday 23rd November 1869
Isaac Pryer, farmer, of Chardstock, was summoned for trespassing in pursuit of game on
Pinney Wood Farm, in the occupation of Mr. Heal of Axminster on the 10th November. J G
Miller, farmer of Bagley Hill, was at plough on his farm, which adjoins Pinney Wood on the
day in question, when he heard several reports of a gun. Saw Mr. Pryer and another
person trying the hedges with dog and gun: saw defendant load, also saw a pheasant rise.
The land belonged to Mr. Gifford of Chard.
Defendant did not deny he was there, but alleged he had a right to shoot, having received
permission from a previous tenant which did not expire until Lady-day next. Mr. Heal, the
present tenant, said the defendant had been forbidden to shoot on his farm in September.
The Bench taking into consideration there was a misunderstanding, fined defendant the
mitigated penalty of 10s and costs.
Source: Western News 30.11.1869
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1869/70 - PROPOSED NEW BRIDGE AT AXE-WATER
Meeting of the Bridport District Highway Board on Wednesday 1st December 1869 at the
Town Hall, Bridport.
The Surveyor reported that in accordance with the order made by the Board at a previous
meeting, he had made a plan of the proposed new bridge at Axe-water, dividing the
parishes of Chardstock and Hawkchurch. He estimated the cost of building the bridge and

making good the necessary approaches at £250
The Chairman inquired at whose expense the work was to be executed?
A Member said that it was estimated that the sum of £150 would be raised by subscription.
The Chairman: To raise money for purposes of this kind we find it a very doubtful thing. I
should never recommend the undertaking of any large work upon the faith of subscriptions
unless they are guaranteed (hear, hear).
Mr Wright: Or obtained beforehand.
The Chairman: Of course, that would be better still.
The minutes of the previous meeting, bearing upon the question, having been read, the
Chairman said it appeared to him that this was a case in which they might go to the county.
At all events, before the work was commenced it would be well to endeavour to get the
county to do it (hear, hear). It would, of course, be necessary to show the county that it was a
case of much public importance. He inquired whether the traffic was great at the place in
question.
Mr Elswood said perhaps the traffic might not be so very great in winter simply because the
place was so dangerous.
Several members here spoke of the great necessity which existed for the execution of the
work and one gentleman mentioned the fact that a horse drowned there not very long ago.
The Chairman suggested that their clerk be requested to prepare memorials to the Court of
Quarter Sessions. It would be well that there should be one from the Highway Board and
they should take care to get one signed as numerously and as respectably as possible by
the inhabitants of the two parishes. It was very necessary that both parishes should be
represented in the memorials (either separately or jointly) or else the application would be
set down as a one-sided affair. He further thought it would tend to strengthen the petition if it
was accompanied by a list of promised subscriptions (hear. hear).
Mr Elswood was of a similar opinion.
After some further discussion, it was resolved on the motion of Mr Wale, seconded by Mr
Warren, that “In the opinion of this Board, it is very desirable to erect a bridge at a place
called Axe-water, dividing the parishes of Hawkchurch and Chardstock; and that such bridge
would be very great convenience to the public. That the Clerk be required to prepare a
petition from this Board, to the Court of Quarter Sessions, praying that the bridge be erected
by the county. Also, that memorials be obtained from the parishes of Chardstock and
Hawkchurch and from the inhabitants of the neighbourhood to the like effect,”
Source; Bridport News 3.12.1869
.......................................
Midsummer Quarter Sessions
The sessions commenced at the Shirehall, Dorchester, on Tuesday afternoon 28th June
1870, when the civil business of the court was transacted. A memorial from Hawkchurch
and Chardstock asking for a new bridge over the Axe and another from Charmouth asking
the Court to adopt a bridge in that parish were presented. Mr. H. Williams, proposing that

these matters should be considered at the next Sessions, suggested that the Bridport
Highway Board should borrow money and build the bridge over the Axe and then ask the
Court to adopt it.
Source: Western Gazette 1.7.1870
...........................................
The story continues:
It is proposed to build a new bridge over the Axe, between Chardstock and Hawkchurch, but
a good deal of difficulty is experienced raising the necessary money. The lowest tender for
the bridge (that of Mr. Gale, Beaminster,) is £250, and the approaches will cost £150 more.
The county offers £150 and Hawkchurch parish has raised £100, but nothing can be got out
of Lord Bridport or any of the other landowners concerned, neither have the parishes of
Thorncombe or Chardstock contributed anything. As there is still a deficiency, the surveyor of
the district has been asked to try to design a bridge which, with its approaches, shall cost
only £300.
Source: Western Gazette 4.8.1871
..............................................
Accident - Mr. Cooper of Bridport, who has taken the contract for erecting the bridge over the
river at Axe Farm, fell from the scaffold planks on the 4th September, as the planks were
slippery in consequence of the rain. His head was injured, blood oozed from his ears and
he became insensible. Mr Reader of Wambrook, at once sent a messenger on horseback
for Dr Wills of Thorncombe and in accordance with his advice, Mr Cooper was taken home.
Source: Western Gazette 13.9.1872
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1869 - CHARDSTOCK - RICK FIRE
A large barley rick, the property of Mr Deane of Ridge Farm, was destroyed by fire on the
night of Tuesday 7th December. There must have been 300 bushels in the rick.
Source: Western Gazette 10.12.1869
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1869 - CHARDSTOCK - ELLETT v BROWNSELL
The parties are of Chardstock. Plaintiff applied for an order to be made on defendant to give
up possession of a cottage, as there was no rent to be had. Ordered to quit in a month.
Source: Western Times 17.12.1969
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1869 - CHARDSTOCK - A NARROW ESCAPE
A few mornings ago, Mr. H. Lane narrowly escaped drowning while fording the Axe on
horseback near Axe Farm. The water being high in consequence of the late rains, the
animal was lifted off its feet and carried down the stream; but Mr. Lane, through getting hold
of the bank, to which he was fortunately sufficiently near, succeeded in saving both himself
and the horse. This is dangerous ford and adventures like the one described are not
unfrequent the present season.
Source: Western Gazette 24.12.1869
.......................................................................................................................................................................

1869 - COUNTY PETTY SESSIONS
Thursday 30th December, 1869
Eli Evans, of Chardstock, was charged with stealing two sacks, valued at 3s, the property of
Mr. J. P. Hine, farmer of Broadway, on the 19th December. The sacks were identified by the
prosecutor and also by his shepherd, Daniel Lewis, from whom they were stolen. P. C.
Curtis, of Ilminster said he met the prisoner with the two sacks now produced over his
head. In answer to enquiries made by the constable, prisoner said "I took them from a shed
about mile from this town for the purpose of getting into your hands." He was then taken into
custody and now said (addressing Bench): I've been out of work a long time and had no
food for two days, therefore I took the bags for the purpose of giving myself to the police”.
Committed for trial.
Source: Western Gazette 31.12.1869
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1870 - COMMITTED TO THE DORSET COUNTY PRISON
James Bride, poaching at Chardstock - 14 days hard labour
William Conisons, breaking windows at Chardstock - seven days hard labour.
Source: Western Gazette 21.1.1870
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1870 - CHARDSTOCK - A GALLANT YOUTH
A number of boys belonging to St. Andrew's College, Chardstock, were, on Monday week
[14th February] amusing themselves on the ice, when a little fellow, a son of Captain Drake,
R.E., suddenly fell in. A youth, named Arthur Voules, immediately jumped into the water and
endeavoured to rescue him. Both the boys were driven under the ice, but Voules never let go
his hold, and though almost overcome by the intense cold, he succeeded in breaking
through the ice and reaching the surface. By the help of their companions the boys were
then brought safely to land, though in a very exhausted condition.
Source: The Star 24.2.1870
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1870 - ANGLING IN THE RIVER AXE
NOTICE is hereby given, that no person will be allowed to fish on the River Axe between
Weycroft Mills and Chard Meadow (in the occupation of Messrs. T. and W. Deane), being a
distance of four and half miles, without a ticket, which can be obtained at the following
prices - viz., Season Ticket, 21s.; Monthly Ticket 10s. 6d; Fortnightly Ticket 5s; Daily Ticket,
2s. 6d- from Mr. W. S. Pryer, Axminster; Mr. W. G. Wheaton, Coaxdon Works, near
Axminster; Mr. Robert Apsey, Axe Farm, Chardstock; and, Mr. W. Miller, Tytherleigh Farm,
Chardstock.
All persons will be strictly prohibited from fishing in the mowing grass when getting high, .
Tickets not transferable.
J C Bentley, Treasurer.

February 26th, 1870.

Source: Exeter Flying Post 2.3.1870 and 22.2.1871
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1870 - HIGHWAY BOARD

At a meeting held on 21st April 1870 at Beaminster Robert Wale is recorded as the
member for Chardstock.
Formal business included the following item:
The surveyor’s estimate for the repair of roads to Lady-day 1871, which was adopted.
included £135 for Chardstock
Source: Western Gazette 22.4.1870
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1870 - SOUTHAMPTON POLICE COURT
ROBBERY ON THE ANDOVER AND REDBRIDGE RAILWAY.
George Forsey, who said he had been in the army and belonged to Chardstock, was
brought up in custody charged with stealing a cornet, value £6, and a silver watch and gold
chain, the property of William Billett senior, of South-front, Southampton.
Mr. Billett stated that on Friday he left Andover Town station by the 6.14 p.m. train for
Southampton; the prisoner got in to the same compartment he was in at Romsey and they
were then the only two occupants. Witness had a cornet in a case with him and after leaving
Romsey he dosed off to sleep. Before he got to Redbridge he awoke and missed the cornet
from the case. He looked about and said "Dear me, I'm sure I brought my cornet with me",
and repeated it, when prisoner said "It's all right, sir." Mr. Billett exclaimed "What do you
mean” and he again replied "It's all right, sir”. Witness said “Where is it?" and he pointed to
a bag. Prosecutor opened it and found his cornet there, upon which he said "I'll ride no
farther with a villain like you" and on arriving at the Redbridge station he called the attention
of the station-master and the guard to the fact that he had been robbed.
Prosecutor changed the compartment and he believed the station-master rode to the West
End station. On getting out there Mr.Billett called Police-constable Coles and gave the
prisoner into custody. He followed close up behind the prisoner and when opposite Above
Bar Chapel he missed his watch and chain from his waistcoat pocket. These he had quite
safe when he got into the train at Andover and must have been taken while he was asleep.
Prisoner: Did you not ask me to take care of your box?
Prosecutor: Most certainly I did not.
Police-constable Coles deposed to taking the prisoner into custody and on charging him
with the offence he said he would go anywhere he liked to take him. On searching him at the
station-house he found he had 1s 4d and the bag contained clean shirts and other articles.
Prisoner was remanded until Wednesday (to-day.) There is no doubt the watch and chain
was taken while Mr. Billett was asleep and afterwards thrown out of the carriage. It is an
open faced silver Geneva watch No.17.569 and the Gold Albert chain fastens to the button
hole with a hook.
Source: Hampshire Advertiser 11.5.1870
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1870 - CHARDSTOCK RETREAT FOR CLERGY
The annual retreat for clergy at Chardstock, Chard will be held during the first week in
August.

Source: Bath Chronicle & Weekly News 9.6.1870
Chardstock - Shall we considered profane if we ask what is a " retreat for clergy?" The
question is suggested by the following letter which appears in the Guardian of Wednesday
last:
Sir, The annual retreat at Chardstock will be held during the first week in August. Such as
are unacquainted with this means of grace are requested to communicate with the Rev.
Prebendary Woodcock. Clergy from all dioceses are equally welcome, provided they apply
in good time for admission. Accommodation will be much increased this year.
Charles Woodcock.

The Vicarage, Chardstock, Chard.

June 4th.

In the neighbourhood of Chard there are, as we can well testify, some exceedingly pretty
retreats; and the "means of grace" are not wanting. It is possible that the woodcock has
often found a retreat in that neighbourhood and provided the means of grace; but why the
clergy should have a monopoly, either of the retreat, the means of grace, or the woodcock,
do not clearly perceive. What exercises do the clergy engage in? How long do they stop? Are
ladies admitted? Is "the retreat" a sort of occasional or periodical Agapemone? We wait, not
without impatience, to be enlightened.— Sunday Times.
Source: Western Gazette 24.6.1870
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1870 - POLICE COURT
Monday 20th June 1870
Joseph Preston, a boy, was charged with stealing a Prayer-book, value 2s 6d, from the
College Chapel attached to the Industrial Training School at Chardstock. Prisoner, who had
sold the book to another scholar in the school for 1s, acknowledged to the constable that
had taken it from the chapel. Imprisoned for 21 days and at expiration to be sent to the
reformatory for three years.
Source: Western Gazette 24.6.1870
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1870 - GROSS ASSAULT
Mark Vicary, labourer, for indecently assaulting a girl named Louisa North of Chardstock
on the 19th July in a path field at noon day has been committed by J C Langdon Esq. to take
his trial at the next Somerset Assizes.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 29.7.1870
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1870 - POLICE COURT
Abraham Chubb of Chardstock was summoned for using violent language towards
Thomas Harris, tending to incite to a breach of the peace. Cautioned and discharged.
Source: Western Gazette
.....................................................................................................................................................................
1870 - AXMINSTER COUNTY COURT
Saturday 17th September 1879 -Beer v. Beer.
The litigants are brothers in the flesh, but not in the spirit, residing at Chardstock. Claim £3

5s, the value of a field of hay alleged to be illegally cut by defendant. Mr. Jolliffe for plaintiff;
Mr. Tweed for defendant. Defendant possessed an orchard, a field and a cottage, which he
let to plaintiff. Adjoining the orchard is a small field which defendant had had in his
occupation for eleven years. Last summer defendant cut the grass of that field, which
plaintiff alleged belonged to him, setting up a right to the property in consequence of having
purchased it of the superior landlord. He produced an agreement in support. Plaintiff’s
advocate contended that the agreement did not legally convey the property to plaintiff, as no
proof was given as to the right of the person to sell the property. Proof was given on the
other side that notices of ejectment had been served. Plaintiff was nonsuited.
Source: Western News 23.9.1870
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1870 - COMMITTED TO THE DORSET COUNTY PRISON
James Davey leaving family chargeable at Chardstock - three calendar months’ hard
labour.
Source: Western Gazette 30.9.1870
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1870 - CHURCH PREFERMENTS AND APPOINTMENTS
Rev. William Dawson M A, Curate of Chardstock to Rector of St. John’s, Clerkenwell. Patron
the Lord Chancellor.
Source: Western Daily Press 14.10.1870
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1870 - WAMBROOK - STEALING A FERRET
On Monday last 12th December 1870 William Lewis of Chardstock was taken before W. T.
Cox, Esq. at Beaminster charged with stealing a ferret the property of Mr. Pady of
Wambrook. The ferret was stolen on the 25th November and the prisoner sold it to a man
named of Chard in whose possession it was found. The prisoner, who had been convicted
before, was committed to Dorchester Gaol for six weeks' hard labour.
Source: Western Gazette 16.12.1870
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - POLICE COURT - PETTY SESSIONS
James Gould was charged with larceny at Chardstock. Remanded till Monday next [13th
February] at the Town Hall, Bridport.
Source: Bridport News 10.2.1871
................................
James Gould was charged with stealing a pair of leggings, the property of J Amas [sic],
residing at Chardstock. Remanded to Bridport.
Source: Western Gazette 17.2.1871
.................................
County Petty Sessions, Bridport Monday 13th February 1871 - James Gould, aged 14, was
charged with stealing two odd gaiters, the property of Mr Eames, Cotleigh, Chardstock,
value two shillings. Discharged with a caution.

Source: Western Gazette 17.2.1871
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - AXMINSTER UNION - SUPPLY OF BREAD
At a meeting of the Guardians of this Union on Thursday [23rd March] contracts awarded for
the quarter ending Midsummer next included Bread at per 4 lb loaf - Mr Coles, Chardstock,
five and a half pence per loaf.
Source: Western Times 28.3.1871
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - AXMINSTER UNION - POOR LAW GUARDIANS
The “elected” guardians for Chardstock are recorded as Messrs J C Bentley and Richard
Deane.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - ECCLESIASTICAL APPOINTMENT
The Lord Bishop of Salisbury has appointed the Rev. James Gram Brine B D, Rector of
Chardstock All Saints, to be Rural Dean of the third portion of the Deanery of Bridport, vice
Rev. Prebendary Woodcock, Vicar of Chardstock, resigned.
Source: Salisbury & Winchester Journal 20.5.1871
.............................................
Geoffrey Banington Simeon B A, Oriel College, Oxford, licensed to the Curacy of
Chardstock, Dorset.
At an Ordination held by the Lord Bishop of Salisbury in the Cathedral Church of Salisbury
on Trinity Sunday Anthony Bathe B A Brasenose College, Oxford was admitted into Holy
Orders as a Deacon and Assistant Master St. Andrew’s College, Chardstock.
Source: Devizes & Wiltshire Gazette 8.6.1871
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - CHARDSTOCK HOUSE FIRE
The scene of the late disastrous fire was visited by large number of persons on Sunday [4th
June]. We understand that Mr. Devenish will be a considerable sufferer from the disaster,
the full amount of the damage to his property not being covered by the insurance. A local
committee has been formed for assisting the poor cottagers burnt out of house and home;
and £162 8s 8d has been raised.
Source: Western Gazette 9.6.1871
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - BEAMINSTER COUNTY PETTY SESSIONS
Monday 19th June 1871.
Albert Drower and Rebecca, his wife, were charged with stealing a frock at Chardstock.
Bound himself in £10 and one surety in a like sum to appear at Bridport.
Source: Western Gazette 23.6.1871
.......................................................................................................................................................................

DORSETSHIRE. DORSET MIDSUMMER SESSIONS.
SECOND COURT.— Wednesday 28th June 1871
Alfred and Rebecca Drower, man and wife, on bail, were charged with stealing child's
frock, value 7s, the property of Alfred Newberry, at Chardstock on May 2nd. Mr Pole
prosecuted. Mr. Collins defended. Prisoners were acquitted.
Eli Evans, 29, was charged with stealing 4s 4d from William Forsey at Chardstock on May
23rd. Mr. W. Ffooks prosecuted. Sentenced to seven years' penal servitude and the same
term of supervision under the police.
Western Gazette 30.6.1871
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - TYTHERLEIGH MANOR RENT AUDIT
The half-yearly rent audit of J. C. Langdon, Esq. of Parrocks Lodge was held by J. B. Lukin
Esq. of Chard at the Tytherleigh Arms Inn on Thursday last [22nd June]. After the usual
business was concluded, the tenants partook of an excellent dinner provided by Host Davie
and served up in his accustomed style, which was presided over by J. B. Lukin Esq., Mr.
Ware [sic], of Seavington occupying the vice-chair. The cloth removed, the Chairman
proposed the usual loyal toasts; after those Mr Langdon’s and Mrs. Langdon's, which were
enthusiastically received. Much sympathy was expressed for Mr Langdon, who had lately
been suffering from a severe illness. Mr. Hare [sic] proposed Mr. Chairman a severe health,
also that of Mr. Lukin, which were drunk with the accustomed honours. Various others were
drank with and altogether a very pleasant evening [illeg] toasts followed.
Source: Western Times 27.6.1871
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - BRIDPORT COUNTY PETTY SESSIONS
Monday 31st July 1871.
John Love for assaulting William Elswood at Chardstock was bound over to keep the peace
for six months, himself £20 and one surety in £10.
Source: Western Gazette 4.8.1871
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - BIRTHS AND DEATHS IN CHARDSTOCK
Figures for Chardstock sub-district extracted from a return covering the whole of Devonshire:
Area in Statute Acres
Population in 1871
Births registered in quarter ending 30.6.1871
Deaths registered in quarter ending 30.6.1871
Deaths - Average in Quarter ending 30th June in 3 years 1868-70

17447
3801
34
13
17

Source: Western Times 12.8.1871
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - AXMINSTER UNION HOUSE - SPIRITS FOR PAUPERS
At the meeting of the Board of Guardians last week a discussion took place as to whether
the doctors ought to prescribe so much brandy and gin to sick patients. Mr. Ewens, the vicechairman, said that bills amounting to 10s were presented to-day for payment for these
items for the past fortnight. Mr. Osborne thought that gin was not unnecessary. Mr. Mitchell

said that they had better do away with the doctors if they had to dictate to them what they
should prescribe. It appeared that only two doctors in the union prescribed spirits. Mr.
Harding proposed, and Mr. Wills seconded, that Mr. Bond write to the two doctors of
Chardstock and Thorncombe, cautioning them as to the use of spirits in any but urgent
cases .
Source: Western Times 16.8.1871
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - AWAY FROM HOME
A few days ago William Henley of Chardstock was brought before J L Scarborough Esq. at
Colyford by Sergt. Gunn for being found early in the morning lodging in some outbuildings of
Messrs George and Edward Harvey, near Stony Bridge, in this town without consent.
Bearing the character of “an old offender” he was sentenced to one month’s hard labour in
Exeter gaol.
Source: Bridport news 18.8.1871
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - AXMINSTER POLICE COURT
Adolphus Loud of Chardstock was summoned by Police-constable Tucker for being drunk
and disorderly at Seaton on the 11th August. Fined 5s and costs.
Source: Western Times 25.8.1871
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - CHARDSTOCK. - HOOK MILLS
A very fine specimen of the cormorant was shot by Mr. Apsley [Apsey] of Hook Mills on his
mill pond on Monday last. He observed the bird busily employed in diving and catching fish
the previous day. The bird weighs upwards of five pounds and now in the possession of Mr.
Vine to preserve and stuff for Mr Apsley [Apsey].
Source: Western Times 29.8.1871
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - CHARD PETTY SESSIONS
Monday 11th September 1871
Hugh Leaves of Chardstock was summoned by Charlotte Clarke of Chard to show cause,
&c. Defendant, who stated that he earned but 3s 6d per week, admitted the paternity, and
offered Is 3d week. The Bench made an order for 1s a week.
Source: Western Gazette 15.9.1871
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - AXMINSTER UNION
At a meeting of the Guardians of this Union on Thursday [21st September] contracts
awarded for the quarter from 30th September to 28th December 1871 included bread from
Mr Gibbs of Chardstock at six pence per loaf.
No bids were received from Chardstock for the provision of coffins, including the whole of
the expense of interment, for the period 30th September 1871 to 31st March 1872.
At the same meeting a contribution order for £217 was made to Chardstock to be paid on

the 19th October 1871.
Source: Western Times 28.9.1871
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - CHARDSTOCK FAIR
Listing of a Fair at Chardstock on 11th October 1871
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 6.10.1871
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - DEVON & EXETER HOSPITAL
A collection at St. Andrew’s Church during the harvest thanksgiving service raised £1 12s 3d
for the Devon & Exeter Hospital.
Source: Western Times 14.10.1871
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - CHARDSTOCK MANOR RENT AUDIT
Lord Henley's rent audit took place on Thursday [2nd November] at the George Inn. His
Lordship's steward, Mr. Lukin, attending on the occasion. The Court Baron, usually held in
connection with the October audit, is postponed until the negotiations now being made for
the purchase of the fee of the manor by His Lordship are completed.
Source: Western Gazette 3.11.1871
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - CHARDSTOCK PICKPOCKETS
The Pickpockets who visited the fair last week succeeded in robbing Mr. Hallett, dairyman,
of Chillington, of about £80 in cheques and Mr. Pope of Chardstock of a large amount in
notes and coins. The loss sustained by Mrs. Careless of the George Hotel [Chard] was
noticed in our last issue.
Source: Western Gazette 10.11.1871
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - CHARDSTOCK - THE SUPERSTITION OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY
A short time since a poor woman of this parish, the wife of a labouring man, fell into a low
desponding state which gradually increased to downright insanity. The Union medico was
called in and gave every attention to the case. He informed the authorities that in all
probability she would have to be sent to the lunatic asylum. Her husband and his friends
decided that she was " overlooked" and accordingly went to a "white witch" of whom they
had heard many miles distant. Having found the person sought for they were of course told
such was really the case and if they could but produce an amount of money sufficient to
break the spell, the woman would be restored to her usual state mind. The needful was
forthcoming and they were supplied with numerous devices written on strips of paper and
securely sewn in small white bags, which the poor demented woman was to wear round
her neck and different parts of her body. She at last became quite unmanageable and had
to be removed. The relieving officer, on taking charge of the poor woman, found on her the
bags, which being cut open, were found to contain sentences of the most absurd
description and written by a most illiterate person.
Source; Western Times 10.11.1871

.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - BIRTHS AND DEATHS IN CHARDSTOCK
Figures for Chardstock sub-district extracted from a return covering the whole of Devonshire:
Area in Statute Acres
Population in 1871
Births registered in quarter ending 30.9.1871
Deaths registered in quarter ending 30.9.1871
Deaths - Average in Quarter ending 30th September in 3 years 1868-70

17447
3801
26
14
14

Source: Western Times 14.11.1871
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - CHARDSTOCK - FIRE AT ALL SAINTS FARM
On Monday morning [13th November] between four and five o’clock a fire was discovered at
All Saints Farm in the occupation of Mr Benjamin Miller. A rick of straw, a wagon, some
fowls and the wagon-house were totally destroyed. We are informed that Mr Miller’s
property is insured. It is supposed the fire was caused some one lying near the rick with a
lighted pipe.
Source: Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser 15.11.1871
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - CHARDSTOCK ENTERTAINMENT
On Thursday 16th November] entertainment consisting of readings and music was given at
the Tytherlelgh Hotel. The programme was well selected and the readings, songs &c were
rendered with good effect. There was a large and appreciative audience. Readings were
given by Mr. Harriman, Mr. Bainton, Mr. J. French, and Mr. Gurney and songs were sung by
Mr. Holbrook and Mr. W. Jeffery. The entertainment closed with the National Anthem
.
Source: Western Gazette 17.11.18781
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE
The returns of Saturday [9th December] show that this disease prevailed on five farms
within the Blandford division affecting 4 head of cattle and 9 sheep; 4 cattle, 37 sheep and 4
swine having recovered during the week. At Chardstock, near Bridport, there was a fresh
outbreak; 6 cattle, 35 sheep and 5 swine being diseased in the division. Around Cerne 3
head of cattle were affected and within Wimborne division 10 cattle on two farms. On the 8th
inst an outbreak occurred at West Parly.
Source: Western Gazette 15.12.1781
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - COMMITTED TO THE COUNTY PRISON
Samuel Gilbert, obtaining horse by false pretences at Chardstock
Source: Western Gazette 15.12.1871
...........................................
On Wednesday last [13th December] P.C. Trowbridge, stationed in the parish of
Chardstock, apprehended a man, who said his name was Samuel Gilbert, on suspicion of

being an impostor. Accused had been in lodgings at Chard for two or three weeks and had
a begging petition which represented him as being a parishioner of Chardstock. By this
means he got several sums of money from gentlemen of the neighbourhood of
Thorncombe. The prisoner was taken to Beaminster on Monday and charged before Col.
Cox and S. Jones, Esq., magistrates, who committed him for trial at the next Dorset
Sessions at the same time stating their approval of P.C. Trowbridge's conduct in bringing
the man to justice.
Source: Western Times 20.12.1871
...............................................
Dorset Epiphany Sessions, Wednesday 3rd January 1872: Samuel Gilbert was sentenced
to two months’ hard labour for fraud by means of a begging letter at Chardstock on
November 28th.
Source: Western Gazette 5.1.1872
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - CHARDSTOCK - CHRISTMAS GIFT TO THE PARISH POOR
On Wednesday [20th December] as the relieving officer arrived in this village to distribute the
Union relief, a gentleman, whose name does not transpire, had instructed one of the
Guardians to be present and, having furnished him with the needful, gave to each poor
person in money an amount equal to what was paid to each by the officer. The recipients left
the pay-room with light hearts, smiling faces and many thanks to the unknown donor who
had thus gone in for the blessing reserved for him that " remembereth the poor." It required
nearly £7 to do this act of thoughtful charity. It is the third year Christmas has been so
cheered.
Source: Western Times 26.12.1871
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - CHARD COUNTY COURT
Saturday 23rd December 1871
William French (Chardstock) v James Thomas (Wambrook) - £7 for artificial manure sold in
1868 and interest on the amount. Defendant stated that he had entered into a contract with
plaintiff for supply of artificial manure at so much a ton, being £2 less than the amount
claimed by plaintiff. After hearing the evidence of both parties his Honour decided to “split
the difference” and gave plaintiff a verdict for £6.
Source: Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser 27.12.1871
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1872 - CHARDSTOCK ANNUAL SCHOOL FETE
Thursday last [11th January] the annual Day and Sunday Schools fete was held at the
National Schools. The Rev. B. Woodcock, Miss Woodcock and lady visitors catered for
about 300 children. First there was a short special service at the beautiful parish church and
a capital address was given to the children. At five there was a bountiful spread of cake,
bread and butter &c with tea. After the children’s tea came the visitors, teachers and friends;
then singing and music and, under the able management of the Rev. G. B. Simeon, the
magic lantern caused roars of laughter from the happy juveniles. Then there was more
music and prizes were distributed, there being scarcely a child but carried away something.
A parishioner proposed “Our worthy Vicar,” which, with " Miss Woodcock's, Rev G B Simeon
and Mr. C. Woodcook's health”, was received with shouts of applause. Thus a happy

evening was spent.
Source: Western Gazette 19.1.1872
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1872 - CHARDSTOCK READINGS
The third of the present series of readings with music took place at the Tytherleig Inn on
Thursday 25th January 1872]. Mr. T. K. Halls presided. Readings were given by Messrs.
Gurney, Jeffery, Harriman and Shalders. Miss Harris sang two songs in capital style and
also gave two recitations. The entertainment was much appreciated by a large audience.
On Thursday [14th March] the last of a series of popular readings took place the Tytherleigh
Hotel. C. Langdon Esq. presided and the attendance was large. The programme was very
good. Many thanks are due to Mr. and Mrs. Dare for getting up these readings and also to
the many friends who have so kindly come to assist.
Source: Western Gazette 26.1.1872 and 15.3.1872
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1871 - BIRTHS AND DEATHS IN CHARDSTOCK
Figures for Chardstock sub-district extracted from a return covering the whole of Devonshire:
Area in Statute Acres
Population in 1871
Births registered in quarter ending 31.12.1871
Deaths registered in quarter ending 31.12.1871
Deaths - Average in Quarter ending 31st December in 3 years 1868-70

17447
3801
34
12
18

Source: Western Times 13.2.1872
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1872 - AXMINSTER UNION
At a meeting of the Guardians of this Union on Thursday [21st March] contracts awarded for
the quarter from the last day of March to the last day of June included bread from Mr John
Coles of Chardstock at six pence per loaf.
At the same meeting a contribution order for £190 was made to Chardstock
Source: Western Times 22.3.1872
.....................................................................................................................................................................
1872 - AXMINSTER UNION - POOR LAW GUARDIANS
The guardians for Chardstock for the present year are recorded as Messrs John C Bentley
and Richard Deane.
Source: Western Times 23.4.1872
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1872 - BIRTHS AND DEATHS IN CHARDSTOCK
Figures for Chardstock sub-district extracted from a return covering the whole of Devonshire:
Births registered in quarter ending 31.3.1872
Deaths registered in quarter ending 31.3.1872
Deaths - Average in Quarter ending 31.3.1872 in 3 years 1869-71

19
13
15

Deaths under 1 year of age
Deaths 60 years of age and upwards

1
4

Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 9.5.1872
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1872 - THEFT BY A JUVENILE AT CHARDSTOCK
William Bondfield, a little lad of Chardstock, was charged with stealing,on June 9th, a watch
and chain at St. Andrew’s College, the property of Ed. Dornford.
The prosecutor deposed that he lived at Andrew'’s College, Chardstock and had lost a
watch and chain. The chain was a gold one and the watch was silver. There was a silver
coin with the chain. He saw the chain in the prisoner’s hand. He had It in his possession on
Tuesday night the 8th inst, when he put it off whilst playing at cricket. When he left off the
game he missed the articles from his pocket. A lot of his school fellows were playing
around. It was about 10 minutes past eight o'clock in the evening. The next day a notice was
put up in the College about it. The first thing he saw was the case of the watch and he
recognised it as part of his own.
Witness saw some of the small parts of the works at the house of Mrs. Larking, at
Chardstock. She said she would keep them. He did hot know the name of the prisoner. The
watch was smashed to atoms and was no good. He knew nothing about the prisoner, but
heard a report that he did it. The chain produced was his property, the key and coin were
attached to the chain. The value of the watch was £4 and the chain was worth 15s. The
prisoner was a stranger to him.
The prisoner’s mother slated that her son had been living with his aunt. The aunt, whose
name did not transpire, said that the children were at play and accidentally found upon her
premises that part of the chain produced. She knew no more than what the child had told
her.
George Welch stated that he lived at Chardstock and was a baker. The prisoner called upon
him on Wednesday, he believed about a fortnight ago on the 9th, but did not recollect the
day. Prisoner asked him if he wanted a watch and chain and asked him a penny for the
chain. He offered to give him one, but he dad not a penny his possession. He knew nothing
about the watch, but prisoner showed him the chain and told him to keep it till he had a
penny. Witness gave the chain to the police sergeant whom he did not see till a week
afterwards. He could identify the chain produced.
P.S. Henry Freeman said that on the 15th July he went to Chardstock and saw the
prosecutor respecting the watch. On the following Thursday he received a chain from the
later witness Welch and on the Saturday he apprehended the prisoner on a charge of
stealing a watch and chain. Prisoner did not say anything. The chain and case produced
was the same.
The Chairman said when the lad broke up the watch he did not seem to know what he was
doing.
P.S. Freeman said he understood that the prisoner had pieces afterwards and gave them
away to some of the boys and one them sold some for old metal. The watch was broken up
and the prisoner himself smashed the watch.
The Chairman enquired the lad's age, and the mother said he was 9 years.

The Chairman, addressing the young prisoner, cautioned him that it was a very serious
offence and if he continued in such a course it would bring him to misfortune and shame.
The magistrates were inclined to think that he did not know what he was doing at the time
and that it was just for the sake of seeing what was inside the watch and, therefore, he did
not know what an offence he was committing. He hoped that it was really the case and
therefore the Bench would this time let him off lightly, but they hoped that he would look
upon it as a caution, for if he were brought up again they should punish him severely. It was
in their power to have committed him to the next Sessions or Assizes, but the reflection of
his conduct would fall upon his aunt and mother who ought to have taken better care of him.
They heard that the general conduct of the lad was not very good and that he was not cared
for very well at home.
The prisoner's Aunt said the chain was found a little way beyond the hedge and had been
thrown over from the adjoining orchard. She had always looked after the lad.
The Chairman remarked that proper care had not been taken of the lad and the slain was
attached to the person who had care of him.
Source: Bridport News 2.8.1872
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1872 - CHARDSTOCK - DAMAGE DONE BY LIGHTNING
During the thunderstorm on Thursday night, the residence of Mr. R. Deane at Alston was
struck by lightning. The electric current made a hole in the thatch and after playing round a
room in which a servant was sleeping, passed down the staircase, scattering the plaster of
the wall in its course and then exploded like gun in the kitchen. The Inmates of the house
escaped uninjured, but the thatch and rafters of the roof were set on fire. Fortunately, this
was speedily discovered and the fire was extinguished. A lamb was also killed here, the
same night by the lightning.
Source: Western Gazette 2.8.1872
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1872 - BIRTHS AND DEATHS IN CHARDSTOCK
Figures for Chardstock sub-district extracted from a return covering the whole of Devonshire:
Births registered in quarter ending 30.6.1872
Deaths registered in quarter ending 30.6.1872
Deaths - Average in Quarter ending 30.6.1872 in 3 years 1869-71
Deaths under 1 year of age
Deaths 60 years of age and upwards

24
18
14
6
7

Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 14.8.1872
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1872 - CHARDSTOCK - BEWARE OF BURNING SPIRITS
A few days since father and son, in the same house, were engaged in filling a lately
purchased lamp with benzoline and having a lighted candle close at hand, the liquid took
fire and the men were so severely burnt on the hands and arms that both will be disabled
from work for some time to come.
Source: Western Times 17.9.1872

.......................................................................................................................................................................
1872 - AXMINSTER UNION
At a meeting of the Guardians of this Union on Thursday [19th September] contracts
awarded for the ensuing quarter included bread from Mr John Coles of Chardstock at six
and a half pence per loaf.
At the same meeting a contribution order for £200 was made to Chardstock
Source: Western Times 20.9.1872
.....................................................................................................................................................................
1872 - CHARDSTOCK - ATTEMPTED INCENDIARISM
A few days since a stick, to which was tied a newspaper, was found thrust into the thatch of
the cellar of the cottage occupied by Miss Collier. The paper was burnt as far as the point
where it was tied to the stick - fortunately before it came in contract with the thatch. No
explanation can be given of the act.
Source: Western Gazette 11.10.1872
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1872 - ADMITTED INTO HOLY ORDERS
The Bishop of Salisbury held a general ordination in his Cathedral on Sunday 22nd
December, when the following gentlemen were admitted into holy orders:
Included in the list was G Fox M A, University of London and assistant master of St.
Andrew’s School, Chardstock.
Source: Morning Post 25.12.1882 & Bath Chronicle & Weekly Gazette 2.1.1873
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1873 - B CLARENCE ESQ.
B Clarence Esq. of Coaxdon Hall, Chardstock and of Lincoln’s Inn, London, has received
the appointment of Solicitor-General for Ceylon and, with his family, will proceed this month
to the scene of his important duties.
Source: Western Times 1.1.1873 and Western Gazette 3.1.1873
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1873 - CHARD BOROUGH PETTY SESSIONS
Monday 13th January 1873
John Chubb, blacksmith, residing at Chardstock, was summoned by Mr. Coombes,
supervisor, Crewkerne, for using a horse in the borough on the 18th November last,
otherwise than for the purpose of husbandry, without having paid duty for such horse.
Defendant did not appear and Mr. John Killow, excise officer, proved the service of
summons and said that he was stationed at Chard. On the 18th of November last he saw
the defendant with a horse and cart in the High-street. The cart was laden with smith's iron,
some coals, and a cask. Witness asked him if the horse and cart belonged to him; he said
it all belonged to him except the cask. Witness said defendant had been repeatedly
cautioned about using the horse and witness had requested him to take out a license.
Defendant was fined in the mitigated penalty of £5, which he afterwards paid.

Source: Western Gazette 17.1.1873.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1873 - BIRTHS AND DEATHS IN CHARDSTOCK
Figures for Chardstock sub-district extracted from a return covering the whole of Devonshire:
Area in Statute Acres
Population 1871
Births registered in quarter ending 31.12.1872
Deaths registered in quarter ending 31.12.1872
Deaths - Average in Quarter ending 31.12.1872 in 3 years 1869-71
Deaths under 1 year of age
Deaths 60 years of age and upwards

17447
3801
32
8
16
2
2

Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 14.2.1873 & Western Times 14.2.1873
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1873 - ACTION FOR SEDUCTION - BENTLEY v LUMBERT
Notes: A hearing which lasted for two days and was reported in the Western Times on
19.3.1873 and 20.3.1873. A shorter account, which appeared in the Western Gazette
on 28.3.1873 has not been transcribed or posted.
The 1871 census records a Madelinea Bentley, aged 17, living at Yarde Farm with
her parents Adam and Phebe Bently.
Mr Lopes Q.C. and Mr Collins appeared for the plaintiff; Mr Cole Q.C. and Mr Bullen for the
defendant.
Mr. Collins, in opening the pleadings, said the declaration said defendant seduced the
daughter of the plaintiff and he had sustained considerable expense in taking care of the
daughter and her child; defendant first pleaded not guilty and secondly that the daughter
was not the servant of the plaintiff as alleged.
Mr. Lopes, in opening the case, stated plaintiff was entitled to recover for the expense he
had been put to, for the loss of his daughter's society and for the dishonour done his family.
The plaintiff was a farmer, living near Chardstock, and his daughter was Madeleine Bentley.
The defendant lived near Chard, at Thorncombe, and farmed 300 acres of land. In May,
1871 there was some rook-shooting in a field near, at Mr. Grabhams, and several farmers
and young persons were there, the former teaching the latter to shoot. After the shooting
there was a tea, dancing and singing, and so on, and at defendant's request plaintiff sung
song commencing:
"Willie will bring me the first wild rose”.
He seemed struck with her singing and paid much attention to her and as she was going to
be seen home by a Mr. Welsh, defendant pushed him on one side, and said he would see
her safe home. After going some little way the defendant jumped off his horse, squeezed
her hand, put his arm around her neck and subsequently he threw her down and took
liberties with her. She was very much frightened, but as soon as the defendant had effected
his purpose he jumped on his horse again and rode away as hard as he could. She called
after him that she would tell her father and she intended do so. But after considering the
affair during the night and remembering that her father was a very violent temper, she did
not communicate it, having a hope that the defendant would marry her. On 8th February
[1872] she was confined of a son and had a very severe time of it. He understood that all
sorts of imputations would be made against the plaintiff's daughter, but he should be

prepared to meet this.
Mrs. Phoebe Bentley, mother the young woman, said before May, 1871 her daughter was a
red-faced, strong, healthy girl. In that month she was sent with her father's watch, but she
did not come back again at once - she did not return until eleven o'clock at night, and then
she said she had been to Miss Grabham's at the rook-party. Some few months afterwards
she taxed her daughter with being in the family-way. She acknowledged it, confessed what
had happened and on February 8th,1872, she was delivered of a son. After the confinement
she was delirious, had to be constantly attended for three months and during that time she
was constantly talking about the child and the defendant. She was now in a very weak state;
she was nineteen years of age.
Cross-examined: Her daughter was the young lady in a green dress who had been walking
about Exeter. She had not been walking about here with a man named Brounstal
[Brownsell]. He was a labourer and was in her husband's employ; he left about last reaping
time; they were not engaged to be married. He had not been at all familiar with her daughter.
Didn't know if he had red hair. The baby hadn't got red hair? Q - Sure of that?
A - Yes. Do you think I am a mother and don't know white hair from black? - Lord bless you.
Her daughter was always a well conducted girl and in at proper season. She was sure
defendant was the father - she could see the child's eyes in him. Her daughter had not been
walking about with young men named Chick, Welsh, Miller, Trench [French] or Warman.
She went to Seaton Regatta with her little sister; didn't know George Holbrook was there. In
July 1871 both of her daughters went to the picnic at the Titherly Inn. She came home about
eleven o'clock, staying until the party broke up. It certainly was not twelve o'clock. Did not see
any young man come home with her.
Re-examined: Brounsall was about nineteen years of age and had been living with them at
various times. She knew the parties that had been mentioned, but she had never seen any
familiarity between them and her daughter. Mr. Grabham was a respectable farmer and her
daughter went there as she was invited. Q - ls young Lumbert here? A - Yes there he is. Mr.
Lopes - l should like to see him? Witness - There he is with the fine blue eyes, I can see the
child in his face (laughter). Mr.Cole - And it's got red hair? A - No it has not. Mr. Lopes - But
blue eyes A - Yes.
Madeline Bentley said on the 18th of May, 1871, she was passing the Grabham's farm
when she was invited to come there in the evening as there was going to be some rook
shooting. She went and found other young women there and several farmers, among them
the defendant. He held the gun whilst she fired and she walked about with him. He sat her
down the field and put his arm around her waist and squeezed her. They then went together
into supper, sitting alongside each other. Dancing followed and the singing. At defendant's
request she sung and he stood beside her. The dancing and singing lasted until ten
o'clock. She was going home with a near neighbour, William Deane, but John Welsh and
defendant followed her and the latter pushing the former aside said he would see her
home. She walked in the direction of her home, whilst defendant went to get his horse. He
overtook her, got off his horse, squeezed her right hand and after walking half a mile he
hitched his horse up to a gate, kissed her, threw her down and seduced her. He got on his
horse and she said "You'll see my father." They each went to their homes and she got home
between ten and eleven. Her mother was waiting up for her, but she
did not like to mention what had happened as her father was such a hasty man. She next
saw the defendant at Titherly pic-nic in July. There were several farmer's sons and
daughters there. Defendant was very attentive, danced with her and walked home with her.
In August she found she was in the family way and confessed it to her mother. She was
confined on February 8th of a son and suffered very much.

Cross-examined: On the rook-shooting day Miss Grabham told her the boys were coming in
the evening. Did not on coming back stand in the road watching the people shooting rooks.
As she passed Miss Grabham ran after her, took her parcel away, and said she should
come in. She fired Lumbert's gun once, pulling the trigger when it was at his shoulder. She
did not put to her own shoulder, nor did she fire anyone else's gun. She did not fire George
Waldon's gun, or that belonging to William Welsh. After the shooting she did not go into the
mowing grass - she went into a field. Did not romp with any young men there; defendant sat
her down and squeezed her. This was not the first time she had ever spoken to him. When
he squeezed her she put him on one side and got up. At there request of Martha Grabham
she sent home for her concertina. After the dancing she did not remain in the parlour the
dark with young Welsh the whole of the time the party were at supper; did not sit the window
with him, though she might have sat beside him, but not while the others were in at supper.
They were not sent for and they did not remain there until the lights were brought in again.
Did not sit in the stairs with John Welsh. Did not stay there until eleven o'clock - was home
before that. She danced with John and Hugh Welsh and Lumbert - no one else. After the
dancing was over she did not go out and meet Lumbert in the orchard and say "I'll meet you
in the lane." He said he would overtake her and see her home. Did not say to him at Titherly
pic-nic “I've got something to say to you,'' or says he was in child by him. The improper
intercourse, however, was renewed that day with him, but with no-one else. She was never
guilty of impropriety with any one but the defendant. Knew Samuel Brownsal and might
have seen him near the station, but she was not yesterday walking or talking with him there,
nor was she standing close to him. She did not take any notice o f him. He was a carter in
her father's employ, but went to Wales. She never wrote him a letter, nor did she receive any
from him. She never had any intercourse with him, nor did she charge him with being the
father of her child. She did not send him her photograph. Mr. Cole - Be cautious now.
Witness - All right, sir. Was not engaged to be married to him. Knew a Mr William Miller, a
neighbour. She might have met him, but never walked with him or had been guilty of
improper conduct with him; did not tell him that if she got into trouble she should swear to
him. Knew Mr Richard Chick and James Trench [French] (who had walked with her, but
never with his arm around her waist), but they had not been guilty of impropriety. Had a
sailor captain, a cousin, who was staying at their house in December - not in May. Walked
about with him - she was his cousin. Mr. Cole - Oh, cousins are all right, of course. Did not
sit at the top the Titherly staircase with Miller with his arm around her waist; did not hear him
then say to the others "now if you fellows have done you had better go home."' At Seaton
regatta she was in a boat with Holbrook and Mason, but did not remain his company all day.
He came home in the same railway carriage with her, but he did not see her home; she
never walked arm and arm with the fellow in her life. Did not meet Brownsall at the Trout
Inn, Axminster, when he came home from Wales. [At the request of Mr. Cole the witness
here wrote her name and a short sentence on a piece of paper handed her.]
Dr. Wills, of Thorncombe, said shortly after her confinement he visited the plaintiff at her
father's and found her in a very weak state and delirious. The delirium lasted, off and on, for
three weeks. He paid three visits and prescribed medicine and his charge would be about
four guineas. He had known the father for many years; he had resided on the same farm
during the time, but witnesses residence was some distance away.
Cross-examined - Had been their medical attendant for twenty-five years, but had not seen
anything of the girl for sometime.
This was the plaintiff's case.
Mr Cole remarked that his duty to-day had been a most unpleasant one in having to cross-

examine a young girl with a view to show that she was an improper character. He
commented on the story told by the girl and then on the fact that the plaintiff did not
communicate to the defendant, through his solicitor, until nine months afterwards. It must
be remembered that this alleged seduction took place on the very first night that the parties
met and the defendant would inform them that this "innocent” girl was an unresisting party.
As to the Grabhams the fact was that they did not wish the plaintiff's daughter to come to the
party and it was only after she had been standing in the road for some considerable time
watching the shooting that she was asked to cone in. When she got into the field she was
most "fast" with all the young men there, firing off not merely defendant's gun, but all the
guns as fast as they were loaded. After the shooting was over she was romping on the
grass. Then, unasked, she sent for a concertina to get up a dance and when the others
were in at supper she remained in the parlour in the dark with Welsh. As to the story of
seeing her home defendant had no thought of doing this. Whatever else took place was
really at the invitation of the girl herself. He should prove that she did not get home until
midnight, that then her mother asked her nothing about where she had been and she
herself said nothing respecting that which was alleged to have taken place. And
yet she was now held up as a respectable, innocent young creature. In reality she was a girl
who for years past had sought to gratify her passions on every occasion. Brownsall was her
lover for some years and he was really the father of this child. He should prove acts of the
greatest indecency and he believed that when these were coupled with the audacious
manner in which she gave her evidence to-day it would lead them to form an estimate of her
true character. This was in fact a story got up to get money out of the defendant, who had
been truly described as a respectable young farmer, whilst defendant was as near akin as
possible to a common woman of the town. When she found herself in the family way it was
only natural for a girl to endeavour to find a good father for it and the girl had therefore
pitched upon the defendant.
John Grabham, living at Faraway Farm, Chardstock, said he had a mother and some
sisters. At one time he was intimate with the Bentleys. He had seen Madeleine with Trench
at Christmas, 1870, walking arm in arm. At the rook-shooting she was not invited, but as
she stood in the road outside for a long time she was asked to come in. She fired the guns
of several of the parties - not merely Lumbert's; she put the guns up to her own shoulder
and fired them. He spoke as to the romping in the field with Welsh and Lumbert and the girl
and Hugh Welsh being in the parlour in the dark all supper time. When witness went into
the parlour he found them sitting in the window and Welsh’s arm was around her waist.
She was afterwards sitting on the stairs in a similar position with John Welsh.
Cross-examined - Lumbert was not paying attention to one his sisters. Witness was first
asked two months ago about what he had now stated by Hugh Welsh; after that Lumbert
asked him about it. The girl fired the gun like a man and Waldon put two charges of powder
in; the gun kicked and the girl then said, "My God, he nearly knocked me backwards!" The
girl fired twenty times - all the time at one rook, which was in the nest. On this night Lumbert
did not pay her particular attention and did not dance with her; H and J Walsh were the only
two who danced with the girl. Whenever he saw her with a young man they were generally
arm-in-arm. Witness had not walked with her in this way.
Sarah Grabham, sister of the last witness, said on the morning of the rook-shooting party
Miss Bentley called on her and asked when they were going to shoot the rooks. She told
her she didn’t know exactly; she, however, did know that they would be shot that evening, but
she did not invite Miss Bentley. Witness then spoke as to the girl standing in the road a long
time before she was asked in and corroborated her brother's statements about the affairs of
the remainder of the evening. They did not ask the girl to come and spend the evening there
- they would have been better pleased without her.

Cross-examined - Witness was laughing at Miss Bentley and then her cousin Welsh put a
gun against her (witness's) shoulder because they should not laugh at her. Witness
danced to the music of the concertina -but they would rather not have had it there. The
supper-room was about a dozen feet from the parlour.
Hugh Welsh, son of a farmer of Greggy [Grighay] Farm, Thorncombe, said he had known the
girl about four years. First saw her at a sheep-shearing party in 1869, when she drove down
the sheep. Had seen her with a Mr. Chick at a circus and at a church; this was in 1871.
Remembered the rook-shooting party. In the evening at supper he and the girls at together
in the dark in the parlour window. They were talking - he having his arm around her waist;
nothing else happened. At the Titherly picnic he saw her with two young men whom he did
not know; between eleven and twelve o'clock in the night he saw her with William Miller.
They were on a lounge together.
George Platter, gamekeeper, corroborated this and added that Miller said "When you
fellows have done you had better go home”.
Richard Chick, farmer, Coombe St. Nicholas, acknowledged having improper intercourse
with the defendant in March, 1870. This was at the father's house and after going to a circus
at Chard. Witness was summoned to appear here.
Cross-examined - Told Hugh Welsh about this first, but could not recollect how he came to
tell about it. The defendant saw him last Thursday and after letting him have a summons he
offered him a half-sovereign.
Re-examined - Since this affair took place he had been married and was most unwilling to
come here.
William Miller, farmer's son, Titherly, Chardstock denied ever meeting Miss Bentley and
having connection with her. He was at the Titherly Inn and had his arm around her waist; he
admitted telling the others that they might go when the dancing was over. Never told the
attorney that he had had intercourse with her; Mr Joliffe wanted him to swear this.
Cross-examined - There was no pretence for say he ever had it. Mr. Jolliffe told him he
ought to speak out, but witness simply replied that he should speak the truth.
Mr. Cole cautioned the witness to be careful of what said, as he might hear of it again.
James Trench [french], draper, Chardstock, said he had never had improper intercourse
with her, nor had he ever said he had.
William Warman, who used to work for Bentley, said he had twice had immoral intercourse
with her.
Cross-examined - First about five years ago and next three years since. He was now twenty
years of age. It was in a ploughed field, but he could not remember at what period of the
year. Next time it was in the house. He did not mention the matter to anyone. He was seen
by a Mr. Grabham, who told him if he would go with him he would pay him more than a day's
pay, give him plenty to eat and drink, and let him see the country.
James Welsh, living at Churchill, Axminster, said on one occasion two or three young men
and himself were walking with Miss Bentley and '´some of their arms” were around her; one

let go and then the other took his place, so that they all had their arms around her in turn.
Had often seen her walking with young men since then - one a "sailoring chap" - the cousin;
they walked arm in arm. One day was working for Bentley, when he saw Brownsall there;
the girl and Brownsall were scuffling about a little, when she was thrown down, but nothing
happened - it was only "a game at play." Witness was once working in Wales and so was
Brownsall. The latter could not read or write well and he wrote and directed some letters for
him, but did not recollect posting them. Did not see Brownsall with any photograph of Miss
Bentley. Came back from Wales the other day, but had not seen Miss Bentley walking with
Brownsall. He had seen letters received by Brownsall in Wales. [A letter was here
produced, which Miss Bentley acknowledged was her handwriting and which had sent to
the defendant.]
Samuel Brownsall dressed in a velveteen suit, said he had been subpoenaed to produce
some letters, but he had never had any from Miss Bentley.
Mrs. Davis, living near Pontypridd, Wales, said Brounsall and his brother lodged there.
Brounsall received some letters under cover to her husband: he afterwards showed her
photograph and it was very much like Miss Bentley.
This concluded the evidence with the exception of calling the defendant and the Court then
adjourned until ten this morning.
Source: Western Times 19.3.1873
...................
Hearing - second day
The defendant said he first spoke to Miss Bentley on 15th May; previously he had been
introduced to her at Chardstock Church. At the rook-shooting party he saw her standing in
the road for some time before she was asked in. In the field she fired guns from her own
shoulder. When they went into the house he did not dance with her - she asked him but he
would not. When he went for his horse he saw Miss Bentley in the orchard and afterwards
overtook her in the road. He got off his horse and they commenced talking, She asked him
to go home with her and “take a night with her," but he refused. But before departing he had
immoral intercourse with her. He did not use any force and after the occurrence they
separated. He never saw her again until July at the Titherly Inn, when, in answer to him, she
said she did not feel very well - she believed she was in the family-way. He, however,
thought was a joke. Afterwards the intercourse was [illeg]. The next he heard of her was a
letter on August [illeg] asking for interview; he, however, did not reply to her at all. There was
another letter from her and then came the solicitor's letter on 9th November 1872 asking
him to make compensation to Miss Bentley for his conduct towards her.
Cross-examined - Between August 1871 and her confinement he did not get more than two
letters from her; and none from her afterwards. Saw the father at Chard-road sale, but did
not run away; he spoke to him.
Hugh Ebdon, carter at Burnscombe [sic] Farm, said on 12th March, Warmuth [previously
recorded as Warman], who yesterday said he had had immoral intercourse with plaintiff,
was working in the same garden with him then. Heard him say he was summoned
respecting Miss Bentley but he knew nothing at all about the affair.
Mr. Cole in summing up his case, said it was quite possible that had an affiliation order
been applied for, the defendant, knowing what he had done, would not have resisted it; but

when such a charge as was embodied in this case, was made against a man of the
position of the defendant, he was of course bound to resist it knowing that the facts were
quite contrary to the allegation made on the other side. Immoral relations with an
unresisting party was a very different thing from being guilty of a violent proceeding of that
character. He thought they would feel that in the first place the mother had not shown very
much anxiety about her daughter when she allowed her to go to fetes, revels and regattas by
herself and stay out until midnight without any questions being asked. Looking to the girl
herself, it seemed that she commenced immoral practices at so early an age as and 14. He
regretted to say that in our rural districts immorality at so early an age was not uncommon.
From the evidence he had called they would have a pretty good idea of what sort of a person
Miss Bentley was. She had been contradicted in almost every particular and was not worthy
of belief. The fact was that Brownsall was her sweetheart and the father of the child. Having
heard all they had, he hoped the jury would bring their own common sense to bear on the
facts and give their verdict accordingly.
Mr. Lopes, in replying, said this was the most painted case he had ever been engaged in
and it had been [illeg] doubly painful by the conduct of the learned counsel and the
gentleman on the other side who instructed him. He now addressed them with
considerable anxiety as an endeavour had been made to lead them to believe that the
plaintiff's daughter was nothing but a common prostitute and as vile a creature as ever
walked the earth. This view was taken with a view to mitigate damages - but as the amount
of these damages would depend the force of the answer the plaintiff would be able to give if
any future attack was made against her. If the jury thought that the girl's father had suffered
dishonour and disgrace by the conduct of the defendant, then he was entitled to much
substantial damages. The defendant had ruined the girl and he now sought to hold her up
to the country as a prostitute and attempted to show that immorality had taken place at times
and circumstances not consistent with the life of a human being but with the life of an
animal. Alluding to Miss Bentley's evidence, he contended she gave it in a perfectly
consistent and collected manner and there was none of that "audacity" which the
defendant's counsel had tried to put upon her. As to her conduct at the rook-shooting party, it
was said that she, a tall slender girl, had fired the guns with double charges forty of fifty
times, just like a man. Was this at all probable? Was it not more consistent that she, as she
said, simply pulled the trigger when the gun was up to the defendant's shoulder? The other
evidence reflecting on the girl's conduction on this night and at the pic-nic at Seaton regatta
was also of an improbable and exaggerated character. Alluding to the evidence called to
prove immorality, those who swore they had been guilty of it with Miss Bentley told their
stories in such a manner and the affair was said to have taken place under such
circumstances that they failed to carry anything like conviction with them. And then there was
the fact - showing how the case had been got up - that several who were called to speak in
a similar strain at once decidedly denied being guilty of anything of the sort. On the whole
he thought they would believe that there was nothing improper or unusual in the girl's
general conduct, that the allegations against her virtue were unfounded and that therefore it
was a case in which they ought to award substantial damages
His Lordship said the most important question was how much the damages should be?
They would consider whether she was a modest young woman, because if she was, then
the amount awarded her would be far larger than if they believed her to be a loose young
woman and quite as forward as the defendant [sic]. If she was leading a loose life, then the
fact that she had a child was comparatively a small matter; she would have had a child by
someone - or at all events her moral character have been such as would not entitle her to
much consideration. They must consider how the evidence bore and either the one view or
the other. Touching the hours at which the girl came home on several occasions, they
certainly seemed to be rather late. Concerning firing of the guns he thought more

importance was given to this than could now-a-days be reasonably attached to it. Ladies
were asserting their rights to do everything men did and it was known that in high life
females took out licenses to enable them to shoot partridges. This did now involve any
immorality. But as to the act of immorality that took place on the night of the shooting party,
even from Miss Bentley's own statement, there was a yielding which was rather unusual in
a modest young woman. There was no making love, no pretence that he was likely to be
engaged to her, no taking advantage of being in her father's house and this took place on
the first time they met after being introduced. This was a matter to which the jury must give
their serious consideration before giving their verdict. There was, too, the sitting in the dark
room and on the top of the stairs with young men. Having young men's arms around her
waist seemed to be almost a normal state with the plaintiff's daughter when she was out.
About the evidence of those - independent of the defendant - who said they had had
intercourse with the girl, he confessed that he could not understand it and he did not feel
competent to say anything about it, but must leave the jury to form their own conclusions. On
the whole he thought this a case for temperate damages.
After half hour's consultation the jury found for the plaintiff for £95.
Source: Western Times 20.3.1873
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1873 - COUNTY COURT - JOSEPH HAWKER, CHARD v ROBERT DEANE, CHARDSTOCK
18th April 1873
At the last Court this matter was referred to Mr. Catford, auctioneer, Chard, who now put in
his award in favour of plaintiff for the full amount claimed - £11 2s 5d and costs.
Source: Western Times 25.4.1873
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1873 - CHARDSTOCK COLLEGE
The college buildings and three acres of land have been sold to the Rev. Dr. Bourne of
Chardstock, who proposes opening the mansion as a college for boys.
Source: Western Gazette 9.5.1873
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1873 - BIRTHS AND DEATHS IN CHARDSTOCK
Figures for Chardstock sub-district extracted from a return covering the whole of Devonshire:
Area in Statute Acres
Population 1871
Births registered in quarter ending 31.3.1873
Deaths registered in quarter ending 31.3.1873
Deaths - Average in Quarter ending 31.3.1873 in 3 years 1870-72
Deaths under 1 year of age
Deaths 60 years of age and upwards

17447
3802
29
15
15
2
6

Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 16.5.1873 & Western Times 12.5.1873
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1873 - COLYTON PETTY SESSIONS
Tuesday 27th May 1873
Thomas Pearce of Chardstock was summoned by Sergt. Tibbett for being drunk and

disorderly at Axminster. P.C. Taylor proved the charge. Fined 2s 6d and costs; total 12s 6d
Source: Western Times 29.5.1873
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1873 - CRICKET MATCH - BEAMINSTER v ST. ANDREW’S COLLEGE
On Tuesday 10th June 1873 a cricket match was played between the above teams with
St. Andrew’s being the victors.
The St. Andrew’s team, in order of batting and showing first and second innings scores,
was:
A D Cope
10
9
J T Groouber
4
6
J D Coleridge
1
22
Rev G Fox
4
4
E Carter
0
0
E M Hall
13
0
R W Gray
0
26
H Hewitt
1
3
J d’Almeida
0
0
A S Daniel
2
1
A Johnstone
4
0
Extras
6
18
Totals
45
89
Source: Bridport News 20.6.1873
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1873 - AXMINSTER. BOARD OF GUARDIANS
Thursday 26th June 1873
The Chardstock representative on the Board is recorded as Dean.
ACCOUNTS. The auditor (Mr. Tucker) reported that he had inspected the accounts for the
half-year ending Lady-day. As compared with the corresponding period of 1871-2 there was
a decrease of 21 indoor paupers and a decrease of 137 persons who have received out
relief; 65 less vagrants have received relief in and 12 less out the workhouse, being a total
decrease on the half-year of 235 persons. On the total expenditure there was a decrease of
£69 17s 11d, the whole of which arose on out and non-resident relief accounts. The amount
of the outstanding liabilities at the time of closing the account was £36 12s 6d, and the
balance the Treasurer's hands £111 2s 7d, after making provision for all unpresented
cheques. He had disallowed £8 8s 8d in the Overseers' accounts for Chardstock and
Charmouth. Various cheques were now signed, amounting altogether to £243.
Source: Western Times 28.6.1873
.....................................................................................................................................................................
1873 - CHARGE AGAINST AN EX-POLICEMAN
On Tuesday last [8th July 1873], at Chard Town Hall, Edwin Jeffery, of Chard, late and for
several years a policeman for this borough, was charged with stealing a cheque for £27 and
£1 17s 6d in cash, the property of the Rev. C. Woodcock of Chardstock.
It appeared that, Beasley, the district postman from Chard to Chardstock, having been ill,
the defendant was engaged by the Post-office temporarily to supply his place. At the

Vicarage, Chardstock, Jeffery was entrusted with a butcher's book (Mr R Land's of Chard),
with the cash and cheque, to bring to Mr. Land, the money being put into a sealed packet
and enclosed in the book, which was tied up. He delivered the book to Mrs. Land “in the
same state” he said “as he received it," but did not wait to see it opened.
On examining it directly afterwards, a memorandum was found in it that the money was
returned with it, but there was no other sign of it. On going to the Vicarage Miss Woodcock
declared that the cheque and cash were sent with the book by Jeffery, who persisted that
he “delivered it as it was given to him”.
On the hearing of the case Miss Woodcock deposed as above, and Beasley's son
deposed that he saw Jeffery take the book from his pocket and put it there again, Jeffery
having stated that it was put into the post-bag and not removed from it by him. Mrs. Land
also swore that the book was delivered without the cheque or cash. The accused was
discharged.
Source: Exeter & Plymouth Gazette 11.7.1873
.....................................................................................................................................................................
1875 - CHARGE OF ATTEMPTED MURDER
At the Beaminster Petty Sessions, on Monday, before Lieut-Col. Cox and Captain Russell,
William Larcombe was charged with attempting to shoot one Henry Willmington, with intent
to commit murder, on the 16th instant [16.8.1875] at Churchill, in the parish of Chardstock,
Dorset. Prisoner was brought before the same magistrates on Thursday last, when, owing
to several witnesses being absent, he was remanded until this day, bail being refused.
Mr Jolliffe defended prisoner - The prosecutor, Henry Willmington said: I am a mason. On
the evening of the 16th instant I was having a pint of ale in a public house at Smallridge,
where the prisoner was also drinking. We were not drinking together, nor had I said
anything to him, when he came up to me and offered to fight, but I declined. He then went
out of the house and fought with several others. I saw him knocked down several times, but
did not join in the fight. I then went towards my home, when I again saw prisoner, who said
someone had given him a “nasty clout” and that he would pay me out for it to-night. He then
again offered to fight, but I would not, and said to him “You are up for a row to-night,
Larcombe, so I shall go home another way”. I then went home, where I had been about ten
minutes when prisoner also came home. He lives next door to me. He again wanted me to
fight, so I went out; but some women put him into his house and locked the door. I then went
into my house. Soon after, I was standing at the door, when prisoner appeared at his door
with a gun, which he put to his shoulder and pointed at me. I immediately took it from him,
and in doing so let it fall to the ground, when it exploded. He struck me once, and I struck
him, and we then parted. - By Mr Jolliffe: I and my two brothers, Tom and James, have been
bound over to keep the peace toward my father. We had neither poker nor stick, nor any
unlawful weapon with us outside the house. Did not burst the prisoners door open. Cannot
say what the gun was loaded with. Was not drunk at the time. Had a row with my wife a short
time ago, in consequence of which she left me for a short time. - Tom Willmington said: I
saw the prisoner take down the gun and put it to his shoulder and point it at my brother.
Heard prisoners wife say “Shoot him; shoot him”. and prisoner replied “So I will; I will blow
his brains out”. - Alice Willmington corroborated. - Police-constable Marsh said: I am
stationed at Chardstock. The gun produced was handed to me about midnight on the 16th
instant by Henry Willmington, who was then drinky. I have had constant complaints made to
me of the Willmington family. I know the prisoner to be a quiet man. When I apprehended
the prisoner he said Willmington had waylaid him and struck him with a stick, and that the
gun was only loaded with a little powder to keep the birds off his seeds. - This concluded
the case for the prosecution. - Richard Froom was next called, who said: I saw the prisoner

on the night of the 16th instant going towards home. Prisoner told me that prosecutor had
been beating him, and asked me to go home some way with him, which I did. Larcombe
had three streams of blood running from his face. I knew nothing about the gun. - William
Willmington said; I am the father of the prosecutor, and live at Churchill. On the evening of
the 16th instant I went to the prisoner’s house, where I found my son Henry and several
others “in arms”. The prosecutor then cried out “Stone him, stone him; he has not joined
with us!”. I then begged Larcombe to let me in, or they would stone me. Larcombe’s wife
unlocked the door and let me in and again closed the door. The prosecutor then came up
with others and burst the door open, and Larcombe, in self-defence, caught up the gun, but
did not point it at the prosecutor, who immediately took the gun from him and threw it on the
ground. The gun, when on the ground, exploded. The prosecutor then took the prisoner and
struck him against the wall. The prosecutor and my two sons, Tom and James, have been
bound over to keep the peace toward me. - The bench, after taking the case well into
consideration, dismissed it, advising the prisoner never again to use such dangerous
weapons. - The prisoner then applied to the Bench to bind the prosecutor over to keep the
peace, which they did, and required him to find two sureties of £20 each, and himself £20
for six months. Willmington, not being able to procure these sureties was removed into
custody.
Source: Report in the Chard & Ilminster News 28.8.1875.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1875 - MR CHARLES WOODCOCK
It will give great satisfaction to his many friends in the neighbourhood to hear Mr Charles
Woodcock, the son of the late Vicar of Chardstock, has been appointed Private Secretary to
the Governor of Queensland, Australia, whose spontaneous offer of the post to a gentleman
who had no introduction to him is a fair evidence of the estimation in which our young
countryman and late parishioner is held in the Colony.
Source: Report in the Chard & Ilminster News 28.8.1875
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1875 - BEWLEY FARM, CHARDSTOCK - TENTH ANNUAL SALE
Mr B Gage respectfully announces that he has received instructions from Mr Bright to sell
by auction on Wednesday, the 29th day of September, 1875, the following store sheep, incalf heifers, steers, cart colts, pigs, wool etc.
Comprising: - 40 rare six-tooth cross-bred ewes, in lamb; 40 cross-bred wether lambs; 4 incalf three year-old heifers; 1 pair of three-year-old steers; 1 three-year-old cart colt, just
broken; 1 ditto, under; 1 two-year-old cart ditto; 15 slip pigs; 130 fleeces of wool; and 100
ditto of lambs’ wool.
The sheep and cattle sold from the above farm heretofore having given such general
satisfaction, it is not necessary to make any further comment than that the above sheep and
cattle were bred on the farm, and are of a truly valuable description.
Luncheon at one. Sale at half-past two punctually.
Source: Advertisement in the Chard & Ilminster News 25.9.1875.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1875 - COURT FARM, CHARDSTOCK
On Thursday evening Messrs R and J Wale of Court Farm, Chardstock gave their labourers

and helpers in the harvest fields a substantial supper. Dancing and other amusements
were indulged in till “the small hours”, when the party broke up thanking the Messrs Wale,
and not forgetting Mrs Wale, who has always a kind heart and is ever ready to help any poor
persons in the time of need. The harvest in this parish has been bountiful and the weather
for securing it delightful.
Source: Report in the Chard & Ilminster News 25.9.1875
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1875 - BEAMINSTER PETTY SESSIONS - JAMES PINNEY
At the Beaminster Petty Sessions, on Friday, before S S Keddle Esq. - James Pinney, a
farmer living at Chardstock, was bound, himself in £20 and one surety in £10, to keep the
peace towards his wife, Martha Pinney, for the three months ensuing. It appears from the
evidence that the accused has from sometime ill-treated his wife, locked her, with two
children at her side, out of the house all night, and threatened that he would do her some
bodily injury. He said he was sorry for what had happened, and that he would in future lead
a more temperate life, and not give way to such evil passions.
Source: Report in the Chard & Ilminster News 25.9.1875
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1875 - LORD AND LADY HENLEY’S VISIT NOVEMBER 1875
His Lordship, accompanied by Lady Henley, have, during the last few days, been on a visit
to their estate [at Chardstock]. Tuesday last was quite a red letter day in the village, the
tenants and school children being kindly entertained by them. In the morning the half-yearly
rent audit was held, his Lordship and Mr Wale, the Steward, being both in attendance.
Dinner was provided in the dining room of the college, and about forty of the tenants sat
down, under the presidency of Lord Henley, the company including Messrs R Wale (vicechairman), W Wale, J Wale, W Miller (churchwarden), J Deane, A Zeally, Waldren, W
French, A Bently, T Hallett, Griffin, Apsey (2), Bright, Seward (2), Pope, B Miller, C Pratt,
Poole &c. The repast, which was of a recherché description, was served up in excellent style
by Mr Thomas Parris, of the George Inn. Full justice having been done to the same, the
cloth was removed, and his Lordship proposed “the health of the Queen and the Royal
Family”, which was enthusiastically drunk. “The health of Lord Henley” was then received
with three times three, on the proposition of the vice-chairman. In responding, his Lordship,
after expressing his thanks for the kind manner in which his health had been drunk, said he
had one or two remarks to make upon a subject which naturally came before them on that
occasion, viz, as to the notice which he had given to most of his tenants - for he believed the
Act only applied to those rated above £20 - to clear himself of the operations of a Bill which
was passed in Parliament this last session, called the Agricultural Holdings Bill. This Bill
was one of those unfortunate things which he called Permissive Bills, because they gave
permission to people to adopt them or not, as they liked, and that always had seemed to
him, after some parliamentary experience, to be a mistake altogether. He thought that
members of parliament were sent to decide as to whether a thing was bad or good, to use
their judgement, and make laws out and out - to enforce them upon the country or leave
them along, making up minds one way or the other. This new Act had the permissive
element introduced into it, and gave the power to either landlord or tenant to notice
themselves out of it, and so be free from its operations. He had had several opportunities,
although he was not now in Parliament, to inform himself as to the provisions of the Act, and
had come to the conclusion that on the whole it was better to notice himself out of it, and
therefore he had done so. There was one part of the Bill to which he had no objection at all,
and which he should think would be an improvement upon the present system - and he
should be happy to adopt it, if only to avoid one custom of their Country, which he much

disapproved of - he referred to the tenants having a whole year’s notice instead of the
present half-year. He was quite willing in their agreements to give in to that point if they on
their parts would withhold from selling at the end of their tenancies the hay and straw of the
farm. That was a bad custom, he thought, and left the farm impoverished, and therefore he
suggested that instead of this being done the hay and straw should be taken at a valuation
by the incoming tenant. He thought on the whole that a year’s notice was a very proper time,
and that, of course, was a point in favour of the tenant, and one on which he should be very
willing to meet him. His principal objection to the Bill was that it gave a very complicated
system of recompense to the tenant for permanent improvements done to the land. He
should only be too glad - indeed he was sure any landlord would be, and would not think of
preventing his tenant from laying out money in permanent improvements - to make a
special agreement with him in such a case, without having recourse to the provisions of the
Act, and so avoid perhaps law suits and difficulties of that kind. Having disposed of this
subject, his Lordship proceeded to speak of the affairs of the day at Chardstock. This, he
said, was certainly a rather depressing time for them all. They had not experienced such wet
weather for many years, and it had done a great deal of damage in some parts of the
country. One thing it had done: it had made all their grass fields look remarkably green and
bright but he was told that there was no advantage in that, because these fields were so wet
that they could hardly put stock upon them. Then another thing for congratulation was that
they had had an immense crop of apples this year, but in reply to that he was told there was
such a great quantity that they were worth nothing. It was difficult to say where one might
congratulate people, but he supposed that altogether things were not so very bad, and that
although the corn crop had not produced very largely, yet he was told that all over the
kingdom there had been plenty of grass, so that setting one thing against another, he
thought altogether that affairs looked tolerably hopeful. These immense rains proved more
strongly than ever what parts of the respective farms required draining. His lordship made
several suggestions with regard to the drainage of his estate, and said he was pleased to
see that much of that land which was once rough and neglected and covered with furze now
received careful attention and was productive. Much more, however, might be done in this
direction. He expressed his great pleasure at seeing his lands look so well and his tenants
prosperous. He trusted they would meet with a continuance of that prosperity, and begged
to drink all their good healths. - The vice-chairman then gave “The health of Lady Henley”,
which was heartily drunk. In responding to the toast, Lord Henley said he was sure her
Ladyship would highly appreciate the compliment just paid her. Her Ladyship took a great
interest in the parish, and had, he believed, made many friends. - His Lordship then vacated
the chair, and the company indulged in ‘bacca, grog, and social chat. - At the same time
Lady Henley was actively engaged with the school children of the parish, who were provided
with cake and tea at the National School through her liberality, and each received a present.
We need not add how great was the enjoyment of the little ones, and with what grateful
hearts they were dismissed.
Source: Report in the Chard & Ilminster News 6.11.1875
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1875 - TYTHERLEIGH, TATWORTH, FORTON, AND CHARDSTOCK PLOUGHING
ASSOCIATION
The first meeting of the above Society took place last Friday in two fields near the Tytherleigh
Arms Inn, in the occupation of Mr William Miller, of Lower Tytherleigh Farm. There were
thirteen entries - namely, four in farmers or farmers’ sons’ class, six in the general carters’
class, and three in the boys’ class. The land was in excellent condition, and the ploughing
satisfactory. The Judges were Mr Pile, of Branscombe; Mr J S Loveridge, Balls Farm,
Musbury; and Mr John Brown, Wormstall Farm, Chiddock, Bridport. The Committee:
Mr W Mills, Lower Tytherleigh Farm; Mr W House, Tatworth; Mr Waldren, Cotley, and

Mr George Lumbard, Forton. Hon. Secretary: Mr W Miller jun., J C Langdon Esq., of
Parrocks Lodge, president for 1875.
At the close of the ploughing a dinner was provided at the Tytherleigh Arms Inn, the
president in the chair. There were present the Rev. H B Thompson, vicar of Tatworth,
Messrs C and R Langdon, W Dommett, J C Bentley (vice-chairman), W Miller, sen. and
jun., N J G Harriman, Joseph Hawker, Genge, Matthews, J Harris, Loveridge (2), W House
(2), Roberts (2), F Dening, J Smith, Pile, Brown, Waldren, Lumbard (3), Griffin (2), Miller
(6), Zeally, Burrows, Pady, French (2), Retter, Hallett (2), Seward, Vivian, Welch (2),
Hawker (2), Pyle, Pope, Deane, Northcott, Phillips (3), Keetch, Newberry, Gibbs, Grabham
(2) H Dening. Grace before and after meat was said by the Rev. H B Thompson.
On the removal of the cloth, the Chairman proposed “the health of her Majesty the Queen”. It
was, he observed, always most acceptable to every true Englishman, and he was sure the
present company would drink her Majesty’s health as it deserved to be drunk (The toast was
received with boisterous cheering, and a verse of the National Anthem was sung).
The Chairman next proposed “The Prince and Princess of Wales and the rest of the Royal
Family”, and observed that the mention of the Prince of Wales had at this time a singular
significance attached to it. He had lately left these shores to visit their vast Indian Empire,
and he was sure he carried with him their best wishes for a prosperous journey and a
happy return. (This toast was also drunk with much enthusiasm, and “God bless the Prince
of Wales” was given by Mr Harriman).
“The health of the Bishop and Clergy of the Diocese, and ministers of all denominations”,
was the next toast proposed by the Chairman, in eulogistic terms. It was an especial
pleasure to have his vicar by his side, and he would speak, he was sure, as he ought, and
they would duly entertain everything that fell from his lips (cheers).
The Rev. H B Thompson having expressed his thanks, said he was very sorry that he was
the only clergyman present. He was not the vicar of this parish, and he was sorry that the
Rev. Prebendary Woodcock, their vicar, was not with them, but he had no doubt he had
some good cause to keep him away. With regard to the Bishop of Exeter, he was wellknown to many of them, and he believed he was very much respected in his diocese as a
hard working man (hear, hear). With respect to his Bishop - the Bishop of Bath and Wells he was also known to many of that company, and was much respected, as were also, he
believed, the clergy (cheers). He had two reasons for attending there - one was to do proper
respect to Mr Langdon, their president, and the other was to show his sympathy and good
wishes for this new institution (hear, hear). He hoped it might live long and prosper, and that
it might do much good in the neighbourhood. He saw one very good motto in the room
which behoved him as a clergyman to notice. It called their attention to this one important
fact - that they could do nothing without God’s blessing. He hoped they might all remember
this in their life and practice (cheers).
Song - “The Flag of Old England”, Mr W B House.
The Chairman next gave “The Army, Navy, and Auxiliary Forces”. Their Army, he said, might
be small but small as it was it was the glory and envy of other nations, and much of the
happiness they enjoyed in England was produced from the fact that their brave men had
gone before them, and fought and died for their country (cheers). They might depend upon it
in time to come that the same strong sinewy arms that had done such good service in the
past would do so again, if occasion required it, and notwithstanding anything that might be

said to the contrary, they would ever see their good and gracious Queen ride triumphant
over the waves (loud cheers).
Song - “The Englishman”, Mr F Dening.
In responding to the above toast, on behalf of the auxiliary forces, Mr Churchill Langdon
observed that the West Somerset Yeomanry Cavalry, to which he belonged, was not at all a
bad regiment, and he had no doubt that it would do its duty if ever called upon (cheers).
Song - Parody on “You’ll remember me”. Mr G Stevens.
The Rev. H B Thompson proposed “The Lord Lieutenant and Magistrates of the County of
Dorset” and coupled with the toast the name of the Chairman (cheers).
Mr Langdon, in reply, said he hoped that the scales of justice were evenly and justly
balanced on all occasions. Their aim and object was to do justice to all men (cheers).
Song - “The Men of Merry, Merry England”. Mr Northcote.
In proposing the toast of the evening, the Chairman said he was quite sure they would all
agree with him that Societies of this sort produced the best possible results. They brought
together landlords, tenants, and agricultural labourers, and friendship and good feeling was
exhibited. He took that opportunity to animadvert upon the friendly relations between
employer and employed. They might depend upon it that no strolling demagogues were
wanted to instruct them what to do. They gave a fair week’s wages for a fair week’s work. He
hoped next year prizes would be offered for long servitude, and for the best and cleanest
cottages (cheers). He wished the Society every possible success, and assured them that
nothing should be wanting on his part to help it on. He had the greatest pleasure in
proposing “Success to the Tytherleigh, Tatworth, Forton, and Chardstock Ploughing
Association” (loud cheers).
The prizes were then distributed by the Chairman. Addressing the competitors, he said he
hoped that those who had been successful would be stimulated to still greater exertions;
and that those who this year had failed would not despair, but would be determined next
year to come off victorious. Subjoined is the prize list:
CLASS 1, FARMERS OR FARMERS’ SONS - To the Farmer or his Son who shall best
plough half-an-acre of land in a given time. A new plough, of the value of £5 5s 0d presented
by Messrs Smith and Co., Chard; G W Miller, Chardstock: James Rockett, driver, 5s 0d.
To the second best, plough tackle, value £1 1s 0d: George Walden, Cotley: George Pearce,
driver, 2s 0d.
To the third best; Benjamin Miller, Churchill, a gold pin, value £1: George Hounsell, driver,
2s 0d.
CLASS 2 - GENERAL CARTERS - To the one which shall best plough a certain portion of
land in a given time, £2 2s 0d, Robert Aplin, in the employ of Mr Lumbard, Forton:
Frederick Phippen, driver, 3s 0d.
To the second best, £1 10s 0d, James Sparks, in the employ of Mr Roberts, Tytherleigh:
George Pearce, driver, 2s 0d.

To the third best £1 0s 0d, James Roper, in the employ of Mr Diment, Stockham;
George Hoskins, driver 1s 0d.
To the fourth best 15s 0d, Henry Harris, in the employ of Mr W House, Tatworth;
John Bond, driver, 1s 0d.
To the fifth best 10s 0d, William Diment, in the employ of Mr Notley, Tatworth Farm;
Vincent Boyland, driver. 1s 0d.
CLASS 3 - BOYS UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE - To the one who shall best plough a certain
portion of land in a given time £1 0s 0d, Thomas Hallett, in the employ of Messrs Deane,
Chilson; James Hallett, driver, 2s 0d.
To the second best 15s 0d, Thomas Grabham, son of Mr Grabham, Chardstock;
Joel Evans, driver, 1s 0d.
To the third best 10s 0d, Sidney Walden, son of Mr Walden, Cotley; John Collier, driver,
1s 0d.
The Rev. H B Thompson then proposed the health of the Chairman. He had mentioned him
just now as one of the magistrates of the county, but now he wished to speak of him as a
private gentleman (hear, hear). Mr Langdon was ever trying to do good, and to be useful to
all his neighbours around him, and it was in that character that he (Mr Thompson) put him
before them now (cheers). They had been talking of the merry merry men of England, and in
their Chairman they had one of those good old squires they all loved and respected (loud
cheers). With the toast he begged to couple the name of Mrs Langdon, a lady well-known
and beloved in the neighbourhood, and the family, too, he would include in the toast,
especially naming Messrs C and R Langdon - (The toast was drunk amid loud and
continued cheering).
The Chairman said that his friend had quite taken the wind out of his sails. He never in his
life presided over a more jovial lot of fellows, and if there was one thing more gratifying to
him than any other it was to be associated with the generous-hearted yeomen of the country
(cheers). He recognised their kind mention of Mrs Langdon, and expressed his sincere and
unbounded thanks.
Mr Churchill Langdon was also called upon to respond, and in the course of his remarks
he said he was glad that their first meeting was so successful, and he trusted they would
hold many more, all of which he hoped to attend.
Song - “The British Lion”, Mr W B House.
The Chairman said they all know that the success of the Society depended much upon its
officers, and he had the greatest possible pleasure in proposing “the health of the
Committee”. (Cheers).
Mr J B House responded. He thought their first attempt was equal to that of their
neighbours, when they set sail (hear, hear). He certainly hoped that next year the
suggestions of the Chairman with regard to offering prizes for long servitude and clean and
tidy cottages would be carried out (cheers). He was quite sure that if they possessed such
presidents as Mr Langdon in years to come they could not but succeed (hear, hear).
Mr Dommett next proposed the health of the Vice-chairman, Mr Bentley. - Mr Bentley

responded. - The chairman next gave the health of the Judges. - Mr Loveridge said the
ploughing on the whole was very good; much better than it was at Hawkchurch last week.
He thought they made a great mistake when they wanted nine-inch furrows ploughed; and
let them plough eight-inch furrow first; they will find that will answer best. He was quite
pleased with the ploughing to-day, and he hoped the newly-formed society would go on and
prosper (loud cheers). Mr Pile and Mr Hawker also responded. - The Rev. Mr Thompson
next proposed the health of Mr Dommett, of Chard. - Mr Dommett responded. He had
himself been the means of establishing several of these societies - one at Thorncombe,
one at Sidbury, and another at Yarcombe - and he thought they did a great deal of good. He
was pleased to see his friend Mr Loveridge amongst them, as he was one of the Axminster
Parliament. It was amusing to read the reports of the doings at the Axminster Board, or, as
he (Mr Dommett) should call it for the future, the Axminster Republic (loud laughter). They all
knew Mr Loveridge was a jolly fellow and kept things astir.
The Chairman gave the health of the Secretary, Mr W Miller, saying he was sure Mr Miller
had spent a great deal of time in carrying out the arrangements, and they were greatly
indebted to him and the committee for the way in which this, their first meeting, had gone off.
He hoped that the society now started would go on and prosper.
Mr Miller, in responding, said he was proud that everything had passed off so satisfactorily;
it was a very good beginning, and he hoped another year to be able to offer more and better
prizes.
The next toast was that of the “Ladies”, - Mr Bentley was called on to respond, but it was not
his place to do so while there were so many younger men in the room. He begged to call on
Mr Churchill Langdon. - Mr Langdon said he did not think it was fair for him to respond to
that important toast. Mr Bentley must have had a great deal more experience of the ladies
(laughter).
Our “Next Merry Meeting” was drunk with three times three.
Several other toasts were added, and there was a lively little spar between the Chairman
and Mr Loveridge . - The Chairman said if Mr Loveridge would give up farming and put up
for a member of Parliament for East Devon he would give Mr Loveridge his vote, and
endeavour to send him up to the House of Commons as one of their representatives (loud
cheers). - Mr Loveridge responded. With regard to being a member of Parliament, that he
never should be. They would not have him in the House of Commons; he should speak his
mind too much (laughter). Mr Dommett just now was alluding to the Axminster Board of
Guardians; he must confess it was a noisy lot, but they would have fair play, and do the thing
that is right.
Source: Report in the Chard & Ilminster News 6.11.1875
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1875 - CHARD PETTY SESSIONS - ISAAC BOWDIDGE AND FRANCIS BEER
Chard Petty Sessions 8.11.1875
GAME CASES - Isaac Bowdidge and Francis Beer, labourers, of Chardstock, were
summoned for unlawfully committing a trespass by entering and being in the day time on a
certain close of land in the occupation and possession of Mr William Miller, in search of
conies, without having a license.
Complainant said he occupied Churchill Farm, in the parish of Chardstock. On the 4th

October he saw the defendants on his land busily engaged in hanging up nets. He went up
to within a few yards of them and said “Holloa, then you’re busy at it”. Defendants caught up
all the nets they could and ran away, leaving two behind them, which he now produced.
Bowdidge admitted being on the land, but denied hanging up nets.
Mr Miller said he was confident upon that point.
Beer pleaded guilty.
In answer to the Bench, Supt. Everitt said there was a previous conviction recorded against
Bowdidge, but he knew nothing against Beer.
The Bench fined Bowdidge 40s and costs (13s 6d), and Beer 20s and costs - the same.
Source: Report in the Chard & Ilminster News 13.11.1875
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1875 - CHARD PETTY SESSIONS - FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE
Chard Petty Sessions 8.11.1875
In reply to the Chairman, Mr Everitt said that the disease in his district was fast abating.
Source: Report in the Chard & Ilminster News 13.11.1875
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1875 - LANDS AT HONEYHILL, CHARDSTOCK
To be let by tender, for a term to be agreed upon from Lady Day next, an estate and lands
called “Honeyhill”, containing 24 Acres, more or less, of valuable watered meadow, pasture,
arable, and orchard Lands, now occupied by Mr James Dening. There is a convenient
Dwelling House and Homestead, with Labourer’s Cottage and Garden. The tenant to pay all
rates, taxes, and outgoings, and keep interior of building in repair. Tenders to be sent on or
before 4th December, 1875, to Mr R Dare, White Horse Inn, Ilminster, or to Messrs.
Dommett & Canning, Solicitors, Chard. The owner does not bind himself to accept the
highest or any tender.
Dated Chard, Nov. 10th, 1875.
Source: Announcement in the Chard & Ilminster News 13.11.1875.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
.
1876 - AUCTION AT BEWLEY DOWN, CHARDSTOCK
To be sold by auction, by Mr J Catford on Wednesday, January the 5th, 1876, the
undermentioned dairy goods, horse, harness, spring cart, cheese, potatoes, &c.
The property of Mr Charles Hitchcock, declining the dairy business.
Comprising: Powerful black horse, set of harness, spring cart, iron sull, 7 milk leads and
stands, 4 milk coolers, milking pails, 2 cream cans, butter and cheese tubs, churn and
stand, milk hod, cheese press and lead beds, cheese vats & followers, curd mill, yoke,
large beam and scales, weights, horse gear, copper furnace and fixtures, tubs and buckets,
pigs’ troughs, vats, pigs’ ladder, hay knife, 22-round ladder, 16-round ditto, 3 other ditto, 2
deal tables, lot of fagot and hard wood, 12 cwt. of prime cheese, about 5 bags of Scotch and

white rock potatoes, and various other useful articles.
J C has pleasure in observing that the Horse can be highly recommended, the Dairy Goods
are in excellent condition, the Cheese of good quantity, and the whole is intended for
absolute sale.
Sale to commence at 2 o’clock in the afternoon.
Dated High Street, Chard, December 27th, 1875.
Source: Announcement in the Chard & Ilminster News 1. 1. 1876.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1876 - COUNTY PETTY SESSIONS
Held on Monday, Jan. 10th, 1876 before the Right Hon. Viscount Bridport, J C Langdon,
sen., and C Langdon, jun., Esqrs.
Mr Churchill Langdon sat for the first time as a Justice of the Peace for the Ilminster
Division of the County.
ADJOURNED CASE - George Powell was summoned for trespassing in pursuit of game on
land at Chardstock in the possession and occupation of Mr William Miller. This was an
adjourned case. The defendant pleaded not guilty. - Mr Benjamin Miller said he was a
farmer residing at Chardstock. His father rented a farm called Churchill. On the 27th
November he was in “Coombe” Field, and saw the defendant there. He was close to the
hedge, and about a dozen yards from the footpath. He saw a net over a rabbit’s hole close to
where the defendant was standing. Witness got over the hedge for the purpose of seeing if
there was any one about. He saw no one, and went back into the field again where he had
seen Powell, who was then walking off. He found the net had been taken away. Witness
was not gone more than about two or three minutes. - By the Bench: He told the defendant
when first he saw him that he should summon him. He only saw one net down. Henry Cousins, labourer, in the employ of Mr Deane, Chilson, said he saw the defendant in
the field in question. He had a net down over a rabbit’s hole. He was about 110 yards from
Powell, hiding behind a gate post. - Defendant had nothing to say in answer, and was fined
10s and 10s expenses.
Source: Report in the Chard & Ilminster News 15. 1. 1876.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1876 - CHARDSTOCK - EVA DIAMOND
POLICE, Saturday. - Before Vaughan Hanning Vaughan Lee, Esq., M.P.
IMPUDENT ROBBERY - Eva Diamond, a young woman of Chardstock, Dorset, was brought
up in custody by A S Hancock, charged with stealing at Ilton, on the 18th instant, a gold pin,
a gold brooch, and a gold albert chain, of the value of £4, the property of Mr Charles Canes,
blacksmith, of Ilton. It appeared from the evidence that the prosecutor was a blacksmith,
residing at Ilton and carrying on business at Ilminster. The prisoner’s sister was the
prosecutor’s servant, and on Tuesday, the 11th instant, the prisoner arrived at the house of
the prosecutor to take the place of her sister, who was obliged to go home on account of
illness. On the morning of the 18th instant, prosecutor left his home at Ilton for his shop at
Ilminster, leaving his wife (an invalid) and the prisoner in his house. About seven o’clock in
the evening of the same day, from a communication he received from a neighbour, he
returned to Ilton, when he found that the prisoner had decamped and had taken with her a

gold pin, a gold brooch, and a gold albert chain. He gave information to the police, and the
same evening A S Hancock started in pursuit of the missing “Eva”, and at three o’clock on
the following morning that officer found her in bed at a private house in Bath Street, Chard,
with the stolen articles in her possession. On charging her with the theft, she at first did not
make any reply, but afterwards said she took them because she wanted to get in the lockup. She was then taken to the police-station at Ilminster. Prisoner, who said she hadn’t
anything to say in defence, was committed for trial at the assizes.
Source: Report in the Chard & Ilminster News 29. 1.1876.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1876 - CHARDSTOCK SCHOOL - MISS HAWKINS
Miss Hawkins, who has been national schoolmistress here for the past seven years, has
been appointed with a higher salary to the schools, Beer, Devon.
A contemporary says: - St. Andrews College, which was built by the worthy vicar, the
Rev. Prebendary Woodcock (now rector of All Saints’, in this parish), which we are sorry to
say has been vacant for the last two years, we hear is to be rented for a long term by the
Rev. - Robinson, of Chigwell, Essex, and we are glad to say it is to be re-opened very soon,
when we hope the village will be a little more lively than at present, as it has been very quiet
here for the past two years. The college is close to the beautiful church; it has a splendid
view and is undergoing a thorough repair.
Source: Village report in the Chard & Ilminster News 25.3.1876.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1876 - ACCIDENT - JOHN APLIN
ACCIDENT. - On Thursday, the 6th instant, a boy named John Aplin, 11 years of age, in the
service of Mr Bowyer, of Paradise, in the parish of Chardstock, was engaged feeding a
chaff-cutter, when he got three of his left hand fingers in the machine. The tops of the middle
fingers were cut off near the first joint; the top of the forefinger was cut nearly off just below
the nail.
Source: Village report in the Chard & Ilminster News 15.6.1876.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1876 - CHARDSTOCK NEWS
We are glad to know that Chardstock will again become a scene of busy industry in that high
and important work of educating the young. The Rev. H M Robinson, of Chigwell, has taken
the premises so long used for this purpose by Rev. C Woodcock, and we trust that his
labours will be as effective and as greatly valued by the pupils who may be able to benefit by
the advantages held forth. Chardstock village must be in gala spirits this Easter-tide.
A SNOWDROP mania has, according to a correspondent, attacked several of the residents
in this parish recently. It appears that some time ago a nurseryman expressed his
willingness to buy any quantity of the little bulbs, and a dairyman undertook to grow a large
supply for him. The secret oozed out, and a number of persons eagerly entered into the
competition. Snowdrops were freely purchased, and the price rose rapidly as the time for
the arrival of the expected purchaser drew nigh. Alas! he came not; and now those who are
fond of spring flowers can buy one sort very cheaply at Chardstock.
Source: Village report in the Chard & Ilminster News 15.6.1876.
.......................................................................................................................................................................

1877 - LETTER-BOX AT HOOK MILLS
Application having been made through the postmaster at Chard for the erection of a wall
letter-box at Hook Mills, the request was early responded to, and will no doubt be a great
convenience.
Source: Pulman’s “News From The Past” 1977 (exact date unknown)
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1878 - CHARDSTOCK - THIS WAS THE NEWS - 100 YEARS AGO - 19.1.1878
Fire broke out at the premises of Mr Smith, Dairyman, of Chardstock, originating in a
chimney in the kitchen, it spread over the building the house was soon burnt to the ground,
a large portion of the household furniture being consumed, as well as a valuable stock of
cheese. Mr Smith had occupied the premises for 33 years.
Source: Pulman’s Chard, Ilminster, Axminster edition 19.1.1978
.......................................................................................................................................................................

1878 - CHARDSTOCK - FIRE
On Monday evening, the cottage of James Willey, of Crawley, Chardstock was discovered to
be on fire by two lads, who gave the alarm to the men at Messrs. Bonfield’s Foundry. The
men found it of no use trying to arrest the fire, but they were successful in their endeavours
to save the goods, with the exception of the contents of one bed-room. The boys, who
discovered the fire saw a man close by the house, who, on seeing them, started, and on
Tuesday was apprehended on suspicion.
Source: Western Gazette 22.3.1878
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1878 - CHARDSTOCK NEWS
Chardstock – A swarm of bees was secured at Coaxdon Hall on Saturday last, the 5th of
October instant. At this date a ‘swarm’ of bees is extraordinary. There is a young apple tree
in full bloom in Mr R Bonfield’s garden, at the New Inn.
Source: Pulman’s “News From The Past” 1977 edition 19.10.1978
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1878 - CHARDSTOCK - MR DENING
Axminster – Board of Guardians, Mr Dening, shoemaker of Chardstock, took out a boy from
the house as an apprentice, and now attended to state that the boy gave satisfaction. The
Board consented to give Mr Dening £5, a suit of clothes value £1.15/-, and to bind the boy
for five years on condition that Mr Dening gave him 9d a week for the fourth year and 1s 3d a
week for the last year. Mr Dening at first thought the allowance too much, but ultimately
agreed to the conditions. The clerk was accordingly instructed to draw up the necessary
indentures for signature next week.
Source: Pulman’s “News From The Past” 1977 (exact date unknown)
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1881 - AXMINSTER UNION WORKHOUSE
The Census taken on the night of 3rd April 1881 record that of the 130 “residents” of
Axminster Union Workhouse three were born in Chardstock:
Elisha HORNER, male, aged 70 and married. Formerly a Carter
Thomas HUNT, male, aged 75 and unmarried. Formerly a Lime Burner

Rachael STENT, female, aged 72 and married. Formerly a Needlewoman
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1881 - CHARDSTOCK VILLAGE CRICKET CLUB
On Saturday an interesting match was played here between an eleven got together by the
Rev. G H P Barlow and the village club. The result shows the village victorious by nine
wickets, thanks to the batting of Mr Barlow and Mr Paris. For the Rev. G H P Barlow’s side,
Mr Woodcock put together 31 in capital style. His bowling also came well to the front. After
the game was over the village players were supplied with a capital supper through the
liberality of Mr P Woodcock, who also kindly gave refreshments during the game.
A full scorecard was printed in the newspaper, which named the teams as:
Village Club - Barlow, E Beer, Bond, W Forsey, J French, J Grabham, T Grabham,
W Guest, Honebun, G Newbery, Paris and E Scriven.
Rev. G H Barlow’s Team - Rev. G H Barlow, J Forward, S Forward, G Jackson,
J Jackson, B Matthew, G Matthew, H Matthew, C Michel, G Michel, E Smith
and W Woodcock.
Source: Village report in the Chard & Ilminster News 27.8.1881.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1881 - CHARDSTOCK - DISPUTE AS TO ENGINEERING WORK
The case of O. A. Bodley v C. Titterton was heard at the Exeter County Court on Monday, the
12th instant [12.9.1881], before Mr. M. Fortescue, Judge. Plaintiff is an ironfounder and
mechanical engineer, carrying on business in the Commercial Road, Exeter, defendant
being the proprietor of cement works at Coaxden.
Mr. Bucknill, barrister, of the Western Circuit, instructed by Mr. B. C. Gidley, was for the
plaintiff; and the defendant was defended by Mr. Friend.
The case was sent down for trial from the Queen’s Bench Division. Plaintiff in June and
August of 1878, agreed to certain work for the defendant at his mills for the sum of £185.
Subsequently alterations and additions were made to the contract, and for these alterations
£76 15s further was charged. As all of the work specified under the original contract was not
completed, defendant claimed a deduction of £31 from the £185, and this the plaintiff
consented to allow. Some questions then arose as to the extra work.
The matter was referred to the arbitration of an engineer in London, and the curious part of
the thing was that that gentleman gave a verdict for about three times the amount that the
plaintiff claimed. On an appeal by the defendant to the Queen’s Bench Division this award
was set aside with costs against the plaintiff, Mr. Justice Denman holding that the arbitrator
had decided more than the question raised in the action, and had shown himself unable to
decide the case between the parties. The matter was afterwards sent down to the County
Court Judge, and it now came on for hearing.
His Honour questioned his right to try the case. His opinion was that he had no jurisdiction
in the matter. Certainly he could not try it unless both parties agreed to rest by his finding. He
had no desire to put them to further expense, seeing what it had already cost them.
Mr. Bucknill said the plaintiff was most anxious to have the matter settled. He was quite
willing that His Honour should deal with it. Mr. Friend pointed out that it was a question,
supposing the case was decided by His honour, whether afterwards the whole thing might
not be nullified. His honour expressed the opinion that the case was one rightly for
reference to a professional man. It was quite impossible that he could deal with it properly.

He suggested to the parties that it would be best to agree between themselves to refer the
matter to an arbitrator to settle all the questions in dispute The parties however, were
unable to come to any arrangement, and ultimately His Honour dismissed the case for want
of jurisdiction. The result is that the matter will be sent back to the superior Court, with the
Judge’s report as to the reason for its dismissal.
Source: Report in the Chard & Ilminster News 17.9.1881
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1881 - CHARDSTOCK HARVEST FESTIVAL
We understand that the Harvest Festival service will take place at this church on Sunday
evening next at 7 o’clock. The music will be a special feature, as the excellent trebles of the
College choir will, we believe, be reinforced by members of Chard Choral Society and of
Sherborne Abbey Choir. The evening offertory will be devoted to the funds of that most useful
institution the Taunton Hospital.
Source: Village report in the Chard & Ilminster News 1.10.1881
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1881 - SALE OF MYRTLE COTTAGE IN THE VILLAGE OF CHARDSTOCK
Three miles from Chard and four from Axminster
Important and attractive Sale of the neat and valuable household furniture, carpets and rugs,
brass-mounted bedsteads, handsome cheffoniers, office and other tables, pier and toilet
glasses, marble top washstands, bedroom and other chairs, bedding, the usual kitchen
requisities, 8 small pigs, &c.
Messrs. Gage and Son are instructed by Mrs Kettlewell, to sell by public competition on
Friday, October the 14th, 1881, without reserve, commencing at one o’clock punctually, the
following truly valuable furniture, pigs, &c.
Comprising - Large pier glass in gilt frame, 8 handsome drawing room chairs, handsome
mahogany cheffonier, handsome chiffonier inlaid with brass with glass folding doors;
mahogany two-lap table, mahogany butler’s tray and stand, Brussels carpet, Queen’s lamp,
2 pictures, mahogany coffee table, handsome mahogany writing table with drawers
complete; handsome bookcase with glass front, shelves and drawers lined with crimson
satin, mahogany music stand with drawer, a quantity of books, 6 pieces of capital old china,
a quantity of glass and china, decanters, water bottles, sherry and other glasses, tea and
breakfast set, sowing machine stand, 2 fenders, fire sets, sundry carpets, pole and rings,
scuttle, floor cloth, box, &c.
THE BEDROOMS comprise - Two handsome brass-mounted iron bedsteads with furniture,
4 white counter-panes, 4 pairs of blankets, feather pillows and bolsters, 2 mahogany halfcircle washstands with marble tops and ware, 6 bedroom chairs, handsome mahogany
enclosed washstand with ware and glass complete, mahogany toilet glass, picture in gilt
frame, table and drawers, chest of drawers, iron bedstead, hair mattress, wool ditto,
handsome mahogany square toilet glass on twist supports, 3 towel horses, stair carpet, 2
Brussels carpets, mahogany round table, pier glass, toilet glass, mahogany chamber
cupboard with marble tops, bedit, wool mate and rugs, picture, warming pan, scuttle, fender
and fire irons, bath, foot bath and can, linen basket, poles and rings, blinds, lamp, Indian
and Manilla matting &c.
KITCHEN comprises - Table and drawers, cupboard with drawers, 4 Kitchen chairs, plate

rack, mats, linen airers, 2 plate warmers, table, stool, splendid tin safe bound with iron,
dinner set, tea ware, jugs, basins, cups, bread pans, plate basket, brooms and brushes,
housemaid’s boxes, mahogany side table and bracket, paste boards, wire covers, plated
dish covers &c.
SCULLERY consists of copper boiler, 10 saucepans of different sizes, stewpans, strainers,
knife box, a quantity of tins and jars, water cans, sets of fire irons, large bell, large boiler and
steamer, pans, stands, together with the usual kitchen and scullery requisites.
OUT-DOOR EFFECTS comprise - Eight nice young pigs, 2 iron stoves, a quantity of old iron,
French trunk, leather portmanteau, large crate, ash box with doors complete, safe, 3 water
butts, glass light and frame, wood, flower pots, garden tools, mowing machine, stove &c.,
with a multiplicity of other valuable lots.
The sale will commence at one o’clock punctually. As the lots are numerous therefore a
punctual attendance is solicited.
The above will be on view the day previous to that of the Sale from 10 to 4.
Dated Sisterhood, Axminster, 28th September, 1881
Source: Sale notice in the Chard & Ilminster News 1.10.1881 and 8.10.1881.
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1881 - CHARDSTOCK HARVEST THANKSGIVING
HARVEST THANKSGIVING - The annual harvest thanksgiving services in connection with St.
Andrew’s Church in this village were held on Sunday, and were well attended. The church is
in itself exquisitively beautiful, but looked specially so on this occasion through the
decoration introduced, which both as to design and execution were all that the best taste
and unsparing pains could render them. The congregations were large, and in the evening
very much crowded, numbers even then being unable to get in; this may be accounted for in
part by the fact that the musical part of the service was exceptionally good, the ordinary choir
being ably assisted by some gentlemen from Chard.
Source: Village report in the Chard & Ilminster News 8.10.1881
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1881 - JOHN BONFIELD, DECEASED
Pursuant to the Act of Parliament 22nd and 23rd Victoria,Chapter 35, entitled “An Act to
further amend the law of property and to relieve Trustees”.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that all Creditors and other persons having any claims or
demands upon or against the estate of John Bonfield, late of Crawley, in the parish of
Chardstock, in the County of Dorset, wheelwright and ironfounder, deceased, who died on
the 6th day of August, 1867, and whose will was proved in the district registry attached to
Her Majesty’s Court of Probate at Blandford, on the 17th day of September, 1867, by
John Bonfield, of Crawley aforesaid, son of the deceased, the sole executor therein named,
who died on the 4th day of September, 1868, and whose will was proved in the said district
registry on the 31st day of October following, by Samuel Bonfield his brother, now of Crawley
aforesaid, the sole executor therein named, are hereby required on or before the 14th day of
November next, to send to us the undersigned, the solicitors to the said Samuel Bonfield,
full particulars in writing of such claims or demands.

AND NOTICE IS HEREBY ALSO GIVEN that after that date the assets of the said deceased
will be distributed among the parties entitled thereto, having regard only to the claims or
demands of which notice shall then have been given. And the representatives of the said
first named John Bonfield will not be liable for any claims or demands of which notice shall
not then have been given.
CLARKE AND LUKIN, Chard, Somerset.
Dated the 6th day of October, 1881.
Source: Announcement in the Chard & Ilminster News 22.10.1881
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1881 - CHARDSTOCK - CENTRAL AFRICAN MISSION
A meeting will be holden on Friday, October 28 (Feast of S. Simon and S. Jude), in the
college dining hall, Chardstock in behalf of the above mission. An address will be given by
the Rev. F. G. Williams, who is attached to the staff of the mission, and has just returned to
England. Full choral evensong in the Parish Church at 6 15 p.m. The meeting will
commence at 7 p.m.
Source: Announcement in the Chard & Ilminster News 22.10.1881.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1881 - CHARDSTOCK - ST. ANDREW’S COLLEGE ATHLETIC SPORTS
On Tuesday Edencote Lodge (the seat of E. S. Rodd, Esq.) and the neighbourhood, were in
a state of great animation, it was the day appointed for the annual athletic sports in
connection with Chardstock College, on which occasion Mr. Rodd has for several years
past kindly permitted the use of his grounds and exercised open-house hospitality. The spot
is admirably suited for such an exhibition, both from its natural attractions and its easy
distance from Chard and Chardstock; on Tuesday, however, there were visitors who
appeared regardless of distance, coming, as many did, from Axminster, Ilminster,
Hawkchurch, Membury, and other places still more distant. Amongst those present were the
Rev. and Mrs. Hansom, Rev. J. Going and party, Mr. and Mrs. Burtt, Mr. Spicer, Misses
Hurry, Mr. and Mrs. Charlesworth, Mrs. and Misses Langdon, Mr. W. J. Tucker, Miss
Spicer, Mrs. Woodgates, Canon and Mrs. Woodcock, Misses Woodcock, Mr. and Mrs. S.
Forward and party, Mrs. J. C. and Miss Cox, Rev. J. P. and Mrs. Billing, Rev. H. S. King,
Rev. Preb. and Miss Buller, Rev. and Mrs. Hamilton, Rev. H. Cartwright, Mr. Johns, Mr.
Ellerton. Rev. H. B. Thompson, Mr. and Mrs. Rodd, Rev. C. R. and Mrs. Elrington, &c, &c.
The proverbial “clerk of the weather” must have been in a more favourable state of mind
than in previous years, for the day was remarkably fine; the autumn sun shed his glorious
brightness on the beauteous autumn scene, and confirmed our opinion that a fine October
day is as charming and enjoyable as any day can be; how wonderful the autumn tints - the
golden browns, the gorgeous reds, looking “like tongues of flame”; these, with the scarlet
berries and endless variety of shades, contrasting with dark evergreens and the soft grass
below, enable us in such a place as Edencote to understand more fully the poet’s
description “The air is soft as eider-down;
And brown October eye
Is looking out to woo thee forth
Beneath its sapphire sky”.

The arrangements for the sports were exceptionally good and under the management of the
following:- President, Rev. H. M. Robinson, D.D.; vice-president, P. J. M. Rogers, Esq;
treasurer, H. H. Beaumont; judges, Revds. H Cartwright and H. S. King; committee,
P. J. M. Rogers, H. H. Beaumont, A. Tilley, H. M. Shugar, W. G. Smith, F. Lace, D. G. Evans,
J. E. L. Woodland, and R. M. Peile; referee E. S. Rodd, Esqr.; starters, W. G. Smith and
A. Tilley; Hon. Sec. F. Lace. The pupils of the college were present, and, as we thought, in
larger numbers than ever, all of them, of course, not a little interested in the programme, as
were, also, the large staff of masters and assistants. These games are looked forward to
with as much desire and anxiety (if with less solemnity) as the Grecian games of old, where
the greatest of the world’s potentates competed and rejoiced to win the leafy crown. The
competitors on Tuesday were known by their picturesque and distinctive dresses, in which
the blending of gay colours was very tasteful and added to the general effect of the scene
presented. We can scarcely say in the poet’s words that “Around the wide arena, tier on tier
Sat a gay young throng and waited for the show.”
for only the last line is true; a “gay throng” there was, and as deeply interested as in the old,
old days, when
“Chariots whirled
All round about the ring with prancing steeds,
Until at last the clarion blew,
And all the combatants came flocking in;
Slender, and lithe, and strong.”
A foot-race opened the proceedings at the time announced, when the victors won more than
the “double crown of parsley” said to have been the prize won by Paris at his first foot-race.
As to hurdle-races, high jumps, &c, they were not in fashion in the age of Paris, and the picka-back race, that, of course, was unknown at public games. Things are changed since then,
happily, and are constantly changing still. Who knows what the next generation may exhibit?
One thing is certain, they will not present a more complete programme nor excel the
admirable manner in which it was gone through - without bitch anywhere, we believe, and,
happily, without accident. We append the programme of events and results.
PRIZE LIST
100 YARDS (open) - First prize, a cup, Tilley ma. [major]; 2nd, hare inkstand, Shugar. There
were six competitors, but the winners made the pace, and won with comparative ease.
Shugar pressed Tilley very close.
100 YARDS (under 14) - Fernie won by several yards. Davies ma., being second. First prize,
a cup, second a horn beaker.
HIGH JUMP (open) - First, claret jug, Shugar; second. oak and silver salts, Taylor. In this
event there were 11 competitors, the winners, however, being considerably in advance.
HURDLE RACE (under 14) - Only three boys ran, viz., Fernie, Lonsdale mi. [minor], and
Peile mi., and in this order they reached the tape, the prize, a horn beaker, being awarded to
Fernie, who ran in very good style.
HURDLE RACE (open) 120 yards - Shugar and Tilley ma., ran first and second. They were
well clear of their opponents, Woodland, Vibart, and Compton ma. It should be said that

Woodland tripped during the race.
HIGH JUMP (under 14) - This lay between Fernie, Mackenzie, Bigg, and Lonsadle mi., but
Fernie, who was much bigger that his opponents, proved himself to be also the most
nimble. Mackenzie was second. There was one prize only, a clear horn beaker.
QUARTER-MILE (open) - First, oak and silver beaker, Bowman; second, vine toast rack,
Woodland. Bowman showed good form.
QUARTER-MILE (under 14) - First, marmalade pot, Peile mi.; second, cruet stand, Burrows.
Lovell, a very little fellow, led to within a few yards of the tape when he unfortunately fell, thus
losing the race, which he had fairly in hand.
HALF-MILE (open) - This was a very interesting race, there being 34 competitors, and all
were handicapped. Very few, however, ran the distance, and Holt, who received a start of
100 yards, won by a good distance. Tatlor (10 yards) was second, and Bowman (25) third.
LONG JUMP (under 14) - First, silver beaker, Fernie, 13 ft. 2 in. Burrows was second with
12 ft. 11 in.
MILE RACE (open) - First, beaker, Taylor; second, butter dish, Bowman; 3rd, beaker,
Beaumont. Most of the 11 competitors in this event cried “enough” before the finish. Taylor
and Beaumont at first led at a good pace, the latter being passed by Bowman in the first lap.
LONG JUMP (open) - First, biscuit box, Shugar; second, case of brushes, Tilley ma. Shugar
made the good jump of 18 ft. 1 in.
KICKING THE FOOTBALL - First, photo album, Crickmay mi.; 2nd, cruet, Evans.
200 YARDS HANDICAP (under aft. in.) - First, butterdish, Davies mi. (15 yards); 2nd, pencil
case, Lovell (5).
MASTERS’ RACE, 100 yards handicap - First, tankard, Mr. P. J. M. Rogers (scratch); 2nd,
beaker, Mr. W. G. Smith (scratch).
RACE FOR BOYS OVER 14 AND UNDER 16, 250 yards - Vibart, 1, a dressing case;
Barker ma., 2, champagne cup.
STEEPLE CHASE (open) - Here Taylor and Bowman again figured, being both of them
good long distance runners. Several hedges and two water courses were included, the
point of attraction being of course in the latter, and the sudden and anything but pleasant
immersions of the boys in the slimy dirty water caused much amusement. The prizes were
well won by Taylor, Bowman, and Beaumont respectively.
REMAINING RACES - Preparatory School Race - First, Mahon; 2nd, Compton mi. Pick-aBack Race (open) - 1st, Taylor and Mackenzie; 2nd, Shugar and Crickmay, mi. Villagers’
Race (over 15) - Honeybun. Villagers’ Race (under 15) - Paull. Consolation Race (open) Feile, ma. Consolation Race (under 14) - Jackson. 150 yards handicap (3rd form and
preparatory) - 1st, Green; 2nd, Fernie. Pick-a-back Race (ditto) - Lonsdale mi. and Kittlewell.
VICTOR LUDORUM - Taylor, a handsome claret jug.
The interesting formality was then observed of presenting the prizes. These had been laid

out in the large tent, and looked specially tempting and handsome. Before the distribution,
however, Dr Robinson said he must express his very great thanks to those gentlemen who
had assisted in the sports, and the committee, and he was sure the mention of the names
of the Rev. H. S. King, and H. Cartwright, Mr. Rogers, Mr. Smith and other would call forth
their cheers, for the success of the sports had mainly depended on the excellent way in
which they had discharged their duties. Also Mr. Rodd, the referee; fortunately, his services
were not called into requisition, but he believed if there has been any occasion for a
reference being made Mr. Rodd’s decision would have been characterised by his usual
good sense. (Applause). And now, as to the lady whom he had selected to present the
prizes; he felt sure they would agree with him that if he had left the selection to themselves it
would not have been anyone but Mrs. Hanson, and he felt it was rather his own right to ask
his dear sister-in-law to do the pleasing duty, because of the interest which both she and
Mr. Hanson always took in them all. (Cheers).
The prize-winners on receiving their awards were loudly applauded, more specially Taylor,
who had won the prize of honour. Cheers then followed for Mrs. Hanson, Dr. Robinson,
Mr. Rodd, and others. In acknowledging the compliment paid to Mrs. Hanson, the Rev.
J. W. Hanson said it gave him very great pleasure to be present at the sports. It was
needless for him to speak of the interest he took in the his own son being for six years a
pupil under Dr. Robinson, but he would tell them that that interest would never abate, and he
should always endeavour to be with them on these pleasant occasions. (Applause).
Mr and Mrs Rodd having been collectively cheered, Dr Robinson said he had one more
reference to make, which was to Mr Rodd and Mr Jeerer's, the landlord and tenant, who
had so kindly lent the field for the sports. (Cheers). Mr Rodd, in reply, said he was very
pleased to place his ground at their disposal, and he hoped he should see them there on
many future occasions. The company then dispersed, many to partake further of the
hospitality so freely dispensed by Mr and Mrs Rodd, and all with pleasant remembrances of
this most successful occasion.
Source: Report in the Chard & Ilminster News 22.10.1881
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1881 - TO IRON-FOUNDERS, SMITHS, CARPENTERS, WHEELWRIGHTS, AND OTHERS
CRAWLY FOUNDRY, CHARDSTOCK, DORSET
About three miles from Chard.
Unreserved sale of foundry plant, oak, elm, and ash timber, plank and board, steam
engines, agricultural implements, bar and scrap iron, lathes, carpenters’, smiths’ &
wheelwrights’ benches and tools, dairy cows, dairy utensils, hay, mangled wurzel, potatoes,
apples, furniture, etc.
MESSRS. CATBIRD & SON respectfully announce that they have received instruction from
the Executors late Mr. J. Bondfield, to sell by auction on Wednesday, the 16th of November,
1881, and following days, the undermentioned stock-in-trade.
PLANT, TOOLS, IMPLEMENTS, DAIRY COWS, HAY, etc.
Twenty-five ash timber trees, 5 oak ditto, 600 feet of oak and elm plank, 2,000 feet of oak,
elm, deal, alder, and sycamore board, 40 dozen of oak spokes, 20 dozen of fells, wheel
stocks, 2 pairs of putt wheels, 4 new wagon wheels, slabs, rod and bar iron, wagon shafts,
3 wheelbarrows, and upwards of 20 tons of scrap iron in suitable lots.
4-HORSE-POWER PORTABLE STEAM ENGINE
blast furnace, fan and belt, charcoal mill, 4 dozen pairs of flasks, four ladles, core prints,

shear blocks and patterns from all the leading manufacturers in the kingdom, 2 pairs of
smiths’ bellows, five anvils and blocks, cooling troughs, six pairs of vice, hammers,
sledges, Swedes, tongs, screw-cutting engine, stocks and dies, an assortment of taps, pair
of French mill stones, four carpenter’s benches, lathe with driving wheel, turning tools, lot of
capenter’s and wheelwright’s patterns, paint-stone and mulla, oils and paints, circular, pit
and crosscut saws, timber carriage with cranes and blocks, bonding platform, etc.
IMPLEMENTS
Iron and wood ploughs, drags, harrows, scarifies, Chambers’ iron roller, grass seed
machine, mowing machine, seed and manure drill, horse gears of various sizes,
intermediate motions, four thrashing machines, three winnowing machines, corn crusher,
root pulpier, turnip cutter, chaff-cutters, one-horse wagon, 2 spring carts, broad-wheel putt,
breaching and trace harness, hay knife, hay forks and rakes, ladders, etc.
LIVE STOCK, DAIRY UTENSILS, etc.
In-calf dairy cows, 3 three-year-old in-calf heifers, 2 calves, 2 milk coolers and stands, 4 milk
tins, cream can, skimmer and strainer, 2 churns and stand, butter tub, cheese press, vats
and followers, beam, scales and weights, furnace and fixtures, 3 pigs’ troughs, about seven
tons of prime hay, upwards of six tons of mangled wurzel, 150 bags of prime cider fruit,
apple mill, double-screw cider press, pair of cider screws, casks sufficient to contain 80
hogsheads, 30 bags of choice potatoes, a quantity of manure, etc.
HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE
Four-post bedstead and furniture, painted French and other bedsteads, carved oak ditto,
feather beds, bolsters, and pillows, fleck ditto, blankets, sheets, and counterpanes,
washstands, toilet ware, dressing tables, toilet glasses, mahogany and painted chests of
drawers, carved oak chests, wardrobe, night commodes, bedroom chairs, 8-day American
clock, 30-hour clock in case, bedroom carpets, two-lap mahogany, oak, and other tables,
kitchen chairs, armchair, sofa, sideboard, antique oak bureau, writing desk, four-lap screen,
clock and case, corner cupboard, oil paintings, prints (framed and glazed), single barrel
gun, 2 warming pans, trays, lamps, cocoanut matting, meat safe, baking trough, salting tray,
2 washing trays and stands, grate, fender, fire irons, fire dogs, back crooks, etc.
Sale to commence with the Stock in Trade on Wednesday, at twelve o’clock, to be followed
by the Plant and Tools, Implements, Live Stock. Hay, Roots, Dairy Utensils, and Furniture. A
punctual attendance is respectfully solicited.
The Auctioneers invite the special attention of the Trade to the above Sale of valuable Plant,
useful Tools, modern Implements, and extensive Stock in Trade, which will on inspection
be found worthy of their consideration. The Dairy Cows are of large size and excellent
milkers, the Hay of superior quality, to be carried off, Fruit choice, and every Lot will be
unreservedly sold.
Dated Auction and Insurance Offices, Chard, October 29th, 1881.
Source: Announcement in the Chard & Ilminster News 5.11.1881 and 12.11.1881.
Preliminary Notice of sale appeared in Chard & Ilminster News 22/29.10.1881
......................................................................................................................................................................
1881 - AXMINSTER PETTY SESSIONS Tuesday, 8th November, 1881
WEAK LEGS - William Berry, of Chardstock, pleaded guilty to being helplessly drunk on the
highway on the 1st of November. P.C. West lake proved finding defendant sprawling across
the road. Defendant said that he had a “drop o’ drink, and it upset my stuck, and made my

legs weak”. In answer to the Bench, he said that it was no pleasure to him - at least, he
thought so next day. Fined 1s and 10s 6d costs.
Source: Court report in the Chard & Ilminster News 12.11.1881
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1881 - CHARDSTOCK - CANDIDATES FOR GAOL
A correspondent writes:- As I was returning from Chardstock, via Tytherleigh, last Sunday
evening (Nov. 6), I was attacked by from 15 to 20 roughs. I first noticed that they were
following me closely, and using bad language, when to my surprise, I was suddenly struck
very forcibly on my back with a stick. On asking them to desist, the blow was repeated, this
time upon my head. I now thought it time to take some action to get away from them, so I
started to run. They followed, but I very soon outran them. Had I not done so, no doubt I
should have been half-killed, as they followed me like a pack of hungry wolves. I think a stop
should be put to this kind of highway attacking; and as cowards are very deceitful and untrue
to each other, if any of the gang will give information as would lead to the conviction of the
one who struck me, he will be rewarded on applying to the Constable, Chardstock.
Source: Report in the Chard & Ilminster News 12.11.1881.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1881 - CHARDSTOCK FESTIVAL
We understand that St. Andrew’s day will be kept as a festival at St. Andrew’s College,
Chardstock. There will be festal services at the beautiful Parish Church, which is used as a
school chapel. a public luncheon in the National schoolroom, and a concert in the College
hall. The sermon at the 11.30 a.m. service will be preached by the Rev. R. E. Coles, M.A.,
vicar of St. John’s Church, St. Ives, Cornwall, and a collection made in behalf of an organ
improvement fund. The gentlemen of the Abbey choir, Sherborne, and some gentlemen
from Chard, have consented to assist the College choir, and as Mr. Lyle, the Sherborne
organist, will preside at the organ, the music will be a great feature.
Source: Report in the Chard & Ilminster News 26.11.1881.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1882 -TRAVELLERS REST AT CHARDSTOCK
In May 1882 a “destructive fire” was reported at Chardstock where the Travellers Rest and a
large portion of its contents were said to have been destroyed. The report stated “The
inmates, it appears, had retired to rest and discovered the fire too late to prevent the
mischief which resulted”.
Source: Pullmans News Chard, Ilminster and Axminster edition 20.5.1982
.................
The story of the ‘great fires of 100 years ago’, carried in the 20 May issue of the ‘News’,
greatly interested a Chardstock reader, who has family associations with the Travellers
Rest, Chardstock.
Mrs E M Deem of Harvey's, Britoil, near Chardstock, writes:
‘My husband was born at the Travellers Rest, Chardstock, also his father (his father was
married from there). It was always a pub, owned by the Deem family. My husband never
heard of a fire there; his mother died only a few years ago, aged 97 years, so was there
another Travellers Rest, I would like to know? It is now a private dwelling, sad to say, having
been sold out of the family.’ If any reader knows more about the ‘destructive fire’ at the

Travellers Rest, which was reported to have destroyed the building and most of its contents,
Mrs Deem would like to know.
Source: Pullmans News Chard, Ilminster and Axminster edition 3.6.1982
Note: In 2011 when a local builder was undertaking restoration work on the front of the
building, a substantial piece of wood, measuring approximately 30 ins x 6 ins x 4 ins was
found embedded in the wall. It was heavily charred and, from the position in the wall, may
have been the support for the sign for the inn. This indicates that at an unknown date there
had been a fire of some significance.
.......................................................................................................................................................................

1884 CHARDSTOCK - THIS WAS THE NEWS - 100 YEARS AGO - 19.7.1884
Chardstock Court Leet – on Thursday 8th November, the yearly Court Leet of Lord Henley
took place and afterwards the half-yearly audit was collected by his Lordship. The tenants
numbered about 40 and all paid the full rent and two farms that had fallen out of hand – one
by the death of Mr Selwood of Axminster, and the other by the death of Mr John Chard of
Yeovil, were re-let. There were a few tenants who from old age and other resorts, could not
attend the capital dinner supplied by Mr and Miss Parris, Lord Henley was in the chair and
Mr Robert Wale in the vice-chair. After dinner the vice-chairman proposed his Lordship’s
health, which was received with cheers as was the health of Lady Henley. His Lordship
having returned thanks for the way in which his tenants had met him, spoke on the
Agricultural Holdings Act and other topics and was listened to with great attention.
Source: Pulman’s Chard, Ilminster, Axminster edition 19.7.1884
......................................................................................................................................................................
1885 - CHARDSTOCK
Mr. St. Leger Herbert, the special correspondent of the Morning Post, who was killed in the
battle of Gubat against the Arabs on January 19th, was the first cousin to Mrs. Edward
Stanhope Rodd, of Chardstock House, Dorsetshire, and cousin to the Earl of Carnarvon.
Source: Report in the Chard & Ilminster News 14.2.1885.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1885 - SALE AT COAXDON
One mile from Axminster
Important sale of heifers and calves, heifers in-calf, pony trap and harness, pigs, fowls,
implements, dairy goods, household furniture, 40 tons of meadow hay, manure &c.
Mr B Gage respectfully announces that he has received instructions from Mr G Boon, to sell
by auction on Tuesday, 17th March, 1885 the undermentioned live stock etc.:
COMPRISING: - Two four-year-old heifers and calves; 2 three-year-old in-calf heifers; 1 twoyear-old ditto; 2 fat pigs; 5 year-old pony (very good); trap and harness (nearly new); cart and
harness; 12 Minorca fowls; 6 pigeons; root pulpier; turnip cutter; chaffcutter; pig troughs;
wire netting; garden tools; bedding; several lots of early seed potatoes, &c; mahogany
carved chiffonier; mahogany centre table; hair seat chairs in mahogany frame; pier glass, in
gilt frame;sofa; maple wardrobe; washstand; dressing table; half tester; iron bedstead; with
many other lots.
HAY &c - About 40 tons of prime meadow hay, to be carried off; 2 parts of ricks of meadow

hay &c.
Four of the above heifers are of the Devon breed, and one is a splendid shorthorn and fit for
a dairy. The pony young and quiet to ride and drive; the furniture is in a very good state of
preservation; the hay will be sold with liberty of removal and in lots; and the whole is
deserving especial attention. No reserve.
Sale to commence at Two prompt.
Sisterhood, 7th March, 1885.
Source: Announcement in the Chard & Ilminster News 14.3.1885.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1885 - SALE AT WHITE HOUSE DAIRY, CHARDSTOCK
To be sold by auction, by Mr B Gage, on Saturday 21st, 1885, heifer yearlings, handsome
bey pony, trap and harness, pigs, furniture, &c, the property of Mr John Newberry, leaving.
Full particulars next week.
Dated, March 13th, 1885.
Source: Announcement in the Chard & Ilminster News 14.3.1885.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1885 - MR H R FARQUHARSON BEFORE THE ELECTORS OF WEST DORSET
On Wednesday evening Mr H R Farquharson, the Conservative candidate for the
representation of the Bridport Division of the County of Dorset, addressed the electors in the
schoolroom at Chardstock, there being a large audience composed principally of the
labouring and working classes. Among those present were Mr E Stanhope Rodd, of
Edencote House, in the chair; the Rev. E Evans, Capt. King, Capt. Charlesworth, Mr W S
Bevis, Mr T P Eames, Mr E Eames, Mr J Eames, Mr J C Bently, Mr F Bently, Messrs R
Wale, W Mules, H Smith, P J Rogers, Toms, Miller, J Long, T Akery, &c.
The CHAIRMAN in his introductory remarks, expressed his pleasure at seeing so many, of
all classes, present; especially was he pleased to see so many of the labouring class
present. There was a time when the labouring man did not care what Government ruled
them, but now things had altered, and he not only took an interest in the Government of this
country, but he also had a voice in the matter himself. (Cheers). He would put these
questions to them: - During the last five years, has England suffered or gained under the
Liberal Government? Has she gained in the esteem and friendship of foreign nations? No.
(Applause). Has she gained in her war policy, which, unfortunately, just now we were in the
middle of? No. (Applause). Has she gained in respect to her taxes being lessened? No.
Lastly, has she gained in her trade and commerce? He feared not. (Applause). With regard
to foreign affairs, he feared there was a dark and gloomy future before us. Our brave troops
have entered on a long summer campaign, in which our picked officers and men were
engaged, and they would have to get over again the dreary work of last autumn. Much blood
has already been spent, and he feared still more would be shed, vast sums of money, and
many good lives lost before the power of the Mahdi was “smashed”. But he could “smash”
him if we had to wait five years - may it please God it would be only one year before peace
again reigned in the Soudan. (Applause). With regard to home affairs, the great topic of the
day was the depression in trade, a question which intimately concerned them all. Much was
said about “the cheap loaf”, but he would remind them that the loaf which cost the least

money was not always the cheapest loaf. It was not a cheaper loaf if it did not pay the grower
to cultivate the land. (Applause). He should not like to see the price of bread lower than 6d,
for then we should all be gainers - the poor man would not be out of work, the landlord
would be able to let his farms well, and the agricultural labourer would have constant
employment. (Applause). Mr Rodd then introduced Mr Farquharson, whom he believed, if
elected, would uphold the honour of that county and the country at large, and do every thing
that a loyal English gentleman should do for the welfare of the nation. (Cheers).
MR FARQUHARSON, who was greeted with applause, first referred to the fact of his
candidature being supported by the Conservative association of the county, and, addressing
himself principally to the labourers present, warned against the influence which would be
brought to bear upon them in political matters. The employer of labour, who paid them their
wages every Saturday night was their real friend and best able to give them advice.
(Applause). But strangers would come amongst them, who would say anything that could
be said against the landlord, the clergyman, and the tenant farmer. They must recollect that
the Radical agitator never paid them sixpence; on the contrary, most Radical agitators were
men living out of the pockets of the working men, and could not express an independent
opinion, because they divided their livelihood by saying what would best please their
hearers. These men never worked; he saw one of them the other day step into a
gentleman’s carriage in the grandest style: he had not done a day’s work these 10 years,
but was living out of the agricultural labourer’s pockets. They should not be led away by
these men: let them stick to their employers, who were best known to them, and had known
them for years. (Applause). Advising his hearers further not to devote their whole attention to
home affairs, Mr Farquharson said the Conservative party had never been opposed to true
reforms, for it had brought in an act which was the greatest assistance to the working
classes every day, viz., the Factories Act, in spite of Radical opposition, an act which was a
great blessing to this country. The Conservative party was not afraid of home affairs, but they
were opposed to the wanton destruction of old institutions. The Liberals or Radicals, were
fond of change, but they must remember that all change was not improvement; sometimes
they would have a change for the bad, and if they would take the advice the Conservatives
offered them they would well consider any change advocated by the Radicals, for the
Radicals were so anxious for change that they would have is whether it was good or bad.
(Applause). One of the changes they wished to bring in was a destruction of the old Church
of England, They would not tell them so in so many words, but he was assured, this was
part of the Radical programme. The church was an old institution, and, like everything that
was old, it was possible it had its faults, but was that a reason for its destruction? Rather
should they alter and improve its construction. (Applause). Look at the services the Church
has rendered to religion. In nearly every village throughout the land they had their minister to
preach religion to them, men who were highly educated and cultured. (Applause). Then they
must remember that the Church of England did not cost the working man a penny. What
reason was there then for pulling down the established Church. (Applause). Looking only at
the question of the Church’s utility, there was every reason for its being retained. (Applause).
If they belonged to any of the Dissenting bodies they were obliged to pay their minister, and
very properly too, but in the Church of England they had the services of highly educated men,
to whose support the landlord and the farmer contributed, but not the working classes.
(Applause). It was a common topic among Radicals that the Church cost the country ten
millions a year, but this was utterly untrue: the cost was something like six millions a year,
and the tithes were so arranged that the farmers paid them: if they did not they would be
compelled to pay higher rents. Years ago lands and money were given to the Church and
these tithes were the result of those gifts, but the Church was an entirely self-supporting
institution. Within the last 20 years the volunteer subscriptions given by the Church for
purposes of building and restoring amounted to over 20 millions of money, the whole of
which was subscribed by the richer members of the Church. (Applause). Another question

which he thought directly interested the country people, and in which the Radicals were
going in direct opposition to their interests was that of the land. It was a question which was
being brought up all round the country, and these agitators said to them “Take the land”.
(Laughter). They had got about 100,000 agricultural labourers one way or another out of
work, a number of farms to be let, and a tremendous agricultural depression: he ventured to
say, though not entirely, that the Radical policy was the cause of it all. He would endeavour
to explain how this was. Mr Farquharson went on to say that the Radical policy for a division
of the land was calculated to take away from it all capital , - a most essential requisite for the
agriculturist and the land generally. He denounced such a policy as highly iniquitous, and
observed that if the land was divided to-morrow morning, and every man had one and a half
acres, they would grumble amongst themselves who should have the meadow land and
who the hill-land. (Applause). It was the most impossible scheme ever conceived.
(Applause). The candidate, as on the previous night at Thorncombe, referred at length to the
questions of Fair Trade and the Egyptian policy of the Government, and then said there were
two parties in the State and only two. They were Liberals (or Radicals) and Conservatives.
The Radical party was the party of Communism: they wanted to take and divide everything
up. This was a very dishonest policy. a policy which could not suit men who had anything to
lose, and could not possibly suit members of friendly societies, men who had been saving
and thrifty: it would not suit them to have their money taken from them; it would not suit him
(Mr Farquharson) and indeed no one except the worthless scum who had not got a sue to
their name and were as idle as idle could be. This was the Radical policy put forth to blind
them, and they would find people of high position and of immense wealth taking part in this
sort of money: Mr Pike, of the Labourers’ Union, Mr Portman, Lord Wolverton, Mr
Wedmore, Sir Richard Glyn, and Mr Mitchell! Did they ever hear such a thing? Here was
Mr Portman, immensely rich - perhaps the richest man in England, - Lord Wolverton, a very
wealthy banker - indeed the country had just been astonished at his wealth; they had these
and Sir Richard Glyn - and he only wished he was half as rich as he was; - these six men
pretended to go hand in hand and agree. One or the other was dishonest. They could not
agree, and three of the men who were most honest of these six were Mr Wedmore, Mr
Pike, and Mr Mitchell. Did they think that these people wished to divide their property among
the working classes? (Laughter). Ask them for 6d and see if they got it, much less ask them
for all they had. He (Mr Farquharson) would like to challenge them before that meeting, and
the reporters were there to record it, that if they would divide their property (and it would be
purely in agreement with what they professed) he would divide his - (laughter) - and next
week he hoped they would each have a sovereign or half a sovereign sent round to them as
the proceeds of Lord Wolverton’s, Mr Portman’s, Sir Richard Glyn’s, and his own property.
(Laughter and applause). He was very much afraid they would not take the offer. (Renewed
laughter).
MR IRISH proposed a resolution approving of Mr Farquharson’s views , and pledging the
meeting to support him at the next election, which was seconded by Mr Miller, and
supported by Mr Akery and the Rev. E Evans. The latter gentleman said it gave him much
pleasure to support the resolution. For his own part he was very much obliged to
Mr Farquharson for his very able and interesting address. He had shown them very clearly
the groundless nature of many of the statements which were made by the Liberal party, and
he thought it was very desirable that those about to be enfranchised should have these
matters put before them in a clear light. First of all, Mr Farquharson had touched upon the
Church. They all knew that was a very crucial point with many of the Radical agitators, who
tried to make out that the working people were taxed for the maintenance of the Church. It
was nothing of the sort. The working classes did not pay one half-penny towards the
Church. It was a self-supporting institution, and had been so for many centuries. The
revenue of the church was derived from a time almost before the beginning of English
history, and to say that she was supported by the English working people was to say what

was untrue. He hoped they all venerated the church. She had always done a great deal of
good, and he hoped would continue to do so in the future, and that in centuries to come she
would go on benefitting our descendants as she had benefited them and their forefathers.
(Applause). It would surely be an un-English thing for us, who had inherited the Church and
the benefits she had bestowed upon us, to deprive our descendants of those benefits.
(Applause). Mr Farquharson had also touched upon the question of the cheap loaf, and the
Radicals often alluded to this matter. They (the Radicals) were posing as those who gave
the cheap loaf to the people, but they had no more to do with giving them the cheap loaf than
they themselves had. (Applause). So long as God gave us sunshine and earth to produce
the food, so long would they have cheap bread. The word “Radical” meant “of, or belonging
to a root”; and Radicals, in olden times, were “roots” or “branchmen”, who turned things
topsy-turvy just for the sake of their own amusement. (Laughter). They came before them
and posed as the labourers’ friend. They said they were going to give them a distribution of
property - to divide the property among them. What did that mean? Supposing the Radicals
gave them a division of property to-morrow: next year we should want another division.
(Applause). Some people had an inherent knack of keeping property, other people had a
knack of getting property, and others again had the knack of squandering property, and so
the same thing would go on for ever. There was a maxim, which was called “the good old
man”, that “They should take who have the power,
They should keep who can.”
(Laughter). That was the rule of human life throughout, and no matter what the Radicals
said they could not alter the principle of human character. A gentleman in the corner of the
room had said something about the ruin of the country being caused by the Liberal
Government, and he never said a truer thing in his life. We had had five years of Radical
Government. They knew under what pretences that Government came into power. “Peace,
Retrenchment, and Reform” was the backbone upon which Gladstone came into power in
1880, and that was the platform upon which he thundered away at Midlothian and every
railway station he came to. (Applause). What had been the outcome of all that? Had we
received all that was promised us? In his further remarks, Dr. Evans contended that the
foreign policy of the Government had been “shilly-shallying”, and English honour had been
dragged in the mire to the delectation of foreign nations, whilst our taxes were higher. In
conclusion, the rev. gentleman briefly referred to the question of Free Trade as introduced by
Richard Cobden and John Bright, whose policy he denounced as “mistaken”. He trusted
that all present would heartily support Mr Farquharson.
The resolution was then put to the meeting, and carried by a large majority. Some few
interruptions occurred during the proceedings but nothing of an unpleasant nature, and the
meeting terminated with cheers and the singing of the National Anthem.
Source: Announcement in the Chard & Ilminster News 14.3.1885.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1887 - CHARDSTOCK - JUBILEE CELEBRATION
Hand written account at the back of the Chardstock Register of Baptisms 1861 to 1891 DHC reference 2590A/PR/1/6
Jubilee Celebration her Majesty, Queen Victoria, completing the 50th year of her reign, at
Chardstock June 21st 1887.
A meeting of parishioners having been summoned by the Vicar Capt. King, then residing at

Burridge House, was proposed by him as Chairman of a Committee to carry out the
Celebration. The Captain having been elected and a Committee formed, to which the Vicar
consented to act as Secretary, the Chairman being Treasurer, it was determined, if
possible, to provide a dinner for the men & boys of working age of all classes free and a
meat tea for the women& girls who had left school, the smaller children having a tea to
themselves in the National Schoolroom. The College buildings being void at the time the
men & women were to have their dinner & tea in the hall & schoolroom. The Landlords &
residents of all classes having been appealed to for subscriptions & the response having
been favourable, preparations were made for the carrying out of the plan proposed. Parris
of the George undertook to provide the dinner and meat tea at 1s 9d & 1s 3d per head
respectively, and was allowed to have a refreshment tent in the College field. The children’s
tea was undertaken by the Vicar with the assistance of a ladies’ committee, who also
helped to carry out the other tea for the women.
The weather was beautifully fine the whole week, and the arrival of the day was heralded by
joyous peals from the belfry at 6 o’clock. The special service was used at 1130, the Vicar
giving a short address on points of interest in Her Majesty’s life & “God Save the Queen”
with two additional verses being sung heartily at the end by the Choir and the large
congregation. The assembled men, women & children then promenaded the village to the
inspiriting strains of a band from Chard. The men’s dinner followed at 1 o’clock, at which
beef & plum pudding were freely partaken of, Capt. King winding up by proposing the toast
of the day in one room and E S Rodd Esq. of Edencote in the other.
An adjournment then took place to the schoolroom where the children, who had been
decorated with medals by the Chairman, were regaled with tea, bread &
butter & cake to their hearts’ & stomachs’ content. Then followed the tea for the women, the
ladies of the village presiding at the urns & the Chairman & others carving for & waiting on
them, Mrs Rodd holding up the Queen as a model mother in an eloquent speech. The rest
of the day was spent in the College field in music & dancing of all kinds including donkey
races, egg & spoon races, three-legged races, and at 10 o’clock a bonfire was lit near
Beacon Hill, and fireworks were let off from the College field under the skilful management
of Emmanuel Parris.
The village was well decorated, most persons hanging out flags from their houses; trees
were planted about the village from Mr Bevis’ plantation & the College grounds & arches
with flags & crowns were hung across the streets in many places. Over the College gateway
was “God save the Queen” in white letters on a red ground. The College dining hall &
schoolroom, as well as the National School-room, were neatly & skilfully decorated. There
were no accidents, and very little drunkenness indeed & the conduct of almost all being
most creditable.
The following is the balance sheet:
Subscriptions

£
64

s
7

d
9

Expenditure
Dinners & teas
Children’s teas
2s each to the sick & infirm
Band besides refreshments
Ringers
Fireworks
Sports (money prizes)

35
3
3
3
1
4
5

7
8
6
10
1
5
15

11
0
0
0
0
0
0

Leg of mutton for greasy pole
Faggots & tar barrel &c
Flags for Church tower &c
Service & Hymns &c
Badges for Committee
Labour
Sub total
Balance in hand
Total
Dinner tickets
Tea tickets
Children tickets
Sick & infirm
Total

1
1
1
62
1
64

7
3
16
18
4
10
11
15
7

1
9
0
0
2
0
11
10
9

255
200
250
33
738

Committee (Men)
Capt. King - Chairman & Treasurer
Rev. F Parham - Secretary
E S Rodd Esq.
Mr R Wale
Mr J Wale
Mr A Beviss
Mr William Miller junior
Mr D Long
Mr A Zealley
Mr W French

Committee (Ladies)
Miss Woodcock
Miss G R Woodcock
Mrs Rodd
Mrs & Miss Wale
Mrs Beviss & 3 Miss Eames of Cotley
Mrs Zealley
Mrs G Miller
Miss Nutt
Mrs Pope
Mrs Joseph Deane
Miss Hayter - Schoolmistress

Subscriptions
Lord Henley
Lady Henley
J Parry Woodcock
The West Executors
Captain Marker
Captain King
E S Rodd Esq.
Rev. F Parham
Mrs Eames of Cotley
Mr R Wale
Mr J Wale
Mr J C Bentley
Mr T Bentley
Mr A Beviss
Miss Woodcock
Miss G R Woodcock
Miss Pryor
Mr D Long
Mr A Zealley
Mr J Parris
Mr W Miller Senr
Mr W Miller Junr
Mr G Miller

£
3
3
5
10
1
5
5
5
5
1
1
1
1
1
1

s
3
3
0
0
0
0
5
0
0
0
0
0
10
0
1
1
10
10
10
10
10
10
10

d
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
6
0
0
0
0
0
0

Mrs Wale
10
0
Miss Wales (3)
10
0
Mr James Denning
5
0
Mr Emanuell Parris
2
6
Mr Henry Pidgeon
2
6
Mr G Hutchings
1
6
Mr W Seward
10
0
Mr J Seward
2
6
Mrs J Seward
2
0
Mrs Willmott
4
0
Mrs Zealley
2
6
Miss Hayter
5
0
Mr Grabham
5
0
Mr J Anning
2
0
Mr R Hull
2
6
Mr E Miller
2
6
Mr J Denning
2
6
Mr W French
2
6
Mr J Chubb
2
6
Mr J Dunster
2
0
Mr R Marks
2
6
Mr F Apsey
2
6
Mr J Poole
5
0
Mr J Phillips
2
6
Mr L Beviss
2
6
Mr J Pratt
10
0
Mr J Bonfield
2
6
Mr T Seward (Crawley)
5
0
Mr J Apsey
2
6
Messrs Wale (Crawley)
13
0
Mr Jeffery
5
0
Miss Parris
2
0
Mr & Mrs J Grabham
2
0
Mr & Mrs Smith
2
0
Mr Richard Deane
2
0
Mr Pope
2
0
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1891 - CHARDSTOCK NEWS
On May 20 [1891], the usual half-yearly rent audit of Lord Henley was held at the George inn.
There was a good attendance, and as usual a capital dinner was served by Mr and Miss
Parris.
On Whit-Sunday, and also on Trinity Sunday, the Church was very nicely decorated by usual
willing hands, and the services were well rendered, being conducted by the Vicar.
On Sunday last, we were visited by a very heavy hail storm about 10 a.m., which lasted about
an hour.
On Tuesday, the 9th inst., Lady Henley gave her annual tea to the children of the National
School. They assembled at 3 p.m. to the number of 140 and did full justice to the tea and
cake which was provided in abundance. Afterwards prizes were given to every child who had
passed in all subjects and made 220 attendances, each qualified child having two prizes,

one of clothing or books and another of toys or playthings. Lady Henley also gave a special
prize to the best boy and girl, and to the best needlewoman, and then some small
consolation prize to those who either from misfortune of their own or parents fault had failed
to pass, or make the proper number of attendances; there were games, scrambles and
races, by means of which a pleasant evening was spent. The Vicar suitably addressed the
children. Cheers were given for Lady Henley both after the giving of the prizes and on
departure. The Misses Wale then helped to keep the children amused till evening when
they were dismissed with a bun, and in many instances loaded with their presents.
Source: Village report in the Chard & Ilminster News 30.5.1891.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1891 - CHARDSTOCK - WESLEYAN METHODISM
According to announcement, the opening of a Mission Hall took place on Thursday last
amid great rejoicing. Contingents came over from Honiton, Axminster, Chard and other
places in the district, to express their good wishes. The building, which seats about 100,
was comfortably filled at the afternoon service, and the Rev. C. Harrison, Superintendent of
the Devon and Dorset Mission, preached a most appropriate dedicatory sermon from
Matthew xxvi 10. Tea was provided at 5.30, to which upwards of 100 persons sat down, and
much enjoyed the excellent provision made. After a very large number assembled on the
village green to the Sacred Concert led by the Honiton Mission Brass Band. By this time the
villagers had left work, and many working men came to swell the crowd. The whole scene
was imposing, and one the memory of which will linger with those who witnessed it for
many days to come, but though the crowd was so great and enthusiastic, the utmost order
prevailed. The lively music of the band was supplemented by brief addresses, and the joyful
strains of the large congregation. For the evening meeting a much larger building would
have been filled; as it was, the hall was densely packed, and the adjoining cottage used for
an overflow meeting, and then many had to turn away unable to find even standing room.
Mr. W. Lambshead presided in the hall, and expressed his pleasure at being there, and
hoped that the work inaugurated that day in Chardstock would result in the conversion of
many souls. The Rev. T. Riley said they came there not in a spirit of antagonism to other
churches, but as the friends of all and the enemies of none, their sole aim being to help
brighten the homes and cheer the hearts and bless the families of the parishioners, and in
this work they could not fail to command the sympathy of all who wish well to the district.
Mr. Riley expressed the special pleasure it gave him to be able to state that, from a
conversation he recently had with the vicar of the parish, he felt sure that only good wishes
were entertained towards them at the vicarage: their constant aim would be always to be
worthy of those good wishes. The Revs. C. Harrison and W. Sarginson also spoke in
similar terms, and after the taking of a liberal offertory towards defraying the expences of the
hall, the day’s proceedings came to a happy conclusion. Rev. T. Riley and Mr. T. Stevenson
continue the opening services tomorrow and on June 7th.
Source: Report in the Chard & Ilminster News 30.5.1891.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1892 - CHARDSTOCK - PROPERTY SALE
At the George Inn on Wednesday November 30th 1892, the following lots were submitted to
public competition by Messrs J Catford & Son of Chard:LOT 1 - consisted of a copyhold cottage, called Husk Cottage, with the garden and orchard,
situate at Chardstock, and containing 2 roods and 23 perches, now in the occupation of Mr
J Denning, as tenant, at an annual rent of £7: and also a copyhold close of pasture land,
called Pinney’s Close, adjoining the road leading from Chardstock to Tytherleigh, and

containing 4 acres and 35 perches (more or less), now in the occupation of Mrs E Miller.
The property comprised in this lot was held for one life, aged 68, under the Manor of
Chardstock subject to a head rent of 2s 11d per annum. The life was insured in the
Caledonian Insurance Company for £300, under policy No. 5064, dated the 21st June, 1860
at an annual premium of £8 10s 6d. The benefits accruing under this policy were also
included in the sale, together also with the allotment to the copyhold tenement at Birchill.
The lot was bought by Mr George Welch for £250.
LOT 2 - which consisted of a close of freehold pasture land, situate at Farway Marsh, in
Chardstock, and containing four acres (more or less). now in the occupation of Mr A Zeally
jun. was withdrawn.
Lot 3 - comprised a plot of freehold land, situate at Egg Moor in Chardstock, containing 3
roods 13 perches (more or less), now in the occupation of Mrs Miller, and was purchased
by Mr George Welch for £3 5s.
Messrs Tucker & Forward of Chard, were the solicitors engaged in the matter.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1895 - NEWS FROM THE PAST
A 68 year old man who lived alone at Birchill, near Chardstock, was found dead by a
neighbour. There was a pool of blood at the foot of the rickety stairs, near which was a
candlestick. The PC at the scene guessed he must have fallen and hit his head. He
appears to have subsisted on a mere pittance derived from an old age club, and the
appearance of his house was of extreme poverty.
Note: From the Parish Register the person concerned was James Cousins.
Source: Chard & Ilminster News 14.12.1895
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1897 - DIAMOND JUBILEE QUEEN VICTORIA - PUBLIC SUBSCRIPTION FOR
STAINED GLASS WINDOW
Hand written account at the back of the Chardstock Register of Baptisms 1891 to 1947 DHS reference 2590A/PR/1/7
When the Jubilee was held 10 years ago, the Vicar thought it good to enter some account of
it on the fly leaf of one of the old registers, it now seemed good to him to do the same a
“diamond jubilee” or “great jubilee” having been held to commemorate the completion of the
60th year of the reign of Her Majesty, Queen Victoria. It was soon discovered that many
persons in the parish wished that something permanent should be erected to
commemorate the event, and that all the money subscribed should not be spent in
festivities.
Committees of men and women were therefore found, and it was determined that an
attempt should be made to place a stained glass window in the South Aisle of the Church,
and also that children up to 14 inclusive should be entertained at a free tea, and that men in
their 60th year or over should have a free dinner, and women of the same age a free tea; the
Committee also became responsible for procuring a dinner at a cost to the men of 1s per
head only for the other adults in the parish, and a tea at 6d per head for the other women
and a band also and sports being provided.
This was all carried out on the 24th of June 1897, the festival being postponed from the

22nd as no band could be obtained on that day. On the previous Sunday, the 20th, the
accession service had been used at all services, God save the Queen with additional
verses had been sung, and some special Hymns from a book published by the Organist of
Magdalen College, Oxford, bearing the imprimatur of the Bishop of Rochester. The Ringers
who had already rung cheerily on the 20th, and to inaugurate the day on the 22nd, heralded
the 24th with a lively peal at 6 a.m. and enlivened the day with many others, finishing with a
final peal at 10 p.m. At 11 a.m. the Axminster Band arrived and a procession was formed
which marched round the village, arriving at the Church about noon, when the Accession
Service was briefly gone through, the Vicar preaching on the chief events of the 60 years to
an attentive congregation. Dinner then followed in the College Halls. There were three rows
of tables, and E S Rodd Esq. presided at the middle, J D Eames Esq. and the Vicar
presiding at the other tables, W Wale supporting the Chairman and helping him in the
carving, Messrs Bussell, W Bently, D Long and others taking the Vice-chairs. The report
was provided by Mr J Parris of the George Inn.
At the conclusion E S Rodd proposed the Queen in a suitable speech, and we need hardly
say that it was drunk enthusiastically. He then proposed the Royal Family and the Army &
Navy. J D Eames proposed the Bishop & Clergy in a very humorous speech, and the Vicar in
responding dwelt on the open public manner in which everything had been managed. About
160 sat down to dinner.
The next move was to the Vicarage Lawn which had been lent for the children’s tea. About
200 were then regaled with tea, bread & butter, and cake. Then came the women’s tea on
the same tables as had been previously used for the men’s dinner, about 130 sitting down
to partake of it. At 5 o’clock there was a general rush to the College Cricket ground, now let
by the Vicar to the Parish Council for a Recreation Ground, to see the sports and to dance to
the strains of the Band. Sports & Dances were alternated for two or three hours. There was
very good competition in many races, the men over 60 ran remarkably well, one man over 70
getting the second prize. The weather was all that could be desired here, though there were
thunderstorms in the neighbourhood of London. Messrs. Eames & Wale, the
Churchwardens, acted as starters, Mr Bussell as umpire & judge, Mr Bowdon the
schoolmaster as general conductor & secretary - Messrs. Long, G Miller, J Roberts, E
Parris and others gave their services most freely as gate-keepers & working committee.
The Choir & the Organist deserve great credit for the trouble they had taken in getting up the
music. Capt. King was unfortunately away. Great credit is due to Messrs. Rodd & Eames for
hurrying back from London to be present at their own parish festivities.
Subscription List for the Window
Lord & Lady Henley
Capt. King
The Vicar
E S Rodd Esq.
Mrs Thornton West
Mrs Eames
The Misses Woodcock
R B West Esq.
R Marther Esq.
Offertory on Accession Day
Mr & Mrs Deane & Miss Bishop of Ridge
The young Millers of Tytherleigh
Mr J & B Parris
Mr J D Eames

£
7
5
5
2
10
4
5
5
1
5
1
2

s
0
0
0
10
0
10
0
0
0
2
0
10
10
10

d
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
6
0
0
0
0

Miss Sarah Eames
Miss M & A & Th Eames
Mrs Thornton
The Rev. C Spalding
Mrs Berger
Offertory of [illeg] Day
L B Clarence Esq.
Mrs Wale
Miss Mary Wale
Miss Ada Wale
Mr & Mrs Lisle Smith
Mr Wm Wale
Mrs Minson
Mr Smith
Mrs Dark
Mr Spiller
Mr Coombs
Mr Goff
Mrs Rachel Dunster
Mrs Merina Dunster
Mr Eml [Emmanuel} Parris
Mrs S A Parris
Mr George Newbery
Mr Robert Hull
Miss Bessie Lee
Mrs Elizabeth Newbery
Mr Hiram Baker
Mrs T Bently
Mrs J Perring
Mrs Bond
Mr Richard Horran
Mrs Shepherd
Mrs Emily Beer
For the Festivities
Capt. King
The Vicar
E S Rodd Esq.
Mrs Eames
Lord & Lady Henley
The Misses Woodcock
R B West Esq.
J C Bently
T Bently
Mrs Wale
R Marther Esq.

2
3
2
1
3
3
1
3
1
1
2

10
0
2
0
0
11
0
3
1
1
10
2
5
5
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
1
1
1

2
2
2
2
5
2
5
1
1
1

10
10
10
10
0
10
0
1
10
1
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
6
0
0
0
6
0
0
0
0
0
0
6
0
0
6
6
0
6
0
0
0
3
3
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
6
0
0

The window was ordered from Clayton & Bell, the subject being our Lord enthroned as King
of Kings, with the Archangels St. Gabriel & St. Michael in attendance. It was unveiled and
dedicated on St. Andrew’s Day, the Choir & Clergy after the 3rd collect marching down to the
window. The Churchwardens unveiled it, the Vicar said a dedicatory prayer, the Choir sing
the Hymn “Crown Him with many crowns”, and the Rev. Frederick Langdon preached a
sermon in explanation of it.

The estimate for the window was £80, the wire guard costing another £2. There was a
balance from the Festivities Fund of £3 6s 6d which was added to the window.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1897 - SALE OF “FURNHAM”, CHARDSTOCK.
FOR INVESTMENT OR OCCUPATION
SALE of a very Attractive Residence, with Convenient outhouses, gardens, and orchards,
and known as “FURNHAM”.
Mr Robert Snell (assisted by Mr C Snell) has received instructions to offer by auction, at the
George Hotel, in Axminster, on Thursday, August 5th, 1897, at Three o’clock, in One Lot, and
subject to the conditions of Sale that will be then and there read, that most
DESIRABLE PROPERTY known as “FURNHAM”. The Dwelling-house comprises : - Two
large Front Sitting-rooms, Entrance Hall, Kitchen and Offices on the ground floor with four
convenient Bedrooms. There is also a small Stable and Coach-house. Excellent Kitchen
and Flower Garden in front, with Orchard at the back, and two small Orchards detached. The
water supply is excellent, and the House is in good repair, most pleasantly situated
commanding fine views, close to good roads, and about three miles from Axminster and
four from Chard.
The property is held for the residue of a term of 500 years, which can easily be converted
into Freehold.
For viewing apply on the Premises to Miss F S Bentley, the owner, and for further particulars
apply to the auctioneer, Summerleaze, Axminster, Devon, or to Messrs Canning & Kyrke,
Solicitors, Chard.
Source: Announcement in the Chard & Ilminster News 24.7.1897
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1897 - RATIONAL, SICK and BURIAL ASSOCIATION,
Branch No. 662 - CHARDSTOCK
The Members of the NATIONAL SICK AND BURIAL ASSOCIATION beg to announce that they
have arranged to hold their SIXTH ANNUAL FETE AND GALA in connection with the above
Society on THURSDAY, JULY 29th, 1897.
The Members and Visiting Friends will meet at the Branch House at 11 a.m. and form a
procession accompanied by the Colyton Volunteer Band, (under the Conductorship of
Bandmaster G West), headed by the Banner of the Association. After parading the village,
the members will attend divine service at the parish Church, and at the close of the service
march to a field close to the village, where a public dinner will be provided under a marquee,
at 1.30 p.m., by Mr George Heal, Green Dragon, Axminster, L B Clarence Esq., has kindly
consented to preside. Dinner tickets 2s 6d each.
DANCING AND OTHER AMUSEMENTS.
Applications for Stalls, Roundabouts, Swings, Etc., should be sent to the Secretary.
Admission to the Ground 3d - All members taking part in the Procession will be admitted

free. For further particulars apply to Benjamin Parris, Secretary.
Source: Announcement in the Chard & Ilminster News 24.7.1897.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1897 - CHARDSTOCK - ANNUAL FETE OF THE RATIONAL SICK AND BURIAL ASSOCIATION
The sixth annual fete and gala of the Chardstock branch of the Rational Sick and Burial
Association was held on Thursday under a combination of favourable circumstances. The
members met at 11 o’clock at the house of the secretary Mr B Parris, and formed a very
imposing procession, each one wearing his full regalia and some carrying flags and
banners. The splendid banner of the Tatworth branch - one of the best to be seen in this
part of the country - was borne in front by Messrs Notley and Harris, and was greatly
admired. The Colyton Volunteer Band, conducted by Sergt. West, was in attendance. The
processionists paid visits to Mr Spiller’s and Mr Zealley’s, where they were regaled with
refreshments, and ultimately attended divine service at the Parish Church, the Vicar
(Rev. F Parham) preaching an appropriate sermon. Other parts of the village were
afterwards paraded, and finally a “call” was made at the George Inn, where Mr Parris
dispensed refreshments. At two o’clock the members repaired to the cricket field (kindly lent
by the Vicar), and sat down to dinner under a marquee. The chair was taken by
Mr L B Clarence, and among the company were the Rev. F Parham, Dr. Powne, Captain
King, Messrs Clarence, jun., E Bragg, W Bragg, W G Notley, B Parris (in the vice chair),
W Bowdon, J Grabham, G Thomas (Kilmington), Zealley, Apsey, Sheppard, Marks, Spiller,
&c. Letters of apology were received from Mr Salter-Beviss, Colonel Williams M.P.,
Mr T Eames, and Major Langdon. Dinner was supplied by Mr George Heal, of the Green
Dragon, Axminster, and was excellently served.
A short toast was observed, commencing with “The Queen and Royal Family”. which was
loyally drank.
Captain KING proposed “The Health of the Bishops and Clergy of all Denominations”. He
said it was always a wonder to him that, in the present day, men could be induced to go into
the Church, seeing the miserable pay that they got. It showed that they (the clergy) were men
of the right sort, who entered the calling out of principle, and not for the money it would bring
them. He had heard a great deal about disestablishment, and if that was brought about it
would very soon be followed by disendowment. Some people seemed to think that this
would be a very good thing for the country and benefit agriculture; that they would then have
light railways and other things, but he could tell them that he would rather take a third-class
ticket and go to heaven, than go by first-class to the other place without being sure of ever
returning. (Laughter and applause). Disestablishment might work alright in the big towns,
where there were large congregations, but it would be a very bad thing in the villages. (Hear,
Hear). In Chardstock they had a good church and a good clergyman - a gentleman who took
an interest in the church and its services, and also in his parishioners. (Applause).
Mr Parham also showed a great interest in their amusements and sports, which he thought
was a very commendable point in the clergyman. (Cheers).
The VICAR responded, and alluded to the fact that Chardstock had now been transferred
from the county of Dorset to Devon. He said they had no reason to be ashamed of their
parish or its history, and he wished to take that opportunity of contradicting a statement that
had been made respecting their village, implying that it was an unruly place, and that it had
never been kept in order properly, nor had the benefit of a policeman. (Laughter). He daresay they were as ruly and as unruly as other places, but no more, and as a parish they could
feel that they were not taken away from Dorset because that county wanted to get rid of
them, nor should they feel that they were going into Devon with their hats in their hands

asking to be kindly taken over with all their many faults. (Applause). The county of Devon
would find that they had no superfluity of naughtiness, and he wished to contradict the
statement made the other day - it might be that it was done inadvertently, or by a slip of the
tongue, but still it came from an official, and should not be allowed to go unchallenged.
(Hear, Hear). Before resuming his seat, the VICAR submitted the toast of “The Navy, Army,
and Reserve Forces”, which found acknowledgement from Captain King.
The SECRETARY then read a satisfactory financial statement for 1896. The contributions to
the sick and general fund amounted to £74 5s 5d; subsidiary fund £4 5s 1d; medical fund
£17 19s 6d; balance December, 1895 £7 8s 6d; total £104 0s 1d. The chief item of
expenditure was the sick pay, amounting to £28 13s 7d, but notwithstanding this, the branch
had paid to the general fund the substantial sum of £42, and the balance in hand at the
close of the year was £6 6s 8d. The society numbers 81 adult members and 15 juveniles.
In proposing “continued success to the Chardstock branch of the R S and B Association”
the CHAIRMAN said nothing that was too good could be said in praise of societies like this,
which were an encouragement to thrift and independence, and for people to help
themselves and each other. There was a great improvement year by year in the way these
societies were managed. It used to be the custom - and was still in some places, he was
sorry to say, - to divide the funds now and then, and those members who were getting old
were sometimes not allowed to join again, which was a very hard thing to do, and he was
happy to think that the affairs of their Society were managed very differently to this. They had
a balance in hand, and he believed their society was established upon a solid wholesome,
and deserving foundation. (Cheers). He coupled with the toast the names of the Medical
Officer and Secretary. (Musical honors).
Dr Powne, in reply, said the friendly societies in that part of the country had made vast
strides during the past 25 years, and now nearly every village had its society, and all of them
were doing good work. He congratulated the members on the success achieved, and
expressed the pleasure it gave him to do his best for them when his professional services
were required. (Applause).
Mr B Parris, the secretary, spoke of the importance of the juvenile branch, and urged
parents to enter their children for the same.
“The health of the Chairman”, proposed by the VICAR, and “the Host and Hostess”, by the
Chairman, concluded the toast list, and an adjournment was made to the field where the
rest of the day was enjoyably spent in dancing and other amusements. The church bells
were rung at intervals, and the village was decked with flags and bunting.
Source: Report in the Chard & Ilminster News 31.7.1897
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1902 - NEWS FROM THE PAST
A Coronation Committee meeting was held at Chardstock at which T D Eames Esq was
elected treasurer and Cpt Essell, secretary. It was decided to give a free dinner to the men
and a high tea to the women, to be followed by sports.
Source: Chard & Ilminster News 3.5.1902
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1902 -CHARDSTOCK - THIS WAS THE NEWS - 75 YEARS AGO - 17.5.1902
At Chardstock Robert Love and son sold a dwelling house and shop, with pasture and

garden, at Kitbridge, and a bakehouse with floor-loft, store and orchard, in the occupation of
Mrs L C Miller, where she carried on the business of a baker and confectioner, to Mr John
Strawbridge, for the sum of £50 and £70 respectively.
Source: Pulman’s Chard, Ilminster, Axminster edition 12.5.1977
.......................................................................................................................................................................

1902 - NEWS FROM THE PAST
Lord Henley’s rent audit was held at the George Inn, Chardstock, when about 70 of the
tenants sat down to a dinner provided by Mr B Parris, landlord. Lady Henley, as was her
custom, gave all the school children a tea, besides giving them a present and treating them
to South African Lion Show and Varograph, which was staying in the village.
Source: Chard & Ilminster News 14.6.1902
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1902 - CHARDSTOCK NEWS
Mary Enticott, of Chardstock, was, at the Axminster Petty Sessions, on Tuesday, fined 5s
and costs for using obscene language at Chardstock.
In Mr H Parris’s garden at Smallridge can be seen a plum tree bearing a second lot of fruit,
whilst in several places in Chardstock apple-trees are again in bloom.
HARVEST THANKSGIVING SERVICES were held at St. Andrews’ Church on Sunday last.
The Rev. F Parham preached to a crowded congregation both morning and evening. The
church was nicely decorated for the occasion by the Misses Woodcock, Eames, Wale, and
others. The services were full choral, and the offertories, amounting to £10 17s 0d will be
divided between the Taunton Hospital, the Axminster Hospital, and the Agricultural
Benevolent Society.
Source: Village report in the Chard & Ilminster News 18.10.1902.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1906 - NEWS FROM THE PAST
May Day was kept up at Chardstock, when over 60 schoolchildren brought round garlands of
wild flowers and had tea, games and dancing round the Maypole at Chardstock House,
thanks to the kindness of Mr and Mrs E S Rodd.
Source: Chard & Ilminster News 5.5.1906
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1908 - HENRY ELIAS BEER
Extracts from a Statutory Declaration made by Henry Elias Beer on 13.7.1908 in support of
his title.
I am 44 years of age and am the only surviving child of the late Henry Elias Beer, Farm
Labourer of Farway Marsh, and Eleanor Beer his wife (formerly Eleanor Searl spinster) who
were married at Chardstock on 10.12.1857. (Note: The Parish Register records the marriage
as taking place 10.9.1857)
My father Henry Elias Beer died at Farway Marsh on 19.11.1873. His death certificate
records that he was 57 years old and died of “Liver disease Dropsy 7 months Certified”.

My mother Eleanor Beer died at Cuckolds Pit on 3.8.1905 without having re-married. Her
death certificate records that she was 79 years old and died of Senile Decay.
Henry and Eleanor Beer had four children; namely:
William Henry Beer Samuel Serle Beer Henry Elias Beer Isaac George Beer
Wiliam Henry Beer was born at Chardstock 7.9.1858. He died at Holy City aged 5 years and
was buried at Chardstock, St. Andrew’s on 29.8.1863.
Samuel Serle Beer was born at Chardstock 22.10.1860. He died at Bridge in the parish of
Winsham, Somerset 24.6.1906 intestate and without having been married. His death
certificate records that he was 45 years old and died of “Pneumonia 6 days”.
Henry Elias Beer, the person making the declaration, was born at Farway Marsh on
16.12.1863 and baptised at Chardstock, St. Andrew’s 7.2.1864.
Isaac George Beer was born at Chardstock 20.4.1866. He died 21.3.1903 at Honey Hill,
Chardstock. His death certificate records that he was aged 36 and died of “Sarcoma
Exhaustion”. His wife H E Beer was present at his death.
Source: Devon Heritage Centre file 3291/M
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1911 - CHARDSTOCK CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY
A meeting in support of the Church Missionary Society was held in St. Andrews Hall, when
there was a good attendance to listen to an address by the Rev. E T Greenshield, of the Artic
Mission, it being illustrated by lantern slides.
Source: Village report in the Chard & Ilminster News 25.3.1911.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1911 LAND TO BE LET CLOSE TO THE VILLAGE OF CHARDSTOCK
To be let by Tender, on a yearly tenancy or for a term as from Lady-day next, the
undermentioned excellent closes of meadow, pasture and arable land, as now occupied by
Mr William Jeffery.
No. on
Ordnance
623
626
622
562
520

Name
Townsend Meadow
Three Acres Meadow
Hoarestones Meadow
Allotment Pasture
Sheepland Arable
Total

A

R

P

1
2
0
0
3

3
37
0
0
38

23

2
5
4
4
18

2

18

To view apply to R & C Snell, Estate Agents, &c., Axminster, to whom Tenders should be
sent, on or before Thursday, April 6th, 1911.
N.B. - The Highest or any Tender not necessarily accepted.
Source: Announcement in Pullmans Weekly News 28.3.1911.

.......................................................................................................................................................................
1911 -CHARDSTOCK NEWS
The junior members of the Boy Scouts have been examined in scout law, signalling and
tracking by Messrs. King and Britton, and passed all tests. Uniforms will shortly be
purchased.
A meeting of the Cricket Club has been held, and arrangements were made for the coming
season. Captain King was elected Chairman, the Rev. A Lewis Hon. Treasurer, and
Mr F King Hon. Secretary. Most of the old members have rejoined, and there are many new
recruits.
Source: Village report in the Chard & Ilminster News 8.4.1911.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1911 -CHARDSTOCK - THE SMALL HOLDINGS DISPUTE. DEVON FARMERS’ UNION
SUPPORT MR LISLE SMITH.
A meeting of the Council of the Devon Farmers’ Union was held at the Barnfield Hall, Exeter,
on Friday, Mr J R T Kingwell presiding. - Discussion ensued on a case brought up by
Mr W H Aplin (Axminster), where the County Council proposed to take part of a farm near
Chardstock for small holdings. He and other members expressed the opinion that land
ought not to be taken away from a tenant when he was working it properly. There was plenty
of good land on the market which could be bought for the purpose of breaking up into small
holdings. (Hear, Hear). The opinion was generally expressed that the member concerned
should be supported in resisting the proposal of the County Council. - The Legal Committee
was asked to consider a case where a cow purchased for £22 at public auction, without
warranty, was found to be suffering from inflammation. - The case was referred to a
Committee.
Source: Report in the Chard & Ilminster News 8.4.1911.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1911 - CHARDSTOCK NEWS
TERRITORIAL DANCE - there were about 40 present at this dance, which was held on
Monday night. The music was supplied from Chard and dancing continued from 7.30 till
one. The proceeds, after the payment of expenses, will given to the local Territorial funds.
EASTER AT THE CHURCH - The services throughout Holy Week were well attended,
especially large congregations being present on Good Friday. On Sunday the services were
again well attended, there being 121 communicants. The sacred building was artistically
decorated by Mrs and Miss Lewis, Miss Eames, Miss K Eames, the Misses Wale, Miss
Coombes, Mrs Smith and Miss Edwards. The choir rendered the anthem “Christ is risen
from the Dead” at both morning and evening services.
EASTER VESTRY - The Easter vestry meeting was held on Wednesday evening in the
Parish room, after an introductory meeting in the vestry. The accounts were presented by the
Churchwardens, Messrs Eames and Wale, and showed that the total receipts by
collections amounted to £35 3s 9d, and the expenses to £43 12s 10d, leaving a deficit of £8
9s 1d, which was supplied, however, from a local charity known as the “Lady Mead” charity.
The retiring churchwardens were re-elected. The table of the church fees was then
discussed and passed. A discussion took place re the introduction of a new stained glass
window in the college chapel of the Parish Church, the plans being prepared by Messrs
Burlison and Grylls. It was decided to apply to the Bishop of Salisbury for a faculty to

proceed with the work. At the conclusion of the meeting the balance sheet of the voluntary
school rate was presented by the vicar, Rev. A Lewis, and showed: collections £12 9s
41/2d; expenses 17s 11d, having a balance of £11 12s 91/2d available for scholastic
purposes. In addition to this a subscription of £1 from Lord Henley and a similar amount
from the Ecclesiastical Commissioners were amounted.
Source: Village report in the Chard & Ilminster News 15.4.1911.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1911 - CHARDSTOCK (ALL SAINTS)
C L B APPOINTMENT - The Reverend A W Bull of All Saints has been appointed assistant
battalion Chaplain to the 2nd Battalion B.50 (Salisbury Regiment).
The Rev. T R Williams, Rector of Wambrook, preached at All Saints Church on Sunday
evening, from the text “This day shalt thou be with Me in paradise”.
Source: Village report in the Chard & Ilminster News 15.4.1911.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1911 - CHARDSTOCK NEWS
The children’s service was largely attended by both young and old. The flower offerings
were despatched to the London hospitals.
The Penny Dinners, organised by the Vicar (the Rev. A Lewis) and Mrs Lewis, are now
ended. Under this scheme 3,215 hot dinners have been provided since Christmas, and,
needless to say, have been much appreciated. Great thanks are due to the Vicar for the
excellent organisation, to Mrs Lewis for the catering and disposition of the meals, and also
to those who have lent their active assistance.
The Scouts Committee were present at the induction of new members in the Parish Room.
After the ceremony the Rev. A Lewis addressed the candidates. A committee meeting was
subsequently held, and the reports on the recent examination made by Messrs King and
Brittain read. It was proposed that a saving bank be formed, and a Sub-Committee,
consisting of the Rev. A Lewis, Messrs L Smith and T King, was appointed to make
arrangements.
A re-union of the Church Missionary collectors has been held in the College. Tea was
provided by the Vicar and Mrs Lewis, and the collecting boxes were opened. The box
holders were 22 in number. The amount collected was further increased by the subscription
of Miss Eames, Miss Downing, Misses A S, E and K Eames, Mr T D Eames, Capt. King, the
Rev. A and Mrs Lewis, and Miss M S Lewis. The total received was £27 0s 2d, which, with
subscription from Wambrook of £7 12s 6d, was forwarded to the headquarters of the
Church Missionary Society.
Source: Village report in the Chard & Ilminster News 15.4.1911.
......................................................................................................................................................................
1912 - NEWS FROM THE PAST
A freehold smallholding known as ‘Snowdrops’, Chardstock, comprising a dwelling house
and 12 acres of land, was sold by auction on Thursday, the purchaser, at £500, being Mr F
Thicke, of Axminster
Source: Chard & Ilminster News 31.8.1912

.......................................................................................................................................................................
1913 - NEWS FROM 5.4.1913
1st Chardstock Troop of Boy Scouts attended the formal opening of their new headquarters
in Back Lane, kindly lent to them by the Wesleyan Connection.
Source: Chard & Ilminster News 5.4.1913
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1913 - NEWS FROM THE PAST
The annual treat given by Lady Henley to the school children took place on Tuesday.
Following a bountiful tea, at which Lady Henley presided, prizes and attendance certificates
were awarded. The valuable prizes took the shape of suits of clothes for boys with perfect
attendance, whilst blouses and frocks were given to the girls.
Source: Chard & Ilminster News 31.5.1913
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1914 - NEWS FROM THE PAST
The Vicar of Chardstock and Mrs Lewis entertained the church workers in the College Hall,
when about 80 attended. Music was provided by Messrs F and C Bondfield for those who
preferred dancing and the Club Room was set aside for whist and games.
Source: Chard & Ilminster News 28.2.1914
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1915 - CHARDSTOCK - A BRYANT
Nurse seeks situation. One child. Three years character as second. A Bryant, Gosford
Farm, Chardstock.
Source: Western Gazette 5.2.1915
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1915 - TYTHERLEIGH ARMS
Licence of the Tytherleigh Arms, Tytherleigh transferred from Mrs K Knight to Mr Eli
Trenchard.
Source: Chard & Ilminster News 6.3.1915.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
CHARDSTOCK - 75 YEARS AGO – FROM OUR ISSUE OF 7.8.1915
The children attending the Day School at Chardstock had, through the generosity of Lady
Henley, their annual prize distribution on Friday. They were regaled with a beautiful tea, and
each boy who made perfect attendance throughout the year received a suit of clothes, and
each girl was presented with a blouse and skirt.
Source: Chard & Ilminster News 8.8.1990
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1915 - CHARDSTOCK - SITUATION VACANT
House-Parlourmaid wanted in small family. Apply, stating wages, to Mrs Arthur Lewis,
Chardstock Vicarage.

Source: Western Gazette 15.10.1915
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1915/1916 PARISH OF WAMBROOK - PERSONS RECEIVING RELIEF
Emily Down (aged 46) & 4 children
For children
8s pw
Charlotte Love (aged 65)
Crippled
5s pw
Maria Down (aged 62)
Debility
3s pw
Mary Down (aged 35) & child
For child
3s 6d pw
Medical Relief Only
Edward Down
Long’s children
Denslow’s child

Bronchitis
Pertussis
Jaundice

Total £20 16s 0d
Total £13 0s 0d
Total £1 7s 8d
Total
14s 0d

In receipt of Old Age Pension

Source: Chard Union Annual Statement year ending 31.3.1916
......................................................................................................................................................................
1916/1918 PARISH OF WAMBROOK - PERSONS RECEIVING RELIEF
Emily Down (aged 47) & 4 children
For children
8s pw
Charlotte Love (aged 66)
Crippled
5s pw
Maria Down (aged 63)
Debility
3s pw
Mary Down (aged 35) & child
For child
3s 6d pw
Emma Denning (aged 62)
Debility
5s pw
Medical Relief Only
Edward Down

Senile

Total £20 16s 0d
Total £13 0s 0d
Total £ 7 16s 0d
Total £ 1 11s 6d
Total £11 10s 8d

In receipt of Old Age Pension

Source: Chard Union Annual Statement years ending 31.3.1917 and 31.3.1918
......................................................................................................................................................................
1921 - CHARDSTOCK NEWS
The Lending Library has been re-opened. Miss Parris and Miss Pratt are in charge.
An highly interesting address was given at the British and Foreign Bible Society meeting
here, by Rev. T H Gurney of Bishopsnympton.
At the sale at Axminster, White House Farm, Chardstock, about 36 acres, was withdrawn,
the £1500 bid not reaching the reserve. Mr E W Larcombe (Chardstock) purchased three
cottages at Wambrook for £250. The “Village Cottage” and garden, Chardstock, fetched
£110.
Source: Western Times 25.11.1921
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1924/1925 PARISH OF WAMBROOK - PERSONS RECEIVING MEDICAL RELIEF
Charlotte Love
Heart disease
In receipt of Old Age Pension
Mrs Mountstephen
Neuralgia
George Larcombe
Bronchial catarrh
Wilfred Larcombe
Bronchial catarrh
......................................................................................................................................................................
1928 - TYTHERLEIGH ESTATE - THIS WAS THE NEWS - 50 YEARS AGO
The Devonshire portion of the Tytherleigh estate, owned by the Rev F E W Langdon, and

comprising 585 acres, was offered for sale. It included the fully licensed free house, The
Tytherleigh Arms, which was sold to the Dorset Brewery Co. for £1,760.
Source: Pulman’s Chard, Ilminster, Axminster edition 5.10.1978
.......................................................................................................................................................................

27.10.1928 - NEWS FROM THE PAST
Members of the Lighting Committee of Chardstock met to discuss the question of whether
the village should be lit by oil or electricity. There was no proposal to adapt from the oil
system already being used.
Source: Chard & Ilminster News 27.10.1928
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1929 COTFORD ASYLUM
George Wilkins of the Parish of Wambrook was admitted to Cotford Asylum on the 15th
December, 1894. He was still resident at the asylum on 31st March, 1929.
Source: Chard Union Annual Statement year ending 31.3.1929
......................................................................................................................................................................
1928/1929 CHARD UNION - CECIL TAYLOR
The records of Chard Union show that as at 31st March, 1928 Cecil Taylor (aged 9y 7m) of
Chard Parish was living with Foster Parent Mrs Vaux of Kit Bridge, Chardstock. Payment
details suggest that the placement started in August, 1921.
The records for year ending 31st March, 1929 show that Cecil Taylor is still living with Mrs
Vaux, but that they have moved to Puddle Bridge, Horton.
Source: Chard Union Annual Statement years ending 31.3.1928 and 31.3.1929
......................................................................................................................................................................
1928/1929 CHARD UNION - LESLIE RONALD SLADE
The records of Chard Union show that as at 31st March, 1929 Leslie Ronald Slade (aged 9y
0m) was living with Foster Parent Mrs French of Kit Bridge, Chardstock. Payment details
suggest that the placement started in January, 1929.
Source: Chard Union Annual Statement year ending 31.3.1929
......................................................................................................................................................................
1929 - NEWS FROM THE PAST
At Chardstock the lighting committee decided to have the street lamps in the village lighted
until the end of March. In former years the lights have not been maintained after the end of
February.
Source: Chard & Ilminster News 2.3.1951
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1929 - ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH
An extraordinary incident occurred at Chardstock Parish Church on Sunday morning, Bishop
Joscelyn, was struck on the head by a pipe which fell from the front of the organ. The
Bishop received a nasty blow on the head, but notwithstanding continued the service.

Source: Western Morning News 7.8.1929.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1932 - ALL SAINTS VILLAGE REPORT
CANON LEE, of Whitechurch, the parish in which the Rev. B H Warner worked before
becoming Rector of this parish, is to preach at the evening service at All Saints on October
9th.
CHANGES AT THE SCHOOL - Mrs Davis, who has been a teacher at All Saints Church
Schools for about six months, is leaving shortly to take up headmistress’s duties
elsewhere. Miss Polgrean, who is now teaching near Exeter, has been appointed to a
position at the School.
A NEW PASTOR - At the moment the Methodist Church is without a minister. Pastor L A
Piper has left the district and is entering Bristol University, but the vacancy will not be for
long, as Pastor E A Kitchen, of Nottingham, is expected to come south in time to
commence duties, in the district, which embraces the Axminster and Lyme Regis Methodist
Churches, next week.
AMBITION OF RECTOR’s DAUGHTER - Miss Warner, daughter of the Rector, is making
preparations to start a pack of “Brownies” for little girls from 7 to 10 years of age. When that
is in full swing, it is hoped to inaugurate a Girl Guide Company, into which the Brownies can
eventually pass. Miss Warner, we gather, was a Brown Arrow at Whitechurch, before
coming to All Saints, and there she started a pack of Brownies with very great success.
What is wanted now is someone to come forward and start a troup of Scouts for the locality.
METHODISTS’ HARVEST THANKSGIVING - Harvest Thanksgiving services were held at the
Methodist Church on Sunday last, when the Rev. M Roy Smith, M C, of Chard, preached in
the afternoon, and Mr A G Short, of Axminster, in the evening. There were good
congregations, and harvest hymns were heartily sung. Mrs Spague was at the organ, and
her daughter, Lydia, rendered in an extremely pleasing manner the harvest solos, “He giveth
all”, at the afternoon service, and “On the altar” in the evening. The collections were for the
Chapel funds. The interior of the building had been very nicely decorated for the festival by
Mrs Gigg, Mrs Spague and the Mr and Mrs Knowles. - On Wednesday, when the festival
was further celebrated, there was a tea, in connection with which Mrs Knowles and
Mrs Spague did very good work, and a public meeting followed in the evening. At this
Mr A G Knowles was in the chair, and Mr Trenchard, of Seaton, was the speaker.
MONEY STILL WANTED - As announced in last week’s “News”, £80 was raised by or in
connection with the fete held at Coaxdon Hall last August. This money is to be devoted to the
provision of a new heating system for the Parish Church, and the work will probably cost
more than the amount already in hand. At present paraffin stoves have to be utilised for the
heating of the church, and it is proposed now to install a hot water system of heating.
Tenders have been invited, and they will be dealt with by a meeting of the Church Council in
due course. The church is already provided with electric light, but when the matter of heating
is satisfactorily dealt with, there will still be the organ to attend to. Conversing with a News
reporter on these improvements, Mr Warner said: “We have to raise more money, but it is
alright when we have a little sum to start with as we now have ...... After all, it would never do
if we did not have mountains to climb”. Certainly those connected with All Saints Church
have “mountains” looming before them at the present time, but after the success of the fete,
and under the genial leadership of the Rector, we feel sure they will climb them.
Source: Village report in the Chard & Ilminster News 1.10.1932.

.......................................................................................................................................................................
1932 - ALL SAINTS REPORT
MR C PATTEMORE, of Churchill, is the “News” agent for All Saints, Churchill, Smallridge and
district and readers are asked to give him instructions for regular delivery.
Source: Chard & Ilminster News 8.10.1932.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1932 - ALL SAINTS VILLAGE REPORT
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING - A meeting of the Parochial Church Council was held on
Monday, there being a good attendance of members present. Various proposals were
considered in connection with the heating of the church, and a sub-committee was
appointed to go into the estimates and plans. It was brought to the notice of the Council that
certain repairs were necessary to the organ, and it was pointed out that the Church Council
would be required to continue their efforts to raise money, as a considerable sum was still
required.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1932 - CHARDSTOCK VILLAGE REPORT
HARVEST FESTIVAL - Harvest festival services were held at the Parish Church on Sunday,
when the preacher was the Vicar (Rev. S M Whitwell). The Church was tastefully decorated
by ladies of the village, and good congregations were present at all the services. A
children’s service was held in the afternoon, when gifts of flowers, fruit, vegetables and eight
dozen eggs were brought for the hospitals. The anthem, “O taste and see how Gracious the
Lord is”, was ably rendered by the choir, both morning and evening, Mr J Mitchell, of
Axminster, being at the organ. The collections, amounting to £14, were on behalf of the local
hospitals and the Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution.
Source: Village reports in the Chard & Ilminster News 8.10.1932.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1932 - HOLY CITY SHOW
NEXT YEAR’S EVENT TO BE HELD IN THE VILLAGE
The annual general meeting of the Holy City Flower Show was held in the Parish Room on a
recent date, Mr A J Strawbridge presiding over a good attendance. Mr Hughes (hon.
treasurer) presented the balance sheet, showing a credit balance of £25, after allocating £2
to the Chardstock Nursing Association and the village children a treat. The report was
unanimously adopted, on the proposition of Mr W Miller, seconded by Mr C Virgin. A hearty
vote of thanks was accorded Mr Hughes, who has been hon. treasurer of the show for about
six years. Thanks were given to Mr G Hull and the members of the refreshment committee.
It was agreed that Mr Hughes continue as hon. treasurer. Some discussion arose as to
whether the show should be held at Holy City or in the village of Chardstock, as it was
pointed out that the latter would be nearer the main road and the ‘bus route. After
Mr Strawbridge had kindly offered to lend the committee a field in the centre of the village, it
was agreed to hold next year’s show at Chardstock, and also to ask Mr H A Douglas to act
as President.
The following dance committee was appointed: - Messrs. W H Miller, H J Larcombe, C
Male, S Satchell, A J Strawbridge, C Virgin, J Lane, and C Bonfield. The first dance is to be
held in about three weeks time, particulars of which will appear in the “News”.

Source: Village report in the Chard & Ilminster News 15.10.1932.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1932 - CHARDSTOCK VILLAGE REPORT
NEW POSTAL ADDRESS - The letters, etc., for the village are now brought from Axminster by
motor cycle instead of from Chard. as previously. The postal address of the village now
is: - “Chardstock, Axminster, Devon”.
DANCE - To augment the funds of the ex-Service Men’s Association a dance was held in the
St. Andrew’s Hall on Wednesday of last week. Owing to so many other counter attractions,
the attendance was somewhat limited, a company of about 70 being present. The duties of
M. C. were carried out by Mr T Parris. The Empire Melody Makers, of Chard, provided greatly
appreciated music.
Source: Village report in the Chard & Ilminster News 15.10.1932.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1932 - CHARDSTOCK VILLAGE REPORT
WHIST DRIVE - A brightly arranged whist drive was held in the St. Andrews Hall on
Wednesday evening, the proceeds being in aid of the street electric lighting fund. Owing to
the inclemency of the weather, only nine tables were occupied, but those present spent a
most enjoyable evening. Mr W H Miller was a most capable M. C. and Mrs J R Pratt
presented the prizes to the following: - Ladies; 1 Mrs Early; 2 Mrs Bussell; 3 Mrs T Parris;
consolation Miss K Matthews. Gents; 1 Mr S Apsey; 2 Mr O Case; 3 Mr E Apsey;
consolation Mr A Fowler. A competition for a bottle of sweets was won by Mrs Early and
Mr Brian Love, of Perry Street, whilst a table skittles competition was won by Mr W Miller
with a score of 17. The organisers are grateful to the donors of prizes and refreshments
and also to all who helped to make the evening a success.
Source: Village report in the Chard & Ilminster News 22.10.1932.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1932 - CHARDSTOCK EX-SERVICE MEN’S ASSOCIATION
Mr. C. Coleman presided at the last Committee meeting of the Ex-Service Men’s
Association, when it was agreed that a Church parade should be held on the Sunday after
Armistice Day. The Hon. Secretary was instructed to obtain the services of a band for the
musical part of the service at the War Memorial. The Church collections throughout the day
will be in aid of the funds of the local Ex-service men. It was unanimously agreed to
purchase a poppy and laurel wreath, and if possible arrange a sale of poppies for the
British Legion funds in the village and district on Armistice Day. Messrs. A. Goff, S. Satchell,
and A. E. Turner were elected as a Committee to organise a social.
SUCCESSFUL DANCE:- A highly successful novelty dance was held in the St. Andrew’s Hall
on Monday evening, when upwards of 100 dancers spent an enjoyable time. The affair was
got up in connection with the Holy City Flower Show. Music was supplied by the Bohemian
Blues Orchestra (Bridport). The dance was arranged by that hard-working committee of
novelty furnishers, comprising Messrs. H. J. Larcombe, A. J. Strawbridge, J. Lane, C. Male,
S. Satchell, C. Bonfield, C. Virgin and W. H. Miller. The latter was M.C., and infinite credit is
due to him and the committee for the way in which they carried out their duties. It was the
first dance of the kind that had ever been held at Chardstock. The company included visitors
from Exmouth, Bridport, Yeovil, Ilminster, Honiton, and the surrounding district.
Refreshments were served by Mr. G. Hull and the following ladies:- Mesdames J. Hall, J.

Bussell, J. Lane, S. Satchell, A. Strawbridge and E. Parris. After the dance three hearty
cheers were accorded the orchestra for having given such an excellent programme of
music.
Source: Reports in the Chard & Ilminster News 29.10.1932.
......................................................................................................................................................................
1937 - CHARDSTOCK AUCTION SALE AT CLAY STEPS
Particulars of the sale of freehold properties at Clay Steps, Chardstock at The George Inn on
Wednesday 31st March, 1937 at 5 p.m.
The estates of the late Mr Sidney Dean and of the late Mrs E E Genge.
Lot 1 - the Attractive and Compact Little Holding known as Clay Steps extending to 5.900
acres. Situated at Cuckold’s Pit in a delightful rural position, about half-a-mile from the
village with its Church, Shops, Post Office and Bus Services. Approached from the
Chardstock to Holy City Road, this property stands high up and commands panoramic
views. The house, built of brick and stuccoed, with tiled roof, contains the following
accommodation:
On the Ground Floor - Entrance Porch and Hall; Drawing Room 13 ft x 13 ft with Bay Window
in addition; Sitting Room 12 ft x 12 ft 6 in with Open Hearth Fireplace; Kitchen; Dairy; Larder.
At the back is a Long Enclosed Glazed Verandah fitted with sink, Copper and W.C.
On the First Floor - 4 Bedrooms, two 13 ft x 12 ft each with Fireplace; two 12 ft x 9 ft 6 in; also
a Boxroom.
Water Supply by gravitation.
In front of the House is a Flower Garden, and a Kitchen Garden at the rear.
In the Yard adjoining is a Range of Very Useful Outbuildings consisting of: Cowstall for 6; 2Stall Stable with Loft over and 2 Piggeries. There is also a Wood and Galvanized iron Store
or Implement Shed.
The Land is Healthy and Productive, adjoins the House and Garden and consists of Two
Enclosures of Well Watered Pasture. Schedule;
O/S No. 608
O/S No. 806

Claysteps House, Buildings, Garden and Pasture
Pasture
Total

3.501 Acres
2.399
5.900 Acres

Tithe Free. Vacant Possession will be given on Completion of Purchase.
Lot 2 - (opposite Lot 1) An enclosure of Healthy, Well-watered, Grass Land with Vacant
Possession, intersected by a stream. Tithe Annuity £1 3s 4d. Schedule;
O/S No. 808

Pasture

7.271 Acres

Lot 3 - (adjoining Lot 2) Two Enclosures of Productive Well-Watered Pasture and Orchard
Lane also with Vacant Possession. Tithe Annuity £1 4s 1d. Schedule;
O/S No. 803

Pasture

1.860 Acres

O/S No. 801
O/S No. 800 part

Orchard and Pasture
Orchard and Site of House, Garden etc. about
Total
There is a right of way over this lot to O/S no. 802

1.798
0.514
4.172

Lot 4 - (adjoining Lot 3) An Enclosure of Land forming an ideal Building Site with
considerable frontage to the Chardstock - Holy City Road and also to the road leading to
Cuckold’s Pit. Tithe Free. The Timber is valued at [blank]. Schedule
O/S No. 805

Orchard

0.441 Acres

Lot 5 - At Cuckold’s Pit adjoining Travellers Rest Lane and Claysteps a Stone and Cob-built
Cottage with Galvanized Iron roof and containing Kitchen, Scullery and 2 Bedrooms. There
is a Small Garden with newly erected Stone and Tiled Shed and a Small Orchard with Shed.
This lot is let to Mr James Bussell at £12 per annum, landlord paying Rates. tithe Annuity
5s 8d. Schedule;
O/S No. 609 part

Orchard, Cottage and Garden about

0.750 Acres

Notes additional to the sale particulars record that Lot 5 is leasehold for a term of 2000
years from 18.4.1774 at a peppercorn rent and by virtue of Section 153 of the Law of
Property Act 1925 the Purchaser of such lot can enlarge the said term into a fee simple
freehold estate by deed as provided by the said Act. This indicates that the cottage was built
c1774 on land previously recorded as “The Lord’s Waste”.
Lot 6 - Adjoining the Chardstock - Holy City Road near Dunsters Cottage. An Old Stone and
Thatched Cottage with Large Garden extending to about a Quarter of an Acre being Part 615
on the Ordnance Sheet. This is an Excellent Site for the erection of a Small House or
Cottage. There is also a Tiled Tool House and a Lean-to Wood and Galvanised Iron Linhay.
Tithe Annuity 1s 10d. Schedule;
O/S No. 615 part

Cottage and Garden about

0.252 Acres

Lot 7 - Adjoining Lot 6. An Enclosure of Pasture Land held for the Residue of a Term of
years by the longer of Two Lives, now aged 78 and 77. Tithe Annuity 9s 9d. Vacant
possession at Lady-Day 1937. Schedule;
O/S No. 616

Pasture

2.909 Acres

Lot 8 - An Improvable Enclosure of Common Pasture having a long frontage to the road
from Holy City to Alston and known as “Common”. This lot forms an attractive Building Site
with Vacant Possession. There is a supply of water on this lot. Tithe Free. Schedule;
O/S No. 546
O/S No. 545

Pasture and Rough
Pasture and Rough
Total

1.552 Acres
3.273
4.825

Lot 9 - A Productive Piece of Pasture Land with Vacant Possession, adjoining and having a
long frontage to the Holy City to Alston Road (opposite Readshill Farm), known as “Yew
Tree Close”. There is a drinking place in the field. Tithe Free. Schedule;
O/S No. 600

Pasture

4.913 Acres

Lot 10 - Adjoining the road from Chardstock Village to Chard. An Enclosure of Healthy
Pasture Land with long road frontage and Vacant Possession. Tithe Annuity 7s. Schedule;
O/S No. 671
O/S No. 673

Pasture
Old Quarries
Total

1.716 Acres
0.914
2.640

Lot 11 - Adjoining the road from Chardstock Village to Chard. An Excellent Enclosure of
Productive Pasture Land, close to Lot 10, and of which Vacant Possession will be given.
Tithe Annuity 12s 4d. Schedule;
O/S No. 185

Pasture

7.790 Acres

Notes additional to the sale particulars record that Lot 1 was sold for £600, Lot 2 for £147, Lot
4 for £25 and Lot 5 for £46.
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1938 - BEWLEY DOWN - MRS SARAH ANN GREGORY
Mrs Sarah Ann Gregory of Norman’s Cross, Forton has celebrated her 94th birthday, The
eldest of a family of 12, she has two sisters and two brothers surviving. The ages of the five
total nearly 400 years. Mrs Gregory, who was born at Bewley Down, can remember
receiving a pair of boots when she was three years old. She has been a widow for 31 years
and had eight children, all of whom died in their infancy.
Source: Western Daily Press 11.4.1938
.......................................................................................................................................................................
27.3.1939 - NEWS FROM THE PAST
Anti gas lectures commenced in the Parish Room, Chardstock, on Monday, when over 30
were present. The lectures are for inhabitants who wish to qualify for the ARP badge.
Source: Chard & Ilminster News 27.3.1939
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1940 - NEWS FROM THE PAST
St Andrews Hall, Chardstock, was the scene of another event on behalf of the village’s
Spitfire effort, upward of 100 being present at an enjoyable dance. Mr J R Pratt, presenting
the prizes, disclosed that Chardstock’s contribution to the fund exceeded three figures.
Source: Chard & Ilminster News 14.12.1940
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1940 - NEWS FROM THE PAST
Mrs Perring of Holbrook Farm, Chardstock, came across a turkey’s egg containing two
perfectly developed young turkeys; by some means or other the egg was broken before the
proper time for hatching had arrived.
Source: Chard & Ilminster News 30.8.1940
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1942 - NEWS FROM THE PAST
Chardstock showed its sympathy with Exeter’s raid victims when 220 attended a dance at St

Andrews Hall and over £20 was raised on behalf of the Exeter Raid Relief Fund,. Cpl G
Early and L/Cpl J Gilpin were MCs.
Source: Chard & Ilminster News 30.5.1942
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1944 - CHARDSTOCK - FARMHOUSE FIRE
Kitchen and dairy destroyed
A fire at Hooper’s Farm, Chardstock, owned and occupied by Mrs Hull, on May 31st,
originated in a lean-to back kitchen with matchboard ceiling and thatch under galvanised
iron roof. It was apparently caused by the glasscontainer of an oil cooker bursting .
Mrs Hull, who was alone in the house and was in the siting-room, heard a cracking noise,
and on going to the back kitchen saw flames and smoke. She threw water on the fire, but
was unable to cope with it. She ran outside shouting “Fire” and was heard by Mr Albert
Hutchings of The Parade, Chardstock, who was working on his plot in the cottage garden.
He ran to her assistance, and asked Mrs Pierce to summon help. She informed P.C. Bater,
who telephoned the fire brigade and went to the scene. He and other helpers removed all
the furniture from the house except a few articles upstairs.
The N. F. S. arrived from Axminster, under Leading Fireman Cook, and had water playing on
the fire within 35 minutes of receiving the call. They were reinforced later by N. F. S. units
from Honiton and Lyme Regis, and water was obtained from the River Kit at the bottom of
the hill.
The back kitchen and dairy were destroyed. Thatch on the roof of the dwelling-house was
removed as a safety measure. The bedrooms were damaged slightly by fire and seriously
by water.
Source: Western Times 9.6.1944
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1950 - CHARDSTOCK - CHRISTOPHER COTTAGE
Sale of the Attractive Small Stone-built and Tiled Cottage, known as Christopher Cottage,
Cuckolds Lane, containing 2 Bedrooms, Living-room, Scullery and Washhouse, Store Shed
and Closet. Pleasant Garden and Orchard, in all about half-an-acre. Good water Supply
from own well, with Vacant Possession on Completion and which Messrs. W Palmer & Co.
and R & C Snell Tld. are favoured with instructions from the Owner to Sell by Auction at the
George Hotel, Chard, on Thursday, March 9th 1950 at 3 p.m.
Viewing upon application at No. 4 Council Cottage (opposite).
Source: Western Gazette 3.3.1950
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1951 - NEWS FROM THE PAST
Seventeen year old David Apsey of ‘Hakes’, Chardstock, rode his first winner at Windsor
Source: Chard & Ilminster News
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1964 - CIGARETTE END CAUSED FIRE AT CHARDSTOCK
Firemen had to use breathing apparatus to get into a bungalow at Holy City, Chardstock, on

Sunday night after a 79 year old widow, living alone, had accidentally started a fire in the
living room. It is thought that Mrs Florence Parris unknowingly dropped a cigarette end on a
settee. She popped out to visit a friend, Mrs Brownsell, who lives nearby, and when she
returned her bungalow, ‘Tin Tac’, was full of smoke.
As Mr Parmiter phoned for help, two other neighbours, Mr Jack Genge and Miss Mary
Parmiter, poured water through a sky light. Fire fighting units from Chard and Axminster
sped to the scene.
The settee and an armchair were destroyed and a carpet partly burned, but there was little
other damage. Mrs Parris, widow of former Chardstock licensee Mr Tom Parris, was taken
to spend the night with relatives.
Source: Chard & Ilminster News 2.8.1964
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1969 - BLAZING HOUSE AT BURRIDGE
The picturesque Burridge House at Burridge, Devon, was gutted by fire last Thursday. The
house was being renovated at the time and was unoccupied. The fire, which broke out
shortly after 4 pm, took such a quick hold on the thatched house that four appliances from
Chard, Crewkerne, Axminster and Seaton were called to fight the blaze. The firemen were
handicapped by lack of water and an extra supply had to be laid on from Hook, about a mile
away.
The house, the property of Col. R F P Eames of Cotley House, had been empty since the
death last November of Col Eames’ cousin, Mr L J Eames. Scaffolding had been erected
around the building and workmen were engaged in stripping off the thatch prior to tiling.
The alarm was given by one of the workmen......but although he and his colleagues fought
the blaze before the arrival of the firemen, the flames took a quick hold on the dry thatch,
completely destroying the roof and 80 per cent of the upper floor.
Source: Chard & Ilminster News 31.7.1969
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1975 - PAGES FROM HISTORY OF AXMINSTER by E A Batty
Historic Coaxdon Hall, currently on the property market, appears more than once in the
pages of our national story. In the days of Henry V it passed into the family of Coaxdon, or
Cogan, who rebuilt it fashionably, in the shape of the letter ‘E’ in the time of Elizabeth 1.
Midway through the following century, it figured in a picturesque if slightly bizarre incident.
Mistress Cogan had Royalist sympathies not shared by her husband and Charles II,
baulked in his plan to take ship at Lyme after the debacle at Worcester, sought shelter at
Coaxdon. It was apparently, a ‘damned close run-thing’, for as the Merry Monarch entered
the parlour the thunder of enemy cavalry was heard in the drive, as were sounds beckoning
the return from the fields of the master of the house. Mistress Cogan was equal to the
occasion however, inviting her liege lord to hide beneath her ample skirts while troopers
searched the house.
When they departed empty-handed and her husband with them, she made much of the
fugitive and set him on his road back to the safety of Trent Manor and Wyndhams. Much
later Charles sent to her from France a gold locket and chain engraved with the Royal arms,
which was subsequently sold out of the family.

This pretty story gains support from an alabaster shield inserted in the west wall of the hall
at the time of the Restoration, which depicts a chain ornament partly circumscribing the
Garter insignia. G.P.R. Pulman however, regards the story as questionable and points out
that hooped skirts were not in vogue at the time. Be that as it may, Richard Cogan the
younger was an ardent supporter of ‘King’ Monmouth, whose armies breakfasted on
Coaxdon lawn before Sedgemoor. After the battle, Richard went into hiding at the Green
Dragon Inn, Axminster, where he married the landlord’s daughter and in more peaceful
times brought her back to live at Coaxdon.
The Hall later entertained Dutch William and his party on their way from Exeter to
Crewkerne. More than a century later it was home to a branch of the Knight family who built
and endowed St Mary’s Catholic Church in Lyme Road, Axminster, though it is thought the
family were tenants rather than owners.
The Knights were Catholic recusants who settled on Lord Clifford’s estates at Cannington,
Somerset, migrating thence to Axminster in the early 1760s. The principal branch of the
family had their seat at Hilary House, which until a few years ago stood in Chard Street, a
little beyond the present hospital.
The story of Hilary or Hillary House is less dramatic. The name is not ancient and may have
derived from St Hilary, a fifth century pope who ‘strenuously upheld the Catholic faith’. If this
is anything more than an inspired guess, the name was no doubt acquired in the early
1760s, when John Knight purchased the house from a Mr Collaret, of whom nothing is
known. John’s eldest son William inherited the property in 1801, but later removed to
Coaxden, where he died in 1839. The widow returned to live at Hilary until her own death in
1866, but in 1847 sold the main interest in the property to Admiral Aldridge, a relative by
marriage. The Admiral made many alterations, and the appearance of the house about this
time greatly pleased the Devon historian William White, who described it as ‘a most neat
and pleasant mansion’.
Nearly half a century later ownership was restored to the main family stream once more
when William Henry Barnes Knight repurchased Hillary on his marriage and continued to
reside there until his death in 1923.
On taking possession of Hilary about the year 1763, John Knight converted his drawing
room into a Catholic chapel served by a Father Scrimshaw, alias Sutton, who had
accompanied him from Cannington. At this time, more than a decade before the first
Catholic Relief Act, it was still necessary for Catholic clergy to employ an alias and the fury of
the Gordon Riots a few years later showed the days of persecution were not over.
But better times lay ahead and in 1824 John’s eldest son, William Knight of Coaxden,
purchased part of the manor of Axminster from his employer, Lord Petre. Shortly afterwards
a public subscription list was opened for a new Catholic chapel on land ‘near the eastern
turnpike gate in Lyme Road’. The two Knights also pledged £140 towards the cost of
erecting the chapel and George Bragg, a local builder, undertook to do this for the sum of
£510, ‘coloured glass to be paid for extra’. Various difficulties delayed the opening to 1831,
when the celebrated Bishop Baines preached an eloquent sermon and dedicated the new
church to Our Lady. Unfortunately no photograph of this building has come to light.
With almost all Catholic disabilities removed in 1829 and the dawn of the ‘Second Spring’,
Braggs little chapel could no longer accommodate all its worshippers and in 1854 Mr
Knight commissioned a London architect to draw up plans for a new and larger church on
the existing site. The new church was to be of local stone in the Gothic style, and additional

land was made available for a presbytery, a priest’s garden, a family burial ground, and a
school. Though not entirely free from debt (formal consecration was delayed until 1916) the
new building was open for public worship, on Ascension Day, 29th May, 1862. A
contemporary account describes it ‘handsomely fitted up...the altar and its appendages of a
costly character’, with memorial windows to the Knight family of ‘the finest stained glass’.
With the passing of years and notably since Vatican II, many changes have taken place in
the church and the presbytery and the school are currently being rebuilt.
What does not change, however, is the gratitude of the Catholics of Axminster to the
distinguished family whose devotion and generosity restored the Catholic faith to Axminster
and enriched the town with a shrine worthy of comparison with the ‘other St Marys’ in the
town centre.
The writer desires to record his thanks to Mrs J B Pemberton and Lt Col A J H Knight for
information and assistance.
Source: Pulman’s Weekly 19.8.1975
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1976 - WAS DISTRICT NURSE AT CHARDSTOCK
A District Nurse at Chardstock for nearly 30 years, Mrs Ellen Mary Early, died at her home,
Lower Flat, School House, at the age of 76. From 1931 to 1960 the late Mrs Early was
district nurse at Chardstock. On retirement she did relief duty in Exeter and later was matron
of Braeside, Chard, for 3 years. She was president and member of the Womens Institute for
many years and was also a member of the Mothers Union.
The funeral took place at St Andrews, Chardstock [on 13th October 1976]. Family mourners
were Mr and Mrs G A T Early, son and daughter in law; Mr and Mrs P T Harris, son in law
and daughter; Mr T Early, grandson; Mr and Mrs A Pavey, granddaughter; Mrs G House,
granddaughter; Mrs M Fitzgibbons, granddaughter; Mr and Mrs B Baker, Mr and Mrs D
Bradbury, brother in law, nephews and nieces; Mr W Early and Mr R Early, brothers in law.
Source: Chard & Ilminster News
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1978 - SEVEN YEAR DREAM COMES TRUE FOR PEOPLE OF CHARDSTOCK
This Spring sees the fulfilment of a 7 year dream for the residents of Chardstock. Continual
fund raising and voluntary back breaking physical work has resulted in a smart new village
hall. It has been there since last December but will be officially opened in May this year.
Chardstock is comprised of two wards – St Andrews and All Saints. Under plans
announced in 1971 for building a new school for these two wards, Chardstock would lose
the use of the St Andrews Hall for village purposes. Although a number of attempts had
been made since the war to find alternative existing buildings or to build a new hall, each
scheme had fallen through.
In 1972 a public meeting was called to discuss the possibilities of building a new hall. Mrs
K W Milford, Lord of the Manor of Chardstock, offered a piece of land within the village at a
peppercorn rent. Her offer was snapped up, plans were drawn up and approved by the
village, and on 6 April 1976, planning permission was granted.
With the stage set for action, the villagers pulled out all stops to get the scheme under way.
A building sub committee organised voluntary skilled labour from within the village and
drafted a building programme. Fund raising committees began the task of raising money

for the hall, and delegates approached appropriate authorities for grants and loans.
“How the village has worked together has been absolutely fantastic”, praised Mr Maurice
Milford, president of the Chardstock Community Hall Trust, which was registered as a
charity from July 1976. Representatives from all the many organisations in the village have
a place in the Trust.
“People have gone out of their way to help”, said Mr Milford. “This scheme was the catalyst
which brought the village together. We believe that overall we shall have spent about
£25000 on materials. There are great skills in the village and nearly all the labour was
given on a voluntary basis. If we had had to pay labour charges the hall would have cost
nearer £50,000”.
Source: Chard & Ilminster News 9.3.1978
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1979 - WAMBROOK - ARTISTS HAD LUCKY ESCAPE WHEN “STUDIO” CAUGHT FIRE
A group of amateur painters had a lucky escape when the roof of their workshop suddenly
caught fire on Thursday. Mrs Joyce Fountain, of The Old Smithy, Wambrook, was portrait
painting with a group of friends when they suddenly smelled something burning. “I rushed
outside and saw the flames sweeping across the roof, I could not believe how quickly it
went up”, she said.
The Chard and Ilminster fire brigades were called out at about 11 a.m. and arrived in less
than a quarter of an hour. Mr Maurice Fountain, the owner of the house, said that they put
the blaze out in about twenty minutes. It was thought that the fire was started by the chimney
pipe getting too hot and setting light to the lagging around it.
Retired RAF Wing Commander, Mr. Fountain, who was in the bath when the fire broke out,
said that the roofing felt and some of the tiles were seriously damaged, but most of the
timbers were not badly burned. Within 45 minutes of the fire breaking out Mrs Fountain and
her friends were calmly handing out coffee and biscuits to everyone at the scene.
Source: Pulman’s News Chard Ilminster Axminster Edition 8.2.1979
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1980 - WAMBROOK, COTLEY INN - FAMILY LINK BROKEN
It will be the end of an era on June 24 when Mr Les Bright, the jovial mine host of the Cotley
Inn, Wambrook, calls “Time gentlemen, please” for the last time. For the well-known Bright
family of Wambrook have been tenants of the Cotley Inn for over 50 years – 29 by his father,
Samuel George Bright, and 22 in November by Leslie George Bright. Born in Oren Cottage,
Wambrook, the youngest of three boys and three girls, Leslie took over the pub, which was
then known as the New Inn, on November 15, 1958. His brother, George, has since bought
Oren cottage and renamed it ‘Homestead’, to keep it in the Bright family.
Leslie can well remember the days when his father used to run a 40 acre smallholding as
part of his duties, and brew his own draught cider at the pub. He said that every time
someone ordered a pint it had to be drawn in the cellar and taken through two rooms to the
bar “without spilling a drop”.
Before being sold to Brutton, Mitchell Toms and Company, in 1940, the New Inn was owned
by Miss Bradley from London. It was renamed the Cotley Inn in 1966, and sold to the Cotley
Estates two years later.

“I was very disappointed as I would like to have bought it, and kept it in the Bright family after
all those years”, he said. “It came at a time when I had been made redundant at the Chard
Brewery and instead of getting first option as tenant landlord, the first I knew about it was
when I received a letter from the company.”
In his youth Leslie was a keen sportsman and hunter, although cricket was always his first
love. He used to play for Wambrook and Chard and would cycle miles for a game of cricket
in the evenings after work.
Over the years Mr Bright and his wife, Irene, have worked long and hard hours. Rising at 7
a.m. he worked during the day at the brewery before coming home to open up the bar at
6.30 pm. But he always found time to organise local darts matches and barrel rolling
contests, while his wife’s badger suppers were a great success, together with the
entertainment they had in the evenings round the piano. In addition to running the pub, the
Brights took in lodgers during the summer months – people who came on holiday from the
Midlands to enjoy the fresh farm products and open air life in the country.
They have also brought up a family of two daughters and one son and although Mr Bright
was hoping his daughter, Jacqueline, might be accepted as the new tenant of the Cotley,
she was turned down , and from June 24, the new tenants will be Mr and Mrs Anthony
Linnington from South Chard.
Mr Bright will retain his job as warehouse manager at the Bass Brewery in Chard. He and
his wife will then be moving to their new home in the centre of the village – the old school
house, near the church, which has been converted to their needs. “At least we won’t have to
worry about opening up at 6.30 every evening and restocking the shelves”, he said. “But I
shall miss the routine for certain, and I would like to thank all my faithful customers for their
loyalty over the years”.
Source: Chard, Ilminster Axminster News 19.6.1980
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1981 -TYTHERLEIGH HOUSE PLAN APPROVED
A house of reconstructed stone at Sturridge Lane, Tytherleigh, can be built, East Devon
Planning Committee has decided, despite its officers’ recommendations that the proposed
material would be out of keeping. The house and garage, for K J D Slade and Son, is part of
ribbon development, they say, in which reconstructed stone rarely figures. But the committee
was reminded that it had virtually destroyed its grounds for rejecting the artificial material
because it allowed it recently in the nearby Chardstock conservation area.
Source: Pulman’s Weekly News 29.9.1981
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1983 - NEW LIFE IN AMERICA BECKONS FOR FARMING FAMILY AT CHARDSTOCK
After two years of planning Colin and Nora Withers, of Huntley Farm, Chardstock, and one of
their two daughters, Alison, will be leaving shortly to start a new life in America. Already on
her way to the States is Colin’s mother, 86 year old Mrs Dolly Withers. Colin (his father
John Withers died in 1981), has lived on farms nearly all his life, his parents having farmed
at Burridge for over 40 years.
Colin said: “My sister Helen has lived in San Diego for over 20 years. Our daughter Alison,
who celebrated her 18th birthday on March 18, will be coming with us, but Susan, who is 20,

has decided to stay at college to finish her education.
We will be farming 1000 acres, with another local farmer, in Trenton, Missouri. This will be
all arable, although in late years at Chardstock we were dairy and grain. The freedom of a
farmer in this country is limited; there is much more scope in America, and we like the way
of life there.”
Colin has been involved in many local organisations, the George Hotel Skittles Club, a
governor of Chardstock school and a member of Chardstock Horticultural Society. Mrs
Withers senior has for many years been a playing member of Chardstock Bowling Club.
Source: Chard & Ilminster 31.3.1983
......................................................................................................................................................................
1984 - CHARDSTOCK - PHONE BOX PILGRAMAGE TO END
Chardstock villagers should learn this month whether they will have to continue their
pilgrimage to nearby Holy City every time they want to use a telephone box. The two mile
journey is particularly annoying to the villagers for they have their own kiosk, but it has no
telephone inside.
The empty kiosk is outside 1, Brookfield Cottages which used to be the village post office
until the retirement of Mrs H Studley. When she retired and stopped using the premises as
a shop she authorised British Telecom to remove the phone equipment from the kiosk.
Mrs Studley is a tenant of Mr Maurice Milford, of The Court, Chardstock, and he is quite
happy for the kiosk, which is on his land, to be brought back into use. Now British Telecom
is to decide whether to re-equip the ghost box or build a new one outside the village hall.
Source: Midweek Herald 2.5.1984
Note: The location of the telephone box is more commonly known as outside Turners
Cottage in Kitbridge Lane.
.......................................................................................................................................................................

1984 CHARDSTOCK - PUB’S DAYS NUMBERED
Fourteen skittles teams at Chardstock could be without a home alley from September,
when their pub, The George Inn, will be sold. The owners, Ushers, have already turned
down the current landlord’s offer to buy the 11th century building so its days as a pub look
numbered.
It is one of the oldest pubs in Devon and is full of character with low beamed ceilings and a
quaint thatched roof. But it is in need of major renovation and the high cost of that has
prompted the brewery to sell.
The licensees, Mr and Mrs Patrick Chubb, have to be out by October 1st, and are sad at the
prospect of leaving after 17 years. Mr Chubb said “It cannot remain a beer and skittles pub.
Whoever buys it will have to change its image”.
Source: Midweek Herald 2.5.1984
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1984 CHARDSTOCK - PLANS TURMOIL FOR VILLAGE
The village of Chardstock is in turmoil over the refusal of planning permission for a
proposed guest house. Chardstock and All Saints Parish Council backed the proposal, by
Mr F D Grudgings, but then discovered one of its own members raised a 54 signature

petition against the guest house. This was considered by East Devon District Council’s
Planning Committee when it refused the application.
At Monday’s meeting of the Parish Council, it was claimed the petition did not reflect the true
wishes of the village. There were 100 members of the public at the meeting and when the
Chairman, Mr M A Hunt asked for a show of hands from people who had signed the
petition, only 8 raised their arms. Mr Hunt said that he sensed that the village wanted Mr
Grudgings to go ahead with work on New Inn House, one of a number of properties that
could do with a sprucing up.
Mr Grudgings claims that if he is allowed to go ahead with work on New Inn House it will
provide employment opportunities. His plans were turned down because of the potential
danger caused by cars parking outside. Mr Grudgings says this is harsh because the
building was once a public house and had cars parked outside in those days.
Source: Midweek Herald 16.5.1984
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1984 ALL SAINTS - KNIGHTS FARM AUCTIONED
The auction sale of Knights Farm, All Saints, was held at the George Hotel, Axminster.
Lot 1 comprised Knights Farmhouse, a most attractive residence of character, in need of
substantial improvement and modernisation, and this together with an old range of
farmbuildings and some 37 acres of land, which included some rough land, was sold after
very keen competition for £117,000 to Brigadier Young of Hunts Close, Luppit, Honiton.
Lots 2 and 3 which comprised 49.5 acres of pasture land including some further rough land
and a small area of woodland, was again sold after keen competition to Mr Martin Ellis of
Culver View, Alston, Axminster, for £90,000, which price represented £1,818 per acre.
The sale of the property was conducted by Messrs. R B Taylor and Son of 22 Princes Street,
Yeovil.
Source: Pulman’s Weekly News 30.10.1984
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1984/1985 CHARDSTOCK - FANCY THAT
A series of short items of interest published in the Chard & Ilminster News between
November 1984 and February 1985
• Fancy That - Bronze Age people lived at Chardstock - remains of earthworks and hut
circles have been found on Bewley Down.
• Fancy That - In 1863 parents of pupils attending St. Andrew’s College, Chardstock had to
pay ten guineas per quarter for their board and tuition.
• Fancy That - The first Vicar of St. Andrew’s Church, Chardstock was mentioned in 1318
• Fancy That - In 1788, the sum of £1 9s 6d was paid to a Mr. Amor to run a free school at
Chardstock.
• Fancy That - The first reference to a school at Chardstock was an inventory dated
October 3, 1712.
• Fancy That - Among the many industries which once existed at Chardstock were papermaking at Hook during the 18th and 19th centuries, clockmaking at Honeyhill and

snuff-manufacture in the 1790s.
• Fancy That - Many years ago there was a water-mill at Chardstock on the River Kitt to the
west of the village. It used to serve the local bakery.
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1985 CHARDSTOCK - A SIGN OF THE TIMES
Vandals with shotguns have blasted yet another East Devon signpost, this time at
Chardstock. The fingerpost is on the Axminster to Membury Road just beyond Bewley Down
and four of its five arms have been shot off. Ironically the fingerpost was made of the county
council’s latest metal construction - designed to save the cost of maintaining the old
wooden ones. It didn’t last long, though, as this photo taken by roads foreman Brian Hoare
from Axminster clearly shows.
Police are investigating the damage - apparently caused by a 12 bore shotgun - and
Chardstock Parish Council’s clerk, Mr Dennis Davis, was due to raise the subject with his
authority last week.
Source: Pulman’s Weekly News 19.2.1985
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1985 CHARDSTOCK - “AN HOTEL BUSINESSMEN TRY TO KEEP UNDER THEIR HAT”
Small, individual and personalised - that is how owners Pat and Frank Grudgings describe
the Tytherleigh Cot Hotel, Chardstock - the hotel that is “a little bit different”. Opened in its
present form just four months ago, the Cot offers a complete service to businessmen, and
caters for their wives too. Mrs Grudgings said “Some of the regulars say it’s the sort of place
you don’t want to tell anybody about, because next time you come it will be fully booked”.
What is it that makes businessmen come and come again? Certainly part of it is the
facilities provided in the luxury bedrooms. Four bedrooms have double beds, two have twin
singles. Each has a state-of-the-art direct dial telephone with internal calling facility. The
rooms are all en suite, one with jacuzzi. Each has a well-stocked drink and snack
refrigerator, clock radio and tea and coffee making equipment. Each room also has a disc
video recorder.
Something else the businessmen enjoy is the food. Meals are served at the Tytherleigh
Arms just up the road, which is also owned by the Grudgings. This is where contacts were
made with firms who avail themselves of the Cot, and clients show a preference for the
friendly pub-restaurant environment for their meals, which affords them the opportunity of
meeting other people informally in the evening. Should a buffet-style business lunch be
needed, however, Mrs Grudgings can provide this in the hotel’s own breakfast room, once a
milking parlour.
The Cot. itself is the oldest building in Chardstock, a 14th century thatched Cider House and
barn. Until recent years it was derelict, but the Grudgings’ tasteful conversion and a
willingness to pay vast sums to get it right have turned the Grade II listed building into the
intimate but luxurious hotel it now is.
The grounds are a great attraction. Guests are free to relax in or beside the heated
swimming pool, or enjoy the gardens which have been laid out. To maintain the peaceful
atmosphere of the Cot, children and dogs are not catered for. The British Tourist Authority
have given the Cot its top rating - six rosettes. Better still ii is used and re-used by many
local firms, a testimony to the experience and care of the owners.

The hotel’s excellent facilities and good location have also become popular for weekend
breaks among the businessmen patrons who come there, and now the Grudgings are
inviting bookings. A party of Danes who had stayed there while visiting the Dairy Crest
Creamery have booked to return in the summer.
Source: Pulman’s Weekly News 19.2.1985
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1985 CHARDSTOCK - INN’S HISTORIC FEATURES COULD BE LOST
Too many historic features exist at The George Inn, Chardstock, to allow alterations
proposed by the new landlord, the East Devon District Council’s Planning Committee was
told yesterday. Among the proposals contained in an application by Mr R Ambrose are
internal alterations to enlarge the lounge bar area. But these, the committee was told in a
written report, would destroy the oldest and most important of original features in the
property, which dates back to the 15th century.
A report from Devon County Council’s Conservation Section states that the property was a
very large medieval hall house, with original partitions, and smoke blackened thatch in a
central portion of the building. If these were removed, said the report, the loss would be
tragic. Although the Committee was recommended to refuse the applications in their
present form, it was also stated that a more acceptable scheme might be possible.
Source: Midweek Herald 6.3.1985
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1985 CHARDSTOCK - COMPROMISE ON PUB ALTERATIONS?
The sentimental notion of wanting to preserve historic features of the George Inn,
Chardstock, should be tempered with common sense, the chairman of the East Devon
District Council’s Planning Committee said last week.
Councillor Ron Gig’s committee received a lengthy report from Devon County Council’s
Conservation Section listing many of the important features of the property that began life
as a medieval hall house. Picking out just one item of the report - a mention of original
smoke-blacked thatch - Mr Gigg said it was all very well to want to preserve it, but in order to
see it one would have to crawl up through the roof. He asked, “It may be desirable to keep it,
but is it practical?”
The report to the committee also referred to the landlord Mr R Ambrose’s proposal to move
original partitions in order to create a larger bar area, saying that if these features were to be
removed the loss would be tragic. The planning Committee members argued that the
moving of them would not matter too much, for it was Mr Ambrose’s intention to
reassemble them in a part of the public bar, saying that if the proposals were not approved
then it was likely the whole building would be lost because it was falling into disrepair.
Commented Councillor Francis Gardner: “Here is someone who has bought the pub and is
prepared to spend £50,000 on it. Thatching alone is going to cost £7,500. The parish
council say this is a much needed improvement to the village. We should support them and
at least go and look at it.”
Mr Gigg also felt an inspection should be held. He pointed out that the ideas Mr Ambrose
had would still retain the atmosphere of the old building, which is listed because of its
historic interest. He went on “The local people are quite happy about it. If something is not
done the roof will cave in and it will be too late.” An inspection was agreed.

Source: Midweek Herald 13.3.1985
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1985 CHARDSTOCK - PROBLEMS IN RECONCILING FIRE SAFETY AND AN
OLD PUB’S CHARACTER
A dispute which has been smouldering between fire chiefs and council planners over safety
at an ancient Chardstock pub could soon be resolved. The dispute began when fire
inspectors insisted that structural changes should be made to improve safety at the George
Inn. They called for passages and doorways to be widened and for the entrance door to be
rehung so that it opened outwards.
The landlord, Mr Reg Ambrose, was horrified by the suggestions, claiming that the
historical character of the building – which is mentioned in the Domesday Book – would be
ruined. East Devon District Council also opposed the changes, because, in its opinion, the
pub was a fine example of a medieval hall house. It is also a grade two listed building,.
Building surveyor Mr John Evans said it was traditional for buildings of the medieval period
to have doors which opened inwards. Any change would affect the pub’s character.
He asked Axminster magistrates to approve plans for changes to the bar area of the pub,
saying the alterations would improve safety but would not affect the building’s character.
The bench heard that the fire inspectors were now willing to discuss a compromise over fire
precautions at the pub and approved the plans.
Source: Midweek Herald 14.8.1985
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1986 CHARDSTOCK - BARN FOR CONVERSION
Rest assured you won’t be the only person reading this article. The thought of buying an old
building or perhaps a derelict house or barn for conversion is often the kind of thing for most
of us that dreams are made of and there is always considerable interest for any such
property that comes onto the market.
Well perhaps for someone here’s a dream come true. Our Seaton office has taken
instruction on a detached barn lying towards the fringe of the pretty village of Chardstock.
It is thought that this building probably dates back to the 17th century and has some
interesting stone work and what appears to be old style windows.
The barn stands in the corner of a third acre paddock with some quite magnificent views
over open countryside and the valley. Offers are being invited in the region of £25,000 for the
freehold. Particulars are available from our Seaton office who will be happy to arrange a
viewing.
Source: Midweek Herald 5.3.1986
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1988 - CHARDSTOCK - VILLAGE PREPARES FOR ITS ARMADA WEEK
Villagers in Chardstock will be celebrating the Armada and Fire Over England during a week
of fun-packed celebrations starting on Monday, 18th July.
The week will begin with a bowls match, followed by a barbecue. On Tuesday children are
planning Elizabethan activities and, providing the beacon on Beacon Hill can be lit, there will
be more events in the evening. On Wednesday Mrs Joan Tunstall has invited patchwork
quilters from Devon, Dorset and Somerset to give demonstrations and mount an exhibition

from 10.30 am to 6.30 pm in the community hall.
A comic cricket match will be held on Thursday, with players in fancy dress. On Friday
evening there will be a skittles match in the George Inn. The following day Mrs Kathleen
Chubb and helpers will decorate the church for a weekend flower festival. Throughout
Saturday, Chardstock streets will be decorated for the village market. As well as stalls,
there will be archery displays, a dog show and folk dancing. The highlight of the day will be
a replica of the Golden Hind with ‘Sir Francis Drake’ and ‘Queen Elizabeth I’ on board.
A horse and cart is on hand on Saturday to transport people from the hill down to the old
mill, where there will be demonstrations of cider making, thatching and various country
pursuits. The day will be rounded off with a barn dance in the community hall and lamb
roasting in the street.
On Sunday the Reverend Geoffrey Walsh will lead a special service of thanksgiving in the
church. The committee set up to organise the event is chaired by Mr Fred Clarkson, who
said “The whole village has entered into the spirit of the thing.”
The parish council is approaching a private landowner to see if it is possible to use the
original beacon site on Beacon Hill to light the beacon on 19th July. The beacon system in
England was the envy of the world in 1588. Its link of beacons signalled the approach of the
Armada throughout the length and breadth of the country. Beacons at Shute Hill, Lyme
Regis, Lamberts Castle and Thorncombe shone up to Beacon Hill and Windwhistle and
thence across Somerset. It was the job of the Dorset Beacons to alert the Somerset and
Wiltshire Yeomanry to mobilise for action.
Two bonfire beacons in Somerset, at Windwhistle and at Raleighs Cross on the Brendon
Hills, are being sponsored by Somerset County Council and after the event the 30 ft high
beacons will remain as tourist attractions.
Source:
Chard & Ilminster News 29.6.1988
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1989 CHARDSTOCK - CHURCH GOES A-PEAL-LING
The 19th century parish church of St Andrew in Chardstock is getting a face-lift this year. The
north transept, chancel, lady chapel and choir vestry are being re-roofed, thanks to
donations and fundraising events organised by the parishioners.
Rev Geoffrey Walsh, Vicar of Chardstock in the Axminster Team Ministry, said :”This is the
second time ever that the church has been re-roofed. The main roof was done eight years
ago. This time all the old tiles on the smaller roofs are being removed. The roof will then be
refelted and the old tiles will be replaced.”
The cost of the major re-roofing operation is £8,000 – so far parishioners have raised
£2,500 towards the cost. An auction sale raised £1,017 and further events are to be held
including a plant sale on 13 May in the Community Hall.
St. Andrews is unusual in that it is cathedral-like in proportion to the size of the village.
Chardstock has approximately 700 residents – and the church can boast seating for 550.
Parish Communion is celebrated every Sunday at 9.30 a.m. and visitors are always
welcome
.
It was the Rev Charles Woodcock, Vicar of Chardstock from 1834 to 1875, who rebuilt the
church as it is today, but it retains features of the older church. Rescued from rubble

outside the church and now kept inside are three large, possibly Norman, stone carved
faces which might be old gargoyles. There are also a Jacobean pulpit and a royal coat of
arms of Charles II bearing the initials CR1660
Source: Chard and Ilminster News 19.4.1989
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1989 CHARDSTOCK - GRAEME’S NO MUG
Chardstock School pupil Graeme Everton is only 10 but already he has shown signs of
being a budding artist. And now his illustration of the school, which celebrates its 150th
anniversary this year, has been copied and appears on a special mug to commemorate the
occasion.
Each pupil was presented with a mug by Dowager Lady Henley at a special anniversary
service last weekend, where headteacher Peter Wood also received a commemorative
scroll from the National Society, which partly funded the original building.
Mr Wood said he was delighted with the response to an exhibition held at the school over
the weekend, which attracted hundreds of people. Other events planned include a return to
Victorian teaching on July 19 and a reunion of past pupils later in the year.
Source: Chard & Ilminster News 5.7.1989
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1989 CHARDSTOCK - THE THREE RS
There wasn’t a calculator or ballpoint pen in sight at Chardstock School last Wednesday as
the school celebrated its 150th anniversary with a return to Victorian teaching. Learning
centred around the 3Rs of reading, writing and ‘rithmetic and headteacher Peter Wood
read stories and poetry from an original 1949 school book. All the 33 pupils donned
sombre Victorian style dress for the occasion and entered into the spirit of things with a
marching drill and inspection in the afternoon.
The school inspector, alias village resident Dennis Tunstall, visited the school and found
most things in order but suggested that Mr Wood was being frivolous in allowing the
children to use paper, which was expensive, when slates were available. There was
maypole dancing in the afternoon and the children sang and played for the benefit of the
Devon education officials and the many parents and friends who turned out to join in the
celebrations.
The traditional Lady Henley tea was served, following a practice dating back to the early
years of the school when the lady of the manor would provide a scrumptious spread for the
pupils. The 150th anniversary committee and Friends of Chardstock School Association
organised the tea, which included Victorian type fare and there were stalls and sideshows
in the school grounds.
Mr Wood said “Everyone entered into the spirit of the day and it just seemed to capture the
atmosphere of the whole occasion.”
Source: Chard & Ilminster News 26.7.1989
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1991 - DIAMOND WEDDING CELEBRATION
For more than 50 years Jack Apsey, formerly of Chardstock, worked in the village as a

wheelwright cum undertaker, first with Mr Parris and then in business on his own in
premises behind the George Inn.
Mr Apsey, 82, was born in Chardstock, the sixth child of a family of 10 of Mr and Mrs Henry
Apsey. His father was a farm carter and his mother, Maude, kept the village post office for
many years. Cricket and football have played a bit part in Jack’s life and when work allowed
he was always picked for the village teams.
Jack and his wife Alice, 83, met when Alice was on holiday with her aunt at Chardstock. She
said: “Jack was one of the lads I met up with while going to the dances at the village hall.
We courted for two years and were married at St Andrews Church, Chardstock, on
November 14, 1931. Our first home was at Dommetts, just over the River Kit, and instead of
Jack carrying me over the threshold he carried me over the bridge. We lived at Dommetts
for 44 years before moving to Court Lodge, a former police house, where we stayed for 15
years.
“When I first moved to Chardstock I couldn’t understand the lingo, and I don’t suppose they
could understand me (Alice came from Hampstead). I had to cook on a range and we had
paraffin lamps and candles for lighting, so it was pure joy when we had a Calor cooker and
lights”.
The couple have two children, Robert in Colyton, and Jack in Chard, and five grandchildren,
sadly Shawn was killed in a road accident about four years ago, and two greatgrandchildren.
Source: Chard & Ilminster News 13.11.1991
.......................................................................................................................................................................
1997 - ROBBERY CASE FOR CROWN COURT
A man accused of robbing Chardstock Post Office last month has been committed to the
Crown Court. Martyn Bishop, 23, of Chard appeared in custody at Honiton Magistrates
Court on Wednesday. Magistrates remanded Bishop in custody until the Crown Court date
of 5th November.
Source: Midweek Herald 15.10.1997
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1998 - CHARDSTOCK PRIMARY SCHOOL
A new classroom for reception children has been opened at Chardstock Primary School by
former member of staff Pam Jones. She was assisted by the one of the youngest pupils,
four year old Thomas Chubb.
Source: Midweek Herald 23.9.1998
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